UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly

Di str.
GENERAL

A 52/ 524
24 CQctober 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

Fifty-second session
Agenda item 145

UNI TED NATI ONS PROGRAMME COF ASSI STANCE IN THE TEACHI NG STUDY,
DI SSEM NATI ON AND W DER APPRECI ATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL LAW

Report of the Secretary-General

CONTENTS
Par agr aphs Page
[, INTRODUCTION .. e e e 1- 4 4
I'1. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PROGRAMVE DURI NG THE BI ENNI UM
10996- 1997 . . . 5- 72 4
A Activities of the United Nations .................. 5 - 58 4
1. Ceneva International Law Seminar .............. 5- 11 4
2. International Law Fellowship Programme ........ 12 - 28 6
3. Activities of the Ofice of Legal Affairs ..... 29 - 50 8

(a) Public international |aw and ot her
activities ....... . 29 - 33 8

(b) Activities concerning the |aw of the sea
and ocean affairs: the Hamilton Shirley

Aner asi nghe Menorial Fellowship .......... 34 - 47 9
(c) Activities concerning international trade
I 48 - 50 11
4. Cooperation with other organizations .......... 51 12

97- 28549 (E) 131197 /...



A 52/ 524

Engl i sh

Page 2

QGUI DELI NES AND RECOMVENDATI ONS REGARDI NG EXECUTI ON OF
THE PROGRAMMVE | N THE BI ENNI UM 1998- 1999

A

B

CONTENTS (conti nued)

5. Publications .......... ... . . ..

(a) United Nations Treaty Series .............

(b) United Nations Juridical Yearbook ........

(c) United Nations Reports of Internationa

Arbitral Anards ........... . .. ...

(d) Oher publications .......... ... .. ... .....

6. Distribution of United Nations |ega

publications ....... ... .. . .. ...

7. Fellowships offered at national institutions .

Activities of the United Nations Institute for

Training and Research ........... ... ... . ... .......

Activities of the United Nations Educati onal

Scientific and Qultural Oganization ..............

O her activities reported by States and

i nternational organizations concerning the

t eachi ng, study, dissem nation and wi der
appreci ation of international |aw pursuant to

General Assenbly resolutions 50/44 and 51/157 .....

Ceneral observations ............. ... ... ..

Activities of the United Nations ..................

ADM NI STRATI VE AND FI NANCI AL | MPLI CATI ONS OF UNI TED

NATI ONS PARTI Cl PATI ON | N THE PROGRAMVE

A

B

Bi enni um 1996-1997 ... ... .. ...

Bi enni um 1998-1999 .. ... ... . ... ..

Par agr aphs

59

68

70

73

74

90

90

55

56

57

58

73

- 102

- 102

Page
12

12

13

13

13

14

14

14

16

17

18
18

18

21
21

22



A 52/ 524
Engl i sh
Page 3

CONTENTS (conti nued)

Par agr aphs Page

V. MEETINGS OF THE ADVI SCRY COW TTEE ON THE UNI TED
NATI ONS PROGRAMVE OF ASSI STANCE | N THE TEACHI NG, STUDY
DI SSEM NATI ON AND W DER APPRECI ATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL
LA 103 - 126 23

A.  Menbership of the Advisory Committee .............. 103 23
B. Consideration of the report by the Advisory

Conmittee at its thirty-first and thirty-second

SESSI NS Lttt e 104 - 126 23

Annex. United Nations Audiovisual Library in International Law ........ 34



A 52/ 524
Engl i sh
Page 4

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The United Nations Programe of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,

Di ssem nation and Wder Appreciation of International Law was established by the
General Assenbly in its resolution 2099 (XX) of 20 Decenber 1965. The nost
recent resolution concerning the Programe was adopted by the General Assenbly
on 11 Decenber 1995 (resolution 50/43).! The encouragenent of the teaching,
study, dissem nation and wi der appreciation of international |aw has al so been
consi dered as one of the main purposes of the 1990-1999 United Nati ons Decade of
I nternational Law. ?

2. By its resolution 50/43, the General Assenbly authorized the Secretary-
Ceneral to carry out in 1996 and 1997 the activities specified in the report on
the Programme that he had submitted to the Assenbly at its fiftieth session
(A/50/726). The Assenbly expressed its appreciation to the Secretary-Cenera
for his constructive efforts to pronote the Programe.

3. In paragraph 16 of resolution 50/43, the General Assenbly requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to report to it at its fifty-second session on the

i mpl ement ation of the Programme during 1996 and 1997 and, foll ow ng
consultations with the Advisory Comnittee on the Programe, to submt
reconmendati ons regardi ng the execution of the Progranme in subsequent years.

4. The present report deals with the inplenentation of the Programe of

Assi stance during 1996-1997 in accordance with the guidelines and
reconmendations contained in the report of the Secretary-General to the fiftieth
session of the General Assenbly (A/50/726). The report, inter alia, gives an
account of the activities performed by the United Nations itself and of those in
whi ch the Organization has participated, as well as a description of
contributions conducted by the United Nations Institute for Training and
Research (UNITAR) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zati on (UNESCO) .

1. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PROGRAMVE DURI NG THE Bl ENNI UM
1996- 1997

A. Activities of the United Nations

1. Ceneva International lLaw Sem nar

5. The International Law Seminar held at Geneva is for advanced students
specializing in international |aw and for young professors or governnent
officials dealing with questions of international lawin the course of their
work. The criteria applied in the selection of candidates are the individua
qualifications of the applicants, including publications and linguistic ability
in English and French; the useful ness of the sem nar for their future career
and the equal representation of nmales and females. The Seminar is intended for
candi dates nostly from devel opi ng St ates
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6. The thirty-second session of the International Law Sem nar was held at the
Pal ais des Nations from 17 June to 5 July 1996 during the forty-eighth session
of the International Law Comm ssion. Twenty-four candidates (12 nale and 12
femal e) were selected and participated in the 1996 Seminar.® They were from
Argentina, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Canada, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland,
Ceorgia, Haiti, the Islamc Republic of Iran, Japan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesot ho,
Mal awi, Mali, Nepal, Peru, the Philippines, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden and
Tuni si a.

7. The thirty-third session of the International Law Sem nar was held at the
Pal ai s des Nations from 16 June to 4 July 1997, during the forty-ninth session
of the Conm ssion. Twenty-two candidates (12 nale and 10 female) were sel ected
and participated in the Seminar.* They were from Argentina, Botswana, Chile,
China, Costa Rica, Cote d' Ivoire, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gernany, G eece,
Qui nea, Honduras, Indonesia, Kyrgyzstan, Ml aysia, Mexico, Mngolia, Pakistan
Par aguay, Turkmeni stan and Uganda.

8. During the three weeks of each session of the Sem nar, the participants
attended the nmeetings of the International Law Conm ssion and | ectures delivered
by menbers of the Commission, officials of the United Nations and internationa
organi zations at Geneva, as well as by experts fromthe International Conmmittee
of the Red Cross.®

9. The Sem nar is funded by voluntary contributions from Menber States and

t hrough national fell owships awarded by Governnents to their own nationals. In
1996 the CGovernnents of Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, Hungary, |celand, Japan,
Norway and Switzerland, and in 1997, the Governnents of Cyprus, Denmark,

Fi nl and, Germany, Iceland, Norway and Switzerl and nade fell owships available to
partici pants from devel oping countries. Wth the award of these fellowships, it
was possi ble to achi eve adequat e geographi cal representation of participants and
to bring deserving candi dates who woul d ot herwi se have been prevented from
participating in the Seminar. For the 1996 session, full fellowships (trave

and subsi stence all owance) were awarded to 10 partici pants, and parti al

fell owshi ps (subsistence only) were given to 6 participants. For 1997 session
full fellowships (travel and subsistence all owance) were awarded to 18
participants and a partial fellowship (subsistence only) to 1 participant.

Thus, of 736 participants, representing 142 nationalities, who have parti ci pated
in the Sem nar since its inception in 1965, fellowships have been awarded to 408
i ndi vidual s.*®

10. At both sessions, the International Law Conm ssion stressed the inportance
it attached to the Sem nar, which enabled young | awers and especially those
from devel opi ng countries to famliarize thenselves with the work of the

Conmi ssion and the activities of the many international organizations that have
their headquarters at Geneva. However, as the avail able funds have been
exhaust ed, the Conm ssion recomended that the General Assenbly shoul d again
appeal to States to nake voluntary contributions needed to hold the Sem nar in
1998 with as broad a participation as possible.’

11. The Commi ssion noted with satisfaction that in 1996 and 1997 conprehensive
interpretation services had been made available to the Seminar and it expressed
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t he hope that the same services would be provided for the next session despite
exi sting financial constraints.?

2. International lLaw Fell owship Programe

12. The International Law Fell owship Programe is designed to enable qualified
persons from devel opi ng countries, in particular md-Ievel governnent |ega

of ficers and young professors of international law, (a) to deepen their

know edge of international |law, particularly of those questions of special
interest to devel oping countries; (b) to have an opportunity for frank and

i nformal exchanges of views on | egal problens of common interest or of special
concern to their respective countries; and (c) depending on the financial
resources available to the Fellowship Programe in any given year, to acquire
practical experience of the legal work of the United Nations and its associ ated
agenci es.

13. The criteria applied in the selection of candi dates are the foll ow ng:
qualifications of individual applicants; needs of their respective countries;
potential applicability in their nornmal fields of work of the benefits obtained
fromthe fell owship; preference to candidates fromcountries whose national s
have not been awarded a fellowship in i mediately preceding years; preference to
the | east devel oped anpong the devel oping countries and to those devel opi ng
countries which have recently gai ned i ndependence; and equitable representation
of males and fenal es.?®

14. The Fell owship Progranme offers the follow ng three schenes:

(a) Attendance for six weeks at the lectures at the Hague Acadeny of
International Law and participation in the Special Sem nars organi zed by the
Ofice of Legal Affairs and UNITAR as in schene (c) below, followed by a
three-nonth practical training period in the Ofice of Legal Affairs of the
United Nations Secretariat or in the | egal departnents of the various United
Nati ons bodi es or specialized agenci es;

(b) Attendance for six weeks at the lectures at the Hague Acadeny of
International Law and participation in the Ofice of Legal Affairs/UN TAR
Special Seminars as in schene (c) below, and participation in the Geneva
International Law Sem nar, organized by the Ofice of Legal Affairs in
conjunction with the annual session of the International Law Comm ssion;

(c) Attendance for six weeks at the annual lectures in private and public
international |law at the Hague Acadeny of International Law and participation in
the special lectures and sem nars organi zed by the Ofice of Legal Affairs and
UNI TAR whi ch are held at The Hague concurrently with the Acadeny's | ectures.

15. However, in the |l ast several years, owing to financial constraints, the
participants in the Progranme have been awarded fell owshi ps under schene (c).

