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AGENDA ITEM 131

Solemn observance of the twentieth anniversary of the
first Conference of Heads of State or Government of
Non-Aligned Countries .

I. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): I call
first on the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. The SECRETARY-GENERAL: The General Assem
biy is commemorating an event of historic importance to
day. The non-aligned movement, which assumed concrete
shape 20 years ago, has been one of the great forces di
recting the world's political evolution in our age. This
meeting is a recognition of the continuing relevance of
that movement' and of its close and co-operative relation
ship with the United Nations.

3. Over the years, I have had the privilege of addressing
summit conferences of non-aligned countries held at Al
giers, Colombo and Havana in September 1973, August
1976 and September 1979, respectively, and also the
commemorative meeting at New Delhi last February. To
my mind, it has been a striking feature of all these con
ferences that the dominant concerns which they have re
flected are also, by and large, those of the United Na
tions. This convergence of aims arises not only from the
fact that the non-aligned countries constitute a majority of
the membership of the Organization; I believe that it also
stems from the unchanging com~itment of those coun
tries to the strengthening of the Organization as the piv
otal element for maintaining international peace with jus
tice.

4. The deep and powerful urge which gave birth to the
non-aligned movement was that of asserting the indepen
dence and freedom of choice of the majority of nations.
Along with this, however, there was also the impelling
realization that it is not only the major Powers which can
exercise decisive influence in the shaping of international
relations. The founders of the movement showed convin
cingly that the medium and small Powers also coulrl, by
joining together, take initiatives for positive international
action. The subsequent course of world affairs has amply
confirmed this perception.

5. Decolonization, which has been the outstanding
achievement of the international community in our time,
provides the classic example of the capacity of the United
Nations to bring about peaceful change. Evidently, this
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accomplishment would not have been possible without the
vigorous backing of the non-aligned countries. Thanks to
it, we have a world Organization today vastly more repre
sentative, in both its membership and its concerns, than
what existed 20 years ago.

6. Another important contribution of the non-aligned
movement has been in the closely related field of promot
ing development through greater equity in internat~onal

economic relations. It is with the support-indeed, on the
initiative-of non-aligned countries that this issue has
been brought to the forefront of the world's agenda. The
United Nations has been able to play a major role in mo
bilizing world public opinion in favour of establishing a
just international economic order. There exists a wide
spread consciousness today that the lack of balance in
economic relations between industrial and developing
States is a source of chronic instability which hampers the
progress of all.

7. In addition to its part in relation to these goals of far
reaching historic importance, the non-aligned movement
has been very helpful in promoting greater dialogue and
interchange between States across regions, continents and
ideological frontiers.

8. I believe that on this occasion we are entitled to take
stock of the significant progress that has. been made dur
ing the past 20 years. At the same time, however, we
have to recognize the manifold perils in the present world
situation. I need hardly narrate here the list of our unre
solved problems-some of them of the utmost gravity.
Explosive conflicts persist in many regions of the world.
We witness a world plagued by violence and terrokism.
There is a da.'1gerousdrift to\vardsmutual suspicion aaftril
discord. The process of detente has suffered severe set
backs, and the cause of disarmament is in jeopardy. The
world's monetary and economic relations are under in
creasing strain. The dialogue on economic and develop
ment i~sues has yet to bear fruit in global negotiations.

9. When the non-aligned movement was first launched,
there was a polarization of the world into two hostile
camps. The founders of the movement rightly perceived
that this division entailed incalculable dangers fol'" peace
and stability. In advocating non-alignment, however, they
also sought a positive approach by the greatest Powers to
their mutual relationships. Such an approach is desper
ately necessary for averting the fearsome possibilities of
the arms race going out of control and engulfing the
world in dangers which it cannot survive.

10. The picture we see at present is admittedly bleak. In
confronting it, however, I believe that our reaction should
consist of a fresh resolve to make use of the means we
have developed over the years for dealing with our prob
lems through dialogue and preventive diplomacy. We have
no reason for despair, but we do have ample reason to
pose the question to ourselves whether we are making the
most constructive use of the instrument we have forged in
the United Nations for overcoming the inevitable stresses
and strains of international affairs.
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11. No political organization can remain effective if it
loses its dynamism or if its engagement in the great is
sues of our time exerts only a marginal influence. To
maintain the effectiveness of the United Nations, as well
as the positive role of the non-aligned movement, it is of
the utmost importance that Member States resolve to take
full advantage of the Organization for achieving solutions
of complex and intractable problems. This demands a
steadfast application of political will, as well as strict ad
herence to the principles of the Charter. Furthermore, it
requires a renewed effort to overcome the enormous dis
parity between the affluent nat!ons and the hundreds of
millions in Asia, Africa and Latin America who suffer
from poverty, hunger and lack of hope.

12. Those are the real, ultimate tests of the efficacy of
our endeavour. We owe a deep debt of gratitude to the
founders of the non-aligned movement, who helped to in
tensify an awareness of the urgency of these goals. The
names of Nehru, Nasser, Tito, Nkrumah and Sukarno are
fresh in our minds. We pay their memory our heartfelt
tribute and voice the trust and confidence that the move
ment will remain determined in its pursuit of the aims
they placed before us all. They sought an invigorated
world organization which can indeed save humanity from
the scourge of war, provide real hope for the weak and
the under-privileged and effectively promote the common
interests of peoples around the globe. The present occa
sion should make us rededicate ourselves to this higher
aim.

13. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arahic): I
now call on the representative of Yugoslavia, Mr. I1ija
Topaloski. .

14. Mr. TOPALOSKI (Yugoslavia) (interpretation from
French): This meeting of the General Assembly is de
voted to an event which took place 20 years ago and
marked a turning-point in the histlJry of our times. Dis
tinguished statesmen from Africa, Asia, Latin America
and Europe founded the non-aligned movement at that
time, thus fulfilling the aspirations of their peoples and
creating the necessary conditions for the advent of a new
era in internationai reiations. The observance of this anni
versary in the United Nations represents an act of recogni
tion for all the countries of the world which adopted as
the foundation of their foreign policy the principles stem
ming from non-alignment. This is a confirmation and an
act of recognition which demonstrate not only our satis
faction but also our awareness of the increase of our com
mon responsibility in the face of the extremely complex
tasks of our movement.

15. I feel it a particular honour to have the opportunity
to stress the great importance which the Government of
the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia attaches to
the decision of the General Assembly to observe the
twentieth anniversary of the Conference of Heads of State
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
Belgrade. At the same time, I should like to say how
honoured and pleased I am to have this opportunity to
speak on behalf of the Yugoslav delegation, that is, on
behalf of the country which served as host of the First
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries, as well as on behalf of the European
countries which follow this policy.

lo. Attentive historians of political events have noted
quite rightly. incidentally-that we must follow the diffi
cult and arduous path of the birth of the great ideas of
non-alignment up to their adoption by a large number of

countries. These ideas were born in the tortured years fol
lowing the Second World 'N~r, when mankind was once
again confronted with dange:t-this time that of a nuclear
conflict between the two blocs. It was at that time that the
leaders of countries which had won their independence
and freedom by wars of national liberation and by their
own revolutions against the former sodo-economic rela
tions, and the leaders of countries which emerged on the
world scene following the destruction of the colonial sys
tem, had to face up to a particularly difficult situation-I
would even say an historical dilemma: to accept the divi
sion of the world into blocs and thus sacrifice the ideals
for which they had fought, or to mobilize all their avail
able forces in order to create a movement which would
seek solutions of the basic problems of our time on a new
basis, that is, outside the structures of existing blocs. The
Bandung Conference I was the first expression of the read
iness of countries to embrace this second option, to reject
the idea of a world divided into blocs. It was in those
circumstances that the first consultations between Presi
dents Tito, Nehru and Nasser were held; they aroused
great interest and won the support of other Heads of State
of countries not belonging to any bloc. After careful prep
arations which involved a wide-ranging and an in-depth
exchange of views, the first conference of non-aligned
countries took place at Belgrade. It brought together 25
countries, as well as representatives of liberation move
ments and progressive parties from various parts of the
world.

17. I should like to recall that our movement includes at
present some 100 countries, representing approximately
two thirds of the membership of the United Nations.
However. the impressive record of the movement so far is
to be expressed not solely in an increase in numbers but
also in the results it has achieved as an irreplaceable, in
dependent and non-bloc factor in the development of in
ternational relations, as a force which is making a vast
contribution to solving the conflicts in the world today
and also to the struggle for safeguarding peace and the
democratization of political and economic international re
lations.

