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Jana DUDROVA and Imrich HORNANSKY, Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre Authority
of the Slovak Republic

The problem of the obligatory character standardized geographical names with diacritics

1. Diacritic is a sign, usually small, placed above, below, or across the letter or group of letters
in order to change phonemic value of the original letter (s). ([1], term No. 068).

Diacritic represents an important and irreplaceable item of many languages. The presence
or absence of the diacritic in the written form of a word, or the presence of different diacritic in
a word in comparison with the competitive word represents a word with different phonemic
value and, consequently, with different meaning of the word. This phenomenon applies both
for common name and proper name vocabulary. Accordingly in the group of languages which
use diacritics the existence of diacritics in geographic names is inevitable, because otherwise
the standardized forms of names would not be able to fulfil their identification function and
misinformation would occur.

2. In the activities of the UN Conferences on the Standardization of Geographical Names
(hereinafier referred to as SGN) and activities on the level of the UN Group of Experts on
Geographical Names UNGEGN diacritic problems are dealt with periodically. It is a process,
which reflects the conflict between the defenders of non-respecting, ignoring diacritics in
geographical names of other countries and the defenders of inevitable existence of diacritics,
who follow the knowledge of real needs, knowledge of the functionality of diacritics and,
consequently, are aware of irreplaceability of diacritics.

The resolution of the first UN Conference on SGN No. 1/10 admitted that diacritics,
which accompany letters of the Roman alphabet in many languages, make up an integral part of
the spelling of these languages and therefore it recommended that for international use all
geographic names oficially written in these alphabets remain unmodified even, and indeed
particularly, when they are written in capital letters.

The breach of this attitude stated in the Resolution No. 1/10 can be seen in the
Resolution of the third Conference No. 111/19, which recommended that the required lists of
exonyms do not contain selected categories of exonyms, apart from others neither those, which
differ from official names only by ommission, addition or alteration of diacritics.

The attempt not to respect the recommendation No. /10 is illustrated, in addition, by
this example. The Glossary of Toponymic Terminology submitted to the 6th UN Conference
on SGN [1] in the term No 088 stated that exonym is a name used in a specific language for a
topographic feature situated outside the area where that language has official status, and
differing from the endonym not only by diacritics or conversion. According to that the Czech
form of the name of the feature situated in the Czech Republic Maridnské Lazng and the
Slovak form Maridnske Lizne would be endonyms, or the Hungarian form of the name of
feature situated in Hungaria Budapest and also the Slovak form of the name BudapeSt’ would
be endonyms, which obviously cannot be agreed with, because they are the names with
different phonemic forms.

3. From the source material of the Slovak standardized geographical names were excerpted the
examples of the couples, which illustrate the subject of this paper. The essential part of
excerpted standardized geographic names occurs even several times. In all excerpted cases of

couples (in a few cases even trios) they are the with different phonemic forms. ,
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Baba - a hill in the village of Krizovany in the Presov district
Baba - both forest and pasture in the village of Se€ in the Prievidza district

Babinska - a gamekeeper's lodge in the village of Zakamenné in the Ndmestovo district
Babinska - both forest and pasture in the Dolny Kubin district

Bor - a forest in the village of Tatranska Javorina in the KeZmarok district
Bor - a hill in the village of Lazisko in the Liptovsky Mikulas district

Borie - a forest in the village of Dohiiany in the Pichov district
Baorie - a hill in the village of Bojnice in the Prievidza district

Borova - a village in the Trnava district
Borova - both hill and forest in the village of Sklabinsky Podzamok in the Martin district

Bory - a village in the Levice district
Bory - hill in the village of Drazkovce in the Martin district

Brezany - part of the village of NedoZery-Brezany in the Prievidza district
Brezany - a village in the PreSov district

Brezie - a field in the village of Poniky in the Banska Bystrica district
BreZie - a forest in the village of Byt&a in the By#ca district

BrodKy - both meadow and field in the village of NiZna Jablonka in the Humenné district
Brodky - a meadow in the village of Liptovska Luzna in the Ruzomberok district

Brusné - a forest in the village of Zitna-Radisa in the Topolcany district
Brusne - a forest in the village of Bystré in the I'ranov nad Toplou district

Bucie - a hill in the village of Lesnica in the Stara Luboviia District
Biidie - 2 meadow in the village of Donovaly in the Banskd Bystrica district

Cernina - a village in the Svidnik district
Cernina - a village in the Humenné district

