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General debate (continued)

1. Mr. CHEYSSON (France) (interpretation from
French)l My first words are addressed to the delegation of
Vanuatu on the occasion of the admission of that country
to membership in the Organization. France is tied with
the people of Vanuatu in many ways and we therefore
welcome this one hundred and fifty-fifth Member of the
United Nations into our midst.

2. The Assembly's decision to entrust to you, Sir, the
presidency of the thirty-sixth session is one that we find
fully justified, and I should like to express to you my
delegation's warmest congratulations. You are well aware
of the ties that bind our two countries. Your personality
and experience in international affairs guarantee that our
work will be conducted with all necessary vigour and au
thority.

3. My next remarks are addressed to you, Mr. Secretary
General. All of us here are familiar with your political
acumen and your commitment to international .order. We
have had many occasions to meet and to become ac
quainted over the years. To my Government's tribute to
your qualities I should like to add my own personal ex
pression of friendship and high esteem.

4. We also know that we c,an count on the competence
and active participation of the Secretariat..We can be sure
of its invaluable support, however onerous the tasks im
posed by the successful operation of a session such as
this. I wish to express my congratulations and thanks to
them for this.

5. A radical political change recently occurred in the
political life of my country, France. On 10 May, a new
President of the Republic was elected. On 21 June, by
sweeping a majority of the left into power in'.a. most spec
tacular way, the people of France reaffinned th~ir will to
turn over a new leaf and to enter a new era. Th~',world of
today and of tomorrow is not and cannot be built in the
image of the world of yesterday.
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6. For many years now, a majority of the States of the
world have been heralding in this very forum the new
international economic order. This order will not be solely
economic nor will it be exclusively international. My
country is aware of this change and the Socialist Govern
ment of· France has embarked upon a definition of this
new order, an order which will be more just and more
equitable for the least privileged, the weak, those who
languish OD the periphery of society, those who· for too
long have been .ignored. These people form the most
important element of our majority in France; they also
form the majority here in this hall. To all of them we
wish to propose a future, an ideal consisting of progress
and hope.

7. The message of which my Government feels itself to
be the bearer therefore transcends our own frontiers. Of
course there is no question of proposing to others solu
tions that must be defined and adopted only by each peo
ple according to its own constitutional authority. The right
of each people to define its own destiny is sacred. But
there are principles and aspirations that our national com
munity intends to assert and .defend. and which we. be
lieve have universal value,. since they will form the inter
national order.

8. After those preliminary remarks, it goes almost with
out saying that our conduct in its entirety is devoted to
man himself. Man is the fundamental value. Man is the
starting-point and the ultimate objective of all policies.
France de:tounces all forms of totalitarianism and au
thoritarianism. We denounce and will fight discrimination
in all its forms, whether religious, sexist or racist. France
declares war on contempt.

9. Our common fight in this Organization therefore
must be waged resolutely to ensure respect and fre~om
for men. It is inconceivable that a State should base its
strength and prosperity on the oppression of its citizens,
or, worse still, on the humiliation and rejection of a part
of it~ population who are denied the status of citizenship.

10. Some will object that the Charter of the United Na
tions, like the rules of internationallaw~ prohibits inter
ferencein affairs falling within the national jurisdiction ()f
a State. But in this context I should like to make two
comments.

11. The first-which hardly needs to be made in this
Assembly-is that the very practices of our Organization
testify to a significant evolution in this regard~ Little by
little, massive and flagrant .violations of fundamental
human rights appear to be falling within the competence
of the international community, as one can jUdge from
conveptions and other international agreements adopted in
recent years at world and regional levels.
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22. Let those here who are tempted to justify violence
in one instance reflect on the fact that one day they may
themselves be the victims of some other violence and be
destroyed by it. Justice for peoples, security for States,
respect for international decisions, negotiation: these are
the principles that will guide France in the position it
takes on the Middle East and throughout the world.

21. There, as elsewhere in the world" negotiation among
all the parties concerned is the only acceptable means of
dealing with the reasons that have led one or another of
them to act by sword and fire. Negotiation is the golden
rule of the Organization. If this rule is broken once, just
once, how can its observance be required elsewhere and
in all cases?

19. In the Middle East, it is not through violence-of
which our Ambassador to Lebanon, Mr. Louis Delamare,
recently became an innocent victim-that peace will fi
nally return to this part of the world, which was the cra
dle of so many civilizations and which has become the
crucible of so much suffering. The people and cultures of
this region, who through the centuries have been caught
in the web of historical evolution, victims of contempt
and hatred, have a right to peace; their States should be
able to develop in security; their peoples should be al
lowed to build their future in justice.

20. Violation of the resolutions of the Organization is
not the way to ensure the necessary security for the cOun
tries in the Middle East, for all the countries, including
Israel. War is not the way for the peoples of this region,
all the peoples, including the Palestinian people, to see all
their rights recognized, including the right to a homeland
and a State.

that movement. The world is not inexorably condemned
to be divided into two enemy camps. The tensions which
sometimes exist between neighbours must not be ar
tificially transformed into duels between champions of the
East and West. The sole object of a recent Franco-Mex
ican statement on El Salvador I was to serve as a reminder
of the need to, let each people settle its own affairs, by
political and democratic processes.

18. Faithful to its principles, France condemns outside
interference and therefore denounces all undertakings .01'
force against any people and any State. Violence cannot
create right. This elemental truth must not be forgotten,
whatever the circumstances, the status or reasons of those
who occupy territories against the will of the population
that has been invaded'and subjugated. Without comparing
the occupying Powers, their reasons or their methods,
copdemnation must be, applied equally to the Republic of
South Africa, when it sends its tanks into Angola and
ignores United Nations resolutions on Namibia; to Viet
Nam, when it continues its occupation of Kampuchea;
and to the SOViet Union, when it intervenes with its
troops "in Afghanistan.

23. Here then are quite a number of situations charac
terized by attacks on the principles of self-determination
and national, sovereignty. All of us together in this room
must agree~,.to maintain the necessary .. pressure. Let us
proclaim our wiBingness to resort to dialogue, to discus
sion, to objective analysis of the concerns and motivations
of all parties. We are convinced that such an approach is
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12. .Who today ~till doubts that aparlheidand other
manifestations of facism can and should be denounced be
fore the principal United Nations bodies? Who ha~ not
welcomed the progress-.inadequate as it may be-·
brought about thanks to the Conference on Security and
Co-c;,p,ration in Europe, held at Helsinki? With regard to
violations less broad in scope, they are, as representatives
are aware, the object, particularly within the Commission
on Human Rights-wbose tenacity we admire-of pro
cedures which are often discreet but which graduaUyare
permitting certain practices to be. corrected.

13. I would add that in the field of human rights the
actions of international institutions truly complement
those of non-governmental organizations. I should like to
pay a tribute t9-, them today, as well as to, tl,1e associations,
labour unions, political parties, youth movements, re
ligious groups and, of course, to the mass media, the au
dio-visual medium in particular, which have helped so
much to arouse public opinion and mobilize it in expres
sing its indignation when shocking situations have arisen
that need to be condemned.

14. Human rigtits are inseparable from the rights of peo
ples and nations. I have already emphasized the right of
each people to decide its own destiny, in total indepen
dence, and therefore to choose its political regime, its
economic system, its social structures and its friendships;
freedom to eilter into a network of alliances or to prefer
neutrality or non-alignment. France has always been and
remains conscious and jealous of its independence. Its
geographical situation, its cultural affinities and the fact
that the world is, unfortunately, a dangerous place have
prompted France to adhere freely to the Atlantic Alliance,
to which it brings a loyal contribution in the defence of
values that are common to all members of the Alliance-':""
the values of freedom and civilization.

15. However, France reserves the right to make its sov
ereign judgement of the threats and dangers that could
lead to the gravest decisions. It hopes, too, that negotia
tions between the greatest Powers will make it possible to
reduce the growing threats resulting from recent overarma
ment. Further, it reaffirms its determination to contribute
to establishing confidence-building measures from the
lJrals to the Atlantic. The relations that it has maintained
for many years with the Soviet Union and the people's
democracies of Eastern Europe allow it to express itself
clearly, to let its convictians and worries be known di,,;
rectly, without going through intermediaries, and to con
tribute in this way to establishing between the countries of
Western and Eastern Europe relations promoting the ful
lest development of all peoples.

16. The right which we claim to determine our own fu
ture is something which we believe it is only fair that
other States, both small and large, weak and strong, peo
ples of the South and of the North, sho!Jld be allowed to
possess, too. France will therefore be on the side of those
who fight for the recognition of the rights of their people
or for the independence of their nation.

17. We have the greatest sympathy for those who, still
remaining outside the mainstream of East-West confronta
tion, wish to escape from spheres of influence. We salute
the non-aligned movement and wilt" be happy to lend our
support to genuine efforts at non-alignment, whenever

• that non-alignment is proposed by an authentic member of
"
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29. Howevert solidarity and interdependence transcend
the political and moral realm. The world is riven by
crisis t causing the number"of unemployed to soar and
condemning the most unfortunate to despair. Who can
claim that this crisis will be set to rights or brought under
control solely by the forces and mechanisms of the mar
ket place, and solely within the framework of the most
advanced economies?

31. It is important, therefore, for all of us together to
tackle the issue of financing development and indeed the
issue of the very survival of those who are most deprived.
Where can the available resources be found? How can we
organize the use of those resources? Where should we
channel them? What kind of link should be established
between the funds that all those· who can shOUld. contrib
ute, the lending capacity and' administrative supervision of
competent institutions, and the rightful concern of lenders
and investors .to guarantee the security of their invest
ments? A few answers are ready and have been proposed.
They must no longer be delayed or distorted. But they
will not be enough t so let us strive to see how We can do
more and better.

