UNITED

NATIONS T D

United Nations Distr.

LI M TED
Conference

TD B/ WP/ L. 80
on Trade and 9 Decenber 1997
Development Qriginal : ENGLISH

TRADE AND DEVELCOPMENT BQARD
Wrking Party on the Mediumterm Pl an
and the Programme Budget
Thirtieth session
Ceneva, 6-8 (ctober (Part one)
and 8 Decenber 1997 (Part two)
Agenda itens 3 and 4
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EVALUATI ON O TECHNI CAL GOOPERATI ON PROGRAMVES:
(a) | N-DEPTH STUDY ON TRAI NFORTRADE

Agreed conclusions *

The Working Party ,

Notes the 1998-2000 plan for technical cooperation prepared by the UNCTA D
secretariat, as contained in docunent TD/ B/ WP/ 104,

Decides to transmt the plan to the Trade and Devel opnent Board, acc ount being
taken of the comments expressed by the Wrking Party.

* As adopted by the Wrking Party at the closing plenary of the second part of
its thirtieth session
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Havi ng considered the evaluation report on the TRAI NFORTRADE Programme, a S
contai ned in docunent TO B/ WP/ 103,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the evaluation report;

2. Reaffirns the inportance it attaches to hum an resources devel opnent and
to UNCTAD s role in this respect, in accordance with the Mdrand Declaration, and
invites the Secretary-General of UNCTAD to pursue his efforts to reinforce thes e
activities;

3. Recogni ses the expertise and the conparative advantage of UNCTAD in this
area;

4. V¢l cones the neasures being taken by the Se cretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD to

strengthen the TRAI NFORTRADE Progranmre and invites himto take into consideration
in this process the conclusions and recommendati ons contained in the evaluatio n
report and to submt a progress report to the Wrrking Party in 1998;

5. Further welcones the statenment nade by the secretariat concerning the
increase in the resources to be allocated to the Programme, includin g regul ar budget
resour ces;

6. Invites donor CGovernments and institutions to increase thei r

contribution to the Programme;

7. Stresses the inportance of:

Accur at e needs assessnent;

The inproved sust ainability of the Programre at national, subregional
and regional |evels;

Proper selection of national institutions, through consultations, i n
the design and inplenentation of specific p rojects, taking into account
the offers made by sonme institutions in this regard;
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8. Notes with appreciation the results achieved so far by the Programre and
urges the Secretary-Gneral of UNCTAD to enhance the inpl enentation of the projects,

including with respect to their follow up and nanagenent;

9. Wl comes the neasures being taken by the secretariat in wusin g
i nf ormati on technologies wthin TRA NFORTRADE, which should maximze th e
geogr aphi cal reach of the Programre;

10. Recogni ses the desirability of noving towar ds the creation of generally
acceptabl e diplonas, once the basic preconditions are met, in particular in terns

of internal quality control;

11. Stresses the need for regular nonitoring of the Programme, as well as
for its evaluation at shorter intervals;

12. Enphasises the need for regular consultations among donors ,
beneficiaries and the secretariat on TRAI NFORTRADE;

13. Takes note with appreciation of the enhance d cooperati on between UNCTAD

and other organizations, in particular ITC and WIQ in the inplenentation of th e
TRAI NFCRTRADE Programme and  encourages the secretariat to continue and increase its
efforts in this direction in order to pronote coherence and conpl enentarity;

14, Notes the very use ful format of this type of evaluation and encour ages
the secretariat to use it in future.



