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1. The Advi sory Committee on Admi nistrative and Budgetary Questions consi dered
the report of the Secretary-General of 14 Novenber 1997 on office accompdati on
at the Palais Wlson in Geneva (A/C.5/52/19). The report seeks the concurrence
of the General Assenbly for the acceptance of the proposal of the Swi ss Federa
Council to place at the disposal of the United Nations office accommpdati on at
the Palais Wlson. During its consideration of the report, the Commttee net
with representatives of the Secretary-General, who provided additiona

i nformation.

2. As indicated in paragraph 3 of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral, the
bui | ding woul d be provided rent-free, initially for the period from 1998 to
2000, with the intention of maintaining that arrangenent indefinitely. Under

t he proposal, the building would be nmanaged by t he Fondati on des i meubl es pour

| es organi sations internationales, which would be responsible for building and
techni cal service installations (maintenance, renovation and repairs). The
United Nations OFfice at Geneva woul d be responsible for the paynent of those
services, at the fixed rate of Sw 78 (or approximately $54) per square netre
per year, until the end of the year 2000. The Advisory Conmttee was i nforned
that it was anticipated that this nmaintenance fee of Swk 78 would remain
constant for the first five-year period of occupancy. However, beyond the fifth
year, it was expected that certain technical installations mght have to be

over haul ed and, consequently, an increase of 5 to 10 per cent in the maintenance
fee was expected during the second five-year period of occupancy. The Advisory
Committee requests the Secretary-General to indicate in his next report how this
nmai nt enance fee conpares with comrercial maintenance rates for such services at
simlar |ocations.
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3. As indicated in paragraphs 21 and 23 of the report, the total cost of the
nove to the Palais WIlson for the biennium 1998-1999 woul d anobunt to $6, 050, 000,
of which $3, 920,000 (%$2,990,000 for a nunber of one-tinme costs and $930, 000 for
mai nt enance costs) woul d be covered by the Swiss authorities and the bal ance of
$2, 130,000 fromresources of the United Nations. The Advisory Conmittee was
informed that, on 1 Decenber 1997, the Swiss Federal Council had decided to

rel ease an anount of SwF 4 million for the financing of the one-time structura
costs referred to above. A breakdown of the one-time and the recurrent costs is
provided in paragraphs 7 to 20 and in the table in paragraph 24 of the
Secretary-Ceneral's report. The Advisory Conmittee notes (para. 23) that no
additional resources are requested for the biennium 1998-1999, but that the
recurrent costs associated with the mai ntenance and operation of the building
woul d be included in the provisions of the proposed progranme budget under
section 27F, Admi nistration, Ceneva.

4. Wth regard to the agreenent with the Swiss authorities, as indicated in
paragraph 3 of the report:

"This agreenent is yet to be established to take into account practical and
ot her arrangenents regardi ng the proposed nove of the Ofice of the United
Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to the Palais Wlson, which is
still under discussion with the Swiss authorities."”

The Commttee was informed that the Ofice of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat
had revi ewed the nodel |ease agreenent used by the Fondation des inmeubl es pour
| es organisations internationales and that it was anticipated that the United
Nations commrents and observations woul d be accommpdat ed by the Fondation in the
final text of the agreenent.

5. As indicated in paragraph 4 of the report, the Palais WIson contains
sufficient space for the office acconmpdati on and conference space needs of the
Ofice of the H gh Conmissioner; noreover, it is anticipated that the building
coul d be occupied by md-April 1998. In that connection, the Advisory Comrittee
sought clarification and requested information on the current office space of
the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner and requirements foreseen in 1998-1999. The
Committee was inforned that the office space to be released by the Ofice of the
H gh Comm ssioner at the Palais des Nations was about 3,000 square nmetres (see
annex |). Information on the overall space that would be available to the
United Nations at the Palais WIson, as provided to the Commttee, is shown in
annex Il. In this connection, the Conmittee notes that an anal ysis has not yet
been made of the space requirenents of the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner in
relation to the overall space to be nade available at the Palais Wlson. In
preparing this analysis, the Commttee believes that the possibility of
accommodating other United Nations units should be expl ored specifically.

