UNITED
NATIONS E

Economic and Social Distr.

Council GENERAL

E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 99
4 Decenber 1997

Oiginal: ENG.ISH

COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS
Fifty-fourth session
Item 20 of the provisional agenda
Rl GHTS OF THE CHI LD

STATUS OF THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RI GATS OF THE CHI LD

Report of the Secretary-Genera

1. The General Assenbly, in its resolution 44/25 of 20 Novenber 1989,
adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child and expressed the hope that
it would cone into force at an early date. The Convention was opened for
signature in New York on 26 January 1990 and, in accordance with article 49
thereof, entered into force on 2 Septenber 1990, on the thirtieth day after
the date of the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of
the twentieth instrunent of ratification or accession

2. Inits resolution 1997/78 | of 18 April 1997, the Comr ssion on Human
Ri ghts wel comed the nearly universal ratification of the Convention and urged
once again those States that had not done so to sign and ratify or accede to
the Convention as a natter of priority; welconed the constructive role of the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child in creating awareness of the principles
and provisions of the Convention and in providing recormmendati ons to States
parties on its inplenentation; called upon States parties to w thdraw
reservations inconpatible with the object and purpose of the Convention and
consi der reviewi ng other reservations and to accept the anendnent whi ch woul d
i ncrease the nenbership of the Commttee from 10 to 18 experts; and decided to
encourage the Comrittee to continue to pay attention to the needs of children
in especially difficult circunstances, including children with disabilities.
In resolution 1997/78 Il the Conmission called upon all States to take al
necessary neasures to ensure the full and equal enjoynent by girls of al
human rights and fundanmental freedonms, and to elimnate all forns of

di scrimnation against girls and the root causes of son preference. The
Conmi ssion, in resolution 1997/78 111, welconed the report of the Specia
Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography
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and the adoption and di ssem nation of the Declaration and Agenda for Action of
the Worl d Congress agai nst Comerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, called
upon all States to cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur and to
partici pate constructively in the negotiations on an optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography with the aimof an early agreenent on the
text and invited the Conmittee to offer comments on the draft optiona

protocol and to consider being represented at the next session of the

wor ki ng group on the question of the draft optional protocol. In

resol ution 1997/78 1V the Conmi ssion wel coned the final report of the expert
appoi nted by the Secretary-General to undertake a study on the inmpact of armed
conflict on children and the recommendati on by the General Assenbly to the
Secretary-Ceneral to appoint a special representative on this question; called
upon all States to participate constructively in the negotiations on an
optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the

i nvol venment of children in arnmed conflicts with the aimof an early agreenent
on the text and invited the Conmittee to offer conments on the draft optiona
protocol and to consider being represented at the next session of the working
group on the question of the draft optional protocol, and to contribute on an
ongoi ng basis to international nmine-clearance efforts; and decided to invite
Menmber States, United Nations organs and bodies, the International Conmttee
of the Red Cross as well as other relevant organizations to contribute to the
wor k of the special representative of the Secretary-general on the inpact of
armed conflict on children. 1In resolution 1997/78 V the Conm ssion called
upon all states to protect refugee and internally displaced children. In
resol ution 1997/ 78 VI the Commi ssion wel coned the neasures taken by
Governnments to elimnate the exploitation of child | abour, the initiatives

to convene international conferences on various forns of child |abour, and the
efforts by the Commttee on the Rights of the Child in the area of child

| abour; and called upon all States to translate into concrete action their
commtrment to the progressive and effective elimnation of all forms of
exploitative child | abour and to support the proposed drafting by the

I nternational Labour Organization of an instrument ained at eradicating

the nost intolerable fornms of child labour. In resolution 1997/78 VI

t he Conmi ssion called upon all States to continue actively to seek
conprehensive solutions to the problenms of children on the street. In

resol ution 1997/78 VII1 the Conmi ssion requested the Secretary-General to
submit to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session a report on the status of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

3. As at 30 Novenber 1997 the Convention had received 140 signatures which
were followed by ratification. |In addition, 45 States had acceded to the
Convention and 6 had succeeded to it, bringing the total of ratifications and
accessions to the Convention to 191. A list of States that have ratified or
acceded to the Convention, and the dates of their signature, ratification or
accession, appears in the annex to the present report.

4, The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its eleventh session
from8 to 26 January 1996 at the United Nations O fice at Geneva. At that
session the Conmittee considered reports submtted by seven States parties to
the Convention. |In addition, the Commttee reviewed its cooperation with
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United Nations bodies in connection with the consideration of two draft
optional protocols to the Convention. The Comm ttee adopted a report on
its eleventh session (CRC/C/50) as well as its biennial report to the
General Assenbly (A/51/41).