16. In paragraph 2 (a) of its resolution 50/43, the General Assenbly authorized
the Secretary-General to award a nunber of fellowships in both 1996 and 1997, to
be determined in the light of the overall resources for the Progranmme of
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Assi stance and to be awarded at the request of Governnents of devel oping
countries. On the basis of that resolution, 18 fell owshi ps were awarded in 1996
and in 1997.1%

17. For the 1996 Fel |l owshi p Programe, 201 applications from83 countries had
been received by the cl osing date.

18. The 18 fellows (nine femal e and nine nale) who participated in 1996 were
fromthe follow ng countries: Arnenia, Bangl adesh, Belarus, Cbdte d'lvoire,
Cyprus, Djibouti, Dom nican Republic, E Salvador, Eritrea, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan,
Lao People's Denocratic Republic, Mlaysia, Nambia, Panama, Peru, Republic of
Mol dova and Togo. Four observers al so attended the course, and were fromthe
following countries: Belgium Costa R ca, Japan and Spain.

19. For the 1997 Fell owship Programe, 193 applications from83 countries had
been received by the closing date.

20. In 1997 only 16 of the 18 sel ected candi dates were able to participate. !
The 16 fellows (8 female and 8 male) who participated were fromthe foll ow ng
countries: Algeria, Canbodia, Chad, Colonbia, Dom nica, Ecuador, Fiji, Gabon,

Ganbi a, Mauritania, Mrocco, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Viet
Nam Seven observers al so attended the course and were fromthe foll ow ng
countries: India, Italy, Japan, Peru, Qatar, Spain and Sweden.

21. The study programme at The Hague conprised, in addition to the series of

| ectures on private and public international |aw given at the Acadeny, an

i ntensive programme of seminars and exercises specially organized by the Ofice
of Legal Affairs and UNITAR for the benefit of the fell ows.

22. In 1996, the Hague Acadeny courses on public international |aw included the
followi ng:*® (a) General course: International |aw and the sovereignty of
States (J. A Carrillo Sal cedo, Professor at the University of Seville);

(b) Fiftieth anniversary of the International Court of Justice

(HE. M Bedjaoui, President of the International Court of Justice);

(c) Principles of procedure in international litigation (E. Lauterpacht, Forner
Director of the Research Centre for International Law, University of Canbridge);
(d) Island States (L. Lucchini, Professor at the University of Paris 1);

(e) Contribution of international trade | aw to the devel opnent of international
law (D. M MRae, Professor at the University of Otawa); (f) Formation of
customary international |aw (M Mendel son, Professor at University College);

(g) Relation of the International Court to international arbitration

(M W Reisman, Professor at Yale University); and (h) Measures adopted by the
Security Council under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations

(M Spinedi, Professor at the University of Rone).

23. The 1996 special sem nars organi zed by the Ofice of Legal Affairs and

UNI TAR covered the following topics:*® (a) International protection of human
rights; (b) International humanitarian |aw, (c) Refugee |law, (d) International

| aw and sust ai nabl e devel opment; (e) International economic law, (f) World Trade
Organi zation and the multilateral trading system (g) International

environnental |aw, and (h) Law of the sea.
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24. 1n 1997, the Hague Acadeny courses on public international |aw included the

followi ng:** (a) general course: the |egal foundations of the internationa
system organization, |aw nmaking, |aw enforcenent (K Zemanek, Professor at the
University of Vienna); (b) multilateral rights and obligations in internationa
law (J. Crawford, Professor at the University of Canbridge); (c) enforcing
international law (L. Danrosch, Professor at Colunmbia University); (d) revision
of the institutions of the European Union (HE. M Ofja, Menber of the European
Conmmi ssion); (e) non-governmental organizations and the inplenmentation of
international law (H E. R Ranjeva, Judge at the International Court of

Justice); (f) the role of the European Union in protecting human rights

(J. Rideau, Professor at the University of Sophia Antipolis); (g) private
factors and public international |law (E. Roucounas, Professor at the University
of Athens); and (h) Ui possidetis and its effectiveness in territorial and
boundary di sputes (L. Sanchez Rodriguez, Professor at the Autononous University
of Madrid).

25. The 1997 special seminar organized by the Ofice of Legal Affairs and

UNI TAR covered the following topics:*® (a) international environnental |aw,

(b) law of the sea; (c) negotiating international l|egal instruments; (d) State
responsibility; (e) the Wrld Trade Organi zation and the nultilateral treaty
system (f) selected topics on human rights; (g) international humanitarian | aw
(h) international crimnal law, and (i) international refugee |aw.

26. The nethodol ogy used in these special sem nars places enphasis on the
practical aspects of the topics, including case studies, and encourages the
active participation of the fell ows.

27. Under the Progranmme, introductory sem nars were arranged in 1996 and 1997
on the work of the International Court of Justice, as well as study-visits to
the Permanent Court of Arbitration, the Hague Conference on Private
International Law, the Iran-United States O ains Tribunal, the Internationa
Tri bunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of
International Humanitarian Law Conmitted in the Territory of the Fornmer

Yugosl avia since 1991, and the Houses of Parlianent of the Netherlands.

28. No regional refresher courses were organized in 1996 or 1997 in the absence
of voluntary contributions and of a host country.

3. Activities of the Ofice of Legal Affairs

(a) Public international |aw and other activities

29. As in the past, the Ofice of Legal Affairs of the United Nations
Secretariat, and in particular its Codification Division, continued to perform
various functions connected with the goals of the Progranme.

30. The Ofice, in cooperation with UNI TAR, nade the various arrangements
relating to the general orientation of the Fellowship Programe in Internationa
Law, such as the selection of fellows and the lecturers for the Programe.

Cl ose consultations were naintai ned between the Codification D vision and UNI TAR
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so as to ensure the inplenentation of the guidelines for the Fell owship
Progranmme as approved by the General Assenbly.

31. The Ofice of Legal Affairs received and assigned interns to participate in
activities related to some of its projects. The Ofice selects interns and
arranges for the duration and type of their training and assigns themto
projects in which an intern has a special interest. Interns bear all their
financi al expenses.

32. Staff nenbers of the Ofice of Legal Affairs, through arrangenents nade by
the O fice of Communications and Public Information, have |ectured at
Headquarters on various aspects of international |aw and the |aw of

i nternational organizations to different audiences, including foreign office
officials, parlianmentarians, teachers and university students, as well as to
nenbers of governmental and non-governnental organizations.

33. The Codification Division assists in the dissemnation of information
regarding the work of the United Nations on the codification and progressive
devel opnent of international law, as well as on sone aspects regarding its
application. A summary of the activities of the Sixth Commttee and its

subsi diary organs are being posted on the United Nati ons hone page of the
Internet, on a regular basis. The report of the International Law Comm ssion on
the work of its forty-eighth (1996) session'® has al so been posted, and efforts
are being made by the Division to place on the Internet other legal materials in
the field of public international |law, including sunmaries of the recent
decisions of the International Court of Justice and the |egal opinions beginning
with the 1993 United Nations Juridical Yearbook. In cooperation with the United
Nat i ons Dag Hammarskj 6l d Library, the Codification Division will undertake to
prepare abstracts of selected legal materials for inputting into the d oba

Legal Information Network (GIN), ' an aut omated database of statutes and

regul ations that originate fromcountries in the Anericas, Europe, Africa and
Asia, which are available to del egations and Secretariat nmenbers through GLIN
The Division for Ccean Affairs and the Law of the Sea is now providing
information to its sub-site on the hone page, which includes information on

| egal aspects of the marine environment, marine resources, activities of other
organi zati ons and bodies in the area of oceans and the | aw of the sea, rel evant

i nternational and regional agreements, settlenment of disputes and extensive
lists of docunents and publications ainmed at a better understanding of the |ega
regine as contained in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

(See also the information contained in section 5 bel ow )

(b) Activities concerning the law of the sea and ocean affairs:
the Ham lton Shirley Anmerasinghe Menorial Fellowship

34. The Division for Ccean Affairs and the Law of the Sea contributes to the
promoti on and wi der dissemnation of international |law, as well as the

acqui sition of additional know edge of the law of the sea, inter alia, by the
annual award of the Hamilton Shirley Anerasi nghe Menorial Fellowship on the Law
of the Sea.!®
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35. The fellowship provides an opportunity to fellows to advance in their
chosen professions or vocations by expanding their know edge and attaining a
better understanding of and greater specialization in the fields of study
related to the law of the sea and its inplenmentation. The candi dates for the
fell owship must have a degree in law, marine science, political science, ocean
managenent, admi nistration of ports or in related disciplines. They nust have
at least five years of work-rel ated experience.

36. The fellowship is awarded by the Under-Secretary-Ceneral for Legal Affairs,
the Legal Counsel, on the recommendati ons of the Advisory Panel.?*

37. The universities and institutions participating in the programe are:
Centre for Cceans Law and Policy, University of Virginia, United States;

Dal housi e Law School, Halifax, Canada; Faculty of Law, University of Oxford,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; G aduate Institute of
International Studies, CGeneva; Institute of Maritine Law, University of

Sout hanmpt on, United Kingdom Marine Policy Center, Wods Hol e Cceanographic
Institution, Massachusetts, United States; Netherlands Institute for the Law of
the Sea, University of Urecht, Netherlands; Research Centre for International
Law, University of Canbridge, United Kingdom Rhodes Acadeny of Cceans Law and
Pol i cy, Rhodes, Greece; School of Law, University of Georgia, United States;
School of Law, University of Mam, United States; School of Law, University of
Washington, United States; and Wlliam$S. Richardson School of Law, University
of Hawaii, United States.

38. The annual award under the fellowship progranme provi des successful fellows
with facilities for postgraduate-level study and research in the field of |aw of
the sea, its inplenentation and related nmarine affairs. They may do so at any
of the participating universities, which provide facilities for the successful
candi dates to pursue their acadenm c research and studies for three to six nonths
free of tuition, followed by an internship period of up to three nmonths with the
Di vi si on.

39. The fellowship is publicized globally and applications are received in
response to invitations extended through the offices of the resident
representatives of the United Nations Devel opnment Programme (UNDP) and through
the United Nations information centres. The selection of candidates is subject
to a two-stage process. The prelimnary stage of review of the individual
applications and nom nations, which are received from Governnents, governmnental
agencies, institutions and other bodies, is carried out by the Division for
Ccean Affairs and the Law of the Sea in cooperation with the Codification
Division of the Ofice of Legal Affairs. A shortlist of candidates is drawn up
for evaluation by an Advisory Panel. Twelve awards have been nade since 1986.

40. The United Kingdom in responding to General Assenbly resolution 49/28 of

6 Decenber 1994, once again offered £15,000 to fund a fellowship for the 1996/ 97
academ c year under the programme. |n naking the donation, the United Kingdom
nmade a speci al request that the candi date shoul d be chosen from a devel opi ng
country and should carry out a progranme of advanced study and research at the
graduate level at a university in the United Kingdomfollowed by an internship
period with the Division.
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41. As a result of the offer fromthe United Kingdom it was possible to award
one fellowship in 1995, to be inplenmented in 1996/97. 2°

42. The Advi sory Panel wel conmed the contribution. Wile extending its
appreciation to the Government of the United Kingdom the Panel once nore
expressed the hope that this could beconme a tradition as a continuing comm t nent
on the part of the United Kingdom and urged other countries to consider

foll owi ng the exanpl e of the United Ki ngdom

43. The fell owship provides for the cost of round-trip air travel of the
successful fellow fromhis/her home country to the chosen university and
thereafter to United Nations Headquarters in New York and back to his/her home
country. Appropriate subsistence is also paid to the fellow while at the
university and during the internship period with the United Nations, Division
for Ccean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, in New York, in accordance with
established United Nations rates for fell owships. Attenpts have been made to
fund the annual fellowships fromthe interest accrued under the fellowship fund.
In the | ast several years, however, the contributions have dropped and it has
becone necessary to draw upon capital in order to maintain the fell owship.

