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LETTER DATED 27 OCTOBER 1997 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

I wish to informyou of recent developnments in relation to Canbodi a
subsequent to the events of 5 and 6 July 1997, on which the Secretariat briefed
the menbers of the Security Council in informal consultations, and to ny
nmeetings with Canbodi an | eaders and foreign mnisters of nmenber countries of the
Associ ati on of Sout h-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and other interested parties in
New York | ast nmonth. During those discussions, a consensus energed that it was
hi ghly desirable that those political |eaders who had renai ned outsi de Canbodia
foll owi ng those events, particularly nmenbers of the National Assenbly, should
return as soon as possible in order to participate fully in the politica
process to draw up legislation to ensure a level playing field for free and fair
elections in 1998. Certain practical nmeasures were al so di scussed to ensure
that this would cone about in satisfactory conditions.

| amnow in a position to informyou that | have received a letter from
H s Excellency M. Ung Huot and Hi s Excell ency Sandech Hun Sen, providing nme
wi th assurances concerning the forthcom ng el ections and the security and safety
of returning political |eaders, as well as regarding their participation in
political activities, and expressing readiness for the United Nations to nonitor
i mpl ementation. | amattaching a copy of that letter (see annex |), which | am
confident provides the necessary guarantees to neet the legitimte concerns
expressed by the political |eaders.

| amalso attaching a letter fromthe Permanent Representatives of
I ndonesi a, the Philippines and Thailand to the United Nations (see annex I|1)
containing a request for the assistance and cooperation of the United Nations in
nonitoring and observing the safe return to Canbodia of all political |eaders
and ot her |eading personalities of the United National Front for an |Independent,
Neutral, Peaceful and Cooperative Canbodia (FUNCI NPEC) as well as of other
parties, and the unfettered resunption of their political activities. Assum ng

such action receives the backing of the Security Council, | would be prepared to
provi de such cooperation and assi stance, while keeping the Council regularly
informed. | would do so on the understanding, discussed with the authors of the

request, that the role of the Oganization woul d be essentially political in
nature, since the actual safety of the returnees as well as their capacity to
resune political activities in an unfettered fashion would be the responsibility
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of the Canbodi an authorities - a responsibility which the authorities have
undertaken to shoulder in the 22 Cctober letter fromH s Excellency M. Ung Huot
and H s Excell ency Sanmdech Hun Sen

| amfurther attaching a letter addressed to ne by H s Royal H ghness
Sandech Krom Preah Norodom Ranari ddh, received through H s Royal H ghness
Anbassador Sisowath Sirirath (see annex Il11). | amresponding that the
guar antees offered by H s Excellency M. Ung Huot and H s Excel |l ency
Sandech Hun Sen, conbined with the role that the United Nations would play at
the request of the Governments of the "ASEAN Troi ka", provide an adequate
at nosphere for the return of political leaders. | amof the view, after
consul ting ny Legal Counsel, that the guarantees contained in the letter of Hs
Excel l ency M. Ung Huot and H s Excell ency Sandech Hun Sen apply fully to the
Prince, and | amwiting to himaccordingly.

| would be grateful to you, M. President, if you could kindly nmake the

text of the present letter and its attachments available to the menbers of the
Security Counci |

(Signed) Kofi A. ANNAN
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Annex |

Letter dated 22 COctober 1997 fromH s Excellency M. Ung Huot and
Hi s Excell ency Sandech Hun Sen addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

On behal f of the del egation of the Royal Governnment of Canbodia, we wish to
express our deep appreciation for the precious tine you gave us for a direct
exchange of views on the current situation in Canbodia, including the issues of
t he Canbodi an seat at the United Nations and the role of the United Nations in
t he Canbodi an el ection in 1998.

May we assure Your Excellency and the States Menbers of the United Nations
that the Royal Covernnment of Canmbodia is fully committed to maintaining and
i mproving politico-socio-economc stability and ensuring a peaceful environnent
conducive to free and fair elections in 1998. Preparations are currently under
way for the election to take place as schedul ed.

As di scussed, the Royal Governnment of Canbodia is determ ned to organize
this election in the nost denocratic and the fairest manner possible, with the
participation of as many political parties and the observation of as nmany
i nternational observers as possible. The Royal Governnment of Canbodia w shes to
reiterate its readiness to cooperate with Your Excellency in coordinating the
di spatch and the work of international observers mandated to observe the whol e
el ectoral process.

