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LETTER DATED 28 OCTCBER 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF THE DEMOCRATI C REPUBLI C OF THE CONGO, ADDRESSED TO THE
PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to enclose herewith a docunent transmitted to ne by the
Government of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo

The docunent is an official report of the United Nations H gh Comn ssioner
for Refugees concerning the case of M. N yonzima Ntagungira Gerard and calls
for no commrent on our part.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the report circul ated

in extenso as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) Andre Mnamba KAPANGA
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

97- 31755 (E) 131197 131197 /...
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Annex

Not e concerning the witten statement of CI N yonzima Ntagungira CGerard, a
Rwandan refugee i n Bangui .

1. Acting on instructions received fromthe |ocal representative on
22 August 1997 regarding the hearing of the aforenentioned CI on the letter
submtted by him we saw the individual in question on 25 and 26 August.

2. He recognized his witing and declared that he wote the statenment fully
aware that it would inevitably inplicate some of his Rwandan conpatriots who
were high-ranking officers in the forner Force Arnée Rwandai se (FAR). He also
stated that the letter was addressed to Ms. CGounba, a Rwandan national,
currently the spouse of M. Abel Gounba, |eader of the Front Patriotique pour le
Progres (FPP).

3. Ni yonzi ma al so again gave a detail ed account of the facts as described in
his witten statement. He also declared that sone of the mlitary officers were
currently in Bangui, nanely:
(1) Lieutenant Col onel Bivugaragabo
(2) Majors Kanyam bwa (Pil ot)

Ki nyoni

Ntirikina

Mudacurur
(3) Captain Hitamana
(4) Deputy adviser Kayondo
4. The Cl also stated that he wote the statement to inform Ms. Gounba to
whom he had earlier given a verbal account. He now clainms that he is being
threatened by his own people who are at present in Bangui and have al ready heard
about his letter. They reportedly consider hima traitor. Consequently, he
says that he is in danger and is unable to go to Bouka. He is therefore asking
to be repatriated to Rnanda and clains to be a Hutu noderate.
5. His particulars are as foll ows:
DOB: 16 May 1967; POB: Muikingo/ Rehengeri (Rwanda)
Prof ession: Accountant at Rwanda National University
Marital status: Bachelor, no children.
Date of arrival in Zaire: 15 Cctober 1994, at Migunga
Departure from Migunga to Tingi-Tingi: 28 February 1997

Arrival in CAR 22 July 1997 via M bai ki (Lobaye)
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Clains that his father is Hutu and his nother Tutsi.
DONE at Bangui, 28 August 1997
Quy- Rufin Quernas, Protection Assistant

On 1 Cctober 1996, we were in the Migunga refugee canp when the town of
Goma was attacked. The ex-FAR who were with us ordered us to | eave the canp.
There was a di scussi on between col onel Nkundiye, &4 ex-FAR Headquarters, and
Capt ai n Haki zi mana, commander, Paratroop Battalion. Hakizimana wanted the
refugees to go into the canp, but Nkundiye refused. That is why Captain
Haki zi mana deci ded to return to Rwanda through the vol canoes with about 200
ex- FAR arnmed soldiers. Their aimwas to cause trouble in the prefecture of
Ruhengeri .

On 3 Cctober 1996, we |left the Rugunga canp for Sake and on the way stopped
at Nyami ranbo. Behind us was the town of Gona, where the war was going on, and
on our right there was an arnmed band of Banyanma. These were ex-FAR on their way
to Masisi to get the cattle of the Ba Tutsi which provided the Migunga refugee
canp with neat. On our left there was |ake Kivu and the headquarters of the
ex-FAR with their heavy weapons. So the only way was strai ght ahead.

At 8 p.m on 15 Cctober 1996, Col onel Rwamanmywa gave the order to destroy
all heavy weapons, the ONATRACOM buses and all the State vehicles they had
looted and told all the young nmen to proceed ahead. But this sane Rwamanywa was
the one who had the entire State treasury. Even the noney deposited by the RDR
was taken care of by himand Mjor Marushi mana, the private secretary of the
Head of State, Major-General Bizinungu Augusti n.

On the night of 15 Cctober 1996, we took the forest trail to Masisi and
spent the night there. |In the nmorning, they went to get the cows and passed
nortars belonging to Kabira's young soldiers. That norning, a lot of ex-FAR
were killed. We were taken hostage and our job was to carry boxes of grenades,
nortar shells, rockets, strins (rifle grenades), heavy weapons, etc. W
travel l ed nore than 500 kilonmetres through the forest to get to Walikal e.

The ex- FAR (Rwandan Arned Forces) and FAZ (Zairian Arnmed Forces) met up in
Walikale. W stayed there for eight days but the popul ation kept noving towards
Ki sangani al ong the paved road. On the ninth day we started out towards
Ki sangani, Zaire's third largest city and, after travelling 120 kil onmetres, we
stopped in Tingi-Tingi and Am si where refugees had set up canps and there were
representatives of organizations such as the Wrld Food Progranme (WP)
International Commttee of the Red Cross (I CRC), Ofice of the United Nations
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF).

