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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The itementitled "The risk of nuclear proliferation in the Mddle East"
was included in the provisional agenda of the fifty-second session of the
Ceneral Assenbly in accordance with Assenbly resol ution 51/48 of

10 Decenber 1996.

2. At its 4th plenary neeting, on 19 Septenber 1997, the General Assenbly, on
the recommendati on of the General Conmittee, decided to include the itemin its
agenda and to allocate it to the First Conmittee.

3. At its 2nd neeting, on 9 Cctober 1997, the First Conmittee decided to hold
a general debate on all disarmanent and international security itenms allocated
toit, nanely, itens 62 to 82, which was held at the 3rd to 12th neetings, from
13 to 17 and from 20 to 24 Cctober (see A/C. 1/52/PV.3-12). Structured

di scussions of specific subjects on the adopted thematic approach were hel d at
six informal neetings, from27 to 31 Cctober 1997. Draft resolutions on the
itens were considered at the 15th to 17th neetings, from5 to 7 Novenber (see
A/ C. 1/52/PV. 15-17); action was taken on themat the 18th to 24th neetings, from
10 to 14 and on 17 Novenber (see A/ C. 1/52/PV. 18-24).

4, For its consideration of the item the Commttee had before it the
fol |l owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General (A/52/454);
(b) Letter dated 1 Cctober 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of

Col onmbia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral, transmtting
t he conmuni qué of the Meeting of Mnisters for Foreign Affairs and Heads of
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Del egati on of the Moyvenent of Non-Aligned Countries to the Fifty-second session
of the General Assenbly, held in New York on 25 Septenber 1997 (A/ 52/447-
S/ 1997/ 775);

(c) Letter dated 23 Cctober 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative of
I ndonesia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmtting
the final communi qué and annexes of the Annual Coordinati on Meeting of the
Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of the Organization of the Islam c Conference,
held in New York on 2 Cctober 1997 (A/52/529-S/1997/820).

1. CONSI DERATI ON OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/ C. 1/52/L.5 AND Rev. 1

5. On 28 Cctober, the Committee had before it a draft resolution entitled "The
ri sk of nuclear proliferation in the Mddle East", submtted by Egypt, on behal f
of States Menbers of the United Nations that are nenbers of the League of Arab
States (A/C 1/52/L.5).

6. On 7 Novenber, the sponsors subnmitted a revised draft resolution
(A C 1/52/L.5/Rev. 1), which contained the foll owi ng changes:

(a) In the seventh preanbul ar paragraph, the words "Noting with concern"
were replaced with the word "Noting"; the words "continues to be" were repl aced
with the word "remains”; and the words "and has not declared its intention to do
so", at the end of the paragraph, were del eted;

(b) In the eighth preanbul ar paragraph, the words "Alarned, as a
consequence, at" were replaced with the words "Concerned over"; and the words,
"this situation"” were replaced with the words "the proliferation of nuclear
weapons";

(c) In operative paragraph 1, after the words "Calls upon", the word
"Israel"” was deleted; the word "yet" before the word "party" was del eted; the
words "and has not declared its intention to do so", after the words "Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons", were deleted; and the world "score”
was replaced with the word "scope”

(d) In operative paragraph 2, after the words "Requests the Secretary-
Ceneral ", the words "to bring the provisions of the present resolution to the
particular attention to the Governnent of Israel, and" were del eted.

7. At the 20th nmeeting, on 12 Novenber, the representative of Egypt, on behal f
of the sane sponsors, introduced a further revised draft resolution
(A C. 1/52/L.5/ Rev.2), which contained the foll owi ng changes:

(a) The footnote on page 1 relating to the sponsors of the draft
resol ution, which had read:

"On behalf of the States nenbers of the League of Arab States”,

(b) A tenth preanbul ar paragraph was inserted, reading:



A 52/ 603
Engl i sh
Page 3

"Noting the adopti on of the Conprehensive Nucl ear-Test-Ban Treaty and
its signature by one hundred and forty-eight States, including a nunber of
States in the region".

8. At the same neeting, the First Committee adopted the sixth preanbul ar
par agraph of the draft resolution A/C 1/52/L.5/ Rev.2 by a recorded vote of 137
to 2, with 3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:?

In favour:

Agai nst ;

Abst ai ni ng:

Al bani a, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain,

Bangl adesh, Bel arus, Bel gium Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia,

Bot swana, Brazil, Brunei Darussal am Bul garia, Caneroon,
Canada, Chile, China, Col onbia, Congo, Codte d' Ivoire, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Djibouti, Dom nican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Fiji, Finland,
France, Georgia, CGermany, Ghana, G eece, Quinea, Qinea-

Bi ssau, Quyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, |ndonesia,
Iran (Islamc Republic of), Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan,
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's
Denocratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Liberia, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxenbourg, Malaw,

Mal aysi a, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall |slands, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Mnaco, Mngolia, Mrocco, Mzanbique,
Myannmar, Nami bia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zeal and, N caragua,
Ni ger, N geria, Norway, Oran, Pananm, Paraguay, Peru,

Phi | i ppi nes, Pol and, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea,

Romani a, Russi an Federation, Sanmpa, San Marino, Saudi Arabia,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solonon |Islands,
South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swazil and,
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, the forner Yugoslav
Republic of Macedoni a, Togo, Turkey, Turknenistan, Uganda,
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdomof Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United
States of Anerica, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam Yenen,

Zanbi a, Zi mbabwe.