18. The policy of non-alignment is a sound foundation
for the freedom and independence not only of the coun
tries which are members of the movement but also of all
developing countries; it is a powerful factor in the strug
gle against imperialism. against trends towards the divi
sion of the world, against hegemony and against all other
forms of foreign domination. The policy of non-alignment
is a faithful and sure ally of the liberation movements in
their struggle against slavery. against the last remnants of
colonialism, against racism, apartheid and exploitation.

19. The non-aligned countries vigorously reject military
intervention, threats to the sovereignty and territorial in
tegrity of countries, interference in internal affairs, any
attempt to deny the right of every country to enjoy its
own development. and methods of pressure and destabil
ization. Essentially, the policy of non-alignment is aimed
at consistent implementation of the principles and objec-

, tives of the United Nations; it is directed against any ten
dency to diminish the role of the United Nations. The
position of non-aligned countries is very clearly expressed
in their firm view that the United Nations should be an
irreplaceable instrument for peace and international co-op-
eration. .

20. On the occasion of the observance of the twentieth
anniversary of the First Conference of Heads of State
or GovernJTlent of Non-Aligned Countries. the President
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"The results of the work we have done so far are
truly substantial. During the past two decades we have
affirmed the lasting value of the authentic principles
and goals of non-alignment. We have fought resolutely
for peace, security and freedom in the world. We have
made a substantial contribution to the development and
the success of the anti-colonial revolution. We have
codified the principles of active and peaceful coexis
tence, and we have worked hard to ensure that they
have been put into effect. We have opposed the policy
of force and foreign interference in all their forms and
manifestations. We have embarked on long-term actions
to establish the new international economic order. We
have contributed to the universality of the United Na
tions and the enhancement of its role and importance.
We have done some remarkable work to bring forward
the problem of disarmament. We have engaged in an
energetic struggle for decolonization in the fields of
technology, information and culture in general. The
policy of non-alignment bas thus objectively confirmed
the fact that it is the most progressive force in the
world today. It is de£~"oying the basis of the unjust in
ternational relations of our time and is helping to create
the conditions for bringing about a world of justice,
equality and universal progress. In a word, the period
that has elapsed since the Belgrade Conference makes
it possible for us to assert that if it had not been for the
policy of non-alignment the world would have been en
tirely different."

26. At the First Conference, held at Belgrade, an appeal
was made to the Presidents of the United States of Amer
ica and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to embark
on negotiations which would guarantee a peaceful solu
tion to contentious issues, Twenty years after that event
we cannot fail to note once again, with regret, that we are
confronted with even greater and more serious dangers
than at that time. Those who are versed in international
politics, and many statesmen froin different countries, be
lieve that the present disturbances in international rela
tions are vastly more dangerous to world peace than any
similar situation in the post-war period. A fear based on
the possibility of a new world conflict, a fear sustained
by the magnitude of the arms race. is creeping more and
more into the awareness of man, thus creating a climate
which continues to poison international relations.

27. My country is firmly convinced that this session of
the General Assembly will have a positive effect in many
ways if the words uttered here are viewed as an appeal for
peace and negotiations addressed to all, and primarily to
those who. on account of their material, military or other
potential, should be playing a special role in that process,
because it is the major countries that bear the responsibil
ity for the resumption of constructive efforts to bring

nily. Perhaps these words are a little too emotional, but I
should like to assure the Assembly that they do express
the profound aspirations and the unanimous feelings of all
Yugoslavs.

24. The Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Govern
ment of Non-Aligned Countries took place 18 years after
the Belgrade meeting. We can say that that meeting re
affirmed the fundamental principles of non-alignment and
provided answers to a number of pending questions.

25. President Tito, addressing the representatives of the
non-aligned countries meeting in Havana, who paid him
on that occasion an exceptional tribute for his inspiring
activities as one of the founders of the movement, said:

of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Sergej
Krajger, stressed in particular that:

"The importance, the magnitude and the vitality of
the Belgrade Conference are constantly being con
firmed. What is undoubtedly most important is the fact
that its participants, clearly observing the historical in
evitability of the deep national, social, political and
economic emancipation of the peoples of the world,
made it abundantly clear, in this difficult period of the
cold war, that the division of the world into military
and political blocs and the confrontation between the
great Powers over their spheres of influence and politi
cal interests were a threat to the peace and freedom of
peoples. They declared that they were convinced of the
neces~ity to oppose this division with a policy of pe"ce
and active coexistence of peoples and States, indepen
dent of differences in social systems, thus awakening
mankind to' the hope for a possible course of develop
ment different rrom that which would be burdened by
rivalries between blocs and Powers."

At the end of his statement, President Sergej Krajger said:

"We are profoundly convinced. as we have so often
stressed in the past, that the times in which we live.
through the laws of social and economic development.
open ever-broader fields for the carrying out ot the pol
icy of non-alignment, for the ideals and objectives un
derlying it. If we want to avoid a cataclysm, the world
sooner or later will have to take the path of peace, co
operation and development of every kind for the benefit
of all peoples and all men."

21. Because of the solemn nature of this meeting of the
General Assembly I cannot, unfortunately, dwell more
broadly on concrete aspects of the policy of non-align
ment. Nevertheless, I feel that it is worth recalling that
our movement was from the very outset exposed to exter
nal pressures and violent propaganda campaigns, the pur
pose of which was to diminish its role and make its po
tentialavailable to bloc interests. In fact, all the pressure
exerted on the nov-aligned countries, as well as the
gloomy prognostications about the future of the move
ment, only reflected the more or less veiled desires and
aspirations of their protagonists.

22. It is true that the movement has encountered certain
difficulties in its development, and we have never tried to
deny this. We have witnessed erroneous interpretations of
the original principles of non-alignment as well as serious
conflicts and even wars among non-aligned countries.
That is why it is vitally necessary and more and more
urgent to secure the effective commitment of all member
countries in order to transcend our present difficulties and
to strengthen the unity of action of our movement. The
non-aligned countries have always been able to find the
necessary strength to solve their own problems, and there
is no doubt that they will do the same in the !uture.

23. I should like to stress the fact that we in
Yugoslavia, guided by the great legacy of President Tito,
are firmly convinced that our policy of non-alignment is
organically linked to our freedom and independence and
to the development of our socialist self-managing society.
Today, when we are celebrating this anniversary, we recall
with pride that the inaugural conference of the non
aligned movement was held in the capital of Yugoslavia.
a city often destroyed by invasions and by war but which
has always re-e!TIerged as a symbol, in that part of Eu
rope, of the profound desire_for freedom and human dig-
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about a just and lasting solution of the important interna
tional problems-of course with the participation on an
equal footing of the whole international community.

28. Today, as was the case 20 years ago, the voice of
the non-aligned countries must be understood as the voice
of reason and hope. The times in which we live require
that reason and tolerance have absolute priority over the
particular interests of any single bloc or any great Power.
We must be aware of the fact that peace is the only alter
native for today's generations and for those yet to come.
The policy of non-alignment, based on these principles,
has stood the test of history. The anniversary we are cele
brating today unequivocally confirms that profound truth
and does so very clearly.

29. The PRESIDENT (interpretatioll from l\rabid: I
thank the representative of Yugoslavia, the country that
welcomed the First Conference of Heads of State or Gov
ernment of Non-Aligned Countries.

30. I now call on Mr. Roa Kourf, the representative of
Cuba, the country that is the current Chairman of the
non-aligned movement.

31. Mr. ROA KOURI (Cuba) (interpretation from Span
ish): It is sufficient to glance at the composition of the
Assembly to obtain a graphic idea of the changes it has
undergone, in most cases as a result of the struggle of
peoples against colonialism and for independence in the
past two decades. From that same struggle for indepen
dence there emerged the non-aligned movement, uniting
in a single group peoples which also for the most part
were emerging into the international arena to reaffirm
their recently acquired independence and to promote their
development.

32. Instinctively our peoples recognized the need to
unite in order to make, on their own, a forceful entry in
an appropriate mode on to the complex international
scene of the contemporary world. This search for a united
identity, based on values which we shared as a result of
our similar past experiences-anti-imperialism, anti-colo
nialism, anti-neo-colonialism and anti-racism-along with
the cold war and dangerous international tensions,
prompted the Heads of State of 25 countries of Africa,
Asia, Europe and Latin America to decide to meet at
Belgrade 20 years ago to form the non-aligned move
ment.