44, Individuals fromthe follow ng countries have been recipients of the
fell owship: Nepal (1986), United Republic of Tanzania (1987), Chile (1988),
Saint Lucia (1989), Sao Tone and Principe (1990), Croatia (1991), Thail and
(1992), Kenya (1993), 2* Seychel |l es and Caneroon (1994), Tonga (1995) and

I ndonesi a (1996).

45. The Advi sory Panel, chaired by Professor John Norton Moore, noted that, as
in previous years, the candidates were all of a very high calibre and
recommended that efforts be continued to acquire additional funding for

fell owshi ps from philanthropic and other institutions and to encourage
universities to award fellowships to all finalists in the programre. Al ong
these lines, on the basis of the Panel's endorsenent, selected candidates are
designated as "finalists" in consideration for the award and are encouraged to
use this information in applying directly to universities for fellowship
consideration. In this connection, the Rhodes Acadeny of Cceans Law and Policy
in Geece has invited applications for its programme fromthe 14 finalists for
the tenth award.

46. The Panel al so urged the Under-Secretary-General, the Legal Counsel, to
explore the possibility of increasing the endowent so that the interest earned
t heref rom woul d enabl e nore than one fellowship to be awarded per year.

47. The Advisory Panel will neet later in 1997 to recommend a candidate for the

twel fth award. Thereafter the award will be announced by the Under-Secretary-
General for Legal Affairs, the Legal Counsel

(c) Activities concerning international trade |aw

48. The activities of the United Nations Conmi ssion on International Trade Law
(UNCITRAL) and its secretariat (International Trade Law Branch of the United
Nations O fice of Legal Affairs) are designed primarily to acquaint | awers,
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government officials and scholars, particularly from devel opi ng countries, with
the work of UNCI TRAL and with the legal texts that have emanated fromits work
In doing so, the secretariat has kept in mnd the decision of the Conmm ssion at
its fourteenth session, in 1981, that a major purpose of the training and
assistance activities should be the pronotion of texts that have been prepared
by the Conmi ssi on. #

49. The Conmi ssion, pursuant to General Assenbly resolutions 50/47 of

11 Decenber 1995 and 51/161 of 16 Decenber 1996, organi zed senminars and synposia
in many devel oping countries.? In the aforenentioned resolutions, the Assenbly
had appeal ed to Governnments, the relevant United Nati ons organs, organizations,
institutions and individuals, in order to ensure full participation by al

Menber States in the sessions of the Conm ssion and its working groups, to make
voluntary contributions to the trust fund for travel assistance to devel oping
countries that were nenbers of the Commi ssion, at their request and in
consultation with the Secretary-CGeneral and, where appropriate, to the financing
of special projects, and otherwi se to assist the secretariat of the Conm ssion
in financing and organi zi ng sem nars and synposia, in particular in devel oping
countries, and in the award of fellowships to candi dates from devel opi ng
countries to enable themto participate in such sem nars and synposia. The
Assenbly al so appealed to the United Nations Devel opnent Programme and ot her

bodi es responsi bl e for devel opnent assistance, such as the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Devel opnent and the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Devel opnent, as well as to Governnents in their bilateral aid programes, to
support the training and technical assistance progranmme of the Comm ssion and to
cooperate and coordinate their activities with those of the Conm ssion.

50. The Secretariat continued with the internship progranme and received 11
interns in 1996 and 8 in 1997

4. Cooperation with other organizations

51. Several international organizations and institutions? have continued to
partici pate as observers in various neetings of United Nations bodies dealing

wi th the progressive devel opnment of international |law and its codification. On
9 Cctober 1996, a joint neeting of the menbers of the Asian-African Lega

Consul tative Conmittee and the | egal advisers of the permanent m ssions of
Menber States to the United Nations in New York was held in cooperation with the
Secretariat to discuss a nunmber of topics of nmutual interest.

5. Publications

(a) United Nations Treaty Series

52. The Treaty Section is progressively inplenenting a conprehensive
conputerization programe to facilitate the effective and tinely di ssem nation
of treaty information fromthe United Nations Treaty Series through the globa
el ectroni c gateways.?® Furthernore, a new database/workfl ow systemis being
devel oped to reduce the processing tinme for treaties submitted for registration
with the Secretariat, and to expedite their publication process, including a
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desktop publication capability.?® It is hoped that these measures will assist
significantly in reducing the existing backlog in the publication of the Treaty
Series and |l ead to consi derabl e savings of resources.

53. The Summary of Practice of the Secretary-General as Depositary of
Miltilateral Treaties (ST/LEG 8) was translated into French in 1997 and the
French version will be rel eased shortly.

(b) United Nations Juridical Yearbook

54. Publication of the United Nations Juridical Yearbook is proceeding after
interruption owwing to the financial crisis. The 1990 and 1986 editions appeared
in 1993 and 1994, respectively, and the 1991 editi on appeared i n Novenber 1996
The 1987, 1992 and 1993 are in the press (the 1993 edition for the first tine
contains an index). The 1994 edition has been submtted for publication.
Efforts are under way to submit the 1988 edition by the end of 1997, and the
1995 and 1989 editions in 1998. Thereafter, work on the subsequent editions
will continue. A cumulative index of selected | egal opinions of the Secretari at
of the United Nations as published in the United Nations Juridical Yearbooks
(1962 to 1986 and 1990) has al so been issued in 1997. Furthernore, work on a
cumul ative index for the entire series of the yearbooks is al nost conpl eted
Efforts are also under way to place the recent |egal opinions on the Internet.

(c) United Nations Reports of International Arbitral Awards

55. The Codification Division of the Ofice of Legal Affairs has prepared
vol unes 20 and 21 of the United Nations Reports of International Arbitral
Awards. Vol une 20 of this publication containing three arbitral awards was
published in 1996.2%" Volume 21, again containing three arbitral awards, is in
the press and it is expected to be published in 1997. Volune 22 is in
preparation by the Division

(d) O her publications

56. The fifth edition of The Whirk of the International Law Conmi ssion, prepared
by the Codification Division, was published in May 1996. The proceedi ngs of the
United Nations Congress on Public International Law is published under the title
International Law as a lLanguage for International Relations (1996). In
accordance with the programre of activities for the third term (1995-1996) of

t he Decade, approved by the General Assenbly in its resolution 49/50 of

9 Decenber 1994, the Division has undertaken the updating of the publication
Summaries of the Judgnents, Advisory pinions and Orders of the Internationa
Court of Justice (1949-1991) covering the period 1992-1996. The Secretariat has
pl aced sumaries of the 1992-1996 decisions (in English) of the Court on the
Internet. As a contribution to the Decade, nenbers of the International Law
Conmmi ssi on have published, with the assistance of the Codification Division, a
coll ection of essays on public international law entitled International Law on
the Eve of the Twenty-first Century (1997). The Division for Ccean Affairs and
the Law of the Sea has published during 1996-1997 Law of the Sea Bulletin
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(Nos. 30 to 35), which updates information relating to the law of the sea and
marine affairs including national |egislation, bilateral and nultilatera
treaties, and the decisions of international courts and arbitral tribunals; the
Law of the Sea Information Grcular (Nos. 2 to 5), which contains information on
any action taken by States parties in inplenmenting the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea; and the annual selected bibliography on the |aw of the
sea.?® Mention should also be nmade in this context of the UN Chronicle, which
frequently includes information on the current |legal activities of the United
Nat i ons.

6. D stribution of United Nations |egal publications

57. Pursuant to paragraph 116 of the 1995 report of the Secretary-Ceneral on
t he Programme of Assistance (A/50/726) and paragraph 1 of CGeneral Assenbly
resol ution 50/43 authorizing its inplenmentation, copies of United Nations |ega
publications issued during 1996 have been provided to the institutions in
devel opi ng countries that have been receiving such publications under the
Programme and to other institutions in a nunber of countries, in particular in
t he devel opi ng countries, for which requests for such publications have been
made by the Menber States concerned. The International Court of Justice
continued to provide copies of its publications to institutions receiving

assi stance under the Programme.

7. Fellowships offered at national institutions

58. The United Nations Secretariat publicizes requests for fellowship offers
for the study of international law at national institutions. During 1996, the
United Kingdom subm tted an offer of research/training fell owships sponsored by
the Nuffield Foundation in the area of "Law Reformand Initiative in

Pr of essi onal Legal Education” to be taken up at the Institute of Advanced Lega
Studi es, University of London.

B. Activities of the United Nations Institute for
Trai ning and Research

59. In addition to cooperation with Ofice of Legal Affairs in organizing the
Fel | owshi p Programme, as referred to in section A 2. above, UNITAR has carried
out a number of activities related to the teaching, study, dissem nation and
wi der appreciation of international |aw.

International Court of Justice - Collogquiumon the celebration of the fiftieth
anni versary of the Court

60. The International Court of Justice and UNI TAR co-sponsored a col | oqui um on
the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Court, entitled "Increasing
the effectiveness of the Court”, held at the Peace Pal ace at The Hague in

April 1996. Attending the colloquiumwere em nent scholars of the Court, |ega
advisers from States Menbers of the United Nations and the judges of the Court.
The proceedi ngs of the colloquium are being published in 1997.
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UNI TAR I nternational Peace Acadeny fellowship programe in peacemaki ng and
preventive dipl omacy

61. The fellowship programre offers advanced training in conflict analysis,
negotiati on and nmediation to international and national civil servants who w sh
to learn or refine these skills. The programme is based on the | atest know edge
inthe field and is taught by distinguished and expert faculty from both
academ c and applied settings, as well as by current and forner staff of the
United Nations Secretari at.

62. The progranme is organized for a period of two nonths and is available to
m ddl e-1 evel and senior-level Professional staff fromthe substantive
departnents and agencies of the United Nations, staff fromregi ona

organi zations, diplomatic staff fromforeign mnistries and rel evant personne
from non-governnmental hurmani tari an organi zati ons.

Wor kshop on Procedures for the Settlenment of Trade Disputes at the Wirld Trade
O gani zati on (WO

63. This one-week workshop is organized on an annual basis for the benefit of
menbers of permanent nissions accredited to the United Nations Ofice at Ceneva.
The 1996 wor kshop took place in Septenber.