5. The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its fifteenth session
from20 May to 6 June 1997 at the United Nations Office at Geneva. During
that session, the Conmittee considered reports submtted by six States parties
to the Convention. 1In addition, the Committee reviewed its cooperation with
the United Nations and ot her conpetent bodies. The Comrittee adopted a report
on its fifteenth session (CRC/ C/ 66).

6. The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its sixteenth session at
the United Nations Ofice at Geneva from 22 Septenber to 10 Cctober 1997.
During that session the Comrittee considered six States parties reports
subm tted under the Convention. One day was devoted to a general discussion
on the topic “The rights of children with disabilities”. The thematic

di scussion was organi zed around three main topics: the rights of children
with disabilities to |life and devel opnent; self-representation and
participation of children with disabilities; and the entitlenent of such
children to inclusive education. The Conmittee adopted the report of the
thirteenth session (CRC/ T 69).

7. The seventeenth session of the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child wll
be held from5 to 23 January 1998 at GCeneva.

8. The sixth Meeting of the States parties to the Convention was convened
by the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters on 18 February 1997
for the purpose of electing five nenbers of the Conmittee on the Rights

of the Child to replace those whose terns were due to expire on

28 February 1997.
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Annex

STATES WHI CH HAVE RATI FI ED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTI ON ON
THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 30 NOVEMBER 1997 (191)

St at es

Af ghani st an
Al bani a
Al geria
Andorra
Angol a

Anti gua and Bar buda
Argentina

Armeni a

Australia

Austria

Azer bai j an
Bahamas
Bahr ai n
Bangl adesh
Bar bados

Bel ar us
Bel gi um
Belize
Beni n
Bhut an

Bol ivia
Bosni a and
Her zegovi na b/
Bot swana
Brazi |
Brunei Darussal am
Bul gari a
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi
Canbodi a
Caner oon

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republ i c

Chad

Chile

Date of signature

Dat e of receipt

27
26
26
14

12
29

22

26

30

26
19

26
26

25

26

31

26

22
25

28

30

30
26

Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Oct ober 1995
February 1990

March 1991
June 1990

August 1990
January 1990

Cct ober 1990
January 1990
April 1990

January 1990
January 1990
Mar ch 1990
April 1990
June 1990

March 1990

January 1990

May 1990
January 1990
May 1990
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1990

May 1990
July 1990

Sept enber 1990
January 1990

of instrunent

of ratification/

accession a/

28 March 1994
27 February 1992
16 April 1993
2 January 1996
5 Decenber 1990

5 Cct ober 1993
4 Decenber 1990
23 June 1993 a/
17 Decenber 1990
6 August 1992

13 August 1992 a/
20 February 1991
13 February 1992 a/
3 August 1990

9 Cctober 1990

Cct ober

Decenber
May 1990
August 1990
August 1990

1990
1991

R WNO B

26 June 1990

14 March 1995 a/
24 Septenber 1990
27 Decenber 1995 a/

3 June 1991

31 August 1990
19 COctober 1990
15 Oct ober 1992
11 January 1993

13 Decenber 1991
4 June 1992 a/

23 April 1992
2 Cctober 1990
13 August 1990

Date of entry

27
28
16

12
22
14

31
15

13
24
26

30
18
14
10

23

12

into force

April 1994
March 1992
May 1993
February 1996
January 1991

Novenber 1993
January 1991
July 1993
January 1991
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
March 1991
March 1992
Sept enber
Novenber

1990
1990

Cct ober 1990
January 1992
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
March 1992
April 1995

