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1. At its 4th plenary neeting, on 19 Septenber 1997, the CGeneral Assenbly, on
the recomendati on of the General Committee, decided to include in the agenda of
its fifty-second session the itementitled "Financial reports and audited
financial statements, and reports of the Board of Auditors"” and to allocate it
to the Fifth Committee.

2. The Fifth Committee considered the itemat its 27th, 29th, 30th and 41st
neetings, on 11, 14 and 17 Novenber and 15 Decenber 1997. Statenents and
observations made in the course of the Conmittee's consideration of the item and
the replies to queries raised are reflected in the rel evant summary records

(A C.5/52/SR 27, 29, 30 and 41).

3. For its consideration of the item the Commttee had before it the
fol | owi ng docunents:

(a) United Nations Institute for Training and Research. Financial report
and audited financial statenents for the year ended 31 Decenber 1996 and report
of the Board of Auditors (A/52/5/Add. 4);

(b) Voluntary funds admi nistered by the United Nati ons H gh Comm ssi oner
for Refugees. Audited financial statenents for the year ended 31 Decenber 1996
and report of the Board of Auditors (A/52/5/Add.5);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the inplenentation of the
reconmendati ons of the Board of Auditors (A/52/381);
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(d) Note by the Secretary-General transnmitting the concise summary of
principal findings, conclusions and recomendati ons contained in the reports of
the Board of Auditors (A/52/261);

(e) Report of the Advisory Conmittee on Admi nistrative and Budgetary
Questions (A/52/518).

4. At the 41st neeting, on 15 Decenber, the representative of Latvia
introduced a draft resolution entitled "Financial reports and audited financia
statenents, and reports of the Board of Auditors" (A/C 5/52/L.12), submitted by
the Chairman on the basis of informal consultations.

5. At the sane neeting, the Conmittee adopted draft resolution A/C 5/52/L.12
without a vote (see para. 6).

RECOMMVENDATI ON OF THE FI FTH COW TTEE
6. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the

following draft resolution

Fi nancial reports and audited financial statenents, and
reports of the Board of Auditors

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Havi ng consi dered, for the year ended 31 Decenber 1996, the financi al
report and audited financial statenents and the report of the Board of Auditors
on the United Nations Institute for Training and Research,! the audited
financial statements and the report of the Board of Auditors on the voluntary
funds adm nistered by the United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees,? the
report on neasures taken or to be taken by the United Nations Institute for
Trai ning and Research and the O fice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Ref ugees in response to the recommendati ons of the Board of Auditors,? the
conci se summary of principal findings, conclusions and recomendati ons cont ai ned
in the reports of the Board* and the report of the Advisory Committee on
Admi ni strative and Budgetary Questions,®

L' Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-second Session
Suppl ement _No. 5D (A/52/5/ Add. 4) .

2 |bid., Supplement No. 5E (A 52/5/Add.5).
3 A 52/ 381.

4 A 52/261, annex.

5 A/ 52/518.
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Taking into account the views expressed by del egations and the Board of
Auditors during the debate in the Fifth Conmmttee on the financial reports and
audited financial statenments and the reports of the Board of Auditors on the
af orenenti oned organi zations, ®

Taki ng note of the neasures taken by the Executive Director of the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research and the United Nations Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees to inplement the current recomrendati ons of the Board
of Auditors,

Commendi ng the Board of Auditors for carrying out its reviews in a
conpr ehensi ve and efficient nmanner

Recogni zing the difficult conditions under which the Ofice of the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees does its work,

Noti ng the observation of the Board of Auditors, in paragraphs 25 to 30 of
its report,? that the adm nistrative expenditures of the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research fromthe General Fund have been increasing
even as its total incone has been decreasing over the | ast several years,

Expressing concern that the headquarters of the United Nations High
Conmmi ssi oner for Refugees selected for subm ssion of quotations vendors froma
very narrow geographi cal base,

1. Accepts the financial reports and audited financial statenments and the
audit opinions and reports of the Board of Auditors on the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research and the voluntary funds adm ni stered by the
United Nations H gh Comm ssi oner for Refugees;

2. Al so accepts the concise summary of principal findings, conclusions
and recommendati ons of the Board of Auditors® and the comments thereon contained
in the report of the Advisory Committee on Admi nistrative and Budgetary
Questions,® except for the request in paragraph 17 of the report;

3. Requests the Board of Auditors to further inprove its reports by
i ncludi ng short executive summaries, highlighted text boxes and a nobre concise
narrative;

4. Al so requests the Board of Auditors to nonitor conpliance with the
rel evant provisions on consultants of General Assenbly resolution 51/226 of
3 April 1997;

5. Wl cones the introduction of a new section, pursuant to section A,
par agraph 7, of General Assenbly resolution 51/225 of 3 April 1997, in the
reports of the Board of Auditors highlighting the previous reconrendati ons which
had not been fully inplenmented;

5 See summary records of the Fifth Conmittee (A/ C 5/52/SR 27, 29 and 30).
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6. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Institute for
Trai ni ng and Research and the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees to
conplete the inplenmentation of the recommendati ons of the Board of Auditors;

7. Endorses the request of the Advisory Conmittee on Adm nistrative and
Budgetary Questions’ to the Executive Director of the United Nations Institute
for Training and Research and the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees
to consult with the Board of Auditors on the inplication of submtting biennia
reports instead of annual reports, and to report thereon to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-third session;

8. Reiterates its request that the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees conply fully with the United Nations System Accounting
St andar ds;

9. Expresses concern at the observations nmade by the Board of Auditors,
in paragraphs 79 to 98 of its report, regarding the use of consultants, and
endorses its recommendati ons thereon;?

10. Recommends, in accordance with the rel evant reconmendati ons in the
report of the Advisory Commttee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, that
the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees should take
i mediate steps to inprove its contracting policy, to prepare nore precise terns
of reference and to establish and maintain an updated central roster;?®

11. Requests the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Ref ugees to fully observe and inplement the established procedure for
procurenent, including procurenment of goods and services fromas wde a
geogr aphi cal basis as possible, and the provisions of General Assenbly
resolution 51/231 of 13 June 1997

" A52/518, para. 3.

8 O0ficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-second Session
Suppl emrent No. 5E (A/52/5/Add.5), sect. I.

® A/52/518, para. 12.