64. The objective of the workshop is to explain the WO di spute settl enent
procedures, including conciliation and arbitration

Training on |l egal aspects of debt and financial managenent

65. This programme seeks to provide training in | egal aspects of debt and
financi al managerment in countries of sub-Saharan Africa, the newy independent
Central Asian republics, and North and South Asia, as well as in the Mddle
East. A range of subregional semnars and targeted in-depth foll ow up workshops
(along with institution-building nmeasures) will be inplemented in the

partici pants' countries to sensitize and/or train senior officers, mddle-Ieve
managers, |aw professors and | awers in | egal aspects of debt managenent. The
training programme will also establish facilities in selected countries to
provide training on a continuing basis, both nationally and subregionally.

Preparati on of UNI TAR Correspondence Instruction Programe in Internationa
Envi ronnental Law

66. UNITAR s latest initiative with regard to the training and di ssem nation of
international law is the devel opment of a Training Programe in Internationa
Environnental Law, in partnership with the Conmm ssion on Environmental Law of
the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
(World Conservation Union). Correspondence instruction will be the centra
conponent of the progranme in order to reach |arge nunbers of people in both
government al and non-governnental organizations fromcountries throughout the
world. This self-study programre applies a baseline approach and intends to
conpl emrent existing training efforts in the field.
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67. The correspondence instruction will be supplenented by specialized
foll owup workshops and seminars held at the regional or subregional |level wth
sel ected efforts for environmental |aw capacity-building at the national |evel

C. Activities of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural O ganization

68. UNESCO in conjunction with the Soci été francai se pour le droit

i nternational prepared a docunent on teaching and research in the field of human
rights at the higher education | evel for French-speaking countries. The
docunent covers present teaching programmes and subj ect courses taught at
universities as well as research and thenes covered. It is the result of the
"Journées d' études" organi zed by the Soci été francai se pour le droit

i nternational on 20 January 1996 at UNESCO headquarters in which schol ars,
teachers and researchers fromindustrialized as well as devel oping countries

di scussed the status of teaching and research, and consi dered neasures ai ned at
devel opi ng human rights education at the university |evel.

69. UNESCO continued to carry out activities in the field of international |aw
in 1995 and 1996:

(a) UNESCO World Directory of Human Rights Research and Trai ni ng
Institutions. The third edition (1995), prepared on the basis of information
recei ved by UNESCO i n response to a revised questionnaire, took into account
recent devel opnents and trends in the field of human rights, including
procedures for their protection. The Directory contains a country index and
provides information notably on research thenes and on specialists working in
the field of human rights as well as on international cooperation. The 1995
edition has 368 entries: 301 national institutions and 67 regional and
international institutions. 1t is intended to aid in establishing collaboration
anong institutions and creating networks of research and training institutions
t hat specialists and non-specialists can all contribute to the pronotion and
protection of human rights.

(b) The struggle against discrimnation. A collection of internationa
instruments adopted by the United Nations system 1996.

(c) Human rights: Major international instrunents (Status as at
31 May 1997). This publication offers reviews of the instruments adopted by the
United Nations, its specialized agencies and other international organizations.

(d) Chairs on human rights, denocracy and peace established in
1996- 1997: 20

1996

Austria: UNESCO Chair on Peace, Human Rights and Denocracy at the European
University Centre for Peace Studies, Septenber 1996;

Brazil: UNESCO Chair on Education for Peace, Human Ri ghts, Denocracy and
Tol erance, at the University of S&o Paul o, January 1996;
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Madagascar: UNESCO Chair for Peace, Denocracy and Devel opnent at the
Uni versity of Fiarantsoa, June 1996;

Morocco: UNESCO Chair on Education, Training and Research for Human Ri ghts
at the University Mohammed V of Rabat, March 1996;

South Africa: UNESCO (diver Tambo) Chair of Human Rights at the
University of Fort Hare, March 1996.

1997

Bel arus: UNESCO Chair in the Culture of Peace and Denpcracy at the
Nati onal Institute of Hi gher Education of the Republic of Bel arus, M nsk,
May 1997,

Ceorgia: UNESCO Chair on a Culture of Peace and Denocracy at the State
Pedagogi cal University, Tbilisi, February 1997,

Greece: UNESCO Chair on Education for Human Ri ghts and Peace at the
Aristotle University of Thessal oniki, April 1997;

Mexi co:  UNESCO Chair for Human Rights at the Faculty of Political and
Soci al Sciences of the National Autononmous University of Mexico, February 1997.

Pal estinian Authority: UNESCO Chair in Human Ri ghts, Denocracy and Peace
at An Naj ah National University, June 1997.

Russi an Federation: UNESCO Chair on a Culture of Peace and Denocracy of
Moscow, February 1997.

D. QOher activities reported by States and international
organi zati ons concerning the teaching, study,
di ssemi nation and wi der appreciation of international
| aw pursuant to General Assenbly resolutions 50/44
and 51/157

70. The reports of the Secretary-General to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first and fifty-second sessions on the agenda itementitled "United

Nati ons Decade of International Law'3® contained an anal ytical conpilation of
other activities reported by States and international organizations carried out
in inmplenmentation of chapter 1V of the programme of activities for the third and
the final terms (1995-1996 and 1997-1999) of the Decade.

71. Those activities have been grouped under eight headi ngs: pronotion of the
United Nations Progranmme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, D ssem nation and
W der Appreciation of International Law, pronotion of the teaching of
international |law for students and teachers at school s and at hi gher education

| evel s and international cooperation for that purpose; organization of and
participation in international and regional sem nars and synposia for experts on
international law, training in international |aw for |egal professionals and
governnent officials organized by States and international organizations;
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publication of the practice of States and international and regiona

organi zations in the field of international |aw publication by States and

i nternational organizations of international |egal instruments and | ega

studi es; wider publication of the judgenents and advi sory opi nions of
international courts and tribunals and sunmaries thereof; and publication by

i nternational organizations of treaties concluded under their auspices,
publication of the United Nations Treaty Series and the United Nations Juridica

Year book.
72. Chapters of the above-nentioned reports on the questions of promption and

di ssem nation of international |aw should be considered an integral part of the
present report.

[11. GUJ DELI NES AND RECOMVENDATI ONS REGARDI NG EXECUTI ON
OF THE PROGRAMMVE | N THE BI ENNI UM 1998- 1999

A. Ceneral observations

73. In paragraph 16 of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 50/43, the General Assenbly
requested the Secretary-General to report to it at its fifty-second session on
the inpl enentati on of the Programe during the period 1996-1997 and, foll ow ng
consultations with the Advisory Committee on the Progranme, to submt
recomendati ons regardi ng the execution of the Programre in subsequent years.
The gui del i nes and recomendati ons requested by the Assenbly are presented in
the foll owi ng paragraphs. In fornulating the guidelines and reconmendati ons,
account has been taken of the fact that in resolution 50/43 the CGeneral Assenbly
did not provide new budgetary resources for the Progranme but relied instead on
financing such activities fromthe existing overall |evel of appropriations and
voluntary contributions from States. Therefore, one general recomendation is
that the United Nations and ot her agencies continue the current activities under
the Progranmme and devel op and expand themif new funds becone avail abl e t hrough
voluntary contributions. New activities should only be undertaken if the
overall |evel of appropriations or voluntary contributions nake them possi bl e.

B. Activities of the United Nations

74. CGeneva International lLaw Seminar. It is expected that, if sufficient

vol untary contributions from States continue to be made, new sessions of the
Semnar will be held in 1998 and 1999 in conjunction with those of the

I nternational Law Comm ssion. Scheduling of the sessions of the Sem nar shoul d
be done in such a way as to make it possible to provide the Seminar with
adequate services, including interpretation as required.

75. Public international |aw and other activities. During the biennium

1998- 1999, the Ofice of Legal Affairs and its Codification D vision are
expected to continue performng the various functions connected with the goals
of the Programme, as described in the present report, nanmely, participation in
the International Law Fell owship Programme; training of interns; lecturing on

i nternational |aw topics; secretariat functions to the Advisory Conmittee and to
the Sixth Committee on the item concerning the United Nations Programe of
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Assi stance; and di ssem nation of information regarding the codification and
progressive devel opment of international |aw and the United Nations Decade of
International Law. Wth regard to the training of interns, geographica
distribution is duly borne in mind in selecting interns and, at the sanme tine,
existing possibilities are fully taken advantage of, irrespective of
nationality.

76. Activities concerning the |aw of the sea and ocean affairs; the Hamilton
Shirley Arerasinghe Menorial Fell owship. The Ofice of Legal Affairs wll
continue to award at | east one fell owship annually, in accordance with the rules
and guidelines referred to in paragraphs 35 and 39 above.

77. Activities concerning international trade |aw. The steps to pronote
training and assistance in international trade |law are of particular concern to
devel opi ng countries. The Secretary-General, through the International Trade
Law Branch of the Ofice of Legal Affairs, will take the requisite action during
t he bi enni um 1998-1999 in order to inplenent the recomendati ons addressed to
himin this regard by UNCI TRAL and the General Assenbly.

78. Publications. It is expected that the United Nations Secretariat wll
continue its efforts to reduce the backlog of the United Nations Treaty Series
and of the United Nations Juridical Yearbook in accordance with the plan of
action referred to in paragraphs 52 and 54 above. Efforts should al so be
continued by the United Nations Secretariat to ensure the publication of matters
of legal interest through the Internet on the United Nations home page and

t hrough ot her el ectronic nedia.

79. Provision of United Nations |legal publications. Copies of United Nations
| egal publications issued during 1998-1999 will be provided to the institutions
i n devel oping countries that have been receiving such publications under the
Programme and to other institutions in the devel oping countries for which
requests for such publications are made by the Menber States concerned. Each
new request shall be reviewed on its own nerits and the availability of the

| egal publication in question shall also be taken into account.

80. Fellowships and schol arships offered at national institutions. Information
recei ved from Governnments regarding the fell owshi ps and schol arshi ps offered at
national institutions will, at the request of those Governnents, be circul ated

to all Menber States.

81. International Law Fellowship Progranmme. For the reasons spelled out in

par agraphs 12 and 15 above, the inplenentation of the International Law

Fel | owshi p Programe should be carefully evaluated in order to nake it as
effective and as efficient as possible. A nunber of fellowships, to be
determined in the Iight of the above-nentioned review, should continue to be
awar ded each year under the United Nations regul ar budget. Additiona

fell owshi ps may al so be awarded fromthe Trust Fund of the Progranme of

Assi stance, depending on the amount of the voluntary contributions received each
year and taking into account the needed protection against irregularities in the
flow of voluntary contributions.
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82. The Programme should al so be open to a limted nunber of observers whose
CGovernnments are willing to cover the expenses of their observers.

83. Extreme caution should be used in the allocation of funds fromthe Trust
Fund to finance adm nistrative and other expenses of the Fell owship Progranme.
As in previous years, it is to be stressed that guidelines contained in Genera
Assenbly resol utions should be followed, in particular the desirability of
using, as far as possible, the resources and facilities made avail abl e by Menber
States, international organizations and others; as well as the need, in
appointing lecturers for the semnars of the Fell owship Programme to secure
representation of the mgjor |egal systens and to ensure bal ance anong vari ous
geogr aphi cal regions.

