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Letter dated 8 Decenber 1997 from the Pernmanent Representatives
of Costa Rica, Guatennla and the Russian Federation to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

We have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of a joint
statenment by the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, the
M nisters for Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, Honduras and Ni caragua and the
Deputy Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of the Domi nican Republic, El Sal vador and
Guat ermal a, signed in San José on 28 Novenber 1997 (see annex).
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We should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under agenda itens 45,
58, 60, 104, 152 and 157, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) J. A MARTI NI HERRERA (Signed) F. BERROCAL SOTO
Anbassador Anbassador
Per manent Representative Per manent Representative
of GQuatenala to the of Costa Rica to the
United Nations United Nations

Chairman pro tenpore of
the Central American

Integration System

(Signed) S. LAVROV
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
of the Russi an Federation
to the United Nations
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ANNEX

Joi nt st at enent

On 28 Novenber 1997, the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation, the Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of Costa R ca, Honduras and
Ni caragua, and the Deputy Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of the Dom nican
Republic, El Salvador and Guatermala net in San José with a view to strengthening
and devel opi ng cooperation and political dialogue in a nmultilateral and regi ona
f ramewor k.

The Russi an Federation, Central America and the Domi ni can Republic
reiterated their firmcomritnment to denocracy, their readi ness to ensure respect
for and protect human rights, and their intention to continue to abide strictly
by the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international |aw as
t he indi spensabl e basis for building |asting peace and devel oping internationa
cooperation. They al so expressed their support for a new, nore denocratic and
just world order, and noted the grow ng geopolitical and econom c inportance of
the countries represented at the neeting in contenporary internationa
rel ations.

The participants in the neeting attached great inportance to issues
relating to the reformof the United Nations in the interests of all countries
and to the inmprovenent of the effectiveness of its activities, and decl ared
their firmintention to strengthen contacts within the O ganization and in other
i nternational foruns.

The participants in the neeting expressed their readi ness to strengthen
cooperation anong their countries with a viewto conbating illicit drug-
trafficking and drug consunption and related crimnal activities, the
manufacture of and illegal traffic in firearns and expl osives, and terrorismin
all its aspects. These crines pose a serious threat to nankind.

The M nister for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation stressed the
i nportance that his country attached to Central Anerica and the Dom ni can
Republic in the context of the Russian Federation's Latin American policy, and
expressed his support for the efforts of the countries of the subregion to
achi eve the objectives of the Central Anerican Alliance for Sustainable
Devel opnent. He noted that the positive changes in the subregion, in particular
t he devel opment of integration process and the new concept of denobcratic
security, are creating favourable conditions for the devel opnment of Centra
Aneri ca.

For their part, the Mnisters and Deputy Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of
Central America and of the Dom nican Republic declared their support for the
prof ound denocratic changes taking place in the Russian Federation, noting in
particul ar the Russian Government's efforts to carry out econom c and socia
reforms.

During the neeting, the current state of, and prospects for, relations
bet ween t he Russian Federation, Central Anerica and the Dom nican Republic were
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consi dered, and the participants wel comed the progress that had recently been
made, in particular the special interest these countries had shown in broadening
econom ¢ cooperation in the areas of science, technology and tourism as well as
ot her areas. They noted the many opportunities for strengthening and

devel opi ng such ties at the governnment and private sector |evels.

Wth a view to encouragi ng i nvestnents, trade and exchanges in the fields
of politics, econony, culture, science and sport, the Mnister for Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation and the Mnisters and Deputy Mnisters for
Foreign Affairs of Central Anerica and the Dom ni can Republic agreed to
establish a mechanismto pronote di al ogue and consul tati on.

The sides expressed their gratitude to the Government of Costa Rica for
taking the initiative to hold this nmeeting and for the hospitality that they
recei ved during the neeting.

Signed in San José on 28 Novenber 1997.

(Signed) Yevgeny M PRI MAKOV (Signed) Fernando NARANJO VI LLALOBCOS
M nister for Foreign Affairs M ni ster for Foreign Affairs and
of the Russian Federation Worship of Costa Rica
(Signed) Del mer URBI ZO PANTI NG (Signed) Emilio ALVAREZ MONTALVAN
M nister for Foreign Affairs M nister for Foreign Affairs
of Hondur as of Ni caragua
(Signed) Luis Arturo ZALVI DAR (Signed) Gabriel AGULLERA
Deputy M nister for Foreign Deputy M nister for Foreign
Affairs of El Sal vador Affairs of Cuatenal a

(Signed) @uido D ALESSANDRO
Deputy M nister for Foreign
Affairs of the Dom ni can
Republic