6. The Advisory Committee notes that the proposal includes the provision of
conference facilities and rel ated equi pnent at the Palais WIson, amounting to
$1.5 mllion (A/C.5/52/19, para. 7). As indicated in the table in paragraph 24
of the report, such costs would be net by the Swiss authorities fromthe anount
of SWF 4 million, nmentioned in paragraph 3 above. The Committee notes that a
conference roomcurrently exists with a capacity of 100 to 120 places. Two
addi tional conference roons are proposed at the Palais WIlson for conference
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requi renents of the Ofice of the H gh Commi ssioner (one with a seating capacity
of 100 to 120 places and the other with a capacity of 60 to 80). It is
envi saged that, because of space considerations, the two additional roonms woul d
operate via renpte interpretation fromthe Palais des Nations (para. 7).

7. The Advisory Conmittee recalls that, in connection with its exam nation of
t he proposed programme budget for the biennium 1998-1999, it was inforned
(A/52/7 (Chap. Il, Part VI, para. VI.11)):

"The Secretary-General estimated a total of 1,488 neetings of

i ntergovernnmental organs. The Conmittee points out that the human rights
programe has given rise to a conplex intergovernnental machinery. It is
the view of the Committee that the tine has cone for the Conm ssion to cone
up with a nore pragmatic nmeeting programe for the various subconm ssions,
commi ttees and other groups and that consideration should be given to
hol di ng sonme neetings every other year instead of annually."

Under the circunstances, the Advisory Commttee believes that there is a need
for further analysis in connection with the proposal to build additiona
conference facilities at the Palais Wlson. 1In the Conmttee's view, it should
be denonstrated that the conference facilities at the Palais des Nations woul d
remain fully utilized and cost effective.

8. The nmove to the Palais WIson would increase the space available at the
Pal ai s des Nations. According to the Secretary-Ceneral, this, in turn, would
enabl e the rationalization and consolidation of existing operations within the
Pal ai s des Nations or the Geneva Executive Centre and, thereby, the closure of
the Petit Saconnex annex (A/C.5/52/19, para. 4). The Conmittee was provided
with information on the current occupants of Petit Saconnex and their foreseen
pl aces of relocation (see annex I11).

9. As indicated in paragraph 22 of the report, the proposed nove to the Palais
W son woul d be acconpani ed by the closure of the Petit Saconnex annex. The
resources originally intended for the Petit Saconnex |ocation would be utilized
to cover the costs related to the Palais WIlson. The estimated anount to be
transferred in this regard woul d be $705,000 for the biennium 1998-1999. It was
not clear to the Advisory Conmittee whether the proposed nove of the Ofice of
the H gh Commi ssioner to the Palais WIlson was the result of a careful cost-
effective analysis or if it was due to the offer fromthe Swiss authorities, or
bot h.

10. In the Commttee's opinion, there are nany el enents of the recurrent costs
that need further explanation and rationalization. For exanple, the Commttee
does not believe that the previous "shuttle bus" arrangenents between the Petit
Saconnex | ocation and the Palais de Nations should automatically be transferred
to the new location at the Palais WIlson at a cost of $100,000. Sinmlarly, the
servi ces of an audio (conference equipnent) technician could be provided within
existing resources if it is determned that there is not a need to build
additional conference roomfacilities at the Palais WIson (see para. 7 above)
and, in general, the costs of mmintenance, renovation, repairs and cl eaning
(%1, 195, 000) appear high.
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11. The Advisory Conmittee notes from paragraph 21 and the table in

par agraph 24 of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral that the costs to be covered
by the United Nations for the biennium 1998-1999, anmounting to $2,130,000 (see
para. 3 above), are to be absorbed through redepl oyment of existing and
projected United Nations resources and contri butions from extrabudgetary
operations occupying the space vacated by the Ofice of the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Rights. The Committee points out, however, that not al
extrabudget ary sources and potential new tenants who will occupy the space

rel eased by the novenent of staff of the Ofice of the H gh Conmm ssioner to the
Pal ais Wl son have been identified.