84. As in previous years, in the inplenentation of the Fellowship Programre,
nmaxi mum use shoul d be nmade of existing human and material resources of the
Organi zation so as to achi eve the best possible results within a policy of

maxi mum financial restraint. Every effort should be nade to enhance and
maintain the high quality of the lecturers and the semnars. To the extent
possi bl e, teaching experts for the sem nars should be sel ected fromanong the
staff of the Organization, thus reducing to a mninumconsultants' fees and
nmaki ng full use of the expertise of Organization staff in international |aw and
rel ated areas.

85. The Fell owship Programme has so far been organi zed bilingually, in English
and in French. In addition to the adm nistrative difficulties inherent in such
an arrangenent and in ensuring the quality of the Programme, bilingual sem nars
are very costly. The Secretary-General recommends that, beginning with the

bi enni um 1998-1999, the Fell owship Progranme be conducted alternately in English
and in French. This reconmendation is based on financial considerations as well
as concerns for the inprovenent of the quality of the Progranme. Bilingua
semnars are nore costly to organi ze than are nonolingual sem nars. Conducting
sem nars in one | anguage woul d allow for a saving of approximately $26, 000 per
bi ennium Taking into account the financial constraints under which the

Organi zation is operating and which are clearly affecting the Progranmme, the
prom sed saving would allow nore fellowships to be granted to deserving fellows
from devel opi ng countri es.

86. In addition, nonolingual semnars would increase the possibilities for
enhancing the quality of the Programme. Currently, because the sem nars cannot
be run without including bilingual |ecturers, the choice of lecturers is
relatively limted. Bilingual lecturers teach eight training sessions per week,
two sessions alternately in English and French each day with a break of 1 hour
and 30 mnutes in between. OasMng to this heavy workload, |lecturers are
increasingly reluctant to accept teaching appointnents on a bilingual basis. In
addition, nonolingual semnars would allow a wi der choice of |ecturers as well
as topics.

87. Furthernmore, when the sanme topics are taught by two different |lecturers
(one in English, the other in French), as is often the case at present, the
approach, contents and training materials for the sane subject can vary

consi derably between the two linguistic groups. This has occasionally caused
concern anong the fellows as well as the lecturers thenselves. A nonolingua

l...
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sem nar would avoid this problem In short, nonolingual courses are nore
efficient and nore effective.

88. Upon the invitation of the Ofice of Legal Affairs, UN TAR should continue
to participate in those aspects of the Fellowship Progranmme nore in keeping with
its organi zati onal capabilities and with the guidelines set out above.

89. United Nations Audiovisual Library in International Law. One of the basic
and effective ways of dissem nating and engendering a w der appreciation of
international law is through teaching. Efforts should be made: (a) to assist
States and, in particular, developing States and their universities and
institutions of higher studies in incorporating international |aw courses into
their curricula; and (b) to assist States in providing training opportunities in
i nternational |law for governnent officials who are dealing with questions of
international law in the course of their work. One cost-effective nmeans of such
assistance is through the preparation and distribution of audi ovisual tapes.

The Secretary-General proposes to create a United Nations Audiovisual Library in
International Law. This library will collect and produce tapes useful for
training and teaching international law and will be open to States and their
educational institutions. A detailed proposal for the library is contained in
the annex to the present report.

V. ADM NI STRATI VE AND FI NANCI AL | MPLI CATI ONS OF UNI TED
NATI ONS PARTI Cl PATI ON | N THE PROGRAMVE

A.  Biennium 1996-1997

90. Anong the activities carried out under the Progranme during 1996- 1997, the
following items were related to allocations of the regul ar budget: the supply
of United Nations legal publications to institutions in devel oping countri es;
and the provision of a nunber of international [aw fellowships, determned in
the Iight of the overall resources for the Programme (General Assenbly

resol ution 50/ 43, para. 2 (a)).

91. The cost of the handling and shipping of United Nations |egal publications
to institutions in devel oping countries has been covered under the rel evant
sections of the programme budget for the biennium 1996-1997 relating to
Conference services, Distribution Section, and to Adm ni strati on and nmanagenent,
Support services, Headquarters, Ml operations.

92. The actual cost of producing the publications falls under the respective
al l ocations for the substantive programes to which each publication bel ongs.

93. As for the cost of provision by the United Nations of a nunber of

fell owships determined in the light of the overall resources for the Programe,
a total of $358,200 was appropriated fromregul ar budget sources under

section 6, Legal activities, subprograme 3, Progressive devel opnment and
codification of international |aw, of the progranme budget for the biennium
1996-1997.3% Pursuant to General Assenbly resolutions 50/214 and 50/215 A of
23 Decenber 1995, the budget for the Ofice of Legal Affairs was reduced by

15 per cent. In order to maintain the usual nunber of fellows for the
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International Law Fel | owshi p Programme, $7,900 was wi thdrawn fromthe Trust Fund
for the progranmre.

94. In accordance with paragraph 14 of General Assenbly resolution 50/43,

wher eby the Assenbly requested Menber States, interested organizations and

i ndividuals to make voluntary contributions towards the financing of the
Programe, the Secretary-General addressed a note on 8 January 1996 and agai n on
12 February 1997 to Menber States drawing their attention to paragraphs 2 (a)
and 13 to 15 of resolution 50/43, paragraph 9 of resolution 47/32 and

par agraphs 15 and 16 of resolution 46/50.

95. In that connection, subsequent to the issuance of the 1995 report of the
Secretary-General (A/50/726), a contribution of $3,200 was received from G eece
and $1,080 was received from Cyprus for the International Law Fell owship

Pr ogr amme.

96. For the CGeneva International Law Senminar, the Governments of the follow ng
countries nmade contributions in 1996: Cyprus $1,080, Denmark $12,527.21

Fi nl and $5, 441.77, Hungary $3,389.83, Iceland $1,000, Japan $20, 000, Norway

$5, 000, and Switzerland $8,474.58. In 1997, the followi ng countries nade
contributions: Denmark $10,902.58, Finland $5,048.81, Germany $11, 065. 82,

I cel and $1, 000, Norway $5, 000, and Switzerl and $10, 344.

97. For the Ham Iton Shirley Anerasinghe Fellowship on the Law of the Sea, in
1996 the Governnents of the follow ng countries nade contributions: Cyprus
$1,080, Sri Lanka $1,000, and United Ki ngdom $25,000. 1In 1997, the follow ng
countries made contributions: Cyprus $990, and Sri Lanka $1, 000.

98. For the UNCI TRAL synposia, the Governments of the follow ng countries made
contributions in 1996: France $26,574.59, Philippines $500, and Switzerl and
$39,709.30. 1In 1997, the Government of Switzerland nmade a contribution of

$34, 060. 04.

99. No contributions were received during 1996-1997 for regional refresher
cour ses.

B. Biennium 1998-1999

100. Assuming that the recommendations in paragraph 79 above regarding the
provi sion of |egal publications are adopted, the cost of handling and shi pping
the United Nations | egal publications issued in 1998 and 1999 woul d be covered,
as in previous years, by the estimates under the sections of the proposed
programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999 relating to section 27 D, Support
services, Distribution Section and Mail operations (see A/52/303, chap. Il and
annex ).

101. Wth regard to the provision of fellowships within the International Law
Fel | owshi p Programre during the bienniumand possibly of travel grants for
participants in regional refresher courses during 1998 or 1999, an anount of
$334,900 is included in the proposed progranmre budget for the biennium

1998- 1999, * under section 6 (Legal activities, progressive devel opnent and
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codification of international |aw), assumng that the General Assenbly approves
t he gui del i nes and recommendati ons on t hose programes.

102. The Secretary-Ceneral would repeat his efforts, if the General Assenbly so
decides, in requesting voluntary contributions to the Progranme. |t is proposed
that, as in past years, the funds accruing fromsuch contributions have, as a
mai n goal, subject to considerations of a practical nature, the increase of the
nunber of fellowship grants to candi dates from devel opi ng countries in addition
to the mnimumthat woul d be authorized by the General Assenbly under the
appropriations fromthe regul ar budget.

V. MEETINGS OF THE ADVI SORY COW TTEE ON THE UNI TED NATI ONS
PROGRAMVE OF ASSI STANCE | N THE TEACH NG STUDY,
DI SSEM NATI ON AND W DER APPRECI ATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL LAW

A.  Menbership of the Advisory Conmittee

103. In accordance with paragraph 17 of General Assenbly resolution 50/43, the
menber ship of the Advisory Conmittee for the period 1 January 1996 to

31 Decenber 1999 is as follows: Canada, Col onbia, Cyprus, Czech Republic,

Et hi opi a, France, Germany, Ghana, Iran (lslam c Republic of), Italy, Jamaica,
Kenya, Lebanon, Mal aysia, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Portugal, Russian
Federati on, Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Wkraine, United Republic of Tanzani a,
United States and Uruguay.

B. Consideration of the report by the Advisory Committee
at its thirty-first and thirty-second sessions

104. In paragraph 16 of its resolution 50/43, the General Assenbly requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to report to the Assenbly at its fifty-second session on the
i npl enentati on of the Programme during 1996 and 1997.

105. As part of the preparation of the report requested under the above

resol ution, the Secretary-General prepared an interimreport covering the
activities carried out during 1996 by the various bodies that participated in
t he execution of the Programme, and a draft report covering the activities
carried out in 1997.

106. At the thirty-first session of the Advisory Comittee on 11 Decenber 1996
the representatives of the follow ng nmenbers of the Commttee were present:
Canada, Col onmbi a, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Ethiopia, Germany, Ghana, Iran
(Islamc Republic of), Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Mal aysia, Mexico,

Paki stan, Portugal, Russian Federation, Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukrai ne,
United States and Uruguay. The representative of the United Kingdom was granted
perm ssion by the Committee to participate as an observer. Representatives of
UNESCO and the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea al so attended.
At the thirty-second session of the Advisory Conmittee, held on 16 COctober 1997
the representatives of the follow ng nmenbers of the Commttee were present:
Canada, Col onmbi a, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Ethiopia, France, Ghana, Iran (Islamc
Republic of), Italy, Jammica, Kenya, Lebanon, Mal aysia, Mexico, Pakistan,
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Portugal , Russian Federation, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukraine, United Republic of
Tanzania, United States and Uruguay. Representatives of UNESCO and the Division
for Ccean Affairs and the Law of the Sea al so attended.

107. The thirty-first and the thirty-second sessions of the Advisory Comittee
were chaired by M. Eric CGdoi-Anmn (Ghana).

108. In the absence of the Legal Counsel of the United Nations, M. Roy S. Lee,
Director of the Codification Division of the Ofice of Legal Affairs,
represented the Secretary-General. M. Mhnoush H Arsanjani, Senior Lega
Oficer, Codification Division of the Ofice of Legal Affairs, acted as
Secretary of the Advisory Conmmittee.

109. The Advisory Conmmttee considered the Secretary-General's interimreport
for 1996 at its thirty-first session

110. As regards the Geneva International Law Sem nar, questions were raised
concerning the selection process and the nationalities of the beneficiaries of
the Seminar. The necessity of having interpretation services for the Sem nar
was enphasi zed, but at the sane time concern was expressed over the Seminar's
incurring any additional costs.

