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PERVMANENT M SSI ON OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES
TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS OFFI CE AT GENEVA

The Permanent M ssion of the League of Arab States to the United Nations
O fice at Ceneva presents its conplinents to the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human
Ri ght s/ Centre for Human Ri ghts and has the honour to transmt herewith a note
fromM Said Kamal, Assistant Secretary-CGeneral of the League of Arab States
and Head of the Directorate-General for Palestinian Affairs, concerning the
granting of licences by the Israeli Mnistry of Health for the testing of
dangerous pharmaceuticals on Pal estinian and Arab detai nees and prisoners.

The Permanent M ssion requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human
Ri ght s/ Centre for Human Rights to investigate this matter and to submit this
note to the Comm ssion on Human Rights, at its next session, as an officia
docunent of the Comm ssion

The Permanent M ssion of the League of Arab States to the United Nations

O fice takes this opportunity to convey to the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human
Ri ght s/ Centre for Human Ri ghts the assurances of its highest consideration

Ceneva, 15 Septenber 1997
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8 Septenber 1997

1. I wish to informyou that the Secretary-Ceneral of the League of

Arab States has received a letter fromthe Mnistry of Information of the

Pal estinian National Authority concerning the issue by the Israeli Mnistry of
Health of 1,000 licences to Israeli pharnaceutical conpanies to test dangerous
pharmaceuti cal s on Pal estinian and Arab detai nees and prisoners in |srael
prisons. This information was reveal ed by a nmenber of the Scientific
Committee of the Israeli Knesset and confirnmed by the head of the
Pharmaceuti cal Departnent of the Israeli Mnistry of Health before the nenbers
of the Israeli Kneeset during the sane neeting. These |icences, which wll
turn detai nees and prisoners into guinea pigs, constitute a gross and
unprecedented violation of their human dignity and pose a flagrant threat to
their lives.

2. The neasures taken by the Israeli occupation authorities blatantly
violate the international conventions designed to safeguard the physical
psychol ogi cal and nental health of the prisoners detained by the occupation
forces and also flagrantly infringe the principles of international |aw,
humani tari an val ues and human rights instrunents.

3. In the light of the above, in fulfilnment of your responsibilities as

Hi gh Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts, we request you to make representations to
the Israeli occupation authorities with a viewto securing the i mmedi ate and
total cessation of these experinments, which are inconpatible with the nost
fundanmental human rights, and to ensure that the Centre for Human Ri ghts
publ i shes a report on this matter

(Si_gned) Sai d Kana
Assi stant Secretary-General of
the League of Arab States and
Head of the Directorate-Cenera
for Palestinian Affairs