India, |srael.

Cuba, Pakistan, Papua New Qui nea.

9. At the same neeting, the First Committee adopted revised draft resolution
A/ C. 1/52/L.5/ Rev.2 as a whole by a recorded vote of 124 to 2, with 17
abstentions (see para. 10). The voting was as foll ows:

In favour:

Al bani a, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain,

Bangl adesh, Bel arus, Bel gium Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia,

Bot swana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam Bulgaria, Chile, China,

! The del egation of Tunisia subsequently indicated that it had intended to

vote in favour.
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Agai nst ;
Abst ai ni ng:

Col onbi a, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denocratic
Peopl e's Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt,
El Sal vador, Eritrea, Fiji, Finland, France, Georgia, Cermany,
Ghana, Greece, Quinea, Quinea-Bissau, GQuyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Hungary, lceland, |Indonesia, Iran (Islamc Republic of),
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan,
Latvia, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Janmmhiriya, Liechtenstein

Li t huani a, Luxermbourg, Malawi, Ml aysia, Maldives, Mli,

Mal ta, Mauritania, Mwuritius, Mexico, Mnaco, Mngoli a,

Mor occo, Mozanbi que, Nami bi a, Netherlands, New Zeal and,

Ni caragua, N ger, N geria, Oman, Pakistan, Pananma, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea,
Romani a, Russi an Federation, Sanmpa, San Marino, Saudi Arabia,
Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solonmon |Islands, South
Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinanme, Swaziland, Sweden,
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, the forner Yugoslav Republic
of Macedoni a, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Turknenistan, Uganda,
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdomof Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuel a,
Viet Nam Yenen, Zanbia, Zi nbabwe.

Israel, United States of Anerica.
Bur ki na Faso, Caneroon, Canada, Congo, Cdte d'lvoire, Estonia

I ndi a, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Liberia, Marshall |slands, Myanmar,
Nepal , Norway, Papua New Cui nea, Singapore, Uruguay.

[11. RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE FI RST COWMM TTEE

10. The First Conmttee recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the

foll owi ng draft

resol ution:

The risk of nuclear proliferation in the M ddl e East

The Cenera

Assenbl v,

Bearing in mnd its rel evant resol utions,

Taking note of the relevant resol utions adopted by the General Conference
of the International Atomi c Energy Agency, the latest of which is resolution
GC(41) RES/ 25, adopted on 3 Cct ober 1997

Cogni zant that the proliferation of nuclear weapons in the region of the
M ddl e East woul d pose a serious threat to international peace and security,

M ndful of the imrediate need to place all nuclear facilities in the region
of the Mddl e East under full-scope safeguards of the International Atomnc

Ener gy Agency,
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Recalling the resolution on the Mddl e East adopted by the 1995 Revi ew and
Ext ensi on Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nucl ear Weapons on 11 May 1995,2 in which the Conference noted with concern the
continued existence in the Mddle East of unsafeguarded nuclear facilities,
reaffirnmed the inportance of the early realization of universal adherence to the
Treaty,® and called upon all States in the Mddle East that had not yet done so,
wi t hout exception, to accede to the Treaty as soon as possible and to place all
their nuclear facilities under full-scope International Atom c Energy Agency
saf eguar ds,

Recal ling al so the decision on principles and objectives for nucl ear
non-proliferation and di sarmanent adopted by the 1995 Revi ew and Extension
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear
Weapons on 11 May 1995,2 in which the Conference urged universal adherence to
the Treaty as an urgent priority and called upon all States not yet party to the
Treaty to accede to it at the earliest date, in particular those States which
oper at e unsaf eguarded nucl ear facilities

Noting that, since the adoption of General Assenbly resolution 51/48 of
10 Decenber 1996, Israel remains the only State in the Mddl e East that has not
yet becone party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear Wapons,

Concerned over the threats posed by the proliferation of nuclear weapons to
the security and stability of the region of the Mddle East,

Stressing the inportance of undertaking confidence-buil di ng neasures, in
particul ar the establishment of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in the Mddl e East,
in order to enhance peace and security in the region and to consolidate the
gl obal non-proliferation regine,

Noti ng the adoption of the Conprehensive Nucl ear-Test-Ban Treaty* and its
signature by one hundred and forty-eight States, including a nunmber of States in
t he region,

1. Calls upon the only State in the region of the Mddle East that is not
party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons® to accede to
the Treaty without further delay, and not to devel op, produce, test or otherw se
acqui re nucl ear weapons and to renounce possession of nucl ear weapons, and to
pl ace all its unsafeguarded nuclear facilities under full-scope Internationa
At omi ¢ Energy Agency safeguards as an inportant confidence-buil ding neasure
anong all States of the region and as a step towards enhanci ng peace and
security;

2 See 1995 Revi ew and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons, Final Docunent, Part |
( NPT/ CONF. 1995/ 32 (Part 1)), annex.

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, No. 10485

4 See resol ution 50/ 245.
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2. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-third session on the inplenentation of the present resol ution;

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third

session the itementitled "The risk of nuclear proliferation in the Mddle
East".