111. Concerning the section on the activities of the Ofice of Legal Affairs,
interest was expressed in the activities connected with the Internet. The view
was expressed that dissemination of information via the Internet was a cost-
effective way of allowing a |arger nunber of States to gain access to a variety
of legal material. |t was suggested that the information under the United

Nati ons honme page shoul d be enhanced, and that nore information on the Law of
the Sea sub-site and on the GLIN project should be provided, which has been
done.

112. Regarding the Ham |lton Shirley Amerasi nghe Menorial Fellowship, it was
suggest ed that other avenues, other than UNDP field offices and United Nations
information centres, be considered for the distribution of information on the
fell owship, such as through the Mnistries of Foreign Affairs. Questions were
rai sed over the selection process connected with the UNCI TRAL seninars and
briefing m ssions, answers to which are provided in the appropriate section of
the present report.

113. Several issues were raised concerning the International Law Fell owship
Programe, including questions on the criteria applied in the selection of

candi dates. It was suggested that since one of the criteria was equitable
representation of nmales and fenal es, these statistics should be indicated in the
report. In response to the question as to how the observers were selected, it
was pointed out that they must neet the sane qualifications as the other
participants, but they nmust pay their own costs. |n response to questions on
why only schene (c) of the Programme was used, it was explai ned that schenes
(a) and (b) would entail greater costs. It was suggested that the subjects of
intellectual property and peace-buil ding be considered as seminar topics in the
future.
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114. Support was expressed for an audiovisual library. Several suggestions were
made and have been incorporated into the text of the proposal contained in the
annex to the present report.

115. The Advisory Conm ttee considered the Secretary-General's draft report for
1997, section by section, and the discussions are sumarized bel ow. The
Comittee wel coned the style and the format of the report, which shorten the
report, elimnating material that was reproduced el sewhere

116. As regards the various fellowships under the Programe, sone nenbers of the
Committee felt that the report should nore clearly indicate the criteria for the
selection of the fellows as well as the conposition of the selection commttees.
The report has been accordingly amended. Concern was expressed that there were
no candi dates from some countries, or very few fromcertain regions, and that
priority should, therefore, be given to those candi dates. The Secretary of the
Committee explained that the fact that a country had not been represented in a
fell owship programme was duly taken note of by the selection conmttee. She
further stated that any non-representation mght be the result that very few
candi daci es neeting the requirenents of the fellowships were submtted from

| ess-represented areas.

117. The wi sh was al so expressed that the courses and seninars associated with
the fell owship programes could be carried out in other |anguages other than in
English and French, so as to pernmit w der participation

118. It was noted that no regional refresher courses had been organized in 1996
and 1997 because of lack of funding, and it was questioned whether such courses
were needed. The Secretary of the Commttee explained that the courses were
typically of a very short duration and were neant to function as a briefing on
current information on a particular topic, or topics, and that under the current
| ean financial circunstances they were not given priority.

119. There was a good deal of discussion on the financing of the various
programmes. |t was noted that, under the International Law Fell owship
Programme, because of financial constraints only schene (c) was enployed for the
instruction of the fellows, and that ways should be found to offer the other
schenes, which entailed nore training but were nore costly. Questions were

rai sed as to whether other sources of funding for these fellowship programes
and the regional refresher courses could be explored, such as fromprivate
institutions, and even fromindividuals. The Director stated that this idea was
bei ng di scussed with UNITAR, and it was up to the Commttee nenbers to support
such alternative funding schemes. |t was observed that any private funding
obt ai ned shoul d be devoid of interference in the inplenentation of the

pr ogr anmes.

120. Concerning the Ofice of Legal Affairs internship progranme, while it was
recalled that interns bore all their expenses while serving with the Ofice, the
guestion was raised as to the possibility of sone kind of sponsorship of interns
from devel opi ng countries. The Secretary of the Conmttee stated that the
United Nations O fice of Human Resources Managenent (OHRM) and the various
substantive departnments took geographical distribution into account, to the
extent possible, in making intern selections. The Director added that efforts

/...
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were being nmade to tap into the graduate student popul ati on of New York's nmjor
| aw school s, which were conprised of students fromaround the world, in another
attenpt to diversify the Organization's interns.

121. The information contained in the draft report in the section on the

el ectronic transm ssion of United Nations |egal publications via the Internet
was wel | received and was encouraged by the nenbership. The Director of the
Codi fication Division conmented that it was the intention of the Division to
post nore | egal data onto the Internet.

122. UNITAR s Correspondence Instruction Programme in |Internationa

Envi ronnmental Law was wel comed, and the suggestion was nmade that this type of

programe shoul d be nonitored and eval uated for its useful ness. The Secretary
of the Conmittee stated that this comment, as well as a request to expand the

wor kshop on trade disputes to include nore participants, would be passed on to
UNI TAR.

123. Interest was al so expressed over UNESCO s Chairs on human rights, denocracy
and peace. The representative from UNESCO expl ai ned that the Chairs were the
result of a decision taken in 1991, and there were currently 25 such Chairs.

She further explained that while UNESCO tried to have a regional bal ance anong
the Chairs, it only acted upon requests which had been eval uated, including as
to the availability of co-financing for the establishment of the Chair at a
particul ar university, as UNESCO only provi ded the seed noney.

124. As regards section Il of the draft report on the guidelines and
reconmendati ons regardi ng execution of the progranme in the biennium 1998-1999,
support was expressed for changing the International Law Fell owship Programe
sem nars frombilingual to nonolingual sessions to reduce costs. It was noted,
however, that such an arrangement woul d | essen the cross-cul tural exchange

bet ween the two | anguage groups. The Advisory Conmittee adopted the guidelines
and recommendations on future inplenentation of the Programe contained in
section I1I1I.

125. The proposal for the United Nations Audiovisual Library was approved by the
Committee nmenbers. |In response to several questions, the Secretary of the
Committee stated that planning for the library was at a very prelimnary stage,
that the list of topics of the library tapes in the report was only a working
list and it was intended to collect the tapes in as many United Nations officia
| anguages as possible. It was suggested that perhaps guidelines for library
users shoul d be created and submitted to the Committee nmenbership next year

126. Regarding section |V on the adm nistrative and financial inplications of
United Nations participation in the Progranme, there was strong protest by the
Commi ttee nenbers agai nst the reduction of the Programme's budget for the

1998- 1999 bi enni um (from $358, 200 to $334,900), which was felt to have been at a
m ni mum | evel before the decrease. The view was expressed, noreover, that there
had been no justification for the decrease. Suggestions were made that the
matter of the Programme budget should be taken up in the Fifth and Sixth
Committees, and that alternatives should be explored to increase voluntary
contributions. At the sane tinme, gratitude was expressed to those Governments
whi ch had made voluntary contributions to the Programe.
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Not es

! The Programme has been continued under rel evant resol utions annually
until 1971 and biennially thereafter: resolutions 2204 (XXl) of
16 Decenber 1966, 2313 (XXl 1) of 14 Decenber 1967, 2464 (XXl 11) of
29 Decenber 1968, 2550 (XXIV) of 12 Decenber 1969, 2698 (XXV) of
11 Decenber 1970, 2838 (XXVI) of 18 Decenber 1971, 3106 (XXVII1) of
12 Decenber 1973, 3502 (XXX) of 15 Decenber 1975, 32/146 of 16 Decenber 1977,
34/ 144 of 17 Decenber 1979, 36/108 of 10 Decenber 1981, 38/129 of
19 Decenber 1983, 40/66 of 11 Decenber 1985, 42/148 of 7 Decenber 1987, 44/28 of
4 Decenber 1989, 46/50 of 9 Decenber 1991, 48/29 of 9 Decenber 1993 and 50/ 43 of
11 Decenber 1995. Information concerning action taken under the Progranmme in
previous years is contained in the followi ng reports of the Secretary-General to
the General Assenbly: Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Twenty-first
Sessi on, Annexes, agenda item 86, docunent A/ 6492 and Add.1; ibid., Twenty-
second Sessi on, Annexes, agenda item 90, docunent A/ 6816; ibid., Twenty-third
Sessi on, Annexes, agenda item 89, docunent A/ 7305; ibid., Twenty-fourth Session,
Annexes, agenda item 91, docunent A/ 7740; ibid., Twenty-fifth Session, Annexes,
agenda item 90, document A/ 8130; ibid., Twenty-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda
item 91, document A/ 8505 and Corr.1 and 2; ibid., Twenty-eighth Session,
Annexes, agenda item 98, docunent A/ 9242 and Corr.1; ibid., Thirtieth Session,
Annexes, agenda item 117, document A/ 10332; ibid., Thirty-second Session,
Annexes, agenda item 114, document A/ 32/326; ibid., Thirty-fourth Session,
Annexes, agenda item 111, document A/ 34/693; ibid., Thirty-sixth Session,
Annexes, agenda item 113, document A/ 36/633; ibid., Thirty-eighth Session,
Annexes, agenda item 122, document A/ 38/546; ibid., Fortieth Session, Annexes,
agenda item 128, docunent A/ 40/893; ibid., Forty-second Session, Annexes, agenda
item 127, docunent A/ 42/718; ibid., Forty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda
item 138, docunment A/ 44/712; ibid., Forty-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda
item 124, docunent A/ 46/610; A/ 48/580; and A 50/ 726.

2 See Ceneral Assenbly resol ution 44/23, preanble and paras. 1 and 2 (d).
The programmes for the activities commenced during the first (1990-1992), second
(1993-1994), and third (1995-1996) terns of the decade are annexed to Ceneral
Assenbly resol utions 45/40 of 28 Novenber 1990, 47/32 of 25 Novenber 1992 and
49/ 50 of 9 Decemnber 1994, respectively.

The Codification Division services the Wrking Goup of the Sixth Corm ttee
on the Decade and has been involved in the preparation of the annual reports of
the Secretary-General on the subject.

3 Oficial Records of the General -Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent
No. 10 (A/51/10), para. 260.

Each year, the Director of the Sem nar designates the nenbers to serve on
the Selection Committee, i.e., four menbers, representing four different
regi ons, fromanong |legal officers within various departnments of the United
Nations O fice at Geneva. The chairmanship of the Selection Conmttee is
traditionally given ad honoremto an i ndependent personality fromthe acadenic
world, usually a professor of international |law of the Graduate Institute of
International Relations in Geneva.
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The Director of the Semi nar acts as the Secretary to the Sel ection
Commi ttee.

“ lbid., Fifty-second Session, Supplenment No. 10 (A/52/10), para. 248.

> 1lbid., Fifty-first Session, Supplenment No. 10 (A/51/10), paras. 262-264;
and ibid., Fifty-second Session, Supplenment No. 10 (A/52/10), paras. 250-251.

® Ibid., Fifty-second session, Supplenment No. 10 (A/52/10), para. 256.

" 1bid., para. 257.

8 Ibid., Fifty-first Session, Supplenent No. 10 (A/51/10), para. 270, and
ibid., Fifty-second Session, Supplenent No. 10 (A/52/10), para. 258.