Cct ober 1990
January 1996

July 1991
Sept enber
Novenber 1990
Novenber 1992
February 1993

1990

January 1992
July 1992

May 1992
Novenber
Sept enber

1990
1990



Chi na

Col onbi a
Conor os
Congo

Cook I sl ands

Costa Rica
Cote d'lvoire
Croatia b/
Cuba

Cyprus

Czech Republic b/

Denocratic People's
Republ i ¢ of Korea

Denocratic Republic
of the Congo

Denmar k

Dj i bout i

Dom ni ca
Dom ni can Republic
Ecuador

Egypt
El Sal vador

Equat ori al Gui nea
Eritrea

Estoni a

Et hi opi a

Fiji

Fi nl and
France
Gabon

Ganbi a
Cer many

CGeorgi a
Chana

G eece

Gr enada
Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau
Guyana

Hai ti

Holy See

Hondur as
Hungary

I cel and

I ndi a

I ndonesi a

29 August 1990
26 January 1990
30 Sept enber

26 January 1990
26 January 1990

26 January 1990
5 COctober 1990

23 August 1990

20 March 1990
26 January 1990
30 Sept enber

26 January 1990
8 August 1990
26 January 1990
5 February 1990
26 January 1990

20 Decenber 1993

2 July 1993

26 January 1990
26 January 1990
26 January 1990
5 February 1990
26 January 1990

29 January 1990
26 January 1990
21 February 1990
26 January 1990

26 January 1990
30 Sept enber
20 January 1990

20 April 1990

31 May 1990
14 March 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990

1990

1990

1990
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2 March 1992 1 April 1992
28 January 1991 27 February 1991
22 June 1993 21 July 1993
14 COctober 1993 a/ 13 Novenber 1993
6 June 1997 a/ 6 July 1997
21 August 1990 20 Septenber 1990
4 February 1991 6 March 1991
8 Cctober 1991
21 August 1991 20 Septenber 1991
7 February 1991 9 March 1991
1 January 1993
21 Septenber 1990 21 Cct ober 1990
27 Septenber 1990 27 Cct ober 1990
19 July 1991 18 August 1991
6 Decenber 1990 5 January 1991
13 March 1991 12 April 1991
11 June 1991 11 July 1991
23 March 1990 2 Septenber 1990
6 July 1990 2 Septenber 1990
10 July 1990 2 Septenber 1990
15 June 1992 a/ 15 July 1992
3 August 1994 2 Septenber 1994
21 COct ober 1991 a/ 20 Novenber 1991
14 May 1991 a/ 13 June 1991
13 August 1993 12 Sept enber 1993
20 June 1991 20 July 1991
7 August 1990 6 Septenber 1990
9 February 1994 11 March 1994
8 August 1990 7 Septenber 1990
6 March 1992 5 April 1992
2 June 1994 a/ 2 July 1994
5 February 1990 2 Septenber 1990
11 May 1993 10 June 1993
5 Novenber 1990 5 Decenber 1990
6 June 1990 2 Septenber 1990
13 July 1990 a/ 2 Septenber 1990
20 August 1990 19 Septenber 1990
14 January 1991 13 February 1991
8 June 1995 8 July 1995
20 April 1990 2 Septenber 1990
10 August 1990 9 Septenber 1990
7 Cctober 1991 6 Novenber 1991
28 COct ober 1992 27 Novenber 1992
11 Decenber 1992 a/ 11 January 1993
5 Septenber |990 5 COctober 1990
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Iran (1slamc Rep.of)

Iraq

I rel and
| srael
Italy

Janmai ca
Japan

Jor dan
Kazakhst an
Kenya

Kiribati
Kuwai t
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's

Denocratic Republic

Lat vi a

Lebanon

Lesot ho

Li beria

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya

Li echtenstein

Li t huani a
Luxembour g
Madagascar
Mal aw

Mal aysi a

Mal di ves
Mal
Mal t a
Mar shal
Mauritani a

Mauritius
Mexi co

M cronesi a (Fed.

States of)
Monaco
Mongol i a

Mor occo
Mozanmbi que
Myanmar
Nam bi a
Naur u

I sl ands

5

30
3
26

26
21
29
16
26

26
21
26

30

21
19

21
26
26
14
26

26

26

26
30

26

Sept enber 1991

Sept enber 1990
July 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
August 1990
February 1994
January 1990

June 1990

January 1990
August 1990
April 1990

Sept enber 1990

Mar ch 1990
April 1990

August 1990
January 1990
January 1990
April 1993

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990

Sept enber 1990

13
15
28

14
22
24
12
30

14
10

15

22

31

19

17

11

20

30

16

26
21

21
26
15
30
27

July 1994

June 1994 a/
Sept enber 1992
Cct ober 1991
Sept enber 1991

May 1991
April 1994
May 1991
August 1994
July 1990

Decenber
Cct ober
Cct ober

1991
1994 a/

May 1991 a/
April 1992 a/

May 1991
March 1992
June 1993

1993 a/
1995

Apri |
Sept enber

January 1992 a/
March 1994
March 1991
January 1991 a/

February 1995 a/

February 1991
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Oct ober 1993
May 1991

July 1990 a/
Sept enber 1990

May 1993 a/
June 1993 a/
July 1990

June 1993
April 1994
July 1991 a/
Sept enber 1990
July 1994 a/

1995 a/

12
15
28

22

13
20
30

15

21
26
14
30
26

August 1994
July 1994

Cct ober 1992
Novenber 1991
Cct ober 1991

June 1991
May 1994
June 1991
Sept enber
Sept enber

1994
1990

January 1996
Novenmber 1991
Novenmber 1994

June 1991
May 1992

June 1991
April 1992
July 1993

May 1993
January 1996

March 1992
April 1994
April 1991
February 1991
March 1995

March 1991
Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990
Novenber 1993
June 1991

Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990

June 1993
July 1993
Sept enber 1990
July 1993

May 1994
August 1991
Oct ober 1990
August 1994



Nepa

Net her | ands
New Zeal and
Ni car agua
Ni ger

Ni geri a
N ue

Nor way
Oman
Paki st an

Pal au
Panana

Papua New Gui nea

Par aguay
Peru

Phi i ppi nes
Pol and
Por t uga

Qat ar

Republic of Korea

Republ i c of Ml dova

Romani a

Russi an Federati on

Rwanda
Saint Kitts and
Nevi s

Sai nt Luci a

Sai nt Vi ncent and
t he Grenadi nes

Sanoa
Saudi Arabi a
San Mari no

Sao Tonme and Princi pe

Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Si ngapor e

Sl ovaki a b/

Sl oveni a b/

Sol onon | sl ands
South Africa
Spai n

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suri nam
Swazi | and
Sweden

26

26

26

26

26

20

26

30

26

26

26

26

25

26

26

26

26

20
30

26

13

29
26

26
24
26
22
26

January 1990
January 1990
Oct ober 1990
February 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
April 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Decenber 1992
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990

January 1990

1993
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

January 1990

February 1990

January 1993
January 1990

January 1990
July 1990

January 1990
August 1990
January 1990

19
20

12

21
21
20
26
28
16
24
24
16
26
29
26
25

14
31

18
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Sept enber 1990 14 Cctober 1990
February 1995 7 March 1995
April 1993 6 May 1993
Oct ober 1990 4 Novenber 1990
Sept enber 1990 30 Cctober 1990
April 1991 19 May 1991
Decenber 1995 a/ 14 January 1996
January 1991 7 February 1991
Decenber 1996 a/ 8 January 1997
Novenber 1990 12 Decenber 1990
August 1995 a/ 3 Septenber 1995
Decenber 1990 11 January 1991
March 1993 31 March 1993
Sept enber 1990 25 Cct ober 1990
Sept enber 1990 4 Cctober 1990
August 1990 20 Septenber 1990
June 1991 7 July 1991
Sept enber 1990 21 Cctober 1990
April 1995 3 May 1995
Novenber 1991 20 Decenber 1991
January 1993 a/ 25 February 1993
Sept enber 1990 28 Cctober 1990
August 1990 15 Sept enmber 1990
January 1991 23 February 1991
July 1990 2 Septenber 1990
June 1993 a/ 16 July 1993
Oct ober 1993 25 Novenber 1993
Novenber 1994 29 Decenber 1994
January 1996 a/ 25 February 1996
Novenmber 1991 a/ 25 Decenber 1991
May 1991 a/ 13 June 1991
July 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Sept enber 1990 a/ 7 Cctober 1990
June 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Oct ober 1995 a/ 4 Novenber 1995

1 January 1993

25 June 1991
April 1995 a/ 10 May 1995
June 1995 16 July 1995
Decenber 1990 5 January 1991
July 1991 11 August 1991
August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
March 1993 31 March 1993
Sept enber 1995 6 October 1995
June 1990 2 Septenber 1990
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Swit zer| and

Syrian Arab
Republic

Taj i ki stan

Thai | and

The former Yugosl av
Rep.

Togo

Tonga

Trini dad and Tobago
Tuni si a

Tur key

Tur kneni st an
Tuval u
Uganda
Ukr ai ne
United Arab
Emrates

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Nort hern Irel and

Uni ted Republic
of Tanzani a

Ur uguay

Uzbeki st an

Vanuat u

Venezuel a
Vi et Nam
Yenen
Yugosl avi a
Zanbi a

Zi mhabwe

a/ Accession.

b/  Successi on.

of Macedoni a b/

18

26

30
26
14

17
21

19

30

26
26
13
26
30

May 1991

Sept enber 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1990
February 1990
Sept enber 1990

August 1990
February 1991

April 1990
June 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990
March 1990

24

15
26
27

February 1997 26 March 1997
July 1993 14 August 1993
Oct ober 1993 a/ 25 Novenber 1993
March 1992 a/ 26 April 1992

17 Septenber 1991
August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Novenber 1995 a/ 6 Decenber 1995
Decenber 1991 4 January 1992
January 1992 29 February 1992
April 1995 4 May 1995
Sept enber 1993 a/ 19 October 1993
Sept enber 1995 a/ 22 October 1995
August 1990 16 Septenmber 1990
August 1991 27 Septenber 1991
January 1997 a/ 2 February 1997

Decenmber 1991
June 1991
Novenmber 1990
June 1994 a/
July 1993

Sept enber 1990
February 1990
May 1991
January 1991
Decenmber 1991
Sept enber 1990

15
10
20
29

13

31

11

January 1992

July 1991
Decenber

July 1994
August 1993

1990

Cct ober
Sept enber
May 1991
February 1991
January 1992
Cct ober 1990

1990
1990