30. Economic revival, which we all need urgently-... and
this is particularly true of the most underprivileged coun
tries-requires the development of the countries of the
South. This is not just a matter of a few hundred million
dollars, but of tens of billions of dollars t which must be
injected wherever they are most desperately needed and
where their effect will be almost immediate in improving
purchasing power and, as a result, in expanding markets.
Elsewhere I have spoken ~ a planetary "new deal" in
order to recall this obvious truth which President Roose
velt, when c~nfronted with America's great depression,
identified in his day.

33. My Government notes with satisfaction that commit
ments were entered into by the international community
and we are pleased that the countries of the European
Community decided to commit 0.15 percent of their total
gross national product to help the least developed coun
tries. France, for its part, as the President of the Republic
has said and I repeat, will attain the United Nations aid
target of 0.7 per cent of its gross national product, ex
cluding the French overseas departments,. before the end
of Mr. Mitterrand's seven-year term. This in. fact commits
us tQ doubling in real terms our aid to the developing
countries. France's effort will, starting in.1982, givepri
ority to increasing its voluntary contributions on a multi
lateral basis and to aid countries with which it has special
ties,particularly in Africa.

32. Naturally, since the resources to be shared are unfor
tunately inadequate, our thoughts should turn first to
those who are suffering most, sometimes to the point of
death. My country was very happy to host in Paris the
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Coun
tries.

ernment considers itself to be one of these countries. 1
will not return to this point, except to ,remind you how
much our young people, the moving spirit of. our so
cieties, are concerned with these problems, with which
they are more familiar today, now that the media are tel
ling them what is really taking place in the South, which
was not the case a few. decades ago.

26. I am often surprised to note that in most circles the
true dimension of North-South problems is not under
stood. Some talk of charity for unfortunate starvelings of
some devastated country, others demand higher prices for
their products or a transfer of some special technology.
But how often do you hear it acknowledged, as it has
rightly been acknowledged by the members of the Brandt
Commission? that the. progress of the North-South di
alogue is a prerequisite for world progress and perhaps
even for world peace?

27. The South has become part of the life of the North. .
How much longer will it take for people to understand
this? This is an essential aspect of the new age that is
upon us whether we like it or not. What position will the
South occupy and what part will it play? Those are ques
tions that must be asked.

28. From the political standpoint, I have already men
tioned cases where the fundamental principles of the life
of our people and our societies are being"threatened or
violated. Obtaining respect for such principles' i~ southern
Africa, the Middle East and Latin America is es~ntial for
tho~e who believe in those principles. The French Gov-

valid in the case of most of the crises that the world com
munity has to face.

24. Let me remind you forcefully that in the case of
many of these crises it would be sufficient if tile provi
sions of resolutions already adopted by the United Nations
were respected. Think, for example, of southern Lebanon,
occupied, torn asunder and removed from the legitimate
Lebanese authority; think of Namibia, whose indepen
denc~ and sacred right to sovereignty are endlessly de
layed. The time has come solemnly to affirm from this
rostrum-and I do so now in the name of France-that
every possible means must be brought to bear to ensure
that Security Council resolutions 425 (1978) and 435
(1978) are applied in full without delay. My country is
ready to make a contribution to this effort on whatever
lines are decided on by this Organization.

25. In certain situations we must go even further, and
here again the United Nations has a significant role to
play. Once Namibia has finally gained its freedom and
independence through the implementation' of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978), it must be helped, and
probably guaranteed, in its first few years. Angola, which
has suffered so much from war, must be assured of all
kinds of support during its reconstruction. Kampuchea,
already rescued from famine by international efforts, must
be able one day to determine its future freely and demo
cratically, and it too, of course, will need guarantees and
assurances of every kind. Afghanistan, if it is not to run
the risk of interference which has recently been de
nounced in some quarters,and if it is to put an end to the
interference now made evident by the bloodshed of the
battlefield; will need some guarantee of the status it
seeks. In many quarters, and in the face of threats of
quite different kinds t the same idea has been advanced,

. namely, to 8,ccept, acknowledge and guarantee the wishes
of a people to be freed from the tensions that surround it
and threaten its independence and its desire for non-align
ment. France believes that this'iimilarity of ideas about
very different areas .and .. situations prOVides material for
consideration and a common approach at the international
level.
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34. As we are all aware, it is not enough just to increase
financial aid. So' I ought to say something now of special
aspects that should take priority: food,energy and trade.
However, the time'allotted for these remarks will not suf
fice: Allow me to focus on two aspects of the new inter
nationa~ order that I believe to be essential.

35. Predictability has now ,become an essential feature
of tomorrow's order. Without~it, how cail one plan, orga
nize, formulate and invest in a rational manner? But never
before in history have the principal factors of economic
life been so unpredictable. You only have to think of the
prices of basic commodities imported by countries in the
South, the prices for raw materials exported by the devel..;
oping countries, the exchange rates and interest rates that
influence all tr3);lsactions. We are living in a world with
out order, a chaotic world, an insane world. We the Euro
pean countries without significant natural resources are
suffering along with the countries of the South. In the
face of speculation and uncertainty, our interests are those
of the South; in this debate, we are with the South.

36. It is important therefore gradually to introduce a
system of law in world economic relations. We must seek
contracts, treaties and international agreements. One of
the innovations of the Lome Conventions between the Eu
ropean Community and 61 developing countries3 is to
make the relations they embody predictable andJ,'eliable.

37. Another feature of those Conventions is their com
prehensiveness. Even more so at the world level, all of
the economic, financial and technological problems
should be discussed and negotiated simultaneously and
jointly. The foregoing is justification enough. France and
its European partners are resolved that global negotiations
should be started at the United Nations ,at the earliest pos
sible time. We shall exert all our influence to see that no
further delay is imposed. This is to be confirmed in a
month at Cancun, at the International Meeting on Co-op
eration and Development.

38. The global nature of Nnrth-South problems seems
evident to almost all of us. But have we given sufficient
thought to the interaction between those external problems
and our domestic problems? The new order will jnclude
major strUctural changes in each of the industrialized
countries. The over..all progress made possible by this re
newal will be reflected in certain sectors by a decline in
activity that will be more than compensated for in other .
sectors. New directions will be taken, and they will come
up against resistance.

39. These things will not be done if in 'the industrialized
countries discussions are limited to diplomats, bankers,
administrators and other experts. It is important to involve
public opinion, the workers who are directly concerned and
the young people whose future is at stake. The media have a
key role to play here, and they can do so. There are times
when strong feelings are aroused in towns and in the coun
tryside, when the misery and suffering of a downtrodden
people give the more fortunate television viewer a moment
of discomfort and indignation, or when' despair in a crisis
becomes unbearable.

40. I have just mentioned the No$':South dialogue in its
world-wide framework. But we must also consider it in the
regional framework.

41. The region is in fact the natural context in which
peoples can express their special identity; the similarity of
problems, cultural affinities and sometimes even rivalries,
as well as common threats, make it po,ssible to multiply ties
within a region or subregion. The more highly strUctured
and grouped a region is, the less outside influences come
into play there, This is an important way to avoid the
contagion of East-West division in areas that are not directly
involved. In the economic domain also, the co-operation
that is so desirable among the countries of the South can.be
encouraged in a rational manner, as was so clearly demon
strated at the very interesting High-Level Conference on
Economic Co-operation among Developing Countries, held
recently at Caracas. ' .

42. It is premature to·try to take stock of the activities of
the major regional organizations because their respon
sibilities and importance continue to grow. As a Frenchman,
however; I aJ:l} sure I will not surprise the Assembly when I
say something about the European Community. It is still far
from perfect, but its results are already evident in a number
of different areas-agriculture, the monetary system, the
Lome policy, the generalized system of preferences-and
its authority is growing rapidly in the world. rhe French
Government is planning to launch soon a number of new
and exciting programmes-industrial, social and others
within the Community.

43. In the economic sphere, reference should also be
made to t~e Unite~ Nations ~gjonal commiBsi~n~. Th.e r~le
of the Latm Amencan coUntnes as precursors m Identlfymg
a regional image and regional pride should be noted. We
should mention the various regional groups such as the
Association of South East Asian Nations [ASEANl, and
quite a number of.African regional organizations. I should
like to pay a tribute to the most important of them, the
Organization of African Unity [OAUl, which at its recent
Assembly of Heads of State and Government, held at Nai
robi, dealt in a masterly fashion with some of today's most
difficult problems. Thanks to the OAU we now have some
hope of seeing a united and independent Chad, free from
foreign interference, resume its place in Africa's concert of
nations. And it is 'of course thanks to the OAU that we are
hoping to see a referendum of self-determination take place
soon among the peoples of Western Sahara.

44. The development of regional co-operation has been so
convincing in some parts of the world that we are tempted to
set new goals. For historical and cultural reasons disputes
may exist between neighbours, sometimes going back sev
eral centuries. There are many of us in this Assembly who
are worried that East-West rivalry may be superimposed on
those differences. Mutual distrust between two neighbours
may indeed lead to an arms race. The risk then becomes
great that they will all come to depend on increasingly
sophisticated and therefore more costly arms supplies. What
will then remain of self-determination, independence and
non-alignment, to which both parties are entitled?

45. Can we not rather imagine that the group of countries
most concerned by a confrontation ofthis kind among two
or more neighbours might have the wisdom to limit the
effects of the dispute, to establish a regional or subregional
system for $e evaluation of military forces, and even to
conclUde a genuine regional agreement on self-limitation of
armaments,· accompanied, of course, by appropriate means
of control and verification?
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46. France has been shocked, as have so many others, by
the disproportionate efforts that so many third-world coun
tries must devote to arms and defence. We are disturbed by
the growing dependence that this evolution inevitably en
tails, and we fervently hope that the attempts that have
already been made to slow this trend will be encouraged by
our Organization and supported by world public opinion.