In order to ensure that the elections are held in a denocratic, free and
fair manner and with the participation of all political parties, the CGovernnent
undertakes to guarantee the physical security and safety of those menbers of the
National Assenbly and other political |eaders who wish to return to Canbodi a and
resune their political activities in connection with the forthcom ng el ecti ons.
The Governnent al so undertakes to maintain and respect the parlianmentary
i munity of nenbers of the National Assenbly and to guarantee all other
political |eaders' freedomfromarrest and detention in respect of acts done and
wor ds spoken prior to their return, and thereafter in respect of acts and words
spoken in connection with their electoral activities. The Governnment shal
further ensure that all political |eaders enjoy freedomfromintimdation and
threat in respect of any and all political activities relating to the election
and, in particular, freedom of novenent, assenbly and speech as provided for
under the Constitution and the electoral |aw, w thout discrimnation.

The Royal Governnment wishes to reiterate its readiness for the United
Nations to nonitor the safe return of nmenbers of the National Assenbly and ot her
political |leaders and their freedomto engage in political activities.

We are |l ooking forward to a very cl ose cooperati on between the Roya

Gover nment and Your Excel |l ency.

(Signed) UNG HUOT (Signed) HUN SEN
First Prime Mnister Second Prine M nister
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Annex |1

Letter dated 22 Cctober 1997 fromthe Permanent Representatives of
I ndonesia, the Philippines and Thailand to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

Wth the concurrence of the parties concerned in Canbodi a, we the "ASEAN
Troi ka" would |like to request your assistance and cooperation in nmonitoring and
observing the safe return to Canbodia of all political |eaders and other |eading
personalities of FUNCINPEC as well as of other parties and their unfettered
resunption of their political activities. 1t is our hope that with such support
bei ng extended to them the sense of personal security of these |eaders and of
ot her peopl e can be ensured.

(Signed) WMakari m W Bl SONO
Per manent Representative
of | ndonesia

(Signed) Felipe NMABI LANGAN
Per manent Representative
of the Philippines

(Signed) Asda JAYANANVA
Per manent Representative
of Thail and
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Annex 11

Letter dated 24 Cctober 1997 fromH s Royal Hi ghness
Sandech Krom Preah Norodom Ranari ddh addressed to
the Secretary-CGenera

I have the honour to informyou that Anbassador Sirirath Sisowath,
Per manent Representative of the Kingdom of Canbodia to the United Nations, has
conveyed to ne today a copy of the letter dated Phnom Penh, 22 October 1997
addressed to Your Excellency, in which you have so kindly asked Anbassador
Sisowath to keep ne inforned of the outcone signed by ny coll eague Second Prinme
M ni ster Hun Sen and Foreign Mnister Ung Huot on the issue of guaranteeing the
safe return and security of the nenbers of Parlianment and political |eaders to
Canbodi a.

Since ny nane was not nentioned, | wonder whether this letter of
M. Hun Sen also applies to ne as a nenber of Parlianment and a political |eader
As Your Excellency is well aware, | amstill being prevented by M. Hun Sen from
returning hone safely and that fal se charges and accusati ons nade agai nst ne
still have not been dropped. M immnity as a nenber of Parlianent has already
been taken away fromme illegally by M. Hun Sen

| amstill horrified by his action of 5 and 6 July and therefore |I must be

cautious with regard to his approach. He has deceived the participants in the
1991 Paris Peace Accords on Canbodia by totally violating the agreenent as well
as di shonouring the efforts and the result of the elections organi zed and
supervised by the United Nations in 1993.

| would be deeply grateful to Your Excellency if you would circulate both
ny letters and that of M. Hun Sen as a note from Your Excellency to the nenbers
of the Security Council and the General Assenbly, without nmentioning the title
of either Hun Sen or Ung Huot, as no nation on earth at present has recognized
the new regime in Canbodia since the violent coup d' état of 5 and 6 July in ny
country.

May | take this wonderful opportunity once again to express ny warnest
t hanks and appreciations to Your Excellency for receiving nme last nmonth at the
United Nations and for the care and concern that you have al ways shown in order
to bring about a peaceful political solution to Canbodia. Your tireless efforts
wi Il no doubt prevail and the Canbodi an people will be eternally in debt to you
and the United Nations.

(Signed) NORODOM RANARI DDH
First Prime Mnister