33. The First Conference of Heads of State or Govern
ment of Non-Aligned Countries created, at that historic
moment, new possibilities for mutual understanding and
co-operation in a politically pluralistic world. From those
States that draw their inspiration from the Koran or from
Christian traditions in establishing their policies to those
of us who profess the Marxist-Leninist ideology, we all
established links, drew up a common agenda and decided
to embark on the path of international co-operation in
order to pave the way to peace in a world beset by con
flicts. Ever since, that example and the political successes ,
achieved by the movement, as well as its growing interna
tional prestige and influence, have not ceased to attract
new members. Thus our ranks have been increased from
the 25 founding countries to the present 96, that is to say,
two thirds of the membership of the Organization.

34. At a time when all kinds of pressures were being
exerted against those countries to join the countless re
gional pacts which, created in the shadow of the Nmth
Atlantic Tre~ty Organization [NATO], sought to drag them

into the East-West confrontation, the First Conference
clearly indicated that the solution did not lie in joining
any of the existing military pacts or in creating a new
bloc of countries outside those groupings, but rather in
creating a broad movement capable of contributing to the
strengthening of international trust and peace. Unam
biguously our founders further declared "that peace and
stability in the world depend to 'a considerable extent on
the relations between the great Powers". Thus the non
aligned demonstrated their decision to come together in
order to carry out independent action in favour of peace
and, at the same time, to create an instrument which
would make viable the negotiations between the great
Powers and the search for mutually acceptable solutions
beneficial to that so much discussed peace.

35. Today, after a short but hopeful period in which
there appeared to have begun a relaxation of tensions
which could and should hav~ been deepened and extended
until it encompassed all the regions of the world, dark
clouds gather again on the horizon, the language of force
and threat prevails, and some are strengthened in the false
belief that a solution can be found for the problems fac
ing us in keeping with their interests through the creation
of new and more lethal systems of weapons.

36. We are witnessing today what appear to be prepara
tions for a new war, not only from the standpoint of the
increase in the arsenals of war material or weapons but
also from the psychological standpoint. New and irre
sponsible pseudo-philosophies and doctrines on the "pos
sibility of waging and winning" a "limited nuclear war"
are acquiring aspects of respectability in the most ag
gressive imperialist circles. In addition to the unbridled
arms race, with the production of new weapons of mass
destruction, such as the neutron bomb, there is a trend to
destroy the boundary between nuclear and conventional
war with the secret intention of making more acceptable
and even possible the use of nuclear weapons against peo
ples of the third world. In addition to the obsession to
stop any significant dialogue and to negotiate ""from posi
tions of strength", there is the intention of declaring en
tire regions "vital areas" for the national security of a
great Power and, while uttering threats of intervention and
military blockades, to persist in the outworn policy of
spheres of influence. All of that must lead to a confronta
tion which could in turn -lead to a holocaust.

37. The irresponsible policy of increasing deliveries of
weapons and military presence in conflict areas can only
lead to an aggravation of such conflicts and an escalaticn
of international tension. The irresponsibility is even
greater when weapons, together with nuclear technology
and extensive financial support, are sent in large amounts
to racist and aggressive regimes. Those acts are the con
sequence of a warlike policy and a philosophy of military
supremacy, of an interventionist policy, of a refusal to
seek peaceful solutions to conflicts, of provocation against
sovereign countries and of threats against various coun
tries of the third world.

38. In the centre of our movement's concerns and action
is solidarity with the peoples of Namibia and Palestine in
their struggle to achieve self-determination and indepen
dence I and with the black people of South Africa who
seek to establish a just and democratic society and to do
away with the opprobrious apartheid system; and soli
darity for the abandonment of the use of force in interna
tional relations, for the setting up of a reign of friendship
and co-operation amongst all peoples, and for the
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strengthening of the United Nations and the full obser
vance of the high principles and purposes of the Charter.

39. The Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Govern
ment of Non-Aligned Countries, at Havana in September
1979, reiterated those principles and objectives of the
movement and gave new impetus to the independent ac
tion of our countries in international affairs and to the
influence of the movement in the international commu
nity.

40. No one, however great his power, can shape history
as he wishes or, even less, take it back to stages that have
become truly obsolete. Today's problems have well-known
economic roots, and it is in the interest of the whole in
ternational community, including the Western developed
Powers~ to find solutions to them through a new interna
tional economic order. "The clashing of weapons, the
threatening language and the overbearing behaviour in the
international arepa must cease." Those were the words
spoken from this rostrum at the thirty-fourth session [31st
meeting, para. 146] by the Chairman of the non-aligned
movement, Commander Fidel Castro. Neutron bombs,
missiles or sophisticated bombers can never put an end to
ignorance, poverty, hunger, ill health, malnutrition and
the lack of education of millions of human beings in the
third world, but neither can they stop their struggle for a
better future.

41 . Twenty years after the first summit conference of
the non-aligned movement we address an appeal to rea
son, in favour of dialogue and international co-operation.
We hereby ratify the conviction expressed by President
Fidel Castro that:

"We shall save peace if its enemies know that we are
ready to die for it rather than submit to blackmail and
fear.

"Adventurers, maniacs and madmen cannot decide
the fate of mankind.

"We nurture the hope that the world will survive,
that clear-thinking men, just criteria, well pondered, in
telligent and brave decisions will prevail so that all na
tions and peoples, present and future generations, may
live in peace with security and justice.

"Mankind must survive, and if we are determined to
achieve that aim, if we are always conscious of it and
behave with courage, it will survive."

42. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): I
now call on the representative of Angola, Mr. Elisio de
Figueiredo, who will speak on behalf of the group of Af
rican States.

43. Mr. de FIGUEIREDO (Angola): It was in 1955 that
a number of African and Asian leaders, the majority of
them heads of State or Government of newly independent
countries, met at Bandung and in the political and histor
ical realities following the Second World War artjculated
the third world's aspirations to political independence,
economic justice and decolonization. It was 20 years ago
that leaders from Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe
met and gave form to the non-aligned movement, a move
ment without a charter but with firmly articulated princi
ples whose message was clear: we the peoples of the third
world must forge a third path to independence, well-being
and survival, and we must not belong to any multilateral
military pact which firmly anchors us in one bloc or an
other. Slowly a number of other concepts emerged, all of
them contributing to the growth and strength of the move
ment. Newly·.independent countries joined the movement,

and the increasing cohesion allowed the non-aligned
group to consult and formulate a common strategy in
many areas. Later, with the emergence of the Group of 77
developing countries, though the membership was parallel
but not identical, the non-aligned group became the cata
lyst for action by the Group of 77 in economic affairs.
The creation of the Co-ordinating Bureau gave the move
ment more form and a forum in between ministerial and
summit meetings.

44. Today the non-aligned movement is as vital and
alive as ever. Its strength lies in its diversity and variety
of political, economic and social institutions and different
geographical areas. Its members come from Africa, Asia,
Latin America and Europe. Its political systems range
from hereditary rule to socialist practice. Yet its basic
commitment to decolonization in every sphere-political,
economic, social-remains the cement that holds all the
members together. No one denies the differences and di
visions, all a reflection of the different types of systems
encompassed by the movement and an indication of the
dynamic of growth and interaction that exists within the
movement.

45. The number of United Nations resolutions and inter
national declarations that have been issued on matters of
concern to the non-aligned movement-southern Africa,
Namibia, Palestine, the Middle East, the new interna
tional economic order, the decolonization of informa
tion-aIl bear testimony to the strength and unity of the
movement, to its viability as the best possible third world
spokesman on third world affairs. And most of all, the
concept of non-alignment and the existence of the non
aligned movement have given small and medium-sized
countries in the third world the opportunity to remain
neutral but committed, on the basis of friendship with
one, two or all the big Powers, without being drawn into
tensions in which they are not directly involved. And the
non-aligned voice can make itself heard all over the
globe, when one or two voices would have been inaudi
ble.

46. As far as Africa is concerned, all the member States
of the Organization of African Unity are members of the
non-aligned movement. Our non-aligned brothers and
comrades on other continents have given us ample sup
port on issues that deeply affect Africa: Namibia, So"th
Africa's" apartheid structure and racism and its mil. ry
adventurism, as well as the liberation struggles of Africa.
Therefore, in my capacity as chairman of the group of
African States for this month, I should like to convey our
feelings of solidarity and our appreciation of all that the
non-aligned movement has done for Africa, and of what
it means to Africa, to the current Chairman of the non
aligned movement, Cuba, and to' the Co-ordinating Bu
reau of Non-Aligned Countries. The non-aligned move
ment has thrust itself into the forefront of the fight against
racism, colonialism and imperialism. It has called for the
establishment of the new international economic order,
which will result in the decolonization of the international
economic system and its transformation into a more just,
equitable, viable and humane system. We truly believe
that if the concept and practice of non-alignment had not
existed, the smaller countries of the third world would
have found the~selves emerging from one type of colo
nialism into another. The scramble for our continents
would not have ceased and gunboat diplomacy would
have continued as the norm rather than the exception.