47 . Whatever the interests in a regional approach to arms
limitation, the effort should, of course, culminate in this
Organization. Nothing durable or solid can be built without
the endorsement of an institution whose role it is to be
universal. There is hardly a domain that is outside its juris
dict.ion, and the wholly democratic structures it possesses
serve to guarantee the value of its decisions. On this rostrum
from which I am speaking, every speaker and therefore
every country is equal.

48. The fact that emphasis should generally be placed on
the unique role of the United Nations in the most dangeroGs
crises is only normal, because one immediately thinks of
Cyprus, southern Lebanon, Namibia and also UNHCR,
UNICEF and so many other organizations which, in tragic
circumstances, have so well demonstrated human solidarity.
But we know that the United Nations has other functions
and that, in meeting places that figure less often,in the major
international press, ideas are compared that gradually lead
to a consensus that will generate progress. I have in mind
also the arms limitation talks, where gains have been made
and where decisive steps are still to be taken-among oth
erS, the establishment of an international satellite monitor
ing agency.

49. Other ideas, still more ambitious, direct our attention
. well beyond the immediate future. Next year the speci.al
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament
will give all of us an opportunity to shoulder our respon
sibilities. My country will play its part, and we will make a
loyal and far-reaching contribution to the search for ways of
defining conditions for a just and sure limitation of arms.

50. Nor do I forget that ,in many ways this Organ'ization
and the specialized agencies play an operational role,
whether in terms of technical or humanitarian aid, or in
more general regulations. In this regard, I should like to
emphasize my country's special interest in the United Na
tions Conference on the Law of the Sea. The convention that
that Conference is busy drafting will soon define how these
riches of the world should. be rationally organized in the
future. It will mark extraordinary constitutional progress
and will .leave its imprint on the history of the world. The
United Nations can and should be proud of it. Consequently,
and in spite of a few reservations on details, the French.
delegation believes it essential that the work of the Con
ference on the Law of the Sea be conduded as soon as
possible. We appeal to one and all to cease the manoeuvres
which have had the effect of jeopardizing the progress made
over so many years of persevering effort.

51. My last remark should confirm what has already be
come obvious from my observations-namely, France's
commitment to the United Nations, from which the world
expects so much.

52. Our status as a permanent member of tlle· Security
Council, our human and economic resources, the indepen
dence of our policy towards all, whether States' or great
corporations, and our sympathy-although that is too weak
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an expression-our feeling of fraternity' with the weakest,
.most deprived peoples, assure us~ we believe, of special
relations with most of the world. But they also create for us
special obligations. At the global level, as indeed in France
itself, the Government ofwhich I am a member knows what
is expected of it. We are ready.

53. Mr. GENSCHER (FederalRepublic ofGermany): *Mr.
President, I should like, first .of all, to take this opportunity
to convey to you the congratulations of the Government of
the Federal Republic of Germany on your election to this
high office. We see in you a man of distinction who, in his
long and active involvement in the work of the United
Nations, has shown exceptional qualities. We see in you the
representative of one of the leading members of the non
aligned movement, a country with which we have had good,
long-standing relations. .

54. I should also like to express my country's gratitude to
the ,President of the thirty-fifth session of the General As
sembly, Mr. RUdiger von Wechmar. He discharged the du
ties of his office with a sense ofaw&'eness of the new reality
of global interdependence. In so doing he was able to count
on the full approval and support of the Federal Republic of
Germany.

55. At the same; time, I wish to thank the Secretary
General for his dedicated work over the past 12 months on
behalfof the Organization, and thus also on behalf ofpeace.

56. On behalf of the Federal Republi/~ of Germany, I
extend a warm welcome to Vanuatu as ~ r:ew Member of the
United Nations.

57. For a decade now, the world economy has been in a
critical phase of readjustment: inflation, recession and un
employment in the industrialized countries, but, above all,
stagnating-indeed, declining-per capita incomes in
many developing countries. The want and distress of the
poor in the third world are increasing. At the same time, the
world population continues to grow rapidly: over the next20
years it will increase from 4.5 billion to approximately 6.5
billion people. This means that food, clothing and housing,
schools and jobs have to be provided for 2 billion people.
That is equivalent to the population of 2,000 completely
new cities, each with 1 million inhabitants. This shows that
mankind as a whole is faced with great and global chal
lenges.

58. Yet-and this is the disturbing part of it-it is not
these problems that are the focal point of world politics and
of world interests: the headlines of the international press
tell us, ra~her, about an arms race and tensions between
nations, about war, civil war and intervention. At a time
when global interdependence and global co-operation have
become a question of survival, the human race is in danger
of once again pitting its strength against itself.

59. Now, at a time when we ought to be concentrating our
material as wel~ as our intellectual resources on the task of
bringing the world economy out of its structural crisis,on
development in the third world and on preserving the condi
tions of life .on our planet, $500 billion is being wasted on
arms. But our children and grandchildnm will judge us

'Mr. Genscher spoke in German. The English versioriof his statement
was supplied by the del(~gation.
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solely by whether we have succeedea in settlD!!, lne world on
the road to peace, development and survival, or whether we
have declined into confrontation, an arms race and, ulti
ma!ely, catastrophe.

60. We can preserve world peace and master the great
challerlges to mankind only if all countries act in accordance
with principles that are commensurate with the provisions
and the spirit of theCharter of,the United Nations. Thi1l calls
for renunciation of force, that is to say, renunciation of the
use and threat of use of force, since conflicts must be settled
by peaceful means; for no aspiration to domination over
others, no interference in the internal affairs of other coun
tries and respect for the right of self-determination of all
nations; for responsible action with an awareness of global
interdependence, using moderation and restraint in pursuing
one's own interests; for readiness for dialogue, negotiation
and co-operation; for no aspiration to superiority, but rather
a desire for balance at the lowest possible level of arma
ments, adhering to an active policy of preserving peace
through co-operation on issues of international security and,
in particular, of arms control and disarmament; and, finally,
for elimination of the North-South confrontation as part ora
policy of world-wide partnership and the safeguarding of
peace.

61. In the search for a solution to these ,global problems,
very great importance attaches to the development of East
West relations. At the beginning of thel970s we all hoped
that the efforts increasingly to reduce the differences be
tween East and West and to expand co-operation would
prove successful, and considerable progress in the develop
ment of East-West relations was indeed achieved in the first
half of that decade. But of late the East-West confrontation
has intensified yet again. It threatens to push the North
South dialogue to the periphery of world affairs once more.
Indeed, the East-West confrontation threatens to spread :to
the South.

62. That must not be allowed to happen. East and West
must do everything possible to pull themselves back onto a
course leading to stability in their relations and to co
operation. On no account must East and West allow the third
world to' become· a theatre for the continuation of their
conflict. The countries of the South have problems enough
and should not also be made the scene of the contest be
tween East and West.'

63. Negotiations on arms control and disarmament with
the aim of establishing a balance at the lowest possible level
are more urgent than ever. There must not be another arms
race.

64. In the 1970s the Soviet Union made extraordinary
efforts in all fields of armaments. They were not matched by
comparable efforts on the part of the West; quite the con
trary.

65. The West has noted with great concern how the Soviet
Union has not only increased its superiority as regards
conventional forces but has at the same time steiJped up its
medium-range nuclear weapons and given thent new qual
ity, in particular with the 8S-20 missile and the "Backfire"
bomber. Our concern about these developments can only be
dispelled if the current and proposed East-West negotiations
are successful. The Government" o( the Federal Republic of
Germany will contribute all it P98sibly can to the achieve
ment of thataim.'

66. We hope that the meeting b.etween Secretary of State
Haig and Foreign Minister Gromyko will mark the begin
ning of a new, constructive phase in the dialogue ·between
the United States and the Soviet Union, which is of such
importance for the whole world. The importance and weight
of the United States and the Soviet Union give both coun
tries a special responsibility for world peace. Dialogue,
negotiation and co-operation between East and West must

:beintensified and further developed. This also includes the
continuation of the SALT. process.

67. We also hope that the meeting between the United
States Secretary of State and the Soviet Foreign Minister
will above all give a signal for 1he start of negotiations on
medium-range nuclear weapons. We have advocated such
negotiations for quite some time. We have been involved in
the preparations for them with our allies, and we will con
tinue to follow tpem in the future. We want medium-range
nuclear missiles on both sides to be limited to equal ceilings
at the lowest possible level, and the more the Soviet Union
reduces its arms,build-up, the lower that level can be. If that
arms build-up· is eliminated altogether, there will no longer
be any need fotthe West to deploy medium-range weapons
as envisaged.

68. The Government and people of the Federal Republic
of Germany long for nothing more dearly than a result of
that kind, which to us would be the ideal result. But it is not
only a question ofnuclear weapons. In the Vienna Talks on
Mutual Reduction of Forces, Armaments and Associated
Measures in Central Europe, we are resolutely pursuing the
aim of achieving a balance ~f forces in central Europe by
means of mutual reductions, in order to improve military
stability and to rid the peoples of central Europe of the fear
of possible surprise attack.

69. As a result of the Madrid review session of the Con
ference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, we want a
conference 01' disarmament in Europe as a forum for agree
ment on concrete confidence-building measures for the
whole of Europe, from the Atlantic to the Vrals.

70. It is not only East and West that have to tackle the task
of arms control and disarmament. That task is universal and
applies to all regions and to all countries.

71. The United Nations already proclaimed the 1970s the
United Nations Disarmament Decade, but we are all pain
fully conscious of the scant success of our efforts to stop the
world-wide arms spiral.

