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OF THE PERMANENT M SSI ON OF ERI TREA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

Upon instructions fromny Governnment, | have the honour to transmt
herewith a statement of the Governnent of Eritrea on the reconciliation efforts
in Somalia, issued by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the State of Eritrea on
30 Decenber 1997.

| should be grateful if you would kindly circulate the text of the present
letter and its annex as a docunent of the Security Counci l

(Signed) Tesfa Al em SEYOUM
Chargé d' affaires a.i
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Annex

Statenent of the Governnent of Eritrea on the reconciliation
efforts in Somalia, issued by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
of Eritrea on 30 Decenber 1997

The painful turmoil that has envel oped Somalia for the past seven years has
remai ned a cause of extreme preoccupation to the friends and well-w shers of the
Somal i people. For the Governnent and people of Eritrea, the historical ties of
solidarity and mutual respect with their Somali brothers that were cultivated
during the armed struggle for liberation were additional reasons for propelling
themto play an active role in the subregional efforts to facilitate the tinely
resolution of the tragic conflict fromthe early days of its eruption.

The Governnment of Eritrea was, as a matter of fact, consistently critica
of the United States-led international intervention in Decenber 1992 for its
obvi ous i nadequaci es, and particularly for its short-term smand undue mlitary
focus. |In the course of the subsequent nonths, the endeavour was derailed from
its original objectives and purposes owing to conplications arising fromthe
m sgui ded approach by the United Nations Operation in Sonalia (UNOCSOM and the
Ofice of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Governnent of
Eritrea then strongly opposed and vehenently protested agai nst the
disorientation of the original initiative, which was now overshadowed by the
singul ar punitive objective agai nst General Aideed, rightly arguing that the
el usi ve manhunt woul d entail unnecessary civilian casualties, alienate an entire
clan and erode international support for the intervention

Agai nst the backdrop of these negative experiences and after some tinme had
el apsed wi thout any visible progress on the Somali ground, the Federal Republic
of Ethiopia took the initiative of bringing together several Somali politica
groups in Sodere in Novenber 1996. This was in accordance with the nandate
given to it by the Intergovernnental Authority on Devel opment (I GAD) as well as
the Organization of African Unity (OAU), and represented, in this respect, a
col I ective subregi onal endeavour. The Government of Eritrea naturally wel coned
the new reconciliation effort. However, it expressed its reservations through
the appropriate channels, including at the | GAD sunmits, underlining the
i nperative of ensuring the full participation of the novenents |ed by
Hussei n Ai deed and others in the Sodere peace process.

An endeavour has been undertaken in the past nonth by the Government of the
Arab Republic of Egypt to pronote reconciliation anong the Somali factions.
Unfortunately, this latest round of negotiations has not brought about the
desired consolidation of the process of building consensus and reconciliation
anong the key Somali protagonists.

In the circunstances, the Government of Eritrea wishes to reiterate its
| ong-hel d views regarding efforts ained at pronoting peace and reconciliation in
Sonal i a:

(a) Any endeavour nust take into account the conplexity and sensitivity of
the Somali crisis;
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(b) The endeavours that result inadvertently or wilfully in the exclusion
of one party or another, or that appear to tip the delicate bal ance in favour of
one faction at the perceived expense of the other, will not succeed in bringing
about the desired peace and reconciliation. These well-intentioned efforts may
in fact induce nore internecine hostility and conflict;

(c) It nust be realized that the problemin Sonmalia can only be resol ved
by the Sonmali people thenselves. |n this respect, no international or
subregional initiative can serve as a substitute for this fundanenta
requi rement. The i medi ate nei ghbours of the Somalis in the subregion as well
as its friends el sewhere can evidently facilitate the difficult and protracted
process of reconciliation and confidence-buil ding when expressly asked to do so
by the main protagonists. Mximum care nust however be taken to ensure that
this catalytic role does not exceed its bounds.

Finally, in urging our Somali brothers to exhibit the necessary courage and
wisdomto bring this harrowing tragedy to an end, the Government of Eritrea
expresses its readiness, as ever, to contribute to the reconciliation process
together with its partners in the region