47. Those who feel threatened by the effectiveness of
our movement attack it on feeble grounds. But the more
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severe these attacks and attempts at destabilizing the
movement, the clearer it is how strong a force it is and is
perceived to be in world affairs, a far cry from the days
when it was either ignored or made fun of by racists.
colonialists and imperialists.

48. Africa lauds the non-aligned movement's initiative
in every field of human endeavour. even those that affect
the non-aligned group itself, whether it be a war among
its members, the status of women or a question of fish
eries. In every area, the members of the group strengthen
each other's efforts and attempts to contribute to the well
being of the majority of mankind.

49. On behalf of the group of African States, I should
like to welcome Belize as a new member of the move
ment and Ecuador as a full member. Their addition adds
to our strength and, we hope, will add to theirs. The need
for" the non-aligned movement will be there as long as
there are wars, divisions or any sort of injustice in the
world. It is only when the world turns into a Utopia that
there will no longer be any need for our grouping, and
that daY is surely a long, long way off.

50. The struggle continues. Victory is certain.

51. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): The
next speaker is the representative of Nepal, Mr. Uddhav
Deo Bhatt, who will speak on behalf of the group of
Asian States.

52. Mr. BHATT (Nepal): It is a great honour for me to
address this solemn meeting on behalf of the group of
Asian States in my' capacity as chairman of that regional
group for the current month.

53. The non-aligned movement was launched 20 years
ago at Belgrade with the objective of promoting a climate
of peace and international co-operation. The voluntarily
accepted code of keeping away from military alliances
and bloc politics gave an historic dimension to the philoso
phy of. non-alignment. That great event at Belgrade 20
years ago, in which my country, Nepal, was one of the
25 participants, symbolized the aspirations of the found
ing members to live in peace, free from fear or threat or
pressure from any quarter. That First Conference of Heads
of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries was
also an embodiment of the aspiration of the participating
countries to develop themselves on the basis of interna
tional amity and peaceful coexistence.

54. The movement of non-aligned countries emerged in
the midst of the breakdown of the old colonial system. Its
basic principles, therefore, naturally embraced the princi
ple of equal rights of nations and the principle of the in
herent right to self-determination of peoples. The move
ment has been an essential factor in and a powerful
impetus to the process of decolonization that has led to
the achievement of freedom and independence by many
countries and peoples. It is indeed a tribute to the dynam- ,
ism and basic strength of the movement that the majority
of the newly independent States in Asia, Africa and Latin
America have opted for the philosophy of non-alignment
in their international relations.

55. The events of the past two decades have demon
strated beyond any doubt the validity of the principles of
non-alignment. The policy of non-alignment, by acting as'
an independent global factor, represents an important step
in mankind's searcq for freely established peaceful and
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equitable relations among nations, irrespective of their
size, geographic location. power or social system.

56. The principles of peaceful coexistence, which have
been firmly espoused by the non-aligned movement, are
the principles that are of abiding and fundamental impor
tance to all mankind. Adherence to these fundamental
principles, or violation of them, defines the difference be
twe~m peace and conflict, freedom and lack of it. These
principles, if scrupulously upheld, are the best guarantee
of sovereign equality and the democratic rights of each
nation.

57. The non-aligned movement has come to represent
an irreversible trend in the world of today. Its philosophy
has had a distinct bearing on the universal efforts towards
disarmament. It has led the efforts within the United Na
tions for the establishment of the new international eco
nomic order. It is in the vanguard of the struggle against
colonialism, racism, apartheid and all forms of foreign
domination. It is actively engaged in the promotion of
economic co-operation among nations with a view to
achieving collective self-reliance.

58. At this solemn observance of the twentieth anniver
sary of the First Conference of Heads of State or Govern
ment of Non-Aligned Countries, I wish on behalf of the
Asian States to pay a tribute to the memory of those great
leaders of the movement who are no longer with us-a
tribute to their vision and farsightedness and to their total
commitment to the cause of humanity. I also express our
hope that non-alignment will continue to act as an effec
tive force in the harmonization of conflicting interests on
the international scene. The world never needed non
alignment, in the spirit in which its founders conceived it,
more than it does now.

59. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): I
now call upon the representative of Hungary, Mr RH
Racz, who will speak on behalf of the group of Eastern
European States.

60. Mr. RAcz (Hungary): It is a" great honour and priv
ilege for me to speak in my capacity as chairman of the
group of Eastern European States at this solemn meeting
of the General Assembly, which' is being held in obser
vance of the twentieth anniversary of the First Conference
of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun
tries.

61. The First Conference of Heads of State or Govern
ment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade in Sep
tember 1961, was an event of historic importance in the
development of international politics after the Second
World War. The establishment of the movement of non
aligned countries, institutionalizing the concept of non
alignment, marked the birth of a force that l}as been play
ing an ever increasing role in the political arena of the
world for the past 20 years. Taking into consideration the
real interests and genuine aspirations of the. peoples they
represented, the founding fathers of this movement enun
ciated the principles of peaceful coexistence, friendly rela
tions and co-operation as the movement's guidelines, thus
reaffirming the spirit of the Charter of the United Na
tions.

62. Since then the movement has gained both in the
number of its members and, accordingly, in strength. Its
present membership, which embraces all the regions of
the world, represents virtually two thirds of the United
Nations. The positions these countries adopt by consensus
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and represent in regard to the most important topical in
ternational issues constitute an important contribution to
the solving of the problems facing mankind.

63. In spite of all the manoeuvres aimed at dividing the
movement and diverting it from its original course, the
non-aligned countries have maintained their position in
favour of preserving world peace, furthering and deepen
ing the process of detente, enhancing the cause of na
tional liberation and supporting the countries that have
gained their national independence, and have embarked
upon the liquidation of the remnants of their colonial past
and the elimination of the neo-colonialist pressure im
posed on them in order to achieve the just and democratic
transformation of the present world economic order. They
have likewise maintained their position in opposition to
the arms race and to all kinds of racial discrimination.
This has been amply manifested in regard to a series of
world political issues in the documents formulated and
approved by the conferences of non-aligned countries,
most recently at -the Conference of Heads of State or Gov
ernment of Non-Aligned Countries held at Havana in
1979, at the Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of Non-Aligned Countries, Which took place at New D(~l

hi in 1981, and at the Meeting of Ministers for Foreign
Affairs and Heads of Delegation of the Non-Aligned
Countries to the th irty-sixth session of the General As
sembly held at United Nations Headquarters in New York
on 25 and 28 September. The general spirit of those docu
ments has met the expectations of progressive mankind.

64. In the two decades that have elapsed since the first
summit meeting of the non-aligned countries, these na
tions have contributed significantly to the strengthening of
the role of the United Nations. The policy of 1,lon-align
ment and the movement of non-aligned countri~s have in
the course of this period played a positive part in the
development of international relations on the basis of
peaceful co-operation among nations. in the pr?motion and
strengthening of international peace and secunty, disarma
ment and decolonization and in the endeavours to solve a
series of burning problems of our times. The peace-loving
forces of the world have established understanding and
active solidarity with the members of the non-aligned
movement, and the maintenance of that co'-operation in a
constructive spirit will serve to benefit the' whole of man
kind.

65. Our socialist countries in Eastern Europe have from
the very beginning considf red the movement of non
aligned countries to be a positive factor of great potential
in international politics. We have always whole-heartedly
supported the progressive anti-coloniahst. anti-imperialist
stand taken by that group of nations.

66. We hope that in preserving their unity the members
of the non-aligned movement will fully recognize the dan
gers caused by the intensified aggressive endeavours of
imperialism and that, faithful to their best traditions, they
will properly respond to these attempts, which 'threaten
\\'orl4 peace, international security' and detente. We are
confident that the non-aligned countries will. as .they have
from the very outset of their activ~ties, contribute further
to the success of the international struggle for social pro
gress and to solving the burning, problems facing man
kind. It is the firm determination of our countries to con
tinue to support those noble gOflls of the movement of
non-aligned countries.

67. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): I
call upon the rep[esentative of Spain, Mr. Jaime de Pinies,

who wfll speak on behalf of the glOUp of Western Euro
pean and other States.