72. My country has put forward as its contribution to the
General Assembly's second special session devoted to disar
mam~nt, to be held in 1982, a draft comprehensive pro
gramme of disarmament. 4 Its purpose is to facilitate world
wide disarmament negotiations, to describe the conceptual
framework for such negotiations, to define the criteria and
principles, and thus to carry out important preparatory work
for concrete negotiations and results.

73. I wish to mention four principles in particular: bal
ance, openness, verifiability and confidence-building.

74. Disarmament negotiations can only prove successful
if they enhance the security of all concerned. Whoever seeks
one-sided-advantages in disarmament negotiations or tries to
hold on to those· already gained will create a deadlock. The
aim mustbe balance at the lowest possible level. Superiority
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85. The foremost objective of my country's foreign policy
is actively to safeguard peace. We want peace and freedom.
But to us, peace means more than the mere avoidance of
war. We want a world. of co-operation based on partnership
among nations.

86. Together with other European democracies we have
formed the European Community in·order to shape oUr
common future together. By developing the European Com
munity into a European union, we shall be able to work
even more effectively as a force for peace and progress in
Europe and in the world.

87. We have united with our European allies and the
United States of America and Canada in the North Atlantic
Alliance. That alliance rests on the common values of free
dom, human dignity and self-determination. Its sole pur
pose is to preserve common security and safeguard peace. It
derives its· strength from the friendship and trust between
Europeans and Americans.

84. Those four principles for disarmament negotiations-.
balance, openness, verifiability and confidence-building
are four prerequisites for success. They can serve as four
cornerstones for the construction of a comprehensive se
curity partnership around the world.

83. We hope that the Secretary-General's study now be
fom us [A/36/474 and Corr. 1] will generate effective im
pulses for concrete measures to speed up the confidence
b1,lilding process all over the world. We need a code of
confidence-building. "

76. It is now necessary to ensure that in the disarmament
negotiations between East and West this principle istrans
lated into practical, concrete policies.

77. Disarmament presupposes transparency of the force
relationship. Each side must openly give information about
its own ·force strengths and armaments. Anyone trying to
evade this is sowing the seeds of mistrust and casting doubt
upon his intentions. The United Nations has elaborated a
standardized reporting system with a view to making mili
tary budgets comparable. My country, like some other
Western and non-aligned countries, has submitted a report
on its defence budget in l~ne with that system. All other
countries should follow that example.

78, I repeat my proposal that the United Nations should
set up two registers: first, one which records how much each
industrial country spends per capita on armaments and how
much it spends on development assistance; and secondly,
another register which lists world-wide exports and imports
of weapons. This would be an important first step. The
international community cannot look on indifferently as
military spending in East and West and in the third world
continues to increase while development aid budgets stag
nate.

T·.·< V-:::::au~::mDlli::~d uu. mmm;e::::~ s.::~: in nU@ ~at. during lbe tbrrty.foa~ ••e'Si::
III to peace. Balance and parity constitute the recognized cen- we launched an initiatives with a view to giving a..global
I~ tral principle of the SALT negotiations. dimension to efforts to achieve confidence-building meas-
I] ures.
l:~ 75. But that principle must not be restricted to the SALT
!,::l process. In their joint declaration of 6 May 1978, General
!~ Secretary Brezhnev and Federal Ch~cellor Schmidt saidI1 that "both sides deem it important that no one should seek
f~... military superiority and that they proceed on the assumption
1~ that approximate equality and parity suffice to safeguard
\:~ defiellce".j;j
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79. The obligations assumed in disarmament negotiations
must be verifiable. The verification procedure must in·each
individual case be tailored to the treaty to which it is to
apply. We can do some important preliminary work in that
respect in the United Nations if we develop procedures and
instruments of verifieation. which have been internationally
agreed upon and, where possible, also tried out in practice.

80. Anyone who opposes on-site inspections or refuses to
accept verification in other forms will be open to the suspi
cion of wanting to hide something and deceive others; he
will be destroying confidence rather than building it.

81. The Geneva Committee on Disarmament is discussing
a comprehensive prohibition of the manufacture and stock
piling of chemical weapons. Here, too, the most difficult
problem still to be solved is that of verificati.on. We hope for
an early agreem~nt on the verifiable prOhibition of chemical
weapons.

82. Real disarmament can be achieved only through mu
tual confidence among States. Concrete confidence-build
ing measures are therefore indispensable for successful dis
armament. The Final Act of the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe, signed at Helsinki on 1 August
1975, makes provision for initial confidence-buVding meas
ures. The proposed conference on disarmamenqn Europe
could bea new. qualitative step in the process ofcQ'nfidence
bUilding. Confidence-building measures can also 'be con
ducive to stability and arms limitation in the ~hird world. It

88. On the basis of the European Community and the
North Atlantic Alliance we, the Federal Republic of Ger
many, have, by means of our Ostpolitik, made an impor
tant contribution to the stabilization of peace in Europe.
We shall continue that realistic policy of dialogue, of re
ducing tensions and of strengthening co-operation.

89. The line that divides East and West also divides the
German nation. Consequently, no one is more severely
affected by any deterioration of the East-West relation
ship than the Germans; no one has a more direct interest
in improving East-West relations. There must be no re
lapse into the cold war.

90. The policy of the Federal Republic of Germany of
concluding treaties with its neighbours in the East-·the
Moscow Treaty, the Warsaw Treaty, the treaty'with Czech..
oslovakia and the Basic Treaty with the German Demo
cratic Republic-are testimony to our long-term policy of
co-operation and detente. We abide by those treaties. It is
our wish that General Secretary Brezhnev's visit to Bonn
in November will strengthen ou!' bilateral relations and
will favourably influence East-West relations as a whole.

91. The developments in Poland are of particular impor
tance for the situation in Europe and in the world. It is up
to Poland alone to determine its path. We -expect all other
signatories. of the Final Act of Helsinki, like ourselves, to
tefrain from any interference in the internal. affairs .of the
Polish People's R~public.
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105. We condemn South Africa's intervention in An
gola; the Republic of South Africa has taken a grave re
sponsibility upon itself.

106. My country stands side by side with the non
aligned and Islamic countries in an effort to terminate the
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan and to achieve a politi
cal solution which will restore to that sorely tried people
self-determination and independence and re-establish
Afghanistan's status as a genuinely non-aligned State. The
European Council has proposed a· conference on
Afghanistan with the aim of achieving that goal in two
phases. The continuing occupation of Afghanistan is a
heavy strain on international relations.

107. The Federal Republic of Germany actively sup
ports the efforts of the international community, and es
pecially the ASEAN countries, to restore the political in
dependence and territorial integrity of Kampuchea. .

108. We are following with concern developments in
Central America where j in El Salvador, and also else
where, the use' of force and bloodshed are on the in
crease. The people of that regionrnust be enabled to de
termine their own· destiny free from direct or indirect
intervention from outside.

96. The Quadripartite Agreement on Berlin6 has helpe'd
to calm t1 \e situation in and around Berlin. That must re
main so. Each side must realize that the Agreement can
produce a stabilizing effect on Berlin -and favourably in
fluence East-West relations only if all sides strictly ob
serve and fully implement it.

97. Another impressive testimony to United States soli
darity with Berlin was the visit by the American Secre
tary of State Mr. Haig on 13 September 1981.

98. As in our bilateral policy, we are also striVing
within the multilateral framework of the Conference on
Securi!y and Co-operation in Europe to improve East-·
West relations in Europe. The Final Act of Helsinki is a
document which manifests the will for co-operation in
Europe, and it shC'uld be consistently implemented by all
signatories to make Europe a region of lasting peace
based on respect for human rights.

99. We are acutely aware how much still remains to be
done in that respect. Together with OUf: Western partners,
we are making every effort to ensuretllat the follow-up to
the Conference, in Madrid, willprodnce a final document
which, in all fields covered by the Final Act, will bring
progress for co-operation among the countries of Europe
and. make for better relations among their citizens.

100. The process of the Conference on Security and Co
operation in Europe must be continued. It is the great
hope of many people, not onlyAn Europe. The Madrid
Conference must issue a concrete mandate for a con..

:.~~-~~~:~.£~
s!'~E;iS?:~orE ~l~:~~ : f:~=::';~~ Republic ofGer- 11,.J.1Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and Chairman of the German many also wishes to contribute to peace md the peaceful.A
Democratic Republic .state Council, Erich Honecker. settlement of conflicts outside Europe. The agenda for i:~

93.~peciaIlY in rbe presenr difficult phase~ Eas,"West ~~ se::j: "in::'':~:r'l~:i:lY~~cl~~m~~ 1,1'?1

relations, the following must be axiomatic to both German' southern Africa, Afghanistan and Kampuchea. ' 1;1
States: we must carefully preserve what we have achieved i ,'{

between us and what we have contributed, to peace in Eu- 102. At the previous meeting, the President of the Euro- !,;:'l.'.~I·
rope over the past decade; in our mutual relationship and pean Community also' spoke on behalf of the Federal Re-
in relations with all our neighbours we must exercise re- public of Germany. Following.his statement, let me say I' .~
straint and consideration; the German-German relationship thatlwe have a vital interest of our own in lasting, com-';'
must never be an additional cause of strain on the East- prehensive and equitable peace in the Middle East. Is- I'~.~.'~
West relationship; we must continue the dia!ogue at all rael's right to live wjthin' secure and recognized bound-
levels without ~y preconditions; it must be our common aries is just as indispensable for such peace as is
goal to achieve the largest measure of progress in imple- recognition of the. right of self-detennination of the Pal-
menting all parts of the Final Act of Helsinki. estinian people.· The efforts to achieve a comprehensive,

94. The Government of the Federal Republic of Ger- ¥~~n~;~~:q~\~~lft:~~iss:~~~:t %~st::u~~:f~~e~f rl
many intends to promote co-operation between the two force by all sid~s. .....~.~.~...
German States, and we want to provide more oppor- ~

tunities for contacts between Germans on both sides. 103. It is with a sense of concern for world peace and
Those and other improvements which make life easier for deep sympathy for the suffering of the pedple that we
the Germans in their mutual relationship are not only a watch events in Lebanon. All efforts undertaken by the
dictate of humanity but are an indispensable contribution Lebanese Government to bring about national conciliation
to peace and co-operation in Europe. and to restore Lebanon's sovereignty, political indepen-

9S. Our aim is and will remain to work for a state of dence and territorial integIj.ty have our full support.

peace in Europe in which the German nation will recover 104. In the context of .the initiative. of the five Western
its unity in free self-determination. The wall which di- States, the Government of the Federal Republic of Ger-
vides the Germans will not prove durable. The will of the many is emphatic that Namibia should at long last gain
people is not to preserve, still less to deepen, the division independence through free elections on the basis of Se-
between them, but to remove it. . curity Council.resolution 435 (1978). This must h~ppen in

1982. 'The independence of Namibia must not be delayed
any longer. We acknowledge the constructive contribu
tions of the OAU towards a settlement of the Namibia
question. The remnants of colonialism and racism in
southern Africa must be eliminated.



