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A. Requests contained in the draft resolution

1. By operative paragraphs 10 and 11 of draft resolution A/C.6/52/L.15 and
Corr.1, the General Assenbly woul d:

(a) Take note of the comrents of the International Law Conm ssion on the
guestion of a split session for 1998, as presented in paragraphs 225 to 227 of
its report;?

(b) Take note also of the position of the International Law Comni ssion
contai ned in paragraph 228 of its report on the duration of its future sessions.

B. Relationship of the proposed requests to the nediumterm
plan for the period 1998-2001 and to the proposed
programme of work for the biennium 1998-1999

2. The above requests relate to subprogranmme 4.3, Progressive devel opment and
codification of international |aw of programme 4, Legal affairs, of the nedium
termplan for the period 1998-2001, and section 6, Legal Affairs, of the
proposed progranme budget for the biennium 1998-1999.
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C. Activities by which the proposed requests would
be i npl enent ed
3. I n paragraphs 226 and 227 of the report of the International Law Comm ssion

on the work of its forty-ninth session, the Conm ssion considered the question
of a split session for 1998 (8 weeks in CGeneva and 3 weeks in New York), stating
its preference to hold the second part of its session also in Geneva, but noting
that, at the time of its consideration, the services for sunmary records woul d
not be avail able in August at CGeneva. The question of a split session would
have thus necessitated an exception to the arrangenents established by the
Ceneral Assenbly in its resolution 40/243 of 18 Decenber 1985, in which it is
stated that the sessions of the International Law Conm ssion shall be held at
the United Nations Ofice at Geneva. |In paragraph 228 of the same report, the
Conmi ssion al so considered that it should have an 11-week session in 1998 and a
12-week session in 1999, having due regard to its work progranme for the

qui nquenni um and the conplexity of the topics under its consideration.

4. In view of devel opments in conference servicing, the Secretariat now
indicates it would be able to provide summary records in August for the second
part of the 1998 session at Geneva. Accordingly, the estimates that follow take
into account the possibility that the General Assenbly may w sh to determ ne
whet her the International Law Comm ssion session in 1998 will be held partly in
Geneva and partly in New York or wholly in Geneva. Thus, two sets of costing
figures are provided in paragraphs 6 and 7 below to assist in the choice between
t hese options.

D. Estimated requirenents for the period from31 January 1998
to 31 Decenber 1999

5. In its budget proposals for the biennium 1998-1999, the Secretariat
requested provision for two 10-week sessions at Geneva, with an indication that,
at its 1997 session, the Comm ssion would consider whether it would have a split
session (5 weeks in Geneva and 5 weeks in New York). It was considered that
such a split session would affect the cost only marginally. The proposal for
the two 10-week sessions at Geneva was estimated to require $1,851, 100 for
travel of nenbers and staff and for honoraria for the nenbers.

6. In the light of the possibility that the Conm ssion will hold an 11-week
split session solely in Geneva in 1998 and a 12-week session in 1999, there
woul d be an additional requirenent of $275,528 for the biennium 1998-1999, of
whi ch $157, 815 represents the increase in 1998 and $117,713 the increase in
1999. Details of the cost estimates are contained in annex | bel ow.

7. However, should the question of a split session in 1998 be consi dered,
where the first part of the session would to be held at Geneva (8 weeks) and the
second part in New York, there would be an additional requirenment of $245, 200
for the biennium 1998-1999, of which $127,500 represents the increase in 1998
and $117,700 the increase in 1999. Consideration of holding a part of a session
of the substantive sessions of the International Law Conmm ssion away fromthe
United Nations OFfice at Geneva would al so constitute an exception to the
arrangenents established by the General Assenbly in its resolution 40/243.
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Details of the cost estinates under these circunstances are contained in annex
Il bel ow

