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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE HUMAN RI GHTS OF WOMVEN

(a) TRADI TI ONAL PRACTI CES AFFECTI NG THE HEALTH OF WOMVEN AND THE G RL
CHI LD;

(b) THE ROLE AND EQUAL PARTI Cl PATI ON OF WOVEN | N DEVELOPMENT
(agenda item 5) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1997/10 and Add. 1
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ NGO 6)

1. Ms. RAS-WORK (Inter-African Comrittee (1 AC) on Traditional Practices
Affecting the Health of Wonen and Children) said she wished to congratul ate
M's. Warzazi on her excellent report and its objective analysis of the
phenonenon of traditional practices. The violations to which women were

subj ected ranged from deprivation of econom c security to physical nutilation
their purpose being to ensure that wonen were conpletely dom nated by nen.
Ms. Warzazi's report denonstrated that a false interpretation of religion
advanced as justification for those practices, was at the root of the

per petuati on of viol ence agai nst wonmen. That violence took different forns in
different countries: genital nutilation, artificial elongation of wonmen's
necks, forced marriage, female infanticide or preferential treatnment for nmale
children. 1t was the |lack of neans of survival other than dependence on nen
that compell ed wonen to submit to that degrading treatment. |In order to put
an end to that situation, a change of attitudes was indi spensable at al

I evels, and it was through such neans as education and information that wonen
woul d achi eve self-realization

2. Her organization, which had been dealing with the issue of traditiona
practices, and in particular genital mutilation, for the past 14 years,
focused on grass-roots nobilization through information and educationa
programmes tailored to the various socio-cultural contexts. That cautious
approach, based on mutual respect and confidence-building, had enabled it to
conduct effective programres in 26 countries. |In collaboration with

i nternati onal non-governnental organizations (NGOs), it also ainmed at bringing
about policy changes on the part of Governments, and it was mainly thanks to
those NGOs that the issue of traditional practices now figured promnently on
t he agendas of human rights neetings. Dialogue with | ocal organizations
working in the field was al so essential in order to nmap out acceptable
approaches to the issue and reject solutions involving political or financia
blackmail. It was also worrying to note that in some countries, such as the
Ganbi a, Sierra Leone and Egypt, where wonen were beginning to question the
validity of the practice, that new awareness was encountering opposition in
certain quarters. The debates on the subject involved judges, religious

| eaders, directors of comrunication and presidents, but the direct victinms of
genital mnutilation took no part in themand were thus not only excluded from
t he deci si on-meki ng process, but also denied the right to decide on the
integrity of their own bodies.

3. In conclusion, her organization called upon the Sub-Conm ssion to
provide Ms. Warzazi with the resources required for her to continue her
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study, and urged Governments to nobilize resources to support the
organi zations working to eradicate harnful traditional practices in their
respective countries.

4. Ms. NEDHI R (African Bureau of Educational Sciences - ABES-OAU) denounced
the various fornms of discrimnation on grounds of gender, race and ethnic
origin, against wonen belonging to racial mnorities. |In particular, she drew

t he Sub-Commi ssion's attention to the alarmng situation faci ng wonen of
African descent in the United States of America. Those wonen, who were the
mai n source of livelihood for their famlies and their comunities and were
often single parents, were |located on the bottomrung of the |adder in every
soci al category and were living in virtually third-world conditions in a
first-world country. Low-incone wonen, who for the npbst part were wonen of
colour, had been the main recipients of the Aid to Famlies w th Dependent
Chi l dren progranme, which had been restructured so as to restrict assistance
to a maxi mum of five years while not providing the necessary job training to
enable recipients to nove towards self-sufficiency. Owmsng to that |ack of
adequate training and job opportunity, wonmen of col our continued to be
exploited in the workplace. |In any case, fewer and fewer poorly paid jobs
were available in the United States and conpetition to obtain themfurther
depressed wages. G ven that the cost of living was al so rising, wonen were
having to work as many as 70 hours a week, 50 weeks a year, to try to hau

t hemsel ves above the poverty line. By the year 2000, at |east half of all new
jobs would require a university degree, and those wonmen who had not been able
to afford a higher education would be excluded. Education was the only rea
route out of poverty for wonen, but new obstacles were constantly erected to
bl ock that route.