Celovce - a village in the Presov district
Cel'ovee - a village in the Predov district

Danova - both hill and forest in the village of Medzilaborce in the Medzilaborce district
Datiova - a hill in the village of Kalinovo in the Medzilaborce district
Danova - a village in the Martin district

Drahy - a hill in the village of Dobro¢ in the Lucenec district
Drahy - a trigonometric station in the village of Brodzany in the Topolcany district

Drienov - a village in the Presov district
Drientov - both hill and forest in the village of Licince in the Rewiica district
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Drienové - part of the village of Plevnik-Drienové in the Povazska Bystrica district
Drieniové - hill in the village of Petrovce in the Rimavska Sobota district

Drienovec - a village in the Kosice-okolie district
Drieftovec - a hill in the village of Silick4 Jablonica in the RoZiava district

Drienovka - a water course in the village of Plevnik-Drienova in the Povazska Bystrica district
Driefiovka - a hill in the town of Povazska Bystrica in the Povazska Bystrica district

Drienovo - a village in the Krupina district
Drieitovo - both forest and valley in the village of Luborie¢ka in the Velfky Krtis district

Dubie - a forest in the village of Mala Cierna in the Zilina district
Dibie - a field in the village of Plavecky Peter in the Senica district

Hanusovi - a forest in the village of Stranske in the Zilina district
HanuSovi - a valley in the Zilina district

Horn4 - a field in the village of TopoP'niky in the Dunajska Streda district
Horiia - a village in the Sobrance district

Hrivnakova - a forest in the village of Thrag in the Ziar nad Hronom district
Hriviiikov4 - a forest in the village of Trnava Hora in the Ziar nad Hronom district

HruStie - a hill in the village of Popro¢ in the Rimavskd Sobota district
Hrustie - a field in the village of Cajakovce in the Nitra district

Jablonov - a village in the Levoca district
Jablofiov - a hill in the village of Prislop in the Humenné district

Jablonové - a village in the Malacky district
Jablotiové - a forest in the village of Byt&a in the Bytca district

Janova - a field in the village of Uhrovec in the Topoféany district
Janovi - a field in the village of Skacany in the Topol¢any district

Janovce - a village in the Bardejov district
Janovce - a village in the Galanta district

Jasenov - a village in the Humenné district
Jasefiov - a hill, forest and meadow in the village of Lenartov in the Bardejov district

Jasenova - a village in the Dolny Kubin district
Jaseniova - a valley in the PovaZska Bystrica district

Jasenové - a village in the Zilina district
Jasentové - a hill in the village of Stiavnik in the Byféa district
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Jasenovo - a village in the Turcianske Teplice district
Jasefiovo - a secluded house in the village of Podkrivaii in the Detva district

Jasov - a village in the Kosice-okolie district
Jasov - both hill and forest in the village of Koskovce in the Humenné district

Krupova - a field in the village of Zazriva in the Dolny Kubin district
Kripova - a hill in the village of Vitanova in the Tvrdosin district

Kutiny - a field in the village of Tvrdosin in the Tvrdosin district
Katiny - forest in the village of Pucov in the Dolny Kubin district

Lazany - a village in the Prievidza district
LaZany - a village in the Presov district

Lubin - 2 hill in the village of Brodzany in the Topo/éany district
Lubin - a meadow in the village of Nitrica in the Prievidza district

Lukatovce - a village in the Humenné district
Lukifovce - a village in the Nitra district

Macov - a village in the Dunajska Streda district
Macov - a cadastral area in the village of Diviaky nad Nitricou in the Prievidza district

Mala Maéa - a cadastral area in the town of Sladkoviovo in the Galanta district
Mald Maca - a field in the village of Farni in the Levice district

Manova - a forest in the village of Pruské in the llava district
Mainova - a forest in the village of Krivoklat in the Jlava district
Mariova - a forest in the village of Stakéin in the Snina district

Matovce - a village in the Svidnik district
Mat'ovee - a cadastral area in the village of Mat'ovské Vojkovce in the Michalovee district

Na abodi - a field in the village of Roziiava in the RoZhava district
Na dboti - a field in the vilage of Krasnohorské Podhradie in the Roznava district

PaPovo - a secluded house in the village of Moravské Lieskové in Palovo the Nove Mesto nad
I'dhom district
Palovo - a field in the village of Semerovo in the Nové Zamky district