E. Potential for absorption

8. As indicated in paragraph 5 above, substantive servicing of the

I nternational Law Comm ssi on sessions has been included in the proposed
programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999 to the extent of two 10-week
sessions, one in 1998 and the other in 1999. |In connection with conference-
servicing requirenents, the proposed progranmme budget for the biennium 1998-1999
i ncl udes provision, not only for neetings already in the cal endar of

conferences, but also for nmeetings to be added | ater by decisions of the Genera
Assenbly, provided that the nunber and distribution of nmeetings is consistent
with the pattern in previous years. On this basis, it is not anticipated that
additional resources would be required by conference services. However, tota
addi tional resources in the amount of $275,600 would be required for substantive
servicing in the biennium 1998-1999 should all the sessions of the Comm ssion be
hel d at Geneva, as indicated in paragraph 6 above. Alternatively, tota

addi tional resources in the amount of $245,200 would be required in the biennium
1998-1999 under the conditions outlined in paragraph 7 above.

F. Action required by the General Assenbly

9. Accordingly, should the General Assenbly adopt draft resolution

A C.6/52/L.15 and Corr.1 on the basis that all sessions of the Conm ssion woul d
be hel d at Geneva (see annex |), an additional requirement of $275,500 would
ari se under the proposed progranme budget for the biennium 1998-1999. Shoul d
the General Assenbly adopt draft resolution A/C 6/52/L.15 and Corr. 1 on the
basis that part of its sessions would be held away fromthe United Nations
Ofice at CGeneva (see annex I1), an additional requirenent of $245,200 woul d
arise. This second option would al so require an exception to General Assenbly
resolution 40/243, in which it is stated that the sessions of the Internationa
Law Commi ssion shall be held at the United Nations Office at Geneva.

Not es

' Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-second Session
Suppl ement _No. 10 (A/52/10).
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ANNEX |

Cost requirenments

1998: 11 weeks at Geneva
1999: 12 weeks at Geneva

Conf erence-servicing costs provided for under
section 27E of the proposed programe budget for
t he bi enni um 1998- 1999

Meeting servicing and interpretation
Pre-session docunentation
| n-sessi on docunentation
Post - sessi on docunent ati on
Sumary records
Ofice of CGeneral Services requirenents
Total conference-servicing costs
O her requirements
Travel and per di em of menbers
Honoraria for nenbers
Travel and per diemof secretariat staff
Travel of the Chairman
Total other requirenents

Less: Provision in the proposed
programme budget for the biennium
1998- 1999, section 6, Legal affairs

Net resources required under section 6 of the
proposed programe budget for the biennium
1998- 1999

Estimated costs

1998 1999
(11 weeks) (12 weeks)
700 500 772 300
344 400 348 200
386 400 390 700
257 400 260 200
1 448 600 464 500
24 800 27 300
3 162 100 263 200
820 700 793 300
116 000 116 000
121 700 109 000
25 000 25 000
1 083 400 043 300
925 500 925 600
157 900 117 700
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ANNEX 11

Cost requirenments

1998: 8 weeks at Geneva and 3 weeks in New York
1999: 12 weeks at Geneva

Estimated costs

1998 1999
(11 weeks) (12 weeks)

Conf erence-servicing costs provided for under
section 27E of the proposed programe budget for
t he bi enni um 1998- 1999

Meeting servicing and interpretation 704 200 772 300
Pre-session docunentation 362 100 348 200
| n-sessi on docunentation 386 400 390 700
Post - sessi on docunent ati on 271 200 260 200
Sumary records 1 472 000 1 464 500
Ofice of CGeneral Services requirenents 83 400 27 300

Total conference-servicing costs 3 279 300 3 263 200

O her requirements

Travel and per di em of menbers 817 100 793 300
Honoraria for nenbers 116 000 116 000
Travel and per diemof secretariat staff 94 900 109 000
Travel of the Chairman 25 000 25 000

Total other requirenents 1 053 000 1 043 300

Less: Provision in the proposed
programme budget for the biennium
1998- 1999, section 6, Legal affairs 925 500 925 600

Net resources required under section 6 of the
proposed programe budget for the biennium
1998- 1999 127 500 117 700




