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Draft resolution submtted by the Vice-Chairnman of the Conmittee,
M. Hans-Peter d anzer (Austria), on the basis of informnal
consultations held on draft resolution AVC 2/52/1.12

| npl enentation of the Progranme of Action for the |east
Devel oped Countries for the 1990s

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 45/206 of 21 Decenber 1990 in which it endorsed
the Programe of Action for the Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s! and its
resol ution 48/ 171 of 21 Decenber 1993, in which it decided to convene a high-
| evel intergovernmental meeting to conduct a mid-term gl obal review,

Recalling also its resolution 50/103 of 20 Decenber 1995, in which it
recalled that at the end of the decade, a gl obal review and appraisal of the
i npl enentati on of the Programme of Action would be carried out, in accordance
wi t h paragraph 140 of the Progranme of Action and paragraph 7 (c) of its
resol uti on 45/ 206,

Taki ng note of The Least Devel oped Countries: Report, 1997, prepared by
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent,? and of the report of

! See A/ CONF. 147/ M sc. 9.
2 United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 97.11.D.6.
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the Secretary-General on inplenentation of the Programe of Action,?® which
hi ghlights the main devel opmental difficulties the |east devel oped countries
continue to face,

Al so taking note, with appreciation, of the significant policy reform
efforts undertaken by the | east devel oped countries, which in many cases have
been wi de ranging and difficult to inplement; that these efforts should be
pursued further; and that structural adjustnment poses real chall enges and
resource issues for these countries; and in this context, encourages the
i nternational community to support these further reformefforts by the |east
devel oped countries including helping to m nimze any social cost of
adj ust nment s,

Noting with concern the reduced flow of devel opment resources to the |east
devel oped countries, the resulting need to accord thempriority in the
al I ocation of concessional resources and their continued marginalization in
world trade, as well as the facts that many | east devel oped countries face
serious debt problens and nore than half are considered debt-distressed,

Taki ng note of the outcone of the Trade and Devel opnent Board at its forty-
fourth session on the itemrelating to the annual review of progress in the
i mpl enentati on of the Programe of Action, including its agreed concl usions and
its recommendation to the General Assenbly to consider at its fifty-second
session the convening of a third United Nations conference on the |east
devel oped countries, its preparatory process, and the designation of the United
Nat i ons Conference on Trade and Devel opnent as the focal point for the
preparati on of the Conference,

1. Deci des:

(a) To convene the Third United Nations Conference on the Least Devel oped
Countries at a high level in the year 2001. The nandate of the Conference wll
be the foll ow ng:

(i) To assess the results of the Programre of Action during the 1990s at
the country | evel;

(ii) To review inplementation of international support neasures,
particularly in the areas of official devel opment assistance, debt,
i nvest ment and trade;

(iii) To consider the forrul ation and adoption of appropriate national and
i nternational policies and neasures for sustainabl e devel opment of the
| east devel oped countries and their progressive integration into the
wor |l d econony;

(b) To convene an intergovernnental preparatory comittee in due tine to
prepare for the Conference. That neeting would be preceded by three expert-

8 A/ 52/279.
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| evel preparatory neetings, two in Africa, one of which would include the
Americas, and one in Asia and the Pacific. These preparatory activities should
be carried out within the budget |evel proposed by the Secretary-Ceneral for the
bi enni um 1998- 1999;

2. Decides also that the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent will be the focal point for the preparation of the Conference;

3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Devel opnent to include in future issues of the annual report on the
| east devel oped countries substantive contributions to the Conference and its
preparatory process;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session an itementitled "I nplenmentation of the Programme of Action for the
Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s" and to consider, inter alia, the date,
duration and venue of the Conference, its preparatory process and the funding
for participation of representatives fromeach | east devel oped country, both at
the preparatory commttee neeting and at the Conference itself, from
ext rabudget ary resources;

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to it at its fifty-third
session a report on issues relevant to this item