9th meeting-23 September 1981

.-1
)

II

1-

:-

n
:-
I-

:t

109. ,All democratic forces in those countries should act
in awareness of their common responsibility and dissoci
ate themselves from the forces of violence. Like the
whole of the third world, like the whole of Latin Amer
ica, Central America, too, must be kept out of the East
West conflict. Political and social reforms must create.' a
more equitable and stable order, and with it the conditions
which wili allow Central America to become a region, of
peace. The European Community can be a good partr.er
to such a Central America.

110. At its thirty-fifth session, the General Assembly
included in its agenda a new item entitled "International
co-operation to avert new Ilows of refugees". In resolu::'
tion 35/124, it expressed the conviction that the refu~ee

issue is no longer a humanitarian one only, but also af
fects world peace. As the resolution stated, the flo_ws' of
hundreds of thousands, indeed millions, of refugees
'"jeopardize the stability of entire regions and thus -en
danger international peace and security".

111. We, the Federal Republic of Germany, favour gen
eral guidelines for the conduct of States, as well as practi
cal measures whicl. will make it possible to prevent any
fresh flows of refugees, and we propose that this be dis
cussed by an ad hoc committee.

112. The General As.semb1y is commemorating the twen
tieth anniversary of the Conference of Heads of State 01
Government of Non-Aligned Countries held at Belgrade
in 1961. The non-aligned countries constitute a powerful
movement in the world of today, but their goal has not
yet been fully attained.

113. Colonialism is almost everywhere a thing of the
past, but the independence that has been gained by for
mer colonies is threatened by attempts to dominate them
in ottier ways. In 1979, in fact, the world witnessed an
ideologically motivated attempt to make the non-aligned
movement itself, as it was called, the "natural ally" of
one of the two systems of the North. That attempt failed.
It had to fail, because the wheel of history cannot be
turned back. There is no longer any future in hegemonic
aspirations, nor in interventions in the internal affairs of
other countries, but they can still be a threat to peaceful
relations between nations.

114. ,With its model of a pluralistic world of nath:ms
who have chosen their own destiny, the non-illigrl~d

movement is a force _working for the cause of progress. It
is at the same time a force working for the cause of peace
and stability because today both these aims can be
achieved only within an international order in which na
tions co-operate with one another in partnership and on
the basis of free self-determination and equality. The
Federal Republic of Germany stands side by side with the
non-aligned countries in the pursuit of this goal.

115. The desire for independence also manifests itself in
the regional groupings which are being formed and are
growing in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

11 <L After the .European Community, there is.. now an
other association, ASEAN" which has already ~veloped
extensively. A powerful influence for peace and ~tability
in Asia emanates from that organization...

139

117. Regional co-operation is also progressing elsewhere
in the third world. Co-operation among' "the Gulf States,
the groupings that have been formed in Latin America,
and those already established or fo be established in Af
rica, which were all moulded into a grand design by the
Conference Qf Lusaka,7 are proof of 'this. These groupings
also provide small and medium-sized countries with an
opportunity to shape their independence and their future
together. Jl'

118. Together with the other members of the European
Community, we promote this development towards plu
rality and partnership based on equality. Stable economic
and social development in the third world is indispensable
for lasting international peace.

119. The common goal of the industrial and developing
countries in the 1971!)s was to accelerate growth in the
developing countries in the context of constant global eco
nomic growth, but it did not turn out that way. Today, at
the beginning of the Third United NB,tions Development
Decade, the growth of per capita incomes has stopped in
many oil-importing countries of the third world. Indeed,
real per capita incomes'in most of the poorest countries
are even declining. We view with concern this crisis of
development.

120. We also view with concern the fact that the North
South dialogue has lost momentum. In spite of the pro
gress achieved in many individual areas, it is marking
time on the major issues. That is why we look towards
the forthcoming International Meeting on Co-operation
and Development, to be held at Cancun. An important
idea of the Brandt Commission becomes a reality. The
great opportunity afforded by this unprecedented Cancun
meeting must be seized. We want it to generate a new
resolve to settl~the urgent problems of the worldecon
omy and development by means of solidarity and global
co-operation. Lastly, we want it to pave the way for the
beginning at long last of global negotiations. We want to
work for a global energy strategy which will create se
curity among both producers and consumers. We want to
work for a global food strategy in order to guarantee food
security and thus eliminate hunger.

121. The outcome of the twelfth session of the United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, to be held in
1982, will be ,clucUd. Its importance for the future of the
North-South dialogue tan hardly be overestimated be
cause, as the Secretary-General has emphasized, it is a
question of whether we in the United Nations are capable
of negotiating solutions for global problems which strike
a fair balance betwe~n the elementary and basic interests
of all nations and at t~e same time serve the world as a
Whole.

122. A return to world economic growth and develop
ment calls, first and foremost, for energetic efforts on the
part of all countries. The industrial countries must break
the back of inflation .and thus restore the basis for con
stant growth and the elimination of unemployment. The
nations of the third world, on the other hand, must adopt
development strategies that involve the masseS of the poor
in the growth process. Labour-intensive agricultural pro
ductionand industries, coupled with an effectivepopula..
tion policy, must form, the nucleus of development plans.
But if they a~ to be successful, the efforts of the devel..
oping countries th~msetves need adequate support' from
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129. The United Nations has created procedures and in
stitutions to foster respect for human rights all ov~r the
globe. These procedures are still relatively weak, but they
are having a growing effect. It is important to continue
this work with determination. and to develop further the
possibilities open to the United Nations for protecting
human rights. The Government of the Federal Republic of
Germany continues to support the idea of an international
court of human rights.

*Mr. Colombo spoke in Italian. The English version of his statement
was supplied by the delegation.

134. Mr. COLOMBO Htaly):* Mr. President, first of
all, I should like to convey to you the warmest congrat
ulations, on behalf of the Italian Government and on my
own behalf, on your election to the presidency of the
thirty-sixth session of the General Assembly. It is for us a
source of deep satisfaction that this honour has been con
ferred upon the representative of a country with which
Italy maintains relations of close friendship and fruitful
co-operation. Your long experience in the activities of the
United Nations and the eminent qualities you have dis
played in the service of your country are guarantees of the
balanced and efficient guidance of the work of the As
sembly.

130. We have noted with satisfaction that our initiative
regarding a conven.,tion on the ultimate abolition of the
death penalty8 has met with a favourable response from
many countries. The draft convention takes the form of a
second optional protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights. This form should make for
constructive discussion leading t~ progress ~n this field.

131. The Government of the Federal Republic of Ger
ma!1y is aware that other legal traditions, religious convic
tions and historical experiences have led many countries
to take a different view of the death penalty. But no one
can overlook the frequent abuses of the death penalty in
the world of today and the 'growing incidence of execu
tions without regard for the due process of law. Equally
de?ressing is the fact that people are still subjected to
torture. This makes the struggle to abolish' the death
penalty and torture more urgent than ever.

132. Mankind has reached the highest point to date in
its level <?f knowledge and in its capabilities. It can use
that knowledge and those capabilities to resolve the prob
lems vital to its survival, but it can also use them to de
stroy the earth's civilization and, perhaps, even the human
species.

133. Only if we act in awareness of our responsibility
for the safeguarding of peace and respect for the dignity
of man, and only if we act with the desire for global
solidarity, will we find the way to a good future. This is
the foremost task of the Organization. The Federal Re
public of Gennany reaffirms its trust in the United Na
tions.

123. The Federal Republic of Germany gives high pri
ority ~o co-operation in the field of development. This
means, first, that in spite of our own economic difficulties
we shall not relax our efforts to provide financial and
technical assistance. Even our budget for 1982, which is
one of self-restraint for our citizens, allows our develop
ment aid to grow at a greater rate than that of the budget
as a whole. The Government of the Federal Republic of
Germany welcomes the programIll:~ of action adopted at
the United Nations Conference ~n the Least Developed
Countries, held recently in Paris, because these countries
are the ones )hat depend most on official development
aid.