Pasky - a field in the town of Dolna Streda in the Galanta district
Paky - a field in the village of Palarikovo in the Nové Zdamky district

Plosky - a hill in the village of Kanianka in the Prievidza district
Plosky - both forest and pasture in the village of Nitrica in the Prievidza district
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Pod Dubim - 2 meadow in the town of Liptovsky Mikulas in the Liptovsky Mikulds district
Pod Dibim - both field and pasture in the village of Pongracovce in the Levoca district

Podborie - a field in the village of Hatné in the Povazskd Bystrica district
Podbdrie - a field in the town of Povazska Bysttica in the Povaziskd Bystrica district

Podbrezie - a field in the village of Belusa in the Prichov district
PodbrezZie - both forest and meadow in the village of Liptovsky Peter in the Liptovsky
Mikulas district

Poskalie - a village in the Povaziska Bystrica district
Podskalie - a pasture in the village of Rudno in the Turcianske Teplice district

Polomka - a village in the Brezno district )
Poldomka - both forest and secluded house in the village of Abelova in the Lucenec district

Prosne - a field in the village of O%ova in the Zvolen district
Prosné - a cadastral area in the town of PovaZska Bystrica in the PovaZskd Bystrica district

Richnava - a village in the Gelnica district
Richiiava - a forest in the village of PodluZany in the Levice district

Rovna - a forest in the village of Deménovska Dolina in the Liptovsky Mikulds district
Roviia - a field in the village of Bugovce in the Poprad district

Rovne - a pasture in the village of Terchova in the Zilina district
Rovné - a village in the Svidnik district

Ritbane - both forest and meadow in the village of Babin in the Ndmestovo district
Riibané - forest, pasture and marsh in the village of Zaskalie in the Namestovo district

Sdsova - a cadastral area in the town of Banska Bystrica in the Banska Bystrica district
SaSova - a village in the Bardejov district

Sklabina - a village in the I'elky Krtis district
Sklabiiia - a village in the Martin district

Sokolce - a village in the Komdrno district
Sokol¢e - a cadastral area in the village of Vlachy in the Liptovsky Mikulds district

Strednai - a field in the village of Blatna Polianka in the Sobrance district
Strediia - both forest and meadow in the village of Rusky Hrabovec in the Sobrance district

Truavka - a pasture in the village of Horna Suca in the Trencin district
Trnavka - a village in the Trebisov district

Trnova - a field in the village of Slopna in the PovaZskd Bystrica district
Triiova - a hill in the town of Dubnica nad Véhom in the Jlava district
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Traovec - a water course in the village of Uhorskéa Ves in the Lipfovsky Mikuldas district
Tinovec - a trigonometric station in the village of DraZice in the Rimavska Bystrica district

I:Jdol - a village in the Stard Luboviia district
UdoP - a field in the village of Lenka in the Rimavska Sobota district

Uholnica - both hill and forest in the village of KoteSova in the Bytca district
Uhol'nica - a forest in the village of Dihé Pole in the Byféa district

Viesky - a forest in the village of Udi¢a in the Povaiska Bystrica district
Viesky - both forest and field in the village of Pregin in the PovaZska Bystrica district

VoPa - a village in the Michalovce district
Véla - a forest in the village of Remetské Hamre in the Sobrance district

Vribelka - a field in the village of Kamenec pod Vtaénikom in the Prievidza district
Vribelka - a water course in the village of Nemetky in the Topolcany district

Vrbové - a village in the Piedtany district
Vibové - a field in the village of Jurova in the Dunajska Streda district

Zibrezie - a forest in the village of MarSovaé in the BytCa district
Zabrezie - a field in the village of Trstin in the Trnava district

Zraz - a hill in the village of Kamenec pod Vtagnikom in the Prievidza district
Zriz - both forest and pasture in the village of Lehota pod Vtaénikom in the Prievidza district

4. The aim of this paper is to show that it is inevitable to respect diactirics in the Slovak
language as an integral part of standardized forms of Slovak geographical names and to
emphasize unexceptional need to respect the recommendation of the Resolution No. I/10.
Accordingly it is necessary to control the adoption of new recommendations of UN
conferencies on the standardization of geographical names and to revise the definition No. 088
of the Glossary of Toponymic Terminology E/CONF.85/CRP.l1 according to the
recommendation No. 11 of the 6th UN Conference on Geographic Names Standardization in
- the point 3 directed to the Working Group for Toponymic Terminology [2].
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