® The Sel ection Committee consists of senior officials fromthe Ofice of
Legal Affairs and UNITAR and is chaired by the United Nations Legal Counsel.

0 Up to 1992, the operational costs of the Progranmme were shared between
the Ofice of Legal Affairs and UNITAR The fell owshi ps thensel ves (trave
expenses and per dien) were financed partly fromthe budgetary allocation for
t he Programme of Assistance and partly froma trust fund of voluntary
contributions earmarked for the Programme, whereas the expenses related to
organi zati onal staff and | ecturers were borne by UNNTAR In 1993, however, the
Ceneral Assenbly, in paragraph 5 of its resolution 47/227 of 8 April 1993,
deci ded that the funding of training programes held at the specific request of
States Menbers of the United Nations and nenbers of other United Nations system
organs and speci alized agenci es shoul d be arranged by the requesting parties.

On the basis of that paragraph, all aspects of the International Law Fel | owship
Programe, including expenses related to organi zati onal staff and | ecturers, had
to be financed by the Ofice of Legal Affairs. As a result, nost of the
budgetary allocation for the Programe of Assistance went to cover the costs of
the Fel |l owshi p Programe.

1 One candidate was unable to participate owing to hospitalization and the
other could not obtain her visa for the Netherlands. It was too late to repl ace
t hese candi dat es.

12 Under the programre on private international |aw, the follow ng courses
were offered:

(a) GCeneral course: A conparative critique of contenporary approaches and
practices (A T. von Mehren, Professor at Harvard University);

(b) Facultative choice of |aw. The procedural status of choice-of-|aw
rules (T. M de Boer, Professor at the University of Amsterdam;

(c) North Anerican Free Trade Agreenent (A. L. C. de Mestral, Professor at
MG Il University);

(d) Law applicable to independent bank guarantees (O El wan, Professor at
the University of Heidel berg);
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(e) Arbitrators and the international conventions (P. Fouchard, Professor
at the University of Paris I1);

(f) Movable property in private international |law (K Kreuzer, Professor
at the University of Wirzburg);

(g) A common inheritance? An exanmination of the private international |aw
tradition of the Commonwealth (D. MO ean, Professor at the University of
Sheffield);

(h) Ctizenship of the European Union, nationality and the status of
aliens (E. Perez Vera, Professor at the Universidad Nacional de Educaci 6n a
Di st anci a) .

3 1'n 1996, the following conducted the Hague special sem nars:
Ms. Laurence Boi sson de Chazournes, Legal Department, Wrld Bank, Washington,
D.C.; Ms. Véronique Brion, External Relations Oficer, International Tribunal
for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of
International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Fornmer
Yugosl avia since 1991; M. Philippe Couvreur, Secretary of the International
Court of Justice, The Hague; Ms. Yolande Diallo, Chief, Information,
Publ i cati ons and External Relations, Centre for Human Ri ghts, Ceneva;
M. St éphane Dounbé-Bille, Professor of Law, University of Linbges, France;
M. Duy, Hague Conference on Private International Law, M. Jeffrey Gertler,
Seni or Counsellor, Legal Affairs Division, Wrld Trade Organization, Geneva;
M. Hans Jonkman, Secretary-General, Permanent Court of Arbitration, The Hague;
H E. M. Abdul G Koronme, Judge at the International Court of Justice;
Ms. Véroni que LeBl anc, Refugee Law Training Oficer, Regional Ofice for the
Benel ux Countries and the European Institutions, Ofice of the United Nations
H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, Brussels; M. Nasser Ali Mnsourian, Legal
Adviser, Iran-United States dainms Tribunal, The Hague; Ms. Gabrielle Marceau,
Legal Affairs Oficer, Legal Affairs Division, Wrld Trade Organization, Geneva;
M. Theodor Meron, Charles L. Denison Professor of Law, School of Law, New York
University, New York; M. Allahyar Muri, Legal Oficer, Iran-United States
Clains Tribunal, The Hague; M. Pélichet, Lawyer, Hague Conference on Private
International Law;, M. Toni Pfanner, Director of the Legal D vision,
International Commttee of the Red Cross, Geneva; M. N co Schrijver, Senior
Lecturer in International Law, Institute of Social Studies, The Hague;
Ms. Bette Shifrman, First Secretary, Permanent Court of Arbitration, The Hague;
M. Tullio Treves, Professor of International Law, Institute of I|nternational
Law, University of Mlan, Italy; M. Arthur Wtteveen, Secretary of the
International Court of Justice, The Hague; and M. Abdul quawi A. Yusuf,
Director, Legal Services and Legal Adviser, United Nations Industrial
Devel opnent Organi zati on, Vienna.

14 Under the programre on private international |aw, the follow ng courses
were offered:

(a) GCeneral course: Stability and change in the nethod of conflicts of
laws at the end of the twentieth century (G Foyer, Professor at the University
of Paris I1);



A 52/ 524
Engl i sh
Page 30

(b) Conflicts of laws with respect to restrictions on conpetition
(J. Basedou, Professor at the Free University of Berlin);

(c¢) Regulatory federation: European Union and United States (G Bernann,
Prof essor at Col unbi a University);

(d) Legal Aspects of International Mnetary Obligations (M G ovanoli,
Prof essor at the University of Lausanne);

(e) Mandatory rules and international contracts (T. C. Hartley, Professor
at the London School of Econonics and Political Science);

(f) Modern trends in enforcement proceedings: conparative aspects of
recent codifications and case-law (K D. Keranmeus, Professor at the University
of Athens);

(g) The Rights of the child under international conventions and the
solutions adopted in Arab-Islam c countries (A Moulaf Rehid, Professor at the
University of Rabat);

(h) Questions of procedure in the courts of the European Union
(R Plender, Professor at the University of London).

1% I'n 1997 the followi ng conducted the Hague Speci al Sem nars:
M. Rafaa Ben Achour, Secretary General, International Acadeny of Constitutional
Law, and Professor, Faculty of Law, Social and Political Sciences, University of
Tunis; Ms. Laurence Boi sson de Chazournes, Legal Department, the Wrld Bank,
Washington; Ms. Val érie Brion, International Tribunal for the forner Yugoslavia,
The Hague; M. Philippe Couvreur, International Court of Justice, The Hague;
M. Emmanuel Decaux, Professor of Public Law and Director, National Law Centre,
University of Paris X-Nanterre; M. P. J. H Jonkman, Secretary-Ceneral,
Per manent Court of Arbitration, The Hague; M. Catherine Kessedjian, Professor,
Hague Conference on Private International Law, The Hague;
Ms. Véronique Latin Le Blanc, UNHCR, Regional Ofice for Anmerica, Buenos Aires;
M. Roy S. Lee, Director, Codification Division, United Nations Ofice of Legal
Affairs, New York, and Secretary of the International Law Conm ssion;
M. Nasser Ali Mnsurian, Legal Advisor, United States-Iran dains Tribunal,
The Hague; Ms. Gabrielle Marceau, Legal Affairs Division, Wrld Trade
Organi zation, CGeneva; M. Allahyar Muri, United States-lran Cains Tribunal,
The Hague; M. Toni Pfanner, Director of the Legal Division, International
Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva; M. Nico Schrijver, Senior Lecturer in
International Law, Institute of Social Studies, The Hague; Ms. Marina Spinedi,
Prof essor of Law, University of Florence; M. Quy Stessens, Lecturer, University
of Antwerp; M. Sonpong Sucharitkul, Associate Dean and Di stingui shed Professor
of International and Conparative Law, Colden Gate University, San Franci sco;
M. Attila Tanzi, Adjunct Professor of Diplomatic and Consul ar Law, University
of Florence, Italy and External Consultant to the Italian Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs; Ms. Christine Van Den Wngaert, Professor of Law, University of
Antwerp; M. J. H A Van Loon, Secretary General, Hague Conference on Private
International Law, The Hague; M. Siegfried Wessner, Professor of Law,
St. Thonmas University, Mam; and M. Arthur Wtteveen, International Court of
Justice, The Hague.
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6 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent

No. 10 (A 51/10).

7 The d obal Legal Information Network (G.IN) was established and is
mai ntai ned by the United States Law Library of Congress. At present, this
dat abase contains national |aws of nore than 35 countries, with additiona
countries being added on a continuing basis. It consists primrily of
searchabl e | egal abstracts in English of |aws and regul ati ons enacted since
1976, but the full texts of legislation in the original |anguages are now bei ng
added for sone States. GLIN nmay be accessed in the Dag Hammarskj 6l d Library.

8 For a discussion on how the fellowship becane integrated into the United
Nat i ons Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, D ssem nation and W der
Appreci ation of International Law, see A/ 36/633, paras. 55-57 and 84-86

The | ate Anmbassador Hamilton Shirley Anmerasinghe of Sri Lanka was Chairman
of the Ad Hoc Committee to Study the Peaceful Uses of the Seabed and Ccean Fl oor
from 1967 to 1970, and subsequently of the Standing Conmittee for the Peacefu
Uses of the Seabed and Ccean Fl oor beyond the Limts of National Jurisdiction,
from1970 to 1973. Thereafter, he was President of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, fromits inception in 1973 until his death in
1980. The Ceneral Assenbly established a fellowship in his nenory to mark his
out standi ng contribution to the work of the Conference (see General Assenbly
resol utions 35/116 of 10 Decenmber 1980 and 36/108 of 10 Decenber 1981).

9 The Advisory Panel is conposed of eight eminent persons in internationa
relations and the | aw of the sea, nom nated by the Legal Counsel. It conprises
representatives of permanent nmissions to the United Nations, representatives of
educational institutions or organizations of an international character and
i ndividuals closely associated with the work of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea and with the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea and its inplenentation

20 The interest on the capital of the fellowship in 1995 was insufficient to
grant a fellowship. The grant by the United Kingdom made it possible to award a
fellowship for that year.

2 The recipient of the award was unable to use the award for severa
reasons and there was not enough tinme to sel ect another candi date.

22 O ficial Records of the General Assenbly, Thirty-sixth Session
Suppl ement No. 17 (A/36/17), para. 109

22 Detailed activities of UNCITRAL and its secretariat in training,
including the list of the sem nars and synposia for 1996 and 1997 are contai ned
in Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Supplenent
No. 17 A/51/17), paras. 248-254 and ibid., Fifty-second Session, Supplenent
No. 17 (A/52/17), paras. 264-271. The selection of the |location of semnars
requests from Governnments are eval uated by the Trade Law Branch on the basis of
such criteria as urgency, proposed programmre and geographi cal diversity.
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24 Such organi zations and institutions include: Arab Conmi ssion for
I nternational Law, Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee, European
Conmittee on Legal Cooperation, Inter-American Juridical Conmttee, Conm ssion
of the European Communities, the Hague Conference of Private International Law,
International Institute for the Unification of Private Law, Organization of
American States, the Hague Acadeny of International Law, European Comunity,
Latin Anerican Economi c System League of Arab States and Organization of
African Unity.

