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Wnen in devel opnent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 50/104 of 20 Decenber 1995 and all other rel evant
Assenbly resolutions on the integration of wonen in devel opment, and al so the
resol uti ons adopted by the Conm ssion on the Status of W nen on the integration
of women in devel opnent,

Reaffirm ng that gender equality is of fundanental inportance for achieving
sust ai ned econom ¢ growth and sust ai nabl e devel opnent,

Recogni zi ng the significant contribution that wonmen nake to economc
activities and the major force that they represent for change and devel opnent in
all sectors of the econony, especially in key areas, such as agriculture,

i ndustry and servi ces,

Awar e that the continued discrimnation agai nst wonen, their continued | ack
of equal access to education and training and credit facilities, and their |ack
of control over land, capital, technol ogy and ot her areas of production inpede
their full contribution to, and opportunity to benefit from devel opnment,

* On behalf of the States Menbers of the United Nations that are nenmbers of
the G oup of 77 and China.
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Recogni zi ng that discrimnation in education and training, hiring,
remuneration, pronotion and horizontal nobility practices continues to restrict
enpl oyment, econom c, professional and other kinds of nobility for wonen
striving to reach their potenti al

Reaffirm ng that investing in the devel opnent of wonen and girls has
multiplier effects on productivity, efficiency and sustai ned econom c growth

Recogni zing that the difficult socio-econonmc conditions that exist in nmany
devel opi ng countries, particularly in Africa and the | east devel oped countries,
have resulted in the rapid fem nization of poverty, especially in rural areas
and anmong fenal e- headed househol ds,

Reaffirm ng that wonmen are key contributors to the econonmy and to conbating
poverty through both renunerated and unrenunerated work at home, in the
community and in the workplace, and that the enpowernent of wonen is a critica
factor in the eradication of poverty,

Recogni zi ng the adverse inmpact of structural adjustnment programes on
worren, especially in terns of cutbacks in social services, education and health
and the renoval of subsidies for food and fuel

Awar e that, although globalization and liberalization processes have
created enpl oyment opportunities in sone countries, they have al so created risks
and increased the marginalization of devel oping countries, particularly with
regard to womnen,

Recogni zing that the informal sector is a major source of entrepreneurship
and enmpl oynment for women in devel oping countries and that its inportant
contribution should be included in |abour-force statistics and standard nationa
accounts,

Expressing its concern about the virtual absence or poor representation of
worren i n econom ¢ deci sion-making, including the formulation of nonetary and
fiscal policies and rul es governing pay,

Enphasi zi ng the pronotion of programmes ained at financial intermediation
with a viewto facilitating and increasing rural wonen's access to credit and to
agricultural inputs and inplements and, in particular, to easing collatera
requi renents for access to credit by wonen,

Stressing that the lack of a famly-friendly work environnent, including
appropriate and affordable childcare and inflexible working hours, further
prevents woren from achieving their full potenti al

Stressing that neglecting a gender perspective in policy formul ation and
i mpl enent ati on exacerbates the fem nization of poverty and econom c inefficiency
and has a high social cost,

Noting the inportance of the organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system particularly the funds and programmes, in facilitating the advancenent
of women in devel opnent,
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1. Reaffirnms the urgent inplenentation of the Beijing Platformfor
Action®! and the rel evant provisions contained in the outcones of all other major
United Nations conferences and sunmits;

2. Stresses that a favourabl e and conducive international and nationa
econom ¢ and financial environment and a positive investnment climate are
necessary for the effective integration of wonmen in devel oprent;

3. Calls upon all Governments and all actors of society to inplenent the
commitment made in Beijing to create an enabling environnment through,
inter alia, renoving discrimnatory barriers and ensuring the full and equa
participation of women in econom c activities through, inter alia, the adoption
of gender-sensitive policies and | egal nmeasures and the provision of other
necessary structures;

4. Al so stresses the inportance of devel opi ng national strategies for
promoti ng sustai nabl e and productive entrepreneurial activities to generate
i ncomre anong di sadvant aged wonen and wonen living in poverty;

5. Urges Governnents to devel op and pronote nethodol ogi es for
i ncorporating a gender perspective into all aspects of policy-making, including
econom ¢ pol i cy-maki ng;

6. Stresses the need to ensure full and equal access for girls and wonen
to education, vocational training and retraining programes for inproving their
enpl oyment opportunities;

7. Urges all Governments to ensure wonen's equal rights and access to
econom ¢ resources and to increase wonmen's access to credit by instituting
i nnovati ve | ending practices, including practices that integrate credit with
services and training for wonmen and that provide flexible credit facilities to
worren, in particular rural wonen, wonen in the informal sector, young wonen and
wonmen who | ack access to traditional sources of collateral

8. Invites Governments to undertake legislation and adm nistrative
refornms to give wonen equal rights with men to econom c resources, including
access to ownership and control over |land and other forms of property, credit,
i nheritance, natural resources and appropriate new technol ogy;

9. Requests CGovernnents to ensure that wonen's priorities are included in
public investnent programres for economc infrastructure, such as water and
sanitation supply, electrification and energy conservation, transport and road
construction and to pronote greater involvenment of wonmen beneficiaries at the
proj ect - pl anni ng and i npl enentati on stages to ensure their access to jobs and
contracts;

! Report of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen, Beijinag,
4-15 Septenber 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 96.1V.13), chap. |
resolution 1, annex |1
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10. Urges Governments to pronote and strengthen mcro-enterprises, new
smal I busi nesses, cooperative enterprises and expanded markets and ot her
enpl oyment opportunities; to facilitate, where appropriate, the transition from
the informal to the formal sector, especially in rural areas; to provide
outreach progranmmes to inform|owincone and poor wonen, particularly in rura
and renote areas, of opportunities for market and technol ogy access; and to
provi de wonen with assistance in taking advantage of such opportunities;

11. Calls upon Governments to develop strategies ainmed at pronoting
sust ai nabl e and productive entrepreneurial activities for incone-generation
anong di sadvant aged wonen and wonen living in poverty;

12. Calls upon Governments to ensure, through legislation, famly-friendly
wor k environments and to pronote the facilitation of breast-feeding for working
not hers;

13. Urges the international comunity, the United Nations system and ot her
rel evant organi zations to give priority to supporting the efforts of devel oping
countries to ensure the full and effective participation of wonen in deciding
and i mpl enenti ng devel opnent strategies, through, inter alia, wonen's increased
access to health care, capital, education, training and technol ogy, and w der
participation in decision-naking;

14. Urges multilateral donors, international financial institutions and
regi onal devel opment banks to review and inplenment policies in support of
nati onal efforts to ensure that a higher proportion of resources reach wonen, in
particular those in rural and renote areas;

15. Calls upon the United Nations systemto provi de adequate resources for
operational activities in order to support devel oping countries in their efforts
to integrate gender concerns into national programres and to inplenment those
pr ogr ames;

16. Requests the United Nations devel opnent systemto work towards
establ i shing a nore coherent approach to its support for wonen's income-
generating activities, in particular credit schenes;

17. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fourth
session a sub-itementitled "Effective nobilization and integration of women in
devel opnent ";

18. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submit a report to it at its fifty-
fourth session on the outcone of the inplenentation of the present resolution
and to cover in his report the inpact of the globalization and |iberalization
processes on the integration of wonen in devel opnment and the inplenentation of
operational activities for devel opment of the United Nations systemin enhancing
the participation of women in national devel opnent programres.



