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Letter dated 13 Novenber 1997 from the Pernanent Representatives
of Estonia, latvia and Lithuania to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-CGeneral

We have the honour to transmt the text of a joint comuni qué of the
Presidents of the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Latvia and the Republic
of Lithuania, adopted at Pal anga, Lithuania, on 10 Novenber 1997 (see annex).

We should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circul ated as a docunent of the General Assenbly under agenda itens 40, 72 (b)
and 81.

(Si_gned) ( Si_gned) ( Si_gned)
Trivim VELLISTE Jani s PRI EDKALNS Gskaras JUSYS
Anbassador, Anbassador, Anbassador,
Per manent Representative Per manent Representative Per manent Representative
of Estonia to of Latvia to of Lithuania to
the United Nations the United Nations the United Nations
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ANNEX

Joint comuni qué i ssued at Pal anga., Lithuania, on
10 Novenber 1997 by the Presidents of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania

The Presidents of the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Latvia and the
Republic of Lithuania nmet at Pal anga, Lithuania, on 10 Novenber 1997 and
di scussed a nunmber of nutually inportant issues, paying special attention to
integration into the European Union, the finalization and forthcom ng signing of
the Charter of Partnership among the United States of America, Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania, relations with the Russian Federation and trilateral Baltic
cooper ati on.

The Presidents discussed the integration of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
into the European Union and wel coned t he European Conmi ssion's reconmmendation to
start accession negotiations with Estonia. They confirmed the inportance of the
full -fledged participation of the Baltic States on an equal footing in the
process of enlargenent of the Union and expressed their conviction as to their
countries' readiness to start accession negotiations in early 1998.

At the neeting the Presidents di scussed and wel coned the finalization of
the Charter of Partnership anong the United States of Anerica, Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania. They recognized that the Charter was of great inportance to the
dynam c devel opnent of their bilateral relations with the United States and to
t he advancenment of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania towards their full integration
into European and transatlantic political, economc, security and defence
institutions.

The Presidents stated that the security policy of Estonia, Latvia and
Li t huani a was based on the understandi ng that European security was indivisible
and that security and stability would be strengthened by the integration of
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania into the European Union and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organi zation

The Presidents of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania welcomed the will of
President Boris Yeltsin of the Russian Federation further to expand good-
nei ghbourly relations and nutual |y beneficial practical cooperation in the
br oadest range of issues of nutual interest, as well as to continue politica
di al ogue, both bilaterally and within the framework of existing institutions.

The Presidents wel conmed the signing of the border delimitation agreenment
bet ween Lithuania and the Russian Federation and noted that Estonia and Latvia
were ready to sign simlar agreenents.

The Presidents considered the proposal of the Russian Federation to provide
uni | ateral security guarantees to Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The Presidents
reiterated the shared position that unilateral security guarantees did not
correspond to the spirit of the new Europe and that such unilateral guarantees
as well as regional security pacts, had never been on the agenda of Estoni a,
Latvia and Lithuani a.
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The Presidents di scussed various aspects of trilateral Baltic cooperation
and noted with satisfaction that pragmatic, result-oriented and constructive
devel opnent was continuing. They enphasized the inportance of the pronotion of
econom ¢ cooperation with the ultimte goal of creating an area of free novenent
of goods, services, capital and people. |In this connection the Presidents
wel coned the initialling of the agreenent on the abolition of non-tariff
barriers in joint trade and encouraged the relevant authorities to conclude
agreenents on comon transit procedures and free trade in services.

The Presidents underlined that the Via Baltica project was of conmmon
priority interest and called on the Governnents to speed up the inplenentation
of that infrastructure project, which was inportant to the whole region and to
the Baltic States' European integration and to take i medi ate steps to inprove
the border crossings between the Baltic States.

The Presidents stressed the significance and need to strengthen further the
cooperation in the area of donestic and judicial affairs, which is one of the
cornerstones of menbership in the European Union

Lennart NERI GQuntis ULMANI S Al gi rdas BRAZAUSKAS
Presi dent, Presi dent, Presi dent,
Republ i ¢ of Estonia Republic of Latvia Republic of Lithuania



