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| npl enentation of the outcone of the United Nations
Conf erence on Hunman Settlenments (Habitat [1)

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 51/177 of 16 Decenber 1996, in which it endorsed
the Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlenments and the Habitat Agenda,! which
were adopted by the United Nations Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat 11)
on 14 June 1996 at |stanbul,

Cogni zant of the inportance of maintaining the nonentum al ready gener at ed
at the national, regional and international levels for the inplenmentation of
nmeasur es designed to address the economc, social and environnental consequences
of rapid urbanization,

Stressing the need to i nprove conditions of shelter, access to safe
drinki ng water, adequate sanitation and basic social services in both rural and
urban areas,

1 A/ CONF. 165/ 14, chap. |, resolution 1, annexes | and I1.
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Recal | i ng paragraph 218 of the Habitat Agenda, in which the Conference
requested the CGeneral Assenbly to consider holding a special session in the
year 2001 for an overall review and appraisal of the inplenentation of the
outcome of Habitat 11, and paragraph 15 of its resolution 51/177 in which the
Assenbly requested that a decision on the matter should be taken at its fifty-
second sessi on,

Noting the delay in the subm ssion of the report of the Secretary-CGenera
on the final conprehensive and in-depth assessnent of the United Nations Centre
for Human Settlenments with a viewto its revitalization, as called for in
par agraph 19 of Assenbly resolution 51/177, and stressing that that has
constrai ned consideration by the Assenbly of those issues,

Recal ling resolution 51/225 of 3 April 1997, and noting with concern the
report of the Secretary-General in which serious concern is expressed about the
financial irregularities in the United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments, and
recogni zi ng that the serious managenent and financial situation at the Centre
shoul d be addressed as a matter of urgency,

1. Takes note of the report of the Comm ssion on Human Settlenments on its
si xteenth session (Nairobi, 28 April-7 May 1997),2 as well as on the
i npl erent ation of the A obal Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, 2 and the
report of the Secretary-General on the inplenentation of the outcone of the
Uni ted Nations Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat I1);*

2. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to address urgently the serious
managenment and financial situation at the Centre to neet its responsibilities in
the inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda,! in accordance with Conm ssion
resol ution 16/ 8;

3. Urges the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements to take further actions towards the reformof the admnistrative and
financi al managenent of the Centre pursuant to the recommendati ons of the report
of the Secretary-General,® as well as the relevant reports of the United Nations
Board of Auditors and resolutions 16/8, 16/19, 16/ 28 and 16/29 of the Conm ssion
on Human Settl enments;

4. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submt to it at its fifty-third
session the conprehensive and in-depth assessnment of the Centre with a viewto
its revitalization, which was called for in operative paragraph 19 of Assenbly
resol ution 51/177, taking into account resolution 16/8 and other rel evant

2 Odficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-second Session
Suppl ement No. 8 (A/52/8).

8 A/ 52/ 8/ Add. 1.
4 A 52/ 181-FE/ 1997/ 77.

5 A/ 52/ 339.
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resol uti ons adopted by the Conm ssion on Human Settlenents at its sixteenth
sessi on;

5. Urges all Covernnents and other actors concerned wi th human
settl enents and urban nanagenent issues, such as local authorities, relevant
i ntergovernment al organi zati ons and non-governnental organizations,
parliamentarians, the private sector, trade unions, academ ci ans and ot her
community groups, to inplement fully and effectively the Habitat Agenda;

6. Invites Governments to consider, where appropriate, including in their
del egations to future sessions of the Conmm ssion, in accordance with the
specific conditions of each country, representatives of |ocal authorities and
the relevant actors of civil society, particularly the private sector
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and research organi zations in the field of
adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settl ements devel opnent;

7. Affirnms that in a rapidly urbanizing world, the pivotal role of |oca
authorities in the inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda shoul d be recogni zed and
enhanced;

8. Requests all rel evant organizations and bodi es of the United Nations
system including the regional comm ssions, and invites the Bretton Wods
institutions, to support fully the effective inplenentation of the Habitat
Agenda at all levels, to enhance their cooperation for that purpose with a view
to pronote an integrated, interrelated and coherent inplenmentation of, and
coordinated followup to the United Nations Conferences;

9. Stresses that the full and effective inplementation of the Habitat
Agenda, in particular in all devel oping countries, especially in Africa and the
| east devel oped countries, will require nobilization of additional financia
resources fromvarious sources at national and international |evels and nore
ef fecti ve devel opnent cooperation in support of national efforts in order to
pronot e assi stance for shelter and human settlenents activities;

10. Invites all CGovernments and the international conmunity to consider
providing further support for the Foundation in its activities, taking into
account the need to continue to inprove its effectiveness;

11. Invites the Conm ssion on Human Settlenents to pronote the use of a
set of key indicators to be further devel oped by the Centre and used by
Governnments as appropriate for national and | ocal nonitoring and eval uati on of
the inplenentati on of the Habitat Agenda;

12. Decides to hold a special session of the General Assenbly in the
year 2001 for an overall review and appraisal of the inplenentation of the
out come of the Second United Nations Conference on Human Settl enents
(Habitat 11), the nodalities of which will be decided on at the fifty-third
sessi on;

13. Invites the Econom c and Social Council to consider dedicating one
hi gh-1 evel segment before the year 2001 to human settlenents and the
i npl enent ati on of the Habitat Agenda;
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14. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to it at its fifty-third
session a report on the inplenentation of the present resol ution;

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third

session the sub-item "I nplenentation of the outconme of the Second United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 11)".