12. Taking into account its observations in paragraphs 4 and 7 to 9 above, the
Advi sory Committee is of the view that many el enments of the proposal remain to
be conpleted. The Committee therefore recommends that the General Assenbly take
note of the report of the Secretary-General and, bearing in mnd the needs of
the Organi zation and cost effectiveness, encourage the Secretary-Ceneral to
continue his negotiations with the Swiss authorities with regard to the offer of
the Palais Wlson and to report to the Assenbly for a final decision.
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ANNEX |
Space rel eased by the Ofice of the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
Surface area
Location/fl oor (Square netres) To be occupi ed by Rent
Bui | di ng DY G ound 324. 30 United Nations Conpensation a
f1 oor/ basenent Conmi ssi on?
Bui | di ng DY 1st 344.50 United Nations Conpensation a
Conmi ssi on?
Bui | di ng D/ 2nd 344.50 United Nations Conpensation a
Conmi ssion @
Bui I ding D/ 3rd 331. 70 United Nations Conpensation a
Conmi ssion @
Bui I ding D/ 4th 344.50 Joint Inspection Unit Free
Bui I ding D/ 5th 344.50 Joint Inspection Unit Free
Bui I ding A/5th 451. 30 United Nations Institute for Free
Di sar manent Research
Bui | ding A/ 8th 409. 80 Fr ee® -
Bui I ding T/ 5th 133. 60 Fr ee® -
Tot al 3 028.70

a As indicated earlier,

the United Nations Conpensation Commi ssion will pay

rent and rei nbursenent towards utilities and ot her costs.

b Occupancy to be determni ned.
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ANNEX ||
Proposed use of space at the Palais WIson
Descri ption Square netres?
O fice space to be occupied by the Ofice of the United 4 200
Nati ons H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights
Conference roons - ground and first floors 550
First basement - storage, few offices 1 200
Second basenent - naintenance and technical areas 1 200
Four smal |l neeting roons/del egates | ounge - ground fl oor 320
Entrance hall - ground fl oor 270
Cafeteria - ground fl oor 240
Corridor space, stairways and security - all four floors 2 000
and ground fl oor
Toil ets and technical /mai ntenance installations - all 250
floors
Tot al 10 230

a Approximate figures.
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Surface area

(square Responsible for Relocation costs
Services metres) relocation Relocation to borne by*

United Nations Research Institute 960.3 b Free

for Social Development United Nations Office at Geneva

United Nations Institute for Training 565.2 United Nations Institute for Geneva Executive United Nations Institute for

and Research Training and Research Centre Training and Research

United Nations Non-Governmental 164.0 Palais Free

Liaison Service United Nations Office at Geneva

Department of Humanitarian Affairs 11155 United Nations Office at Geneva Palais® Free

Federation of International Civil 147.6 b Free

Servants' Associations United Nations Office at Geneva

International Computing Centre 16.4 International Computing Centre b International Computing
Centre

Council of Non-Governmental 62.7 Council of Non-Governmental b Council of Non-

Organizations in Consultative Organizations in Consultative Governmental

Status with the Economic and Status with the Economic and Organizations in

Social Council Social Council Consultative Status with
the Economic and Social
Council

International Decade for Natural 393.6 Palais Free

Disaster Reduction United Nations Office at Geneva

United Nations Conference on 419.1 Palais Free

Trade and Development United Nations Office at Geneva

Department for Development 344.4 b Free

Support and Management Services United Nations Office at Geneva

Statistics Division 131.2 United Nations Office at Geneva b Free

World Federation of United Nations 196.8 b Free

Associates United Nations Office at Geneva

Information Systems Coordination 196.8 United Nations Office at Geneva Palais Free

Committee

Electronic Services Section 98.4 United Nations Office at Geneva Palais Free

General Services 95.8 United Nations Office at Geneva Palais Free

® It is the understanding of the Organization that as regards relocation costs indicated as "Free", the move from Petit Saconnex to the United Nations
Office at Geneva will be considered in the same context as the move from the United Nations Office at Geneva to the Palais Wilson, which is to be

borne by the Swiss authorities.

" Still to be determined.

¢ Subject to restructuring of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs.



