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Concl udi ng observations of the Committee on the
Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation

Pol and

1. At its 1222nd and 1223rd neetings, held on 7 and 8 August 1997, the
Committee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation considered the
thirteenth and fourteenth periodic reports of Poland (CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 10) and
adopted, at its 1235th and 1236th neetings, held on 18 August 1997, the
foll owi ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A. | nt r oducti on

2. The Committee wel cones the report subnitted by the Government of

Pol and, which generally follows the guidelines and contains informtion about
changes and devel opments that have occurred since the consideration of the
previ ous periodic report. The Commttee al so wel conmes the suppl enentary
information given to it during the consideration of the report. It expresses
its appreciation for the dialogue with the high-level delegation and for the
detail ed answers given orally to the questions raised by nenbers.

3. The Committee notes with satisfaction the cormitnent of the State party
to make shortly the declaration under article 14 of the Convention recogni zing
the Committee's conpetence to exam ne conplaints of persons who claimto be
victinms of violation by the State party of the rights set forth in the
Conventi on.
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B. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention

4, The econom ¢ changes that are still taking place in Poland may affect
the full enjoynent of economc, social and cultural rights, especially of
those belonging to mnority groups.

C. Positive aspects

5. The recent adoption by the National Assenbly of the State party of a new
Constitution, which will enter into force on 17 October 1997, under which the
Convention will be directly applicable by the courts is noted with interest.

It is also noted that a new Penal Code, a Code of Crimnal Procedure and a
Code of Execution of Penalties have been adopted and will all enter into force
on 1 January 1998

6. The neasures taken by the conpetent authorities of the State party in
recent cases of incitenent to racial hatred are wel coned. The work of the
Onbudsman in relation to the pronotion and protection of human rights is also
a positive devel opnent.

7. The efforts undertaken by the State party to protect minorities are

wel comed. In this regard, the bilateral treaties, which include specific

provi sions of protection against racial discrinmnation and guarantees of equa
rights with regard to mnorities, that have been signed w th nei ghbouring
countries, are an encouragi ng developnent. It is also noted with satisfaction
that the Act on the Elections to the Sejm of 28 May 1993 provi des neasures for
promoting mnority rights in the el ectoral process.

8. The agreement on relations between the State and the three main Churches
adopted on 20 February 1997 is wel coned, as well as the agreenent between the
State and the Jewi sh communities of Poland in which, inter alia, the State
recogni zes their ownership rights with respect to the property which bel onged
to those communities on 1 Septenber 1939 and was taken over by the State after
the Second World War.

D. Principal subjects of concern

9. Despite the witten and oral information provided by the Polish
representative, regarding the self-executing character of the Convention in
donestic |law, concern is expressed at the absence of specific |egislative
measures to enforce some of its provisions.

10. It is noted with concern that several serious acts of violence relating
to racial discrimnation have taken place in the State party during the period
under review, targeting especially Jews and Rona mnorities.

11. Concern is expressed at the insufficient legal framework from decl aring
illegal and prohibiting non-political groups and associations which

di ssemi nate ideas based on racial superiority or hatred, incitenent to racia
discrimnation as well as acts of violence or incitement to such acts agai nst
any race or group of persons.
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12. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of article 5 of the Convention
concern is expressed that the rights to work and housi ng of persons bel ongi ng
to mnorities may not be sufficiently protected fromracial discrimnation in
the current period of economic transition

13. It is noted with concern that, despite evident efforts made by the
authorities, children belonging to mnority groups do not always have access
to education in their own | anguage.

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

14. The Committee suggests that the State party fully clarify in its next
periodic report the status of the International Convention on the Elimnation
of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation in relation to donestic |aw.
Additionally, it would welconme in the next report exanples of court decisions
relating to this matter, if any are avail able.

15. Wth regard to non-political groups and associ ati ons which di ssem nate

i deas based on racial superiority or hatred, incitenment to racial
discrimnation, as well as acts of violence or incitenent to such acts agai nst
any race or group of persons, the Conmittee recommends that the State party
take all neasures required under the Convention to prohibit their existence.

16. Wth regard to statistical information on mnorities, the Commttee
suggests that the State party take all appropriate neasures to conpile nore
preci se information and include such data in the next periodic report.

17. The Committee reconmends that the State party al so take neasures nore
fully to guarantee econonm c, social and cultural rights, as defined in article
5 (e), for mnority groups, including the rights to work and to housing, and
that it include nore conprehensive information in its next periodic report on
the inplenentati on of the provisions of article 5 (e). The Comrmittee al so
recommends that the State party adopt a conprehensive programme of action to
promote and protect the rights of the Roma popul ation

18. Wi | e acknow edgi ng the recent efforts nade by the State party in this
regard, the Cormittee recommends that the authorities increase their efforts
to give children belonging to mnorities fuller access to education in their
own | anguage. It also recommends that the authorities take appropriate
nmeasures to nmeet the specific educational needs of Roma children

19. The Committee reconmends that the next report contain detailed
i nformati on regarding prosecutions for acts of racial discrimnation
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20. The Committee reconmends that the State party ensure the w de
di ssem nation of its report and of the concluding observations of the
Conmittee.

21. The Committee reconmends that the State party ratify the amendnents to
article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention, adopted at the fourteenth neeting
of States parties.

22. The Committee reconmends that the State party's next periodic report be
an updating report and address the concerns expressed by the Conmittee.