140 . . c..e",' AssenIbJy-~..bllis;;;;;.~~-~ ~ --==c=-~=c-"'=='r~'~-"~
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outside. All countries in a position to do so should con- fundamental to all policies. Efforts to secure the exercisei 135. ! should 1
tribute their share. The Communist industrial countries of human rights throughout the world are therefore oneofl your predecessor,
must nu longer shirk their duty tu help the nations uf the the central elements of uur participation in the wurl< of '1 i tiuo of the impOl
third world in a spirit of solidarity. the United Nations. We deem it ,the responsibility of the I 1 past year to the
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124. Secondly, we are still strongly in favour of markets
in industrial countries being kept open and widened to
take in the exports of developing countries. There must be
no lapse into protectionism. We do not try to solve our
problem of unemployment by erecting trade barriers, but
by promoting structural change with the necessary sup
porting social measures. Only with free world trade can
North and South advance.

126. Fourthly, the United Nations Conference on New
and Renewable Sources of Energy has, for the tirst time,
made energy issues a subject of negotiations within a
global framework. We must continue along this path. The
steep, abrupt increase in the price of energy has placed a
heavy burden on the industrial countries. To the oil-im
porting developing countries, it has become a question of
their very existenc.e. We need partnership and co-opera
tion between the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries [OPEC], industrial countries and oil-importing
developing countries. This is the only way the world can
come through the transition to the post-oil era intact. The
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany also ad
vocates the establishment of a World Bank affiliate for
energy which could help considerably to resolve the en
ergy problems of the third world.

127. We must not allow national egoism to gain the up
per hand in the process of North-South co-operation. We
are called upon to play our part·-the industrial countries
of the West and of the East and the developing countries.
The Nortlt-South problem is not merely the global social
issue; it I~ a task of world peace which we shall hav.e to
accomplish if we want ~o ensure'the survival of mankind.

128. To the Federal Republic 9fGernlany, respect for
and protection of the dignityartd the rights of man are

125. Thirdly, to many dev.eloping countries, exports of
raw materials are still the main source of foreign ex
change. These countries in particular are suffering as a
result of the decline in the growth of the world economy,
a situation which has lasted for several years now and
which has checked demand for raw materials and caused
prices to drop. The Government of the Feqeral Republic
of Germany attaches great importance to the problems
confronting commodity-exporting developing countries.
We have just decided to make a substantial voluntary con
tribution to the Second Account of the Common Fund for
Commodities.

,-
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135. ! should like to take this opportunity to express to
your predecessor, Mr. von Wechmar, our, deep apprecia
tion of the important contribution he made throughout the
past year to the affirmation of the ideals of the United
Nations and to the search for a solution to some of the
most urgent problems which the, Organization has to
tackle. It is a particular pleasure for me now to wish him
every success in his forthcoming post as Ambassador of
the Federal Republic of G~rmany to my own country,
Italy.

136. I also wish to reaffirm my Government's deep re
spect and full support for the praiseworthy actions under
taken by the Secretary-General in the interests of peace
and of the settlement through negotiation of some of the
most complex problems of our time, in a particularly del
icate phase of the international situation.

137. Finally, I wish to convey a warm welcome to the
delegation of the Republic of Vanuatu, whose country, in
keeping with the universal vocation' of the United Na
tions, has just been admitted as the one hundred and
fifty-fifth Member of the United Nations.

138. It is not without emotion that I address the General
Assembly, which represents the community of peoples of
the earth, while thinking of the complexity and dramatic
nature of the problems which make the state of interna
tional relations uncertain and precarious.

139. Besieged as we are these days by problems that are
all apparently urgent and critical, we run the risk, in thf
tumult of our everyday lives, of failing to grasp the full
significance of events. I believe that this Hall, in which
nearly all the nations of the world are represented, is the
most appropriate place for trying to work out a synthesis
designed not only to provide a better understanding of the
course of contemporary history but, above all, to make
more effective and incisive the contribution that all of us,
as Governments, are called upon to make in order to
create the conditions for a better future for mankind.

140. That is why I feel it necessary to take an over-all
view of the individual problems which face us, reducing
them basically to two common denominators, namely, the
East-West relationship' and the North-South relationship.
These relationships, while maintaining their own indi
viduality and special characteristics, are not really sepa
rate but affect and influence each other.

141. We must bear in mind this close interrelationship.
It would be unrealistic to ignore the fact that the slowing
down in the East-West negotiation process has brought
about a situation of general insecurity and has exercised a
negative influence on the orderly development of interna
tional relations. At the same time, we are 'convinced that
a fairer distribution of world resources, through a transfer
of wealth from the more prosperous to the less favoured
countries, would help to reduce the tensions which exist
in so many parts of the world, to promote stability in the
more ~flicted areas and, indirectly, also to improve the
state of East-West relations.

142. Closely connected with the East-West· relationship
and the North-South relationship are tne spe'c~fic roles
which Italy, -taking into account its international ,position,
its vocation and traditions and its geographical lOcation,
can and intends to play in order to make a positive contri-

bution of its own to the cause of securit;J and peace j~~ the
world.

143. That contribution is reflected in Italy's me,mbersbip
in the Atlantic Alliance. That Alliance, because of its de
fensive character, has proved to be an. essential prerequi
site to security, peace and detente in Europe and therefore
to world, equilibrium. In this context must ,be viewed the
resolute participation of italy in the construction' of the
European Community, which, as it develops, is in
creasingly aimed at ensuring security and peac~. Italy is
convinced that the building and strengthening of the Euro
pean Community is necessary. In its growth it will con
solidate and ensure the strengthening of co-operation on
our continent, a more fruitful opening, on a basis of
equality, towards the States of other geographical areas,
and a reaffirmation of the fundamental importance' of
human rights. Therefore we are convinced that the pro
cess of European integration must now acquire a new mo
mentum, overcome the obstacles arising from the current
prevalence of economic interests and seek, in apolitical
union, the path to a more effective contribution to the
evolution of the contemporary world towards a better
equilibrium and hence towards peace. The voice of Eu
rope must not be underestimated in a process of stabiliza
tion and peace that will be truly consistent ~md constant.

144. Italy, precisely because it is an expression of the
civilization of the Mediterranean, has always been es
pecially aware of the problems and crises of that area,
which, in its turn, remains central to world balance. In that
region old tensions seem 'to become more entrenched while
new tensions are making the old ones more threatening, thus
imposing on all the countries concerned a common respon
sibility to eliminate the ~ources of danger.

145. As regards relations between East.and West, with all
their historical al1,d political complexities, Italy is following
a policy which reflects responsibility and firmness but also
an effective desire for dialogue. This has been our attitude
in the consultations held with the Western nations with
which we are linked in a defensive alliance, as well as in our
contacts with the Soviet Union and the other countries of
Eastern Europe.

146. The cardinal points of the Italian position are well
known. They are based on the search for a balance of forces,
linked with a gradual reduction of those forces to the lowest
possible levels, and on the commitment to negotiations
without pre-conditions, but founded upon mutual recogni
tion of the essential requirements of security and peace. We
also believe that a policy of detente cannot be conducted
within watertight compartments, but requires a renunciation
of adventurist policies and the adoption of cohe~nt and
responsible ones. simu~taneously and in, all geographical
regions. The degree of interdependence of our world is so
great that we cannot hope to be able to guarantee oases of'
peace and stability while elsewhere tensions in0rease and
the basic rights of nations and States are violated.

147. Concerning tucticalnuclear fon:es, a particuldrly se
rious imbalance has occurred in the very heart of Europe,' an
area where the concentration ofmilitary forces is extremely
high. This imbalance must therefore be corrected through
the adoption ofthe necessary decisions and the active use of
negotiation. Accordingly, Italy has worked with its allies
and with the potential negotiators to bring closer the pros
pect of negotiation~ and is now awaiting the initiation of
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tal~~ to which we will be ready, as in the past, to make a
constructive contribution.

148. 10 be realistic a disarmament policy must be aimed
ala global balance, not just a regional one. For this reason,
Italy !las consistently stressed the validity of the SALT
proces~ which, in our view, remains a basic point of refer
ence in tbe field of disarmament.

149. At this point I should Jike to stress that every result
achieved in the field of disarmament can have positive
ret:ercussions on development aid.

ISO. For its .part, Italy has helped, in a spirit of responsi
bility and moderation, to keep open the prospects for an
inter-European dialogue, and it intends to accord the Con
ference on Security' and Co-operation in Europe the im
portance that it deserves. Throughout the course of the:
Madrid negotiations we have refused to abandon the hope
of achieving substantial and balanced results, including
the convening of a conference on disarmament in Europe.
Moreover, we have agreed that next autumn a further at
tempt should be made in that direction. It is in the inter
ests of all that that attempt should yield the hoped-for
results.

151. A great European country, Poland, has experienced
in recent months and is experiencing at present difficulties
deriving from its internal evolution. We fervently hope that
this country may carry out its chosen action with full respect
for the inherent values of its culture and, its sovereignty.

152. Here I should like to point out that the major failures
of the United Nations, when they have occurred: are to be
attributed to the lack, at the world level, of the political will
for. peace and progress based on a careful, balanced anq.
realistic assessment of regional conflicts within a global
perspective.

153. I said earlier that the \I)recarious nature of the East
West relationship, because ill the indivisible nature of se
curity and hence of peace, has had inevitable repercussions
on existing world tensions and that, conversely, the elimina
tion of those tensions becomes an important means of reduc
ing the difficulties which stand in the way of the stabiliza
tion of East-West relations.

154. For their part, the 10 members of the European
Community have tried and are still trying to contribute to .
this stabilizing action by pt'Oposing formulas abled at re
moving the various causes of tension and restoring peace to
SUffering peoples, thus contributing to stabilization.

155. In the Assembly, at the eighth meeting, the Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs of the United Kingdom, Lord
Carrington, described the European Community's position
on the major sources of conflict and tension. I take this
opportunity to give Italy's full support to the views that he
voiced.