68. Mr. de PINIES (Spain) (interpretation from Span
ish): It is my privilege to address this meeting for the
solemn observance of the twentieth anniversary of the
First Conference of Heads of State or Government of
Non-Aligned Countries on behalf of the group of Western
European and other States.

69. The non-aligned movement is undoubtedly an
important element in international relations. The growing
n~Jmber of countries which have joined it since it first
started with 25 members is a clear indication of the rele
vance of the movement in the world today.

70. I speak today on behalf of a regional group only
one of whose members belongs to the non-aligned move
ment, a group not all of whose components necessarily
share the purposes and objectives of non-alignment. We
believe and sincerely trust, however, that that important
group of countries will exert its unquestioned influence
on world events in such a manner as to make it possible
for an improvement to occur in the prevailing climate in
international relations.

71. It is within the context of these sentiments that the
group of Western European and other States is honoured
to associate itself with this solemn observance.

,
72. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): I
call on Sir Egerton Richardson, representative of Jamaica,
who will speak on behalf of the group of Latin American
States.

73. Sir Egerton RICHARDSGN (Jamaica): On behalf of
the 13 countries which are full members of the group of
Latin American States, I take this opportunity to address
this historic meeting of the General Assembly to com
memorate the twentieth anniversary'of the 1961 Belgrade
Conference. Of the 11 countries which participate in the
non-aligned movement in the capacity of observers, 10 are
Latin American. countries, and someone else will speak
this afternoon in the name of the observer delegations.

74. Approximately 18 years ago, when a Jamaican dele
gation first participated in a summit meeting of the non
aligned. countries, Gamal Abdel Nasser, the President of
Egypt, was our host; Pandit Nehru, the Prime Minister of
India, had just left the scene; and Marshal Tito, Kwame
Nkrumah and Sukamo were then leaders of the move~

ment. It was their responsibility to explain the spirit of
Bandung, to explain to the rest of the world the vital ne
cessity for the non-aligned movement, the reasons which
had prompted them to bring it into being and the dif
ferences between mere neutrality and non-alignment.

75. I remember that in those days there was uncertainty
in many parts of the world as to whether non-alignment
was not in itself slightly immoral, or at least not q!Jite
respectable. It 'Nas widely believed that men, like nations,
had a responsibility to stand up and be counted, and those
who found it difficult to understand the urgency of the
situation at the time were inclined to see it as a retreat
from responsibility, as unwillingness to take a stand when
it was essential· that stands be taken.

76. A little less than one mcnth ago, on 23 September
1981, two Latin American countries became full-fledged
members of the non-aligned movement on the same day.
Those States were Ecuador and Belize. Belize was also
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admitted to the United Nations, on 25 September. Ecuador
had had observer status in the movement ever since its
earliest years, and· only last month it acquired full mem
bership.

77. In the years between 1964 and 1981 an increasing
number of Latin American States have joined and are ac
tively participating in the movement of non-aligned coun
tries. The recent admission of Belize and Ecuador to full
membership is symbolic of both the faith and the hope
that is placed in the noble ideals and principles of our
movement by ever-increasing numbers of the peoples of
our region. It is also testimony to the growing relevance
of the policy of non-alignment. It demonstrates that Latin
America as a region is now more than ever prepared to
respond more meaningfully to the manifold challenges of
inte.rnational activity. with the requisite maturity and re
sponsibility.

78. During the years since the movement began, it has
weathered many challenges both from within and from
outside. It has learnt to reject the view that anyone
super-Power might be our permanent natural ally. It has
learnt to resist the purists from within who would exclude
from membership every nation that has entered into a bi
lateral treaty of support with a greater Power. But it has
also had other triumphs. The Latin American countries
have managed to bring into being perhaps the most suc
cessful effort to create a nuclear-free zone of peace, the
zone created by the Treaty of Tlatelolco.2 This was done
by first excluding the great Powers until the Treaty had
been established and then demanding that they respect its
provisions once those provisions were in existence. We
recommend that.other attempts to create zones of peace in
other parts of the world might take an example from the
Treaty of Tlatelolco and the manner of its coming into
being.

79. The Latin American countries members of the non
aligned movement are gravely concerned-that the situation
which prompted the founders of the movement to bring
the movement into being is once more re-emerging. Once
more it is possible to see the great Powers inexorably
moving towards a nuclear holocaust; once more it is pos
sible to see the grave danger they pose not only to them
selves but to the rest of mankind; once more it is our duty
to ,call attention to. the fact that we have no desire to be
drawn. by' the one or the other into opposing blocs, into
defensive or offensive alliances, and that therefore they
have an obligation to themselves, as well as to us, to
pause, to think again and to take a step back from disas
ter.

80. We feel equally threatened by great Powers that
make horrendous statements concerning their defensive
and offensive plans before they have made the plans. We
feel equally threatened by other great Powers that con
tinually speak about their desire for peace and their desire
for de~ente while piling up their nuclear armaments.

(XXIX) of 22 November 1974, I call on the Permanent
Observer of the Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO]
to the United Nations, who will speak on behalf of the
national liberation movements of the non-aligned move
ment.

83. Mr. TERZI (Palestine Liberation Organization): The
date 1 September 1961 is an historic one. History was
made. Great men, men made great by the support and
love of their respective peoples, became even greater by
their joint and collective contributions to achieving peace
through the stronger forces at the disposal of mankind for
eliminating war as an instrument of policy in international
relations. Those men affirmed their belief and knowledge
that constructive and positive achievements conducive to
peace can be secured and guaranteed by relying on the
will of the people to prevent war. The vast majority of
people were becoming increasingly conscious of the fact
that war between peoples constitutes not only an anachro
nism but also a crime against humanity.

84. In their first communique those great men under
scored the great successes achieved in the struggle of
many peoples for national independence and equality.
They also noted that imperialism was weakening and that
colonial empires and other forms of foreign oppression of
peoples in Asia, Africa and Latin America were gradually
disappearing from the stage of history. This is definitely a
result of the struggle of peoples for liberation and national
independence.

85. A basic principle was adopted in the first declara
tion: that the non-aligned countries should provide encour
agement and support to all peoples fighting for their inde
pendence and equality. Those great men solemnly
reaffirmed their support of the Declaration on the Grant
ing of Independence t9 Colonial Countries and Peoples
[resolution 1514 (XV)].

86. A noble cause was endorsed, and that was the deter
mination of·the great founding fathers of the movement to
combat racism and their resolve to Gondemn the policy of
apartheid in South Africa. From the very first moment
th~~ movement made its policies clear: it demanded the
immediate termination of all colonial occupation and the
restoration of territorial integrity to the rightful people in
countries in which it had been violated in Asia, in Africa
aod in Latin America. Anct, to be specific, the question
cf Palestine was-as it still is-a main concern of the
movement.

~B7 . Heroes in the cause of peace and national liberation
such as-and I shall name a few-Josip Broz Tito,
Gamal Abdel Nasser, Sukarno and Nehru took the initia
tive of inviting Archbishop Makarios, King Hassan II of
Morocco, Habib Bourguiba and many others. Twenty-five
countries were represented then, and the number now is

. almost IOO. This growing number is encouraging and
should be viewed as being of great significance.

81. In the third decade of the life of the movement, on
which we are now about to embark, we consider that the
members of the non-aligned movement have an obligation
to themselves as well as to the rest of the world to ensure
that nuclear disarmament is pursued by the great Powers,
that nuclear self-denial is pursued by the lesser Powers
and that members of the movement itself settle their dis
putes among themselves always by peaceful means.

88. In 1961 the founding fathers declared their support
for the full restoration of all the rights of the Arab people
of Palestine in conformity with the Charter and resolu
tions of the United Nations. Only a few days ago the
movement reaffirmed that the question of Palestine is at
the core of the problem of the Middle East and called
upon all States to assist and facilitate actions and move
ments by the Palestinian people, under the leadership of
the PLO, to pursue its struggle to achieve and attain its

82. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): In inalienable rights. The movement-keeping great vigil--

I
accordance ,with General Assembly resolution 3237' was carefully noting that some attempts were being made

, ~'==~.. ::':=::.:':=.=.:='=::::=:':=::'::='..~""=::"::'~"-' ...........•... _- - ...- ...•. . .•.



• •• .,L~jS J

34th meet!ng-12 October 1981 70S

to negate those rights and undermine the legitimate strug
gle. But, faithful to its principles and policies, the move
ment acted immediately and condemned all such at
tempts.