The ex-FAR and FAZ took that opportunity to organize and train for a
counter-attack. Mlitary police were patrolling and if they caught you
wandering around rather than participating in the training, wthout having a
nedi cal di spensation signed by a doctor, you were in trouble. They took you to
see Maj or Mudacumura, who was in charge of new recruits; he deci ded whet her or
not you should be killed. He was the operations comander near the Oso river
bridge, where there was a defense post. Many ex-FAR and ex- FAZ sol di ers had
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di ed there because they were raw recruits with little mlitary training. Even
t he white Yugosl av nercenaries had |ost six of their own.

When the ex-FAZ realized that they were losing the battle, they retreated,
| eaving a Puna helicopter and a small transport plane in Tingi-Tingi. Wen
Col onel Ntiwi ragabo arrived, he ordered everything destroyed and that was when
Air Force Major Kanyam bwa gave the order to kill the 40 prisoners as well as
the patients in the hospital so that they could not provide mlitary secrets to
the wi nni ng side.

We left Tingi-Tingi on the night of 28 February 1997 and on 1 March 1997
headed towards Lubutu-Ki sangani. Wen we arrived in Lubutu Mjor Kanyam bwa
personal ly killed four young men with his own pistol because they refused to
carry cartridge cases

At a distance of 100 kilonetres from Ki sangani, the ex-FAZ in charge of
security at the refugee canp told the ex-FAR that the refugees were not to be
allowed into the city because they were too dirty.

W left the paved road and went |eft towards the Ubundu with Mjor
Mugar agu.

On 15 March 1997 we crossed the Ubundu River (where the Ubundu-Ki sangan
Railway is |ocated) and took the forest road in order to avoid neeting any nore
sol di ers.

On 2 April 1997 we arrived at a crossroads where we hoped to find
transportation to Kisangani. Mjor Migaragu had ei ght people killed one by one
after which the others tried to follow the others.

On 19 April 1997 we arrived at the village of Mndinbi, where the Anericans
had built. W were now with Captain Mibirigi who ordered an attack on the
parish to |l oot and steal cattle. They killed four civilians; the priests had
already fled because of the general clinmate of insecurity.

On 29 April 1997 we arrived at the village of Yeno, which was full of
ner chandi se. Captain Mibirigi ordered everyone who was carrying ammunition to
throwit into the forest and destroy it because we were very far fromKabila's
soldiers. He did not act out of pity for us, on the contrary. The soldiers
looted the village, mstreating and raping the Zairian wonen and girls, and even
killed a girl who had refused to sleep with a Rmandan cor por al

This time we had to carry goods: salt, sugar, rice, oil, even dead goats.

W spent the entire nonth of May in the forest, eating only cassava
| eaves; the soldiers hunted for food.

On 9 June 1997 we arrived in the village of Manpoko on the banks of the
Lulonga River. | crossed the river with some of Kabila's soldiers, with whom|
tal ked; one, a warrant officer, gave ne 150,000 New Zaires. They had conme by
boat from Basankusu in the north of Zaire.
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On 17 June 1997 we arrived at the Zaire River at 6.30 p.m W spent the
ni ght there, having crossed the Mtole Forest and stayed five days and ni ghts by

the water.

In the nmorning Captain Miubirigi gave the order to cross the river, but four
Rwandan wonen said that they would cross after they saw their husbands, because
they didn't know where they were; they were soldiers. Two of the four wonen
were Tutsis, however. The Captain ordered all four of themto be bayoneted and
thrown into the river, as was the one-year-old son of one of the Tutsi wonen.

On 27 June 1997 we arrived in the Congo and on 22 July 1997 we arrived in
the Central African Republic.

(Signed) N YONZI MA NTAGUNG RA Gérard
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Appendi x

(1) Lt. Col. Ndahimana J. M V.

(2) Col. Murasanrongo

(3) Lt. Cdr. Rwamanywa - gutvi ka amabi si
(4) Cdr. Kanyanmanza André BKV

(5) Capt. Ntibakunze

(6) Lt. Cdr. Nubaha

(7) Major Bizinmana Andre

(8) Major Nzaboni npa Joseph

(9) Lt. Cdr. Juvenal Bahufite Migunga
(10) Major Ntilikani Faustin

(11) Col. Nyilimanz

(12) Lt. Col. Ruhorahoza

(13) Major Kanyam bwa, pilot who died in canp
(14) Major N anpane

(15) Major Kinyoni

(16) Maj or Sebahi nzi

(17) Maj or Nyanuhi nba

(18) Capt. Munyakayanza

(19) Maj or Nzuwoneneye

(20) Mpjor Kalisa

(21) Major Rusagaliye

(22) Major Miranya Protais

(23) ©Maj or Munyarugerero

(24) Lt. Col. Minyarugaranma

(25) Maj or Ngayanberura

(26) Major Gen. Bizimngu Augustin with Mbutu

(27) Lt. Col. Gasarabwe Edouard