156. for its part, the Italian Government notes with deep
concern. that more than 18. months have elapsed since
Afghanistan was invaded Py Soviet forces, in flagrant vio
lation of internatiomu norms and the Charter of the United
Nations. In the meantime, no attention has been paid to the
requests and appeals made by the ovetwhelming majority of
the members of this Assembly, th~"members of the non
a~igned movement, to which we giVe great importance, the

countries of the Organization or the Islamic Conference and
those of the European Community that those troops, whose
presence constitutes the only real interference in the area,
should be withdrawn and that the Afghan people should' be
given back the right to determine freely their own future and
recover the traditional position of their country as an inde
pendent and non-aligned State. I am confident that the
Assembly will at this session reaffirm the position pre
viously adopted on this question.

157. There is another case of military occupation-the
Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia-that violates the
basic principles of coexistence among peoples. The appeals
l1100e by the United Nations arid by the non-aligned move
ment for a solution based on those principles have so far
remained unheeded. The Italian Government feels that the
fntemational Conference on Kampuchea, held in New York
last July, should be given credit for having worked out a
baHmced and constructive basis for n.egotiation. My govern
ment hopes that Viet Nam will recognize the serious and
reasonable nature'of the proposals put forward by the Con
ference and decide to take part in its future deliberations,
thus fulfilling its obligations to the United Nations and
contributing to the cause of f~tability in South-East Asia.

158. I turn nowto the African continent and I should like,
first of all, to express the full solidarity of the Itidian
Government with the Angolan Government, victim of re
cent bloody aggression by South African forces. Violation
of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of a State Member
of the Organization, from what~ver source, must give rise to
the st.-ongest condemnation by the international community.

159. Once more, the aggression against Angola was
launched from Namibian territory, which is still subject to
an illegal regime of occupation. This cannot but further
emphasize the urgent need. to solve a problem which has
been dragging on for years, that of the independence of
Namibia. Italy maintains that it must be solved without
recourse to force, but rather by political means ~md t~rough

negotiations, on the basis of Security Council resolution .435
(1978). Hence, the Italian Government addresses the most
urgent appeal to all the parties directly concerned, including
the countries belonging to the Vlestern contact group, to
make every constructive effort to ensure that Namibia
rapidly achieves its independence and can occupy at our
next session, as a soverei~n State J the place to w~ich it is
entitled '1in our Assembly ld in -"!. international commu
nity.

160. The accession of Namibia to independence would
favour the development of the entire region, increase the
stability of all the countries concerned- ,and primarily An
gola-·and eliminate every justification for the presence of
non-African troops in the region.

161. Still dealing with the problems of southern Africa,
we must note with regret the absence of any significant
progress towards the abolition of apartheid in South Africa,
an iniquitous system which constitutes an intolerable insult
to human dignity and which my Government firmly con
demns, as reflected in our scrupUlous observance of the
military embargo decreed by the Security Council.

162. With regard to the other African crises, Italy consid
ers that the OAU is the forum best qualified to promote the
stability of the continent and to settle its disputes without
dangerous external interference.
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163. We are strengthened in this conviction by the recent
favourable development in the dispute over the Western
Sahara where, under the auspices of the OAD, the basis for
an acceptable solution hali been laid down. We hope that
similar progress will soon be achieved in Chad with the
deployment of the inter-African force which is to replace,
under the auspices of the OAU, the foreign military con
tingent now present in that country in a different capacity.

164. Thrning finally to the problems of the Horn of Af
rica, while we note with satisfaction the signs of improve
ment in the relations between Kenya and Somalia, wc are
bound to express our deep concern at the continuing tension
between Somalia and Ethiopia, two countries with which
Italy is linked by ancient historical and cultural ties. Within
the limits of its possibilities and with respect for the inde
pendence of both countries, Italy awaits with interest and is
ready to contribute to every effort which may help to pro
duce a just solution of this crisis and which will allow the
peoples of the Horn of Africa to end the present dangerous
spiral of confrontation and concentrate their energies on the
fight against their common enemy, namely, underdevelop
ment.

165. I would like to express in this Hall my gratification at
the recent return of some countries of the Latin American
continent to democratic normality and at the trends in that
direction which may be noted in certain countries. Italy
hopes that such trends wliI be further intensftied and will
yield concrete results, because it is convinced that a substan
tial affirmation of the principle of the respect of the popular
will and of the ideals of pluralism and democracy can only
strengthen the cause of peace. on the continent, particularly
in Central America, and prevent the resurgence of fratricidal
struggles such as those which, linked to the. pressure of
external destabilizing factors, are tearing apart the people of
El Salvador.

166. At the beginning of my statement I observed that the
Government of Italy devotes particular attention to the prob
lems of the Mediterranean.

167. If the objective to be pursued is that of the security of
the area, its attainment requires the solution of the various
crises that afflict the region, and, above all, the establish
ment of peace in the Middle East. This area has too ~at a
need for peace and justice for us to sit back and conclude,
with facile pessimism, that we have exhausted the pos
sibilities for seeking a political solution. On the contrary,
we feel that. important and positive factors are emerging
which, together with the effort the European Community is
making, gives us reason to believe that today in the Middle
East the starting point is no longer zero. Italy will continue
to support any prQgress towards a political settlement of
these disputes and remains committed to. the contribution
which the Ten feel able usefully to offer. May I add, in this
respect, that we have noted with interest the proposals put
forward by Prince Pclhd of Saudi Ai'abia9 because they reveal
the readiness of that country for a negotiated solution of the
Middle East problem and because there is an interesting
principle implicit in them.

168. Our action is based on certain essential principles
which may b.e summed up as follows: the righ.~ to existence
and the right to security of Israel, a great people to whom
mankind owes a considerable cultural debt, are ,fQr us facts
which we cannot renounce; we recognize as well tile right of
the Palestinian people to self-determination and, if it so

decides, iO the creation of a State entity. This leads us to the
conclusion that whatever the operational modalities of the
implementation of a peace process, such a process must
pass through a compulsory and fundamental stage, namely,
mutual recognition between Israel and the Pdlestinians. In
this respect, we feel that the PalestiQe Liberation Organiza
tion [PW] , which we recognize as a significant political
force of tile Palestinian people, should be given an oppor
tunity to prove its readiness to contribute to a peaceful
solution of the Arab-Israeli dispute.

169. Crises such as that in the Middle East require real
ism, but also courage and hope. We must encourage moves
towards detente by both parties so as to prepare the ground
for direct dialogue since, in this case also, any lasting
solution finally depends on the will of all directly concerned
parties.

170. The best proof of the validity of this approach has
been provided by the truce and cessation of hostilities in
southern Lebanon, achieved through diplomatic efforts, that
Italy fully supported. That development has opened the way
to the beginning of a pacification process in that long
suffering country. It is now more than ever necessary to
guarantee, with the help of all countries, the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Lebanon, thus avert
ing a recurrence of the sufferings endured in the past by that
defenceless people. Italy is co-operating in the pursuit of
that objective by its participation in the peace mission of the
United Nations in southern Lebanon, which we hope will be
allowed to play an increasing role in that country.

171. A speedy cessation of the hostilities between Iran
and Iraq would put an end to the material and human losses
involved and thus remove a serious obstacle to the peaceful
progress of those peoples.

172. In addition to the crisis in the Middle East, recently
in the Mediterranean region there have been signs of a
disquieting restlessness which seems to make even less
attainable the dialogue and co-operation that we would like
to see built up in the area..During this delicate phase we
must appeal to all concerned to show a sense of responsibil
ity, to maintain attitudes compatible with the goals of peace
ful coexistence and to renounce claims that conflict with
international norms.

173. It was in the cOntext of a policy aimed at further
increasing the stability of the central Mediterranean region
that the Italian initiative was taken with regard to the decla
ration of neutrality issued by Malta, which can only prove to
be a useful instrument in favour of peace and progress. In
order to help strengthen this new status, when registering its
agreements with Malta in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, Italy requested the Secretary-General [see
A1361348, annex] to draw the attention of Member States to
that part of the Italian declaration in which all the States
concerned were invited-and I repeat that invitation
now-to take note of Malta's declared neutrality.

174. Anoth~r Mediterranean island, Cyprus, has unfortu
nately been experiencing a difficult situation for many
years. However, the negotiations between the two commu
nities, which the United Nations can use its authority effec
tively to encourage, now have a greater chance of leading to
a solution to the problem. Again, for its .part, Italy has done
and will do ever~ing possible to assist those negotiations.
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175. It is an essential function of the United Nations to
monitor the imbalances in the armaments sector, both con
ventional and nuclear, and the increasing spread of weapons
of all types among the less developed countries.

176. The Italian Government attaches particular impor
tance't(J the special session of the General Assembly on
disarmam~nt to be held in 1982, which will offer a unique
opportunity to review the results so far achieved and to
outline the programmes to be followed in the future.

177. Unfortunately, it must be said that the Committee on
Disarmament, at Ueneva, has not yet been able fully to
carry out the tasks entrusted to it by this Assembly. At
the same time an increasing need is felt within the Com
mittee to avoid abstract generalizations so that negotiating
activities can concentrate primarily on subjects that offer
realistic possibilities of agreement. Accordingly, Italy
continues to demand a ban on chemical weapons and the
destruction of stockpiles thereof in order to avert the se
rious threat posed by the proliferation of these' weapons,
which are indeed weapons Qf mass destruction. .

178. In the nuclear field, Italy, which is a party to the
Treaty- on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, views
with sympathy the demands ofcertain non-aligned countries
for security guarantees on the non-use of nuclear weapons
by the nuclear-weapon States. Italy is making a direct con
tribution to their efforts in its capacity as chairman of the
pertinent AdHoc Working Group at Geneva.

179. In the field of conventional weapons, while under
standing the security requirements of many countries re
garding the protection of their independence and territorial
integrity, we feel that the Assembly must none the less
redouble its efforts to regulate such weapons.