89. My people are grateful and thankful for this une
quivocal support. The ~Iillfvport of the movement for the
national liberation struggle of the Palestinian people is
neither more nor less than its support for the struggle of
peoples in various parts of the world for national libera
tion and independence.

90. On this solemn occasion-the observance of the
twentieth anniversary of the movement-I am honoured
today to be addressing this Assembly on behalf of those
peoples struggling under the leadership of their respective
national liberation movements to attain national indepen
dence and equality.

91. Representatives of many national liberation move
ments were invited to the Second Conference of Heads of
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
Cairo in October 1964 and hosted by our beloved brother
the late GamaJ .<\bdel NasseI; We, the national liberation
movements, were lhvited to participate in drawing up the
Programme for Peace and International Co-operation and
to lay the foundation for concerted action for the libera
tion of still dependent countries and for the elimination of
colonialism, neo-colonialism and imperialism.

92. The Second Conference made it clear that the pro
cess of liberation is irresistible and irreversible and that
colonized peoples may legitimately resort to arms to se
cure the full exercise of their right to self-determination
and independence as long as the colonial Powers persist
in opposing their national aspirations. The movement sol
emnly undertook to support us, the national liberation
movements, by all means necessary, whether moral, polit
ical or material. That is :1 commitment we appreciate, a
commitment that has borne fruit. It is thanks to the sup
port that many peoples' have received from the movement
that we f1nd an increasing number of independent States
represented here today. Naturally. this support bore fruit
because it added to the determination of the peoples to
attain their national independence.

93. As I have mentioned earlier, the movement of the
non-aligned countries has dealt with specific issues. It has
reaffirmed the inalienable right of the Namibian people to
self-determination and independence,. under the leadership
of their representative, the South West Africa People's Or
ganization, and has also called for action against the rac
ist regime in South Africa.

94. The movement of the non-aligned countries goes
forward, gaining strength and moral support. Its policies
prove to be "a menace and a threat"-if I may be al
lowed to use that expression-to the designs of the en
emies of humanity and mankind and to the merchants of
death. Imperialism rushes to rescue its agents and the
continued and continuing illegal acquisition of our natural
resources.

95. The old subtle practice of all-out and full support
for racist regimes is no longer discreet and subtle; it is
being converted into aggressive strategic alliances: a rapid
deployment force has teen made available to participate
in-or, much more correctly, to initiate-action against
national-minded patriotic Governments and national liber
ation movements. Pax Americana is labelled "strategic
consensus". The Security Coun~i1 of the United Nations

has been rendered helpless and immobilized by the nega
tive vote-the veto-of the United States Administration
when the acts of aggression of the racist regimes in Pre
toria and Tel Aviv are to be condemned, and the applica
tion of the provisions of the Charter is undermined.

96. The movement has decided to dedicate its concrete
support to the cause of peace. But peace cannot be at
tained while the forces of evil, the racist regimes and the
capitalist exploiters, still refuse to respect and implement
the resolutions of the United Nation's, the will of the inter
national community.

97. Peace can be attained when the Namibian people is
free and independent in Namibia; when the South Af
ricans exercise their right to a free and democra~ic society
in their own homeland; when they enjoy and fmely exer
cise their rights as citizens with equal rights-the colour
of their skin notwithstanding. Peace can be attained when
the Palestinians return to their homes and live in peace
and the Palestinian people exercises its inalienable right to
self-determination in its own homeland-in Palestine.

98. The national liberation movements assure this As
sembly that our commitment to the policies of non-align
ment is as firm as our commitment to the principles of
the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights.

99. We vow to continue our struggle until we attain our
rights in support of 'those principles.

100. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): I
call on the representative of Mexico, Mr. Porfirio Mufioz
Ledo, who will speak on behalf of the observer delega
tions to the non-aligned mov~ment.

101. Mr. MUNOZ LEDO (Mexico) (interpretation from
Spanish): I should like to extend to you, Sir, my cordial
congratulations on your election as President of the Gen
eral Assembly and to wish you every success in your
work. Not only are your diplomatic qualities acknowl
edged by all, but your country, Iraq, embodies the aspira
tions of the third world and is an example of our peoples'
struggle for development.

102. May I also extend to the Republic of Cuba, and to
Mr. RautRoa Kouri, my fraternal gratitude for his leader
ship of the non-aligned movement and for his contribution
to the best causes of the Organization.

103. The Mexican delegation is honoured to have been
invited to deliver this message on the occasion of the ob
servance of the twentieth anniversary of the non-aligned
movement. It is a particular honour to do so on behalf of
those countries which have participated in its work as ob
servers.

104. The roots of non-alignment go back to the earliest .
struggles for national emancipation in the third world and
to the refusal of newly independent States to fall once
again under the domination of colonial Powers. Non
alignment is identified with the developing countries'
struggles for full economic sovereignty and with their de
cision not to become involved in the policy of blocs or in
the military alliances that those entail.

105. Mexico was an active partisan of the policy of non
alignment even before that movement came formally into
being. When our country was defending its territorial in
tegrity against attempts at neo-colonial domination, or
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when it decreed and exercised national sovereignty over
its natural resources-for which it was isolated and op
posed-it .was laying the foundations for the claims
which are now shared by tl1e non-aligned countries.

106. As President LOpez Portillo has said, quite rightly,
Mexico's international policy is nen-aligned and non
alienated. Thus. we have never accepted the establishment
of military bases on our territory, nor have we belonged
to any offensive or defensive alliances, nor do we accept
the division of the world into blocs. nor do we counte
nance any sort of world or regional hegemonism. On the
contrary, we have committed all our energies to the de
fence of peace, to the battle for decolonization and to the
achievement of a new international economic order.

107. From the First Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, at Belgrade, it
was clear to Mexico, as, indeed, to many other countries,
that we fully shared ~he goals of the non-aligned move
ment. From that time on we decided to take an active part
as observers at their meetings, and we saw with profound
satisfaction that the causes for which the movement was
fighting, as well as its tactics and strategy, were very sim
ilar, if not identical, to those of our own country in the
conduct of its foreign poHcy.

108. As was stated by the Secretary of State for Exter
nal Relations of Mexico, lorge Castaneda, at the Sixth
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries. held at Havana, we fully share the
goals and purposes of non-alignment "because it departs
from the concept of a world divided into spheres of influ
ence and because it entails the rejection of the subordina
tion of one State to another; because it involves the real
ization that a world in which abuse, disorder and violence
continue to characterize international relations must fi
nally disappear".

109. When an overall view is taken of -history, we shall
know· how powerfully non-alignment has contributed, as
its founders expected it would, to the preservation of
peace and the creation of contemporary international soci
ety. Born in the dangerous context of the cold war, w~e!l
the super-Powers seemed determined to redraw to theIr
own advantage the political map of the world, the firm
ness of distinguished statesmen and their peoples, which
refused' to be towed in the wake of hegemonism, gradu
ally brought about international detente and facilitated the
attainment of independence by many peoples in Asia, Af
rica and Latin America.

IW. The non-aligned movement from its beginning has
been an irreplaceable driving force in international poli
tics, both in East-West terms and in North-South terms.
But, while in the former context non-alignment presup
poses the creation of an authentic third position, free from
great-Power ambitions, in the latter context, it fully em
bodies one of the two poles: that of the countries of the
third world. Thus it has been in the vanguard of the
struggle for economic decolonization, for the defence of
the interests of developing countries and for the building

. of a more just economic order. ..
Ill. . The two axes of the policy of non-alignment are
consistent ideologically and strategically. In creating· a
viable alternative distinct from bloc confrontation and in
rejecting the importation of East-West confrontation into
the third world and the concomitant distortion of its strug
gles for independence and progress, non-alignment has
made its greatest contripution to' the principle of the self-'

deternlination of p~oples and has created conditions for
the autonomous development of countries in a climate of
peace and respect.

112. Furthermore, in committing itself to a continuation
of the North-South dialogue and in proposing the only
comprehensive and interrelated solutions capable of re
vitalizing the world economy, given the interrelationship
of the problems of our time, it is making a most valuable
contribution to political detente, because it is seeking via
ble solutions to the crisis, solutions which attack struc
tural problems and cannot conceive of peace as long as
neo-colonialism, exploitation and hopeless misery exist.

113. Non-alignment has become a huge movement and
has gained solid prestige recognized by all. It is perhaps
the most significant international political factor which
has emerged in the last few decades and represents the
most powerful multilateral front for the defence of the de
veloping countries. Its capacity for action and the reason
behind its proposals and goals allow us hope for the fu
t.ure.

