UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly
Distr.

LI M TED

A C. 2/52/ L. 37
2 Decenber 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

Fifty-second session
SECOND COWM TTEE
Agenda item 98 (d)

ENVI RONVENT AND SUSTAI NABLE DEVELCOPMENT: | NTERNATI ONAL DECADE
FOR NATURAL DI SASTER REDUCTI ON

Draft resolution submitted by the Vice-Chairnan of the

Committee, M. Hans-Peter d anzer (Austria), on the

basis of informal consultations held on draft
resolution A/C 2/52/1.20

International cooperation to reduce the inpact of the
El N fio phenonenon

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 44/ 236 of 22 Decenmber 1989, 48/188 of
21 Decenber 1993, 49/22 A of 2 Decenber 1994, 49/22 B of 20 Decenber 1994,
50/ 117 A and B of 20 Decenber 1995 and 51/185 of 16 Decenber 1996 and Economni c
and Social Council resolution 1996/45 of 26 July 1996,

Taking into account that the EIl N filo Southern Gscillation Phenonenon,
commonly known as "El N fio", has had an acute inpact in several regions of the
world, with particular severity and frequency in the coastal countries of the
Paci fic Ccean,

Noting that El N fio has a recurring character and has produced di sastrous
effects, resulting in large material, econom c, human and environnental | osses,
with particular inmpact in the coastal countries of the Pacific Ccean, especially
i n devel opi ng countries,

Acknow edgi ng with concern the possible effects that El N filo may have on
gl obal weat her patterns, such as abnornmal droughts and precipitation around the
worl d, leading to food shortages and fam ne in several regions which could
extend over a nunber of years and which nmay have potential inpacts on world food
suppl i es,

97- 34599 (E) 021297 /...



A C. 2/52/L. 37
Engl i sh
Page 2

Taking into account that the major El N fio events of this century have
occurred fairly regularly and are often preceded by a number of distinct warning
signs, which, with an appropriate increase in and exchange of data and
i nformation, could assist in the nodelling and prediction of its recurrence and
enhance the capabilities of affected countries to mtigate the negative social
econom ¢ and environnental inpacts that the phenonenon causes,

Acknow edgi ng the need to enhance international and national efforts for a
better scientific understanding of the origins of the El N fio phenonenon,

Considering also that the national efforts of the countries affected have
been insufficient owing to the nagnitude of the natural disaster and that
i nternational cooperation and solidarity therefore becone indispensable, in
particular in the area of capacity-building,

Reaffirm ng that disaster reduction forns an integral part of the
sust ai nabl e devel opnent strategi es and national devel opment plans of vul nerable
countries and communi ti es,

1. Invites States to incorporate in sustainable devel opnment programes,
at the national, regional and international |evels, strategies to prevent,
mtigate and rehabilitate the damage caused by natural disasters;

2. Calls upon States, relevant intergovernnmental bodies and all others
involved in the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction to
participate actively in the financial and technical support for Decade
activities, including those related to international cooperation to reduce the
i npact of the El N fio phenonmenon, in order to ensure the inplenmentation of the
I nternational Framework of Action for the Decade,! in particular with a viewto
translating the Yokohama Strategy for a Safer Wbrld: CGuidelines for Natura
Di saster Prevention, Preparedness and Mtigation and its Plan of Action? into
concrete disaster reduction programres and activities;

3. Commends the national, regional and subregional efforts of affected
countries, particularly those of devel oping countries, that have taken measures
in order to reduce the inpact of El Nifio;

4. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to facilitate, within the franmework of
the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, an internationally
concerted and conprehensive strategy towards the integration of the prevention
mtigation and rehabilitation of the danages caused by the El N fio phenonmenon
i ncludi ng the devel opnent of long-term strategi es which take into due
consi deration the need for technical cooperation, financial assistance, the
transfer of appropriate technology and the di ssem nation of existing scientific
know edge, as part of the Decade's activities, the International Franmework of
Action for the Decade, the Yokohama Strategy for a Safer World: Cuidelines for
Natural Disaster Prevention, Preparedness and Mtigation and its Plan of Action

1 See resol ution 44/236, annex.

2 See AV CONF. 172/9, chap. I.
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and taking into account the relevant parts of the Programme of Action for the
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of Smal!| |sland Devel opi ng States;?®

5. Calls upon the secretariat of the Decade to continue to facilitate a
concerted international approach to inprovenents in early warning capacities for
natural disasters and simlar disasters with adverse inpact on the environnent,
with particular reference to El N fio;*

6. Wl cones the establishment of the Inter-agency Task Force on El Nifio
for cooperative work on the prevention and mitigation of and preparedness for
natural disasters related to the El N fio phenonenon;

7. Calls upon the organizations and bodies of the United Nations system
especially the Intergovernmental Gceanographic Conm ssion of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the Wrld Meteorol ogi ca
Organi zation, the Wrld Health O ganization, the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations, the United Nations Environnent Progranme and
the United Nations Devel opnent Programe, as well as the International Counci
of Scientific Unions and the Wrld dimte Research Programme, within the
framework of the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, to
contribute further to a conprehensive approach and study of El Nifio and to
intensify their cooperation with the regions affected by the phenonenon,
especially with devel oping countries, small island devel oping States and
| andl ocked countri es;

8. Invites States to support the oceanographic and terrestrial
observation networks to observe, describe and predict clinmate anonalies rel ated
to El Nifio;

9. Invites States, intergovernnental organizations and all those
participating in the International Decade for Natural D saster Reduction to
provi de technical and financial assistance, including national capacity-
bui | di ng, to devel oping countries to support global and regional observation
systens and research, including the dissenm nation of data on El N fio, to
prevent, mitigate and redress the negative effects of the phenonenon;

10. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral, within the context of paragraph 3 of
the present resolution and within avail abl e resources of the secretariat of the
Decade, to pronote an intergovernnmental neeting of experts, including
representatives of acadenmic and scientific institutions devoted to the study and
analysis of El Nifio, in order to facilitate the exchange of information and
nati onal experiences related to the nonitoring of the phenonmenon as well as of
strategies for the reduction of its inpact and to provide to the nmeeting the
reports of regional neetings and synposia specializing in the phenonenon;

3 Report of the d obal Conference on the Sustainable Devel opnent of Smal
I sl and Devel oping States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April-6 May 1994 (United
Nati ons publication, Sales No. E.94.1.18 and corrigenda), chap. |, resolution 1,
annex |1

4 See resolutions 51/185, 49/22 B and 50/117 B
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11. Urges the Secretary-Ceneral to include the El N filo phenonenon and its
consequences in the ongoing activities of the International Decade for Natura
Di saster Reduction to inprove the effectiveness and increase international
coordi nation of early-warning systens with regard to natural and simlar
di sasters with an adverse inpact on the environment;

12. Recommends that |ong-term public awareness and information programmes
related to natural disasters, including those induced by El N fio and sim |l ar
di sasters with an adverse inpact on the environnent, be integrated into
conpr ehensi ve national disaster managenent progranmmes that focus on preventive
strategies for risk reduction and that those progranmes be included as integral
el ements of United Nations support for social and econom c devel opnent
pr ogr ames;

13. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submit to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-third session a report on the inplenmentation of the present
resolution, within the discussion on the inplenentation of the Decade, under the
agenda itementitled "Environment and sustai nabl e devel opnent”, and incl udi ng
proposals on how to integrate the prevention, mitigation and rehabilitation of
the inpacts of the El N fio phenonenon into the devel opnent of the disaster
reduction strategy for the twenty-first century.