2 Consistent with the wishes of the Menber States, the Treaty Section has
provided on-line access to the Miultilateral Treaties deposited with the
Secretary-Ceneral since 1995 and to the United Nations Treaty Series since
June 1997. The Multilateral Treaties deposited with the Secretary-Genera
provides information on the status of 486 major multilateral instruments
deposited with the Secretary-General (as of 1 July 1997). The status of these
i nstruments evol ves constantly as Menber States sign, ratify, accede, make
decl arations, reservations, objections, etc. Since June 1997, about 30, 000
treaties and subsequent actions published in over 1,450 United Nations Treaty
Series volumes have al so been nade avail able on-line. Access is being provided
to the collection in inage format, through a user-friendly search mechani sm
allowing user's multiple search options (by nane of participants, subject
matter, title, date, etc.). New volunes of the Treaty Series are added to the
Internet version as soon as they are published and scanned. The League of
Nations Treaty Series with its index along with the Cunul ative Index to the
United Nations Treaty Series will also be nade avail able through the Internet in
1997. Access is free of charge pending the inplenentation of a user fee by the
Sal es Section. Both publications can be found on the same Internet site.
(Address: www. un.org/Depts/Treaty). They will also continue to be published in
hard copy.

2% 1t will be conpleted by February 1998

2" The awards relate to the following: (a) Case concerning the |ocation of
boundary markers in Taba between Egypt and Israel; (b) Case concerning the
delimtation of maritinme boundary between Quinea-Bi ssau and Senegal ; and
(c) Case concerning the difference between New Zeal and and France concerning the
interpretation or application of tw agreenents, concluded on 9 July 1986
between the two States, relating to the problens arising fromthe Rai nbow
Warrior affair.

28 United Nations publication, Sales No. E 96.V.7 (English only).

2® The deci si on concerni ng the UNESCO Chairs Programe was taken at the
twenty-si xth session of the General Conference in 1991. The Progranme is
designed to devel op university networking and |inking arrangenents anong
institutions of higher education at the inter-regional, regional and subregi ona
levels. It focused on pronoting graduate studies, research and education in
various fields. To date about 350 Chairs in the natural and social sciences,
communi cations and information, education and culture, etc. have been
est abl i shed.
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Twenty-five Chairs have been established in the fields of human rights,
denocracy, peace and tolerance. Their main aimis to pronote respect for human
rights, denocracy and peace by neans of education and research. These UNESCO
Chairs play an active role in upgradi ng the know edge of basic val ues of human
rights, denocracy and peace at the university level and at the sane tinme serve
as focal points for pronoting education for peace, tolerance and internationa
understandi ng at all educational |evels. They all deal with the issues of
international |aw through research and education projects |inked with
i nternational human rights law and international humanitarian |law. The Chairs
have been established in all regions: 11 in Europe (Belarus, Bulgaria, Ceorgia,
Greece, Pol and, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Spain), 7 in Africa (Al geria,
Beni n, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mrocco, Nam bia, South Africa), 4 in Latin America
and the Caribbean (Argentina, Brazil, Colonbia, Mxico), and 3 in Asia (Jordan,
Pal estinian Authority and Republic of Korea). UNESCO cooperates closely with
the Chairs, contributes to their activities and encourages cooperation between
them The chairholders are regularly invited to annual neetings of directors of
human rights institutions (organized annually at UNESCO headquarters in Paris).
A special neeting of UNESCO chairholders will be organized in 1998 in order to
strengt hen cooperation between themand to increase their contribution to the
activities commenorating the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human R ghts.

%0 For the report of the fifty-first session, see docunment A/ 51/278,
chapter 11.D, and of the fifty-second session, see docunment A/52/363, chap. IV.

3L Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session., Suppl enent
No. 6 (A/50/6/Rev.1), vol. I.

%2 |bid., Fifty-second Session, Supplenent No. 6 (A/52/6/Rev.1), vol. |
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Annex
UNI TED NATI ONS AUDI OVl SUAL LI BRARY | N | NTERNATI ONAL LAW
A.  The underlying concern and purpose
1. The idea for the establishnment of an audi ovisual library grew out of the

foll owi ng concerns:

(a) Onng to financial constraints under which the Organization i s now
operating and the reduction in voluntary contributions, the various training
courses and sem nars of the Programmre of Assistance have been substantially
reduced, while demands for participation in the Programe have increased,

(b) There is a need to consider other kinds of services that may be
offered to | aw school s in devel oping States, such as assistance in setting up
t eachi ng programres and providing professors to teach at those | aw schools, with
their salaries being paid by the Progranme;

(c) The Secretary-Ceneral is expected to initiate new activities for the
Pr ogr amme;

(d) Wth the advancenent of technology and its potential applications in
teaching and training, the possibilities of providing international |aw
materi al s, courses and seminars on various subjects of international |aw through
audi ovi sual tapes should be explored. The advantage of such tapes is that they
can be distributed widely to many countries at the same tinme and repeatedly.

I ndeed, certain institutions working in the field nmay have in their possession
tapes of proceedi ngs of conferences, semnars or lectures. A collection of such

exi sting tapes woul d be useful. Depending on the nature of the tapes, they
coul d be used for teaching purposes at the universities, or used by mnistries
of foreign affairs and justice for training purposes. An audiovisual library

could prove to be an asset to the Programme and an effective instrunment for
t eachi ng, di ssem nation and w der appreciation of international |aw

B. Collection of audiovisual tapes

2. The library will collect audiovisual tapes or materials of a simlar nature
(e.g. CD-ROM on subjects of international |aw that are nmade avail abl e or
donated to it. These will include: (a) sem nars, conferences or colloquiuns on

tapes produced by institutions or individuals on subjects of international |aw,
docunentaries on the work of relevant institutions (e.g. the United Nations, the
International Court of Justice, the United Nations Conpensation Conm ssion, the
Yugosl avia and Rwanda Tribunals, etc.) should al so be collected; (b) tapes and
CD- ROM cont ai ni ng materi al designed specifically for teaching courses in

i nternational |aw
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3. The following steps will be taken

(a) Selecting and conpiling, fromthe collection of the Audiovisua
Section of the Ofice of Communications and Public Information, a |list of tapes
on subjects that may be relevant to the teaching of international |aw

(b) Contacting institutions involved in international |aw and wel | -known
experts in the field of international law to see whether they have in their
possessi on tapes useful to the library and whether they could donate themto the
library;

(c) Exploring the availability of facilities and funds for taping experts
invited to lecture on canera for the library. A trust fund to receive voluntary
contributions may be established for this purpose.

4. On the basis of (a) and (b) above, a catalogue will be prepared according
to subject matter, with a brief indication of the contents of the tapes. This
catal ogue will then be distributed to potential users and will be revised on a
regul ar basi s.

5. Wth respect to (c), the assistance of the United Nations Ofice of

Comuni cations and Public Information will be sought for taping selected

| ectures at the United Nations facilities. In cooperation with institutions and
universities, lectures and courses by invited experts and professors nay al so be
vi deot aped specifically for the library.

6. The results of the above efforts will be reported to the Advisory
Conmi tt ee.

C. Subject matter of the tapes

7. The materials collected for the library could be arranged under the
fol |l ow ng headi ngs:

- Ceneral courses on international |aw,

- United Nations law or the | aw of international organizations;
- Law of the sea;

- Settl ement of disputes;

- International arbitration

- Di spute settlenment procedure of the Wrld Trade Organization
- International humanitarian | aw

- Ref ugee | aw,

- Envi ronnent al | aw,
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- Qut er space | aw,

- Air | aw

- Maritime | aw,

- Hurmman rights | aw,

- Law of treaties;

- Di pl omati c and consul ar | aw,

- International trade |aw

- International crimnal |aw,

- International |law relating to devel opnent;

- Preventive dipl onacy, peacekeepi ng and peacenaki ng;

- Copyright | aw;

- Juri sprudence;

- I nternational taxation, etc.

- Conpensati on and danages;

- Rel ati onshi p between international |aw and national |aw
8. The above is a provisional and a working |ist.

D. Method of distribution

9. The audi ovi sual tapes collected will be held in the audiovisual library to

be | ocated, for the present, in the Codification Division. States and their
educational institutions would be able to borrow themor to make a copy of them
to use for their own teaching purposes. Appropriate arrangenments wll be made
regardi ng the question of copyright (see sect. F bel ow).

10. The audiovisual library will maintain a certain nunber of copies of each
tape, dependi ng upon the cost of reproduction of tapes and the budget of the
[ibrary.

11. The library will be open to all States and their educational institutions.
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E. Budget of the audiovisual library

12. There is at present no budget for the library. The Codification Division
wi Il undertake the inplenentation within its existing resources. The needs of
t he audi ovisual library may be included in the annual circular note of the
Secretary- General requesting financial assistance for different conponents of
the Programme as one of the itenms for which States, their institutions or
private individuals may wi sh to make voluntary contributions in nmonetary terns
or in kind (tapes, equipnent, etc.).

13. The Codification Division will make every effort to enlist the cooperation
of institutions, universities and | eading professors and scholars to encourage
themto donate such audi ovisual tapes to the United Nations at no cost to the
Organi zati on.

F. Copyright

14. The copyright of audi ovisual tapes should either be assigned to the United
Nati ons, or the United Nations should be given the right, by those who hold the
copyright of the tapes, to use the tapes for purposes of the library as defined
and in the manner chosen by the United Nations and to hold the United Nations
harm ess for such uses. Once a donor is identified, the question of copyright
shoul d be di scussed in nore detail depending upon the conditions that a donor
may wish to attach to the tape

15. Wen copyrighted materials are used in the preparati on of audiovisua

tapes, the consent of the copyright holders of those materials should be
obt ai ned by the donors of the tapes for the purposes referred to in paragraph 14
above.

G Plan of action

16. The followi ng steps will be taken

(a) A provisional working list of institutions and individuals active in
the field of international law will be prepared. This is a working list, and
other names will be added to it as the project evolves. The Secretariat wll
add ot her nanes that may be brought to its attention

(b) Aletter by the Legal Counsel should be sent to the institutions and
individuals identified in the |list announcing the project and inviting themto
donate or nmake available to the library tapes in their possession which could be
useful for the library;

(c) Invited experts and professors nmay be taped at the United Nations or
other institutions, wherever possible;

(d) Contacts should be nade with institutions sponsoring ad hoc
conferences or sem nars which might be videotaped for the library;
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(e) Letters addressed to experts in devel oped States and naj or
universities should also inquire if the institutions affiliated with the
| ecturers would be in a position to videotape the lectures for the library;

(f) Letters which do not fall under (e) above woul d inquire whether the
invitees would be interested in having their |ectures taped for the library.
They woul d be requested to contact the Codification Division and to see how t hat
coul d best be done;

(g) An initial neeting was hel d between the O fice of Conmunications and
Public Information and the Division on the question of taping. The Ofice was
positive and prom sed cooperation to the extent its resources would permt. It
was agreed to maintain contact between the Ofice and the Division. Further
concrete arrangenments are to be made by the Division

(h) The tapes could be stored in the Codification Division. The D vision
could also function as the depositary and the distributer of the tapes. |If the
library proved to be a major operation, then the Division should consider other
alternatives.