I !4. Non-ahgnment today expresses the most profound
sentiments of the majority of States Members of the
United Nations, particularly with regard to the need to
make international society more democratic. to reduce
tension and to find genuine solutions to conflicts. To this
extent, non-alignment is the best guardian of the Charter
of the United Nations.

115. Tension between the super-Powers has always been
dangerous, but most recently, it has become alarming.
Hence, the most urgent task today is to find a more ra
tional balance of power making it possible to reduce the
arms race until we can realize the objective stemming
from the very essence of the United Nations: complete
and general disarmament. .

116. The arms race is the physical expression of the will
to dominate~ it is the most consummate. evidence that
mankind has not succeeded, in spite of distressing experi
ences, in finding a better way to maintain peace than by
the threat of war. As this has become historically impossi
ble, this kind of balance is an act of folly in our time.

II? . The arms race concentrates and freezes the best in
tellectual and material resou~rces accumulated over genera
tions and is tantamount in effect to a negation of the loft
iest human goals. The arms race is the primary obstacle
to the development of peoples, and its elimination must
be the primary objective of the non-aligned and all those
who share their ptinciples.

118. On this anniversary the delegation of Mexico
wishes to confirm its fraternal greetings of solidarity with
the States members of the non-aligned movement. We
wish to express our best wishes that they may maintain its
unity within the pluralism which enriches them, that they
may co-ordinate their actions ever more firmly with many
other countries whose ideas and goals are similar and that
'they may very soon make non-alignment the touchstone
.of a new peaceful, democratic and just world order.

119. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): I
call on the representative of Austria, Mr. Thomas Klestil.
who will speak on behalf of the countries invited as
guests to the meetings of the non-aligned movement.

120. Mr. KLESTIL (Austria): It is indeed most appro
priate that the General Assembly should devote its first
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substantive meeting to commemorating me twentieth anni
versary of the non-aligned movement, a movement which
was born in September 1961 from the convictions and
ideals of outstanding statesmen such as Tito, Nehru,
Nkrumah, Nasser, Sukarno and Makarios, in an attempt
to articulate and shape an' alternative for a better order in
world affairs and which now, 20 years later, includes al
most 100 States as its memb~rs. On behalf of the coun
tries invited as guests of the n0n-aligned movement, it is
my privilege to express a few thoughts on this occasion.

121. The founding of the non-aligned movement did not
only respond to the deeply felt need of the many newly
independent States to strengthen their independence and
to re-establish and fortify their mutual contacts and rela
tions, which had been broken or disrupted during the
colonial period. It went far beyond that. It aimed at a
fundamental change of the world order of the post-war
period and developed solidarity and new forms of rela
tions between all States.

122. To interpret the phenomenon of non-alignment only
as a foreign policy doctrine-a doctrine of a very special
kind which aims, through an'equal distance from the two
power blocs, at constructive relations with both of them
would, however, in our view touch upon only part of it
and not do justice to the moven.ent. We see it also as a
political philosophy which, by transcending the individual
aims and goals of the member States, creates an alterna
tive model for the traditional systems of State relations.

123. On the basis of this philosophy, the non-aligned
movement has sought to release international relations
from the spirit of competition prevailing between the great
Powers. In articulating the shared aspirations of the major
ity of nations, the non-aligned movement has shaped
world politics and given new impetus to the ideas and
spirit enshrined in the Charter of the United Na~ions.

124. The non-aligned movement has formulated a posi
tion on all aspects of international peace and security, on
the burning issues of disarmament and the threat of nu
clear war and on colonialism and foreign domination in
their various forms. It has given equal consideration to
the questions of economic and social development. In all
this, it has been guided by the conviction that the politi
cal and economic frailty of the single State can be over
come only through unity.

125. We share the strong beiief that an active policy for
peace is imperative for our survival and that a construc
tive world-wide policy of detente is the prerequisite for a
world order ~n which the interests of everyone are bal
anced and harmonized. Over the past year, for instance,
this constructive approach has gained new strength and
importance at the second review session of the Con
ference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, held at
Madrid.

126. Although today the internation1l community has
almost reached the end of the struggle against colonial
ism, other objectives of the non-aligned movement and,
indeed, of the United Nations are not yet ensured. We
stilI witness foreign occupation, military invasions and in
terference in the internal affairs of States, and the goal of
non-use of force in internationai relations has not been
achieved. Progress in the field of economic and social de
velopment has been very limited, and violations of human
rights still occur in all the regions of the world.

127. In addition to that, the international communily is
faced with a deterioration of international relations,
which, combined with a new escalation of the arms race,
results in a world-wide feeling of insecurity and in a po
litical climate marked by dis/,rust and pessimism.

128. In the political climate of today the non-aligned
movement has a particularly important role to play. It will
have to intensify and re-emphasize its internal strength
and coherence and bring the collective weight of its mem
ber States to bear in halting the arms race and reducing
global tensions. It will ~ave to concentrate more and more
on its role of mediator in regional conflicts to reduce the
possibilities of interference by the super-Powers, and it
will have consciously to renew and strengthen the com
mitment that the founders of the movement 20 years ago
undertook.

129. At ~his twentieth anniversary, speaking on behalf
of the countries invited as guests of the non-aligned
movement, we express our confidence that the movemenl
will continue the constructive and stabilizing role in
world affairs that it has assumed, and we renew our offer
of co-operation in reaching the goals and objectives that
we share.

130. The PRESIDENT: At the conclusion of this sol
emn observance by the General Assembly of the twentieth
anniversary of the First Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, it is both perti
nent and fitting for the President of the Assembly to em
phasize first of all the close parallel between the princi
ples and objectives of the non-aligned movement as
enunciated over the years and those of the United Na
tions, as well as the consistent support that the movement
has given to the United Nations and to the Assembly in
particular.

131. To demonstrate this, I should like to quote a few
excerpts from the declarations adopted at various con
ferences of heads of State or Government of non-aligned
countries. The first, adopted at the First Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
at Belgrade in.September 1961, stated the foIlowing:
"The non-aligned countries represented at this Conference
do not wish to form a new bloc and cannot constitute a
bloc."3 Indeed, as most representatives know, to this day
the non-aligned movement does not have a secretariat or a
single full-time employee.

132. At the Second Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Cairo in
October 1964, the following was stated:

..It is essential for the effective functioning of the
United Nations that all nations should observe its fun
damental principles of peaceful coexistence, co-opera
tion, renunciation of the threat or the use of force ...

--the Conference recognizes the paramount impor
tance of the United Nations and the necessity of ena
bling it to carry out the functions entrusted to it to
preserve international co-operation among States.

"The Conference recommends iO the Stales Members
of the United Nations to respect the resolutions of the
United Nations and to render all assistance necessary
for the Organization to fulfil its role in maintaining in
ternational peace and security...4



'.

1
I

f

l

139
neg
Its (
bro,
hav!
talit
poli
nial
in a
the
Ion!
see
alre;
fere
thin
non·
orig

t
r

13E
plis
We:
colt
cou
the
prol
tral;
mOl

I

t
1
I
(

(

140.
the:
intel
fies
orde
tion:
else'
servl
how
than
late i
mlsr
and.

r Jid
f I
!

,F

"Express their readiness to continue with their
effOrts to further the role and strength and effectiveness
of the United Nations in world affairs. They are con
vinced that the United Nations should be universally
supported as the principal democratic instrument of
equitable. and peaceful co-opera~ion among States and
call on all States to contribute to that end;

"Resolutely oppose the organized campaigns and
various forms of pressure and threa[s aimed at discredit
ing the whole system of the United Nations as well as
tendencies and attempts to bypass or limit the participa
tion of the United Nations in solving international prob
lems of concern to all countries;

"

"The Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries,

"

"The Conference . . . expressed the determination
of the non-aligned movement to employ [its] strength
for the promotion of the purposes and principles of the
Unit~d Nations Charter. More particularly the Con
ference urged the full application of the Charter provi
sions relating to the maintenance of international peace
and security and also the effective discharge of the
functions of the Security Council through the imple
mentation of its decisions."8

"The Conference recognized the importance of the
United Nations as an effective instrument for promoting
international peace and security, developing co-opera
tion and establishing equitable economic relations be
tween States, and promoting fundamental rights and
freedoms. The Conference therefore reaffirmed the ad
herence of the non-aligned countries to the purposes
and principles of the Charter.

