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Safety and security of hunmnitarian personne

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng its resolution 46/182 of 19 Decenber 1991 on the strengthening
of the coordination of humanitarian enmergency assistance of the United Nations,

Deeply concerned by the growi ng nunber of conplex humanitarian energenci es,
in particular armed conflicts and post-conflict situations, in the |last few
years, which have dramatically increased the |oss of human lives, suffering of
victins, flows of refugees and internally displaced persons, as well as materia
destruction, which disrupt the devel opnent efforts of countries affected,
particularly those of devel oping countries,

Consci ous of the need for the international comunity to assist and protect
the affected civilian population, including refugees and internally displaced
persons, in conplex humanitarian energencies, in particular armed conflicts and
post-conflict situations,

Consci ous also of the great inportance of humanitarian and ot her recovery

and rehabilitation assistance in post-conflict situations, the voluntary return
and reintegration of refugees and internally displaced persons, the return to
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civilian life of former conmbatants and the re-establishnment of respect for human
rights, the need to ensure a snooth transition fromrelief to rehabilitation and
the promotion of econom c and soci al devel opnent,

Taking note of the statenent by the President of the Security Council of
19 June 1997,! and the views expressed during the open debate at the 3778th
meeting of the Security Council on 21 May 1997, on protection for humanitarian
assistance to refugees and others in conflict situations,

Noting the role that a permanent international crimnal court could play in
bringing to justice those responsible for serious violations of internationa
humani tarian [ aw, and comrending in this respect resolution 51/207 of
17 Decenber 1996 on the establishnment of a permanent international crimna
court,

Awar e that humanitarian operations are generally inplenmented through cl ose
cooperati on anmong Governnents and the United Nations, its agencies, other
i nternational organi zati ons and Governnments and non-gover nnental organizati ons,

Commendi ng t he courage of those who take part in humanitarian operations,
often at great personal risk

Deploring the rising toll of casualties anong humanitarian personnel in
conpl ex humani tarian energencies, in particular armed conflicts and post-
conflict situations, as well as the physical violence and harassnment to which
those participating in humanitarian operations are too frequently exposed,

1. Strongly stresses the urgent need to ensure respect for and pronotion
of principles and nornms of international humanitarian |aw, including those
related to the safety and security of humanitarian personnel, both internationa
and | ocal

2. Strongly condemms any act or failure to act which obstructs or
prevents humani tarian personnel fromdi scharging their humanitarian functions,
or which entails their being subjected to threats, the use of force or physica
attack frequently resulting in injury or death;

3. Calls upon all Governments and parties in conplex humanitarian
energencies, in particular armed conflicts and post-conflict situations, in
countries where humani tarian personnel are operating, in conformty with the
rel evant provisions of international |aw and national |aws, to cooperate fully
with the United Nations and other humanitarian agenci es and organi zati ons, and
to ensure the safe and unhi ndered access of humanitarian personnel in order to
allow themto performefficiently their task of assisting the affected civilian
popul ati on, including refugees and internally displaced persons;

4. Calls upon all Governnments and parties in countries where humanitarian
personnel are operating to take all possible neasures to ensure that the lives
and wel | -bei ng of humanitarian personnel are respected and protected,;
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5. Reaffirns the necessity for all humanitarian personnel to respect the
nati onal laws of the countries in which they are operating;
6. Uges all States to ensure that any threat or act of viol ence

committed agai nst humanitarian personnel on their territory is fully

i nvestigated and to take all appropriate neasures, in accordance with

i nternational |aw and national |egislation, to ensure that the perpetrators of
such acts are prosecuted;

7. Wl cones the opportunity to discuss the respect for and security of
humani tari an personnel at the First Periodical Meeting on Internationa
Humanitarian Law, to be held at Geneva in January 1998, and invites all States
parties to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 to take an active part in
t hat neeting;

8. Encourages all States to becone parties to and to fully respect the
provisions of the relevant international instrunents, including the Convention
on the Safety of United Nations and Associ ated Personnel of 9 Decenber 1994, 2

9. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to present a report to the Genera
Assenbly at its fifty-third session on the safety and security situation of all
humani t ari an personnel and measures to be taken to inprove it, taking into
account the views of Covernments, the Inter-Agency Standing Conmttee, other
rel evant humanitarian actors, as well as the United Nations Security
Coor di nat or .

2 General Assenbly resolution 49/59, annex.



