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| DENTI CAL LETTERS DATED 31 DECEMBER 1997 FROM THE

PERVMANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF | RAQ TO THE UNI TED

NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL AND TO
THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

On instructions frommy CGovernnent, | have the honour to transmt to you
herewith a letter dated 30 Decenber 1997 from Hi s Excel | ency
M. Mhamred Said Al -Sahaf, Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Irag, concerning the determnation of the United States to undertake wi de-
rangi ng acts of aggression against lraqg, in which it will use prohibited
weapons. The Mnister also calls for the United Nations to neet its
responsi bilities and stop this aggression.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter circul ated as a docunent

of the Security Council.

(Signed) N zar HAMDOON
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

ldentical letters dated 30 Decenber 1997 fromthe M nister
for Foreign Affairs of Irag to the Secretary-Ceneral and to
the President of the Security Counci

| should like to draw your attention to the continuing mlitary
preparati ons being made by the United States of Anerica in the Arabian @Qulf
region. These include the stockpiling of various types of matériel and weapons,
even internationally prohibited weapons, with a viewto carrying out w de-
rangi ng acts of aggression against lragq. This constitutes a serious threat to
peace in the region and to international peace and security.

The United States Administration attenpts to justify this aggressive
behavi our by claimng that Irag is in possession of prohibited weapons, and that
t hese weapons are concealed in the Presidential People's Palaces. They are
using these false allegations as a pretext for bonbardi ng those pal aces with
prohi bi ted weapons, in order to persuade the world that such weapons do exist in
Irag, and in order to find a way out of the predicanent in which they have
| anded t hemsel ves.

The material facts prove that Iraq has no chemical or biological weapons.
The United States knows this better than any other country, its nationals
controlling as they do the Special Conmission, its secretariat, and the
i nspection teans which have been operating in Iraq for nmore than six years.

Irag expects that this prodigious mlitary nobilization in the region and
the political and nedia escalation will lead to United States mlitary strikes
agai nst the Presidential People's Palaces and other sites connected with the
infrastructure of the Iraqgi econony, particularly since the United States is
docunment ed as having previously enpl oyed prohibited weapons such as depl et ed
uranium which its forces used during the 30-Power aggression against lraq in
1991.

The primary goal of all the turmoil created by the United States
Adm nistration, its attenpts to mislead and to spread disinformation about Iraq
and its political |leadership, is to distract international public attention from
the truth about the inhumane policy pursued by that Adm nistration in
nmai nt ai ni ng the oppressive sanctions which have been inposed on Iraq for nore
t han seven years, despite the fact that the justifications for those sanctions
no | onger exist, and regardless of Iraq's conpliance with all its obligations
under the relevant Security Council resol utions.

Thi s aggressive behaviour also constitutes a further attenpt by the United
States to escape international pressure on its Adm nistration to change its
attitude towards the issue of Irag in the Security Council and acknow edge
Irag's achi evenments in inplenenting the provisions of section C of Security
Counci| resolution 687 (1991) and neeting the requirenments of paragraph 22 of
that resol ution.
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VWi le bringing Iraq's concerns to your attention, | enclose a copy of the
statenment made on this matter on 26 Decenber 1997 by the official spokesman for
the Iraqgi |eadership.

| should also like to informyou that Iraq holds the United States of
Anerica entirely and internationally responsi ble for the acts of aggression,
intimdation and provocation which it carries out against lraq, and for their
consequences, regardl ess of the arguments used to justify them The CGovernnent
of the Republic of Iraq reserves its right under international |aw to determ ne
an appropriate response to this aggression and to seek conpensation for the
damage it causes.

| hope that the Security Council will meet its responsibilities as laid
down in the Charter with regard to maintaining international peace and security,
and endeavour to prevent the aggression to which the United States is determ ned
to subject Iragq.

(Signed) Mohamed Sai d AL- SAHAF
M nister for Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Iraq
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Encl osure

The statenent nade by the official spokesnan

On 26 Decenber 1997, the official spokesman for the joint neeting of the
Revol uti on Conmand Council and the lraqgi |eadership of the Arab Baath Soci ali st
Party made the foll owi ng statenent

The United States, which controls the Special Commission, is very wel
aware, after nmore than six and a half years of Special Conm ssion activity, and
t he thousands of inspection and verification operations that it has carried out,
that Iraq is completely free of chem cal and biol ogi cal weapons.

Neverthel ess, the United States still persists inits false allegations
t hat such weapons have been concealed. It is spreading false charges that this
conceal nent has been effected in the Presidential People's Palaces, while at the
sane time it is building up huge mlitary stockpiles in the region.

The nost likely outcome of this canpaign will be United States mlitary
stri kes agai nst these and other sites. Wapons of nmass destruction that contain
chem cal and biol ogical elenents will be used with a viewto enabling the United
States to claim once the strikes have been carried out, that its allegations
were wel | - f ounded.

It is essential to be on guard agai nst these nmalicious United States plots,
whi ch have been confirmed by well-infornmed sources. The United States has
al ready used prohibited weapons such as depl eted urani umduring the 30- Power
aggression of 1991.

The United States nust recognize that its plots and nmanoeuvres cannot
succeed, and that the essential issue, that of the lifting of sanctions, will be
achieved. It nust also recognize and accept the fact that the sanctions cannot
be maintained indefinitely, so that the region may live in security and
stability.

Baghdad, 26 Decenber 1997



