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Letter dated 21 Novenber 1997 fromthe Pernanent
Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

| have the honour to informyou that on 13 Novenber 1997, the Parlianment of
Ukr ai ne (Verkhovna Rada) adopted the Law of Ukraine entitled "On the Authorized
Human Ri ghts Representative of the Verkhovnha Rada"

This Law is ained at further devel oping the relevant provisions of the
Constitution of Ukraine, and the establishment of the said post is to exercise a
parliamentary control over the observance of the constitutional human rights and
freedons of citizens.

The Aut horized Human Rights Representative shall act independently fromthe
governnental bodies and officials and will not substitute for the activities of
any branches of power. Such person shall be appointed and dism ssed by the
Ver khovna Rada of Ukraine. A person nomnated to this post should be at |east
40 years old, have high noral standards, reside in Ukraine for no | ess than five
years, and have experience in human rights protection

The Aut horized Human Ri ghts Representative shall be appointed for a five-
year term upon the recomendati on of the Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada or by
no | ess than one fourth of the deputies. No person appointed to this position
will be allowed to exercise any other representation nandate or to take any
ot her posts in the governnental bodies.

The Law al so guarantees the prohibition of interference in the activity of
t he Authorized Human Ri ghts Representative of any governnment bodies, |ocal self-
governi ng bodi es, associations of citizens, enterprises, institutions or
organi zations, irrespective of the forns of ownership.
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The establishment of this post could serve as yet another vivid exanpl e of
Ukr ai ne' s conti nuous novenment on the road of denocratic reforns, the
i ncorporation of the principles of denocracy into the fabric of the society, and
strengthening the legal basis in ensuring human rights.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter circul ated as a docunent
of the General Assenbly under agenda item 112 (b).

(Signed) Vol odynyr YEL' CHENKO
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
of Ukraine to the United Nations