5. The economi c, social and educational discrimnation to which wonmen were
subj ected was conpounded by the crines conmitted against themin the context
of civil wars, which had replaced international conflicts over the past

20 years. In some countries rape of wonen activists and fermale rel atives of
mal e activists had becone an effective nethod of reprisal. Those violent
sexual attacks on wonen nust be regarded as war crines if their perpetrators
were to be brought swiftly to justice. During the 1992 coup d' état in Hait
several wonen had been the victinms of sexual violence by the Tontons Mcoute,
but not hi ng had been done to punish their attackers. Simlarly, those
responsi ble for the systematic rape of wonmen and children during the conflict
in Bosnia and Croatia had still not been brought to trial

6. In view of all those acts of violence, her organi zati on supported the
recommendati on by Ms. MDougall that the world conference against racism
raci al and ethnic discrimnnation, xenophobia and other rel ated contenporary
forms of intolerance should deal with the question of discrimnation fromthe
threefol d standpoint of race, social class and gender. It also urged the

Sub- Commi ssion to intensify the activities of the Commttee on the Elimnation
of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen so as to enable it to assist States parties in
addressing the marginalization of wonen of colour; and urged States to
recogni ze that rape and acts of viol ence agai nst wonmen in conflicts fel

within the jurisdiction of war tribunals.

7. M. TANDAR (Cbserver for Afghanistan) said there was no need to
expatiate on the mgjor role that wonen nust play in inproving countries
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living conditions, or on the long road that |ay ahead before they could fully
enjoy their nost basic rights. New obstacles, including sexism sexua
exploitation, extrem smand fanaticism constantly arose to block their path
to emanci pation. In his delegation's view, the State had a unique role to
play as a driving-force in inproving the situation of women and encouragi ng
their participation in all sectors, and especially in devel opment.
Unfortunately, the rising tide of fanaticismand extrem sm across the world
was a danger calling for universal vigilance and general nobilization for, in
their denial of the rule of law, those ideol ogies threatened every nation's
future and material and spiritual well-being, and also international security.

8. Af ghani stan, which for so | ong had struggl ed agai nst a super-Power to
safeguard its own identity and i ndependence, was now faced with a particularly
despi cabl e and reactionary formof fanaticism nanmely, the Taliban novenent, a
mlitary novenent characterized by its fascist ideology and inquisitoria
practices. That novenent's two enem es were peace and wonen, and its one
objective was the distortion of Islam |In Taliban-held areas, wonen and girls
had been stripped of their rights. They were prohibited from studying,
wor ki ng, leaving their hone, being treated by mal e doctors, and participating
in the social, cultural, political and economic life of the country. They
were publicly beaten, stoned and humliated. They were regarded as evi

i ncarnate, serving no purpose other than to satisfy nen's needs and bear
children. He gave exanples of decrees and | aws pronul gated by the Taliban and
i mpl enented in the areas under their control, such as the decree forbidding
wonen to wear shoes with heels, since nmen would be aroused by the sound of
their footsteps. He also cited the remarks nmade by the Chief of the Taliban

a conspi cuous nonentity and sel f-proclaimed “Comrander of the Faithful”, which
eloquently reflected his contenpt for wonen, whom he wi shed to confine to
meni al tasks so as to spare them “the sad fate of western wonen, who have been
met anor phosed into gaudily painted dolls and sex objects”. Simlarly, the

sel f-styled Chairman of the Council of U ermas of the Taliban had indicated,
during his discussion with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Afghani stan, that according to the teachings of the Holy Koran wonen
nmust stay at hone and not even | eave their hones in order to study or work

9. As a result, mllions of Afghan wonmen were subjected to a living hell by
the Taliban, a people' s sovereignty was flouted and the law tranpl ed
underfoot. He stressed that the practices to which Afghan wonen were

subj ected by the Taliban were totally alien to the country's cultural and
religious values. Fromtine imenorial, wonmen had played an inportant role in
Af ghani stan's political, economc, agricultural, craft and pastora

activities, and the Afghan arnmy had even nunbered a woman general and severa
woren |ieutenants anong its officers. [|f nothing was done to eradicate the
fasci st ideology of the Taliban, the whole region would suffer as a result.
Fanatical novenments denmandi ng the sane obedi ence as the Taliban already

t hr eat ened Paki st an.

10. In conclusion, he strongly reaffirmed his country's attachnent to
denocracy and respect for hunman rights and the rights of wonen, as laid down
in the relevant international instrunents, as well as its rejection of any
form of discrimnation based on ethnic, religious or linguistic affiliation or
on gender.
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11. M. CHOADHURY (Observer for Bangl adesh) wel conmed the fact that the
various international conferences on wonen's issues, and in particular the
Fourth World Conference on Wonen, held in Beijing, had reveal ed an inprovenent
in the situation of wonen, equality between the sexes, educational and health
conditions and |life expectancy, and a reduction in maternal nortality rates.
In many regions of the world, however, the doors to economc and politica
opportunities were still closed to wonen, as was clearly shown by the fact
that they made up 70 per cent of the world' s poor

