UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly

Di str.
GENERAL

A 52/ 695
24 Novenber 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

Fifty-second session
Agenda item 16 (d)

ELECTI ONS TO FI LL VACANCI ES | N SUBSI DI ARY ORGANS AND OTHER
ELECTI ONS: ELECTI ON OF THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE
UNI TED NATI ONS ENVI RONMVENT PROGRAMVE

Note by the Secretary-Genera

1. The General Assenbly, in section Il, paragraph 2, of its resolution

2997 (XXVI1) of 15 Decenber 1972, decided that the secretariat of the United
Nat i ons Envi ronnent Progranme shoul d be headed by the Executive Director of the
Programe, who shoul d be el ected by the General Assenbly, on the nom nation of
the Secretary-General, for a termof four years.

2. At its forty-seventh session, the General Assenbly adopted decision 47/310
of 8 Decenber 1992, by which it elected, on the proposal of the Secretary-
General, Ms. Elizabeth Dowdeswel |, Executive Director of the United Nations
Envi ronnment Programme for a four-year termof office beginning 1 January 1993.

3. At its fifty-first session, the General Assenbly, on the proposal of the
Secretary-Ceneral, adopted decision 51/316 of 16 Decenber 1996, by which it
extended the termof office of Ms. Elizabeth Dowdeswel| as Executive Director of
the United Nations Environnent Programe for a period of one year, beginning

1 January 1997. The termof office of the current Executive Director thus
expires on 31 Decenber 1997

4. In accordance with the above-nentioned provision of General Assenbly
resolution 2997 (XXVI1), the Secretary-Ceneral w shes to nom nate

M. Kl aus Topfer (Germany) to be Executive Director of the United Nations
Envi ronnment Programme for a four-year term beginning on 1 January 1998.
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