"

activities, to render it inactive or to divert it to their
own private interests, contradict the universal nature of
the Organization and reduce its standing and pres
tige. "7

"Stressing the importance of the further strengthen
ing of the role of the General Assembly, they believe
that the General Assembly should become even more a·
forum for the determination of the basic principles and
methods of settling vital international problems,"9

137. Finally, at the Sixth Conference of Heads of State
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries. held at Havana
in September 1979:

"The Conference recognized the importance of the
United Nations as an effective instrument for promoting
international peace and security and for the solution of
all important international problems. It also stressed the
great importance of the United Nations in the imple
mentation of the principles and objectives of the polic'>
of non-alignment and action ,.programmes of the non
aligned countries, in achieving general and complete
disarmament; in developing co-operation and establish
ing equitable economic relations among Stat~s . '.' It
stressed the increased importance of the United Nations

136. At the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Gov
ernment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Colombo, in
August 1976, the following was stated in its political dec
laration:

At the Colombo conference a special resolution also was
adopted, the operative part of which reads, in part, as
follows:

111 LI .
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"5. ... The non-aligned countries have made the
most significant contribution to the various United Na
tions peace-keeping operationG so far.

"

"

"The participants stres~ed the need for strengthening
the United Nations and its specialized agencies so that
it can more effectively play its role to promote world
peace and security. In this respect, they noted with con
cern the increasing tendency to disregard UN resolu
tions, resulting in the failure to apply the provisions of
the Charter specifically designed to ensure compliance
with UN decisions and the application of enforcement
measures. The participants called for concerted action
by the non-aligned States in the United Nations and
specifically for the co-ordination of their activities at
the United Nations and other forums ... ".5

"The Conference recalls the Declaration on the
United Nations adopted by the Third Summit Con
ference of Non-Aligned Countries and reaffirms its de
votior. to the principles and purposes of the Charter. It
considers that the United Nations could be an effective
instrument among States for fostering international
peace and security, increasing co-operation and safe
guarding fundamental rights and freedoms.

h

"I. . The Heads of State or Government and the
leaders of d~legations participating in the Conference
rededicate themselves to the pUrPOses and principles of
the United Nations Charter. They reaffirm their deep
conviction that the United Nations provides the most
effective means to maintain and promote international
peace and security, strengthen freedom, and harmonize
relations between States.

"2. The United Nations has a vital role to play in
safeguarding the independence and sovereignty of the
non-aligned nations. It also provides the most suitable
forum for co-operative action by the non-aligned coun
tries and to facilitate the democratization of interna
tional relations.

"3. . .. The non-aligned heads of State or Gov
ernment are resolved to take such measures as will
make the United Nations more effective,

" . . . current operational conditions in the Organi
zation are not always in line with the new realities of
international life and do not fully permit it to perform
its mission of peace and development.

"Disregard for United Nations decisions and the ten.
dency of great.Powers to monopolize the Organization's

"8. . .. the non-aligned countries participating in
the Conference are determined to co-operate among
themselves. and with other countries. to strengthen the
functions of the United Nations for the purpose of
strengthening peace. consolidating independence. pro
moting development and bringing about greater co-op
eration on the basis of equality of all States."6

788

133. At the preparatory meeting of non-aligned coun
tries held at Oar es Salaam in April 1970 the following
was stated:

134. At the Third Conference of Heads of State or Gov
ernment held at Lusaka in September 1970. the following
statement was issued:

135. At the Fourth Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Algiers in
September i973, the following political declaration was
issued:
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* Quoted in Arabic by the speaker.

The meeting rose at 5.30 p.m.

141. The honour of hosting the seventh summit con
ference of the movement has fallen upon my country,
Iraq, a founding member of the movement. In that con
nect.ion I have received the following message from Presi
dent Saddam Hussein of the Republic of Iraq:

"Mr. President of the Genera] Assembly, it gives us
great pieasure to convey to you warmest congratulations
on the solemn observance of the twentieth anniversary
of the founding of the non-aligned movement, which is
considered the genuine spokesman of the peoples of the
third world who are striving for their freedom and inde
pendence.

"The non-aligned movement, which has lent consid
erable support to all peoples of the world towards their
liberation and the reinforcement of their national inde
pendence, has grown rapidly in numtoer and in
strength. It has played a role with increasing effective
ness in the political, economic and social fields, in
order to mobilize efforts which would enable our
world to have new international relations characterized
by justice, equality and equity. It is a role which con
tinues to increase in importance, 20 years after the
founding of the movement, now thatJt. i~ fu!ly commit
ted to strr.ggle against imperialism, neo-colonialism, ex
pansion based on aggression, the use of force,
apartheid and all fonns of foreign hegemony, domina
tion and exploitation. As a result of those circum
stances, Iraq has affirmed many times and on all occa
sions the importance of strict adherence to the
principles of the movement, of unswerving action to
spare the movement from the dangers that threaten it
and of preserving its genuine character and lofty princi
ples in order to realize the hopes of peoples for inde
pendence. Only in that way can we promote our soli
darity, unite our efforts and reinforce our movement
and the role it should play in the world in order to
confront all the designs and pressures that seek to link
the movement to one of the super-Powers in the interna
tional arena. We seek, through all possible means, to
develop the concept of non-alignment and to advance
the movement so as to demonstrate to the world that
the wovement is able to contribute to lessening interna
tional tension and to eliminating the spectre of a de
structive world- war. We are sure that the political, eco
nomic and "social objectives of the non-aligned
movement will enable·it to play an effective role in
achieving a world where justice, equality and equity
prevail. it gives me special pleasure that Iraq celebrates
with the non-aligned peoples and countries the twen
tieth anniversary of the founding of the movement, and
I wish to inform you that my country will spare no
effort to provide the necessary requirements, both tech
nical and material, to welcome the fraternal Heads of
State or Government to the seventh summit of the non
aligned movement, to be held next September in Iraq.
The people and Government of Iraq look forward to the
fraternal meeting of the leaders of the movement at
Baghdad. We all hope that the Baghdad summit will
achieve new victories for the peace-loving non-aligned
States and peoples. "*

139. The non-aligned movement was never a simple
negative reaction or a refusal to take sides in the cold war.
Its concept·and philosophy were from the beginning much
broader. The objectives of the movement are and always
have been nothing less than the transformation of the to
tality of international relations and the creation of a new
political and economic system in a world free from colo
nialism, racism, exploitation or domination of any kind or
in any form. The founders of the movement realized that
the road to those objectives was going to be hard and
long. Looking back over the past 20 years it is easy to
see how far the movement and the world community have
already travelled over that long road. The First Con
ference was attended by 25 countries: now almost two
thirds of the total membership of the United Nations are
non-aligned countries, almost twice the number of the
original members of the Organization.

in the efforts to achieve international economic devel
opment and establish equitable economic relations
among countries. It reaffirmed the non-aligned coun
tries' adherence to the principles and purposes of the
Charter of the United Nations.

138. Those who still measure non-alignment by the sim
plistic yardstick of equidistance between the East and the
West are echoing the philosophy of the dark days of the
cold war, when there was no role for the non-aligned
countries except as an appendage, or at best, a reaction to
the two blocs. Indeed, one can recall today statements by
prominent leaders of those days to the effect that neu
trality between the two camps, as they put it, was im
mora].

"The Conference reaffirmed the primary role of the
United Nations in the maintenance of international
peace and security, emphasized the need for constant
action on the part of non-aligned countries to make
efforts for increasing the role and effectiveness of the
United Nations and accordingly decided that the non
aligned countries should make every effort to ensure
that they act in a united, consistent and dynamic man
ner within the United Nations. "10

"
"The Conference noted with satisfaction the growing

strength and decisive role the non-aligned countries
were playing in the United Nations and reiterated the
non-aligned movement's decision to continue working
to promote and achieve the principles and purposes set
forth in the Charter. The Conference also urged that the
provisions of the Charter concerning the maintenance
of international peace and security should be fully im
plemented and that the functions of the General Assem
bly and the Security Council shou'!d be effectively dis
charged and their decisions implemented.

" .

]40. The non-aligned countries are in the forefront of
the search for a comprehensive, more equitable system of
international relations. The movement relentlessly identi
fies and elaborates the fundamental pillars of the new
order and places them high on the agenda of the interna
tional community, both here at the United Nations and
elsewhere, with all the urgency and importance they de
serve. No country, or other group of countries, no matter
how powerful, can play that essential role. Perhaps more
than anything else that simple fact indicates and signifies
lite inner strength of the movement, its strength, its dyna
mism and its relevance in contemporary international life
and, more importantly, for a better future.
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