12. Bangl adesh had been an i ndependent sovereign nation for 25 years, and
worren had made an i nmeasurable contribution to its struggle for |iberation
Shei kh Hasina, now Prine M nister and the daughter of the Father of the
Nation, was working to transforminto reality the principle of equality

bet ween wonen and nen set forth in the 1972 Constitution, which provided that
the State nust take special care to ensure equal participation of wonen in al
spheres of national life. Bangladesh society was undergoing rapid
transformati on, and the Covernnent was working to integrate wonen in the

soci o- econom ¢ devel opnent process. Faithful to the commtnments it had nade
at the Beijing Conference, Bangl adesh had been anmbng the first States to set
up an i ndependent mnistry for the advancenent of wonmen, and every ministry

i ncluded a special unit responsible for inplenmenting “wonen in devel oprment
programes”. Wonen participated freely in national and | ocal elections. A
m ni mum of 10 per cent of parlianmentary seats were reserved for them and the
proportion of wonmen anobng senior civil servants was 8 per cent whereas,
according to UNICEF, the world average was 7 per cent. Education for girl
students was greatly encouraged through various programres. The socia
changes taking place in Bangl adesh were reflected in the increase in the
nunber of working wonmen in both urban and rural areas. Alnpst 1 mllion wonen
were enployed in the production of ready-made garnments, and the policy of
providing mcro-credit had become a major instrunent of social progress, for
it was estimated that nore than 6 mllion wonmen were now sel f-enployed in the
rural areas. It should also be noted that the seven countries in south Asia
that had forned the South Asian Association for Regi onal Cooperation (SAARC)
had decided to give the highest priority to wonen, and had decl ared a Decade
for the Grl Child, whose target was the elimnation of absolute poverty by
the year 2002. All those countries had denocratic systenms founded on respect
for wonen's rights.

13. He wi shed to informthe Sub-Comnr ssion that Bangl adesh had withdrawn its
reservations pertaining to articles 13 (a) and 16 (a) of the Convention on the
Eli mination of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Wrnmen.

14. M. ALVAREZ (Observer for Costa Rica) wel comed Ms. Warzazi's report and
urged her to continue her valuable study. Illustrating his remarks with the
concrete exanple of a footballer or basketball player who earned mllions of
dollars fromallowi ng his nane to appear on a piece of sports equipnment, while
the wonen or girls who manufactured the equi pnent earned | ess than two dollars
a day, he said that unless |abour |egislation was standardi zed across the
worl d, inequalities would continue to increase, as would exploitation of
femal e workers, in terns not only of wages but also of their health and |iving
conditions. Extrene poverty would beconme w despread, threatening social peace
t hr oughout the worl d.
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15. Costa Rica had distinguished itself by its efforts to pronote and
protect human rights, particularly with regard to equal treatnment between
wonen and nmen, an area in which significant progress had been nade. However,
the situation was not yet entirely satisfactory and the Governnent continued
to step up its policies for inproving the situation of women, as could be seen
fromthe adoption in March 1990 of the Act for the Pronotion of Socia

Equal ity between Women and Men. It should al so be stressed that Costa Rica
had been one of the first States to ratify the Convention on the Elimnation
of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Winen, and that his del egation
participated actively in the working group established to devel op an optiona
protocol to that Convention

16. Wth regard to education and health, access to the existing progranmres
was open to nmen and wormen, nationals and foreigners, w thout discrimnation
Hi s del egation was thus very surprised to hear the unfounded accusati ons

| evel | ed against his country by the Conm ssion for the Defence of Human Ri ghts
in Central America, since Costa Rica had always extended a hel ping hand to its
nei ghbours in the region

17. M. AL-KAISSI (Observer for Iraq) welconed the fact that the advancenent
of wonen was a priority objective of the international conmunity. Wnen had
al ways occupied an inportant place in Iraq. Shariah | aw guaranteed them equa
rights, inter alia in education, and financial independence. Since the

revol ution of 1968, new rights had been conferred on Iragi wonen, who were now
to be found in all spheres of activity, often occupying positions of
responsibility. Iraqg had contributed to and participated in the Copenhagen
Nai robi and Beijing Conferences on issues relating to women and was preparing
its fourth periodic report to the Conmttee on the Elimnation of

Di scrimnation agai nst Wonen. Moreover, its programe for the advancenent of
worren until the year 2000 had been prepared in the Iight of the Beijing
Platformfor Action. And in the report it had recently submtted to the

Conmi ssion on the Status of Wonmen in New York, it had given details of

everyt hing that had been done for wonen in Irag.

18. But the Iraqi Governnent's efforts were being thwarted by the enbargo

i nposed on the country since 1990. By depriving Iraqgi wonmen of food and
medi ci nes, the enbargo violated their very right to life. Many Iragi women
had had to abandon their studies or give up working, 73 per cent of them
suffered fromanaem a and the maternal nortality rate had risen from

36 per 1,000 to 120 per 1,000. Yet the Beijing Platformfor Action had
condemmed the inposition on another country of nmeasures harnful to wonen's and
children's rights as inconpatible with the rules of international |law. He
therefore requested the Sub- Comm ssion to ensure that the rel evant resol utions
were inplenmented, so that the victins in Iraqg would not have the inpression
that they had been forgotten by the international comunity.

The public part of the neeting rose at 4 p. m




