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Child soldiers*

1. As part of the followup to the United Nations study on the inmpact of
armed conflict on children, UNICEF, in cooperation with the NGO Sub- G oup on
Ref ugee Children and Children in Armed Conflict, organized a workshop and
synmposiumon child soldiers in Africa from23 to 30 April 1997 in Cape Town,
South Africa. The outcone of these neetings was a document entitled “Cape
Town Principles on the Prevention of Recruitment of Children into the Arned
Forces and Denobilization and Social Reintegration of Child Soldiers in
Africa”, which was adopted by the synposium participants on 30 April 1997, an
annot ated version of the Principles and a draft plan of action.

2. Al t hough the specific focus of the workshop and synposi um and t he
docunents adopted was on child soldiers in Africa, the Principles have much
broader applications. Friends Wrld Commttee for Consultation (Quakers) is
therefore attaching the Cape Town Principles as part of this statenent and
urges the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts:

(a) To draw the Cape Town Principles on the Prevention of Recruitnent
of Children into the Arned Forces and Denpbilization and Social Reintegration
of Child Soldiers in Africa to the attention of States and international and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons;

(b) To consider how it can assist with their inplenmentation

CAPE TOMWN PRI NCI PLES ON THE PREVENTI ON OF RECRUI TMENT OF
CHI LDREN | NTO THE ARMED FORCES AND DEMOBI LI ZATI ON AND
SOCI AL REI NTEGRATI ON OF CHI LD SCOLDI ERS | N AFRI CA

Adopted by the participants in the Synposiumon the Prevention of Recruitnent
of Children into the Arned Forces and Denpbilization and Social Reintegration
of Child Soldiers in Africa, organized by UNI CEF in cooperation with the NGO
Sub- Group of the NGO Working Group on the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, Cape Town, 30 April 1997

PREVENTI ON OF CHI LD RECRUI TMENT

“Recruitnment” enconpasses conpul sory, forced and voluntary recruitnent into
any kind of regular or irregular armed force or armed group

1. Establi sh 18 as the m ninmum age for any participation in hostilities and
for all forms of recruitnment into all armed forces and arnmed groups.

2. Governnments shoul d adopt and ratify an optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child raising the mninmmage from15 to 18.

3. Governnents should ratify and inplenment pertinent regional and
international treaties and incorporate theminto national |aw.

* Submitted on behal f of the NGO Sub- G oup on Refugee Children and
Children in Arnmed Conflict, one of the sub-groups of the NGO G oup for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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4, Governnment s shoul d adopt national |egislation on voluntary and
compul sory recruitnment with a mninum age of 18 years and shoul d establish
proper recruitment procedures and the neans to enforce them Those
responsible for illegally recruiting children should be brought to justice.

5. A permanent International Crimnal Court should be established whose
jurisdiction would cover, inter alia, the illegal recruitnent of children

6. Witten agreenents between or with all parties to the conflict which
i nclude a comm tnment on the mni mum age of recruitnment should be concl uded.

7. Moni t ori ng, docunentation and advocacy are fundanental to elimnating
child recruitment and to informing programmes to this end. Community efforts
to prevent recruitnent should be devel oped and support ed.

8. Programmes to prevent recruitnment of children should be devel oped in
response to the expressed needs and aspirations of the children

9. In programmes for children, particular attention should be paid to those
nost at risk of recruitnent: children in conflict zones, children (especially
adol escents) separated fromor without famlies, including children in
institutions; other marginalized groups (e.g. street children, certain
mnorities, refugees and the internally displaced); economcally and socially
deprived children

10. All efforts should be made to keep or reunite children with their
famlies or to place themwithin a famly structure.

11. Ensure birth registration, including for refugees and internally
di spl aced children, and the provision of identity documents to all children
particularly those nost at risk of recruitnent.

12. Access to education, including secondary educati on and vocationa
trai ning, should be prompted for all children, including refugee and
internally displaced children

13. Speci al protection neasures are needed to prevent recruitnent of
children in canps for refugees and internally displaced persons.

14. The international community should recognize that children who | eave
their country of origin to avoid illegal recruitment or participation in
hostilities are in need of international protection. Children who are not
nati onals of the country in which they are fighting are also in need of

i nternational protection

15. Controls should be inposed on the manufacture and transfer of arnms,
especially small arms. No arnms should be supplied to parties to an arned
conflict who are recruiting children or allowing themto take part in
hostilities.
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DEMOBI LI ZATI ON

“Demobi | i zati on” nmeans the formal and controlled discharge of child soldiers
fromthe army or froman arned group

16. Al |l persons under the age of 18 should be denpbilized from any kind of
regul ar or irregular arned force or armed group

17. Children should be given priority in any denobilization process.

18. In anticipation of peace negotiations or as soon as they begin,
preparations should be nade to respond to children who will be denobilized.

19. The issue of denobilization of children should be included in the peace
process fromthe begi nning.

20. Where children have participated in arnmed conflict, peace agreenments and
rel ated docunents should acknow edge this fact.

21. The denobilization process should be designed as the first step in the
soci al reintegration process.

22. The denobilization process should be as short as possible and take into
account the human dignity of the child and the need for confidentiality.

23. As soon as possible start establishing famly tracing, contacts and
reuni fication.

24. Heal t h assessnent and treatnment should be priorities.

25. Moni toring and documentation of child involvenment, as well as advocacy
for denobilization and rel ease of children, should be undertaken throughout
the armed conflict. Comrunity efforts to this end should be supported.

26. Chil dren who | eave any arnmed forces or groups during ongoing hostilities
have speci al needs for protection which nust be addressed.

27. Il'legally recruited children who | eave the arned forces or arned groups
at any tine should not be considered as deserters. Child soldiers retain
their rights as children

28. Speci al assistance and protection neasures nust be taken on behal f of
children and those recruited as children

29. Ensure to the extent possible that denpbilized children return to their
conmuni ti es under conditions of safety.

30. Ensure that denpbilized children are not discrimnated against in
services and benefits for denpbilized sol diers.

31. Ensure that the rights of children involved in the denopbilization
process are respected by the nedia, researchers and others.
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RETURN TO FAM LY AND COWUNI TY LI FE

32. Fam |y reunification is the principal factor in effective social
reintegration.

33. Programes shoul d be devel oped with the community [and] built on
exi sting resources, taking account of the context and comunity priorities,
val ues and traditions.

34. The capacity of the famly and community to care for and protect the
child shoul d be devel oped and support ed.

35. Programmes targeted at fornmer child soldiers should be integrated into
programes for the benefit of all war-affected children

36. Provi si on should be made for educational activities which reflect: the
| oss of educational opportunities as a consequence of participation; the age
and stage of devel opnent of the children; and their potential for pronoting
devel opnent of self-esteem

37. Provi si on should be nmade for rel evant vocational training and
opportunities for (self-) enploynent, including for children with
disabilities.

38. Recreational activities are essential for psycho-social well-being.

39. Programe devel opnent and i npl ementation should incorporate the
participation of the children and, with due regard for the context of
reintegration, reflect their needs and concerns.

40. Psycho-soci al programes shoul d assist children to devel op and build
those capacities that will facilitate a re-attachnent to famlies and
comunities.

41. Moni toring and foll owup of the children should take place to ensure
reintegration and receipt of rights and benefits. Use comunity resources for
this, e.g. catechists, teachers or others, depending on the situation

42. In order to be successful, reintegration of the child within the
comunity should be carried out in the framework of efforts towards nationa
reconciliation.

43. Programmes to prevent, denpbilize and reintegrate child soldiers should
be jointly and constantly nonitored and evaluated with comrunities.