180. Still on the subject of disarmament, Italy has for
some years put forward proposals aimed at limiting the
potentially destabilizing aspetts of an arms race in space
and has consistently affinned the need to continue to work
on a global programme of disarmament as an appropriate
basis on which to ensure the achievement of general and
complete disarmament under strict and effective interna
tional control.

181. As regards the important work of the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, Italy is finnly
convinced that the exploitation of the mineral resources of ,
the sea-bed must benefit all"'mankind.

182. During the past yem.~ ir. spite of the difficulties aris
ing from the present crisis, international economic co-oper
ation has made modest but significant advances. An au
thoritative and inspired voice, that of Pope John Paul 11, has
recently. been raised in the context of that comprehensive
review, the encyclical Laborem Exercens, to encourage that
co-operation. It recommends a profoundly innovative vision
of labour problems as wen as a new relationship between
institutions and labour. I believe that all men of good will
should carefully study those lofty pronouncements.

183. The United Nations Conference on New and Re
newable Sources of Energy has given positive indications as
to the road we should follow in order over the long tenn to
solve the energy problems·of the non....oil-producing devel..
opingcountries. As for the short and'medium tenns, these
p~blems could be tackled effe~tive!y. if we could finally

,~r'

reach a consensus on the establishment of an energy affiliate
of the World Bank, a proposal that Italy has supported on
numerous occasions.

184. The recent United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries was also successful in adopting the
Substantial New Programme of Action for the 19808 for the
Least Develop~d Countries. That programme will now con
stitute the basic reference' point for the initiatives of the
international community. I should like to stress that these
are countries to which Italy is already devoting a substantial
percentage of its official development aid and for which it
plans in the future to develop a more effective and differ
entiated policy of co-operation which will allow us to
ac,hieve the target amQunts set in that programme.

185. Italy is also. playing an active role in the field of
science and technology for development. As I had occa
sion; to stress to. a delegation of ministers from developing
countries with whom I recently met in Rome, we hope
that the United Nations Interim Fund for Science and
Technology for Development, to which Italy has made a
substantial contribution, will have sufficient resources to
achieve its objectives.

186. In the trade sector, we are convinced of the need,
reaffinned by the seven main industrialized countries at
their meeting in Ottawa, for a vigorous joint effort to
fight against the resurgence of the spectre of protection
ism and to keep open the system of world trade. Next
year, the GATT Ministerial Cd'nference, welcomed by the
Ottawa summit, will provide us with a valuable oppor
tunity to consider in depth the obstacles which already
impede the orderly development of international trade, as
well as those which threaten to arise. But the most se
rious challenge concerns the launching of global negotia
tions, since it affects the very negotiating ability of the
international community.

187. The Italian Government maintains that the prob
lems of the North-South dialogue can only be tackled
within the framework of the global negotiations which
this Assembly will be called upon finally to launch after
appropriate and careful preparation. Moreover, our aware
ne~s of tlJ.e urgency of these questions has led us to take
an initiative designed to help in the solution of the tragic
problem of wo(d hunger.

188. After having substantially increased in recent years
its contribution to the major organizations and pro
grammes of the United Nations operating in the agri
cultural and food sector, Italy, true to its civil and Chris
tian traditions which other cultures reflect as wen, has
just suggested the organization of an operational meeting
for the purpose of achieving, through the action of the
United Nations specialized agencies located in Rome, cer
tain concrete objectives to be given immediate effect re
lating to the struggle against hunger and malnutrition and
co-operation in the field of agriculture and food produc
tion. This initiative, which was put forward by Italy, at
Otta,wa and approved :n the final communique of that
meeting,l° has been endorsed by the countries of the Eu
ropean Community and is now in the course of prepara
tion and development. We trust that that initiative, besides
offering proJnpt solutions to the international scourge of
malnutrition, will help to stengthen confidence in thepos
sibility of, advancing along the· path of economic growth
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through co-operation, which is one of the basic aims of
the United Nations.

189. In concluding my statement, I should like to refer
to the important dual responsibility of the United Nations
in the field of human rights: the definition of principles
and related standards of conduct, and vigilance as to their
effective implementa~jon.

190.' 'As regards the first objective, the Organization has
already achieved substantial and indisputable results. But
in the matter of vigilance and respect for the norms' and
principles adopted by the Organization, the United' Na
tions has not shown appreciable progress. Policies Which
disregard the essence of human rights have continued· to
be practised, and we are still faced with extensive vio
lations of human rights as a result of local conflicts· or
situations of instability or intolerance. Italy is ready to co
operate fully in this respect with the world Organization,
convinced as we are that wherever the value and dignity
of the human person is at stake no obstacle must be al
lowed to stand in our way. Only thus can we give effec
tiveness and incisiveness to United Nations action in the
field of the international protection of human rights. 1'~is

is Perhaps one of the most difficult challenges that the
United· Nations will face in 'the years to come.

191. As we tackle the specific objectives facing this As
sembly in the political and economic fields and discuss
the best means of achieving those goals, we must not lose
sight of the basic consideration that this Organization is,
first and foremost, the supreme body at the service of
mankind. Beyond the diversities of tradition and culture,
man is in effect the subject of rights and freedoms, who
through dignity attains a universal value. The mission of
the United Nations thus becomes universal only to the
extent to which the Organization proves capable of pro
moting and protecting these rights and freedoms.

192. Mr. VRHOVEC (Yugoslavia): Mr. President, may I
congratulate you on your election to the high office of
President of the thirty-sixtlt session of the General Assem
bly. 1 recall with satisfaction' that relations between
Yugoslavia 3Ild Iraq are distinguished by warm friendship
and co-operation. We are confident that your vast experi
ence and well-known devotion to the cause of the United
Nations will contribute meaningfully to our fruitful delib
erations.

193. It &ives me great pleasure to welcome the admis
sion of the Republic of Vanuatu,. which has recently
gained its independence, to membership in the Organiza
tion. Thus a new step has been taken towards complete
decolonization, the achievement of which is one of the
most noble goals of the United Nations.

194. Rarely has there been such concordance in our as
sessment that the state of international affairs today is
very grave and disturbing. During the past year new
crises have arisen and the tension between the great
Powets· has increased. The situation is acquiring dan
gerous proportions, affecting negatively the international
climate as a whole. ".

195. The relaxation of tensions, negodation~b:dco-oper
ation .b~sed on respect for ~utual and.common, interests
are glvmg way to an ever Wlder and more frequent use of
force, which is being imposed as a rule of international
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conduct. The.right of peoples to determine th~ir:own des
tiny is being denied. New forms of political 'andeco
nomic domination are threatening to bed:mie a chronic ill
ness of international relations.

196. The world community is again at the crossroads.
Peace, security and development are becoming ever more
uncertain, as they were in the darkest days of the cold
war. It is more than clear that the o!d order of privileges,
monopolies and inequalities, based on the division of the
world into blocs, cannot meet the requirements of our
time. Not only has it proved its impotence, but it also
carries risks for the future of the international community.
However, I should like to point out that the peoples have
never opposed the policy of force and foreign domination
more resolutely than now. Aspirations to independence
and equality, as well as the demands for s~~!tantial

changes in the international order, are an encouraging fea
ture of our time.

197. If we want to end the present stalemate and ensure
lasting peace and progress for mankind. we must search
for appropriate answers to the burning questions with
which we are faced.

198. It is our belief that those answers are contained
within the alternative offered to the world by the policy of
non-alignment. Twenty years of the policy of, non-align
ment and its role in the international scene have irrefuta
bly confirmed this. The full affirmation of non-alignment
as an independent and positive political force has net
been due to its military and economic power,. but to its
moral values. This policy truly reflects the hOpes and
needs of mankind. Owing to this, and to its comprehen
sive programme of new international relations, it has won
followers on all continents and has become a universal
policy serving the interests of the entire internationm
community.

199. No global strategy can yield positive results in ~e

search for a way out of the present situation if it rejects or
ignores this programme. We hold that that has been con
firmed by life' itself.

200. Lasting peace and security can be achieved only
through universal detente that takes into account the inter
ests of all States and enables them to participate on an
equal footing in the solving of vital international prob
lems. In other words, detente cannot exist only between
the super-Powers and their respective military and political
alliances, although it would he inconceivable without
their participation and responsibilities. World relations
cannot be reduced to their mutual relations.

201. The policy of relaxation of tensions must be clearly
directed towards the elimination of all hotbeds of crisis,
military interventions and interferences in the internal af
fairs of States. It must seek the peaceful sett1e~ent of
disputes, progress in the field of disarmament, and the
bridging of the gap between·. developed and developing
countries.

202. It is important to note that Europe has not been
able to avoid the general worsening of the international
situation either,which has had adverse effects upon co
operation and security on our continent. We atlach~at

significance to the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference,
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as it is a positiveprograIl)me for life in Europe. There
must be constant efforts to implement its provisions.

203. At the Madrid review session of the Conference,
Yugoslavia, with other ,neutral and non-aligned countries
ofEUr<tpe, searched for' means of mutual co-operation
benefiCial to all. Qecause of bloc rivalries that could not
be achieved, but the hope remains for success when the
Madrid meeting resumes, its work. We believe it would
have a positive impact on the general situation in the
world.

204. My country's dedication to the spirit of He~.i~inki is
a logical result of its foreign policy of non-alignment. In
this regard, we also attach the greatest importance to the
promotion of g~od relations with all neighbouring coun
tries.

205. Non-interference in internal affairs, and uncondi
tional respect for sovereignty, the inviolability 'of borders
and territorial integrity are cornerstones of this policy. We
also consider full recognition of the rights of,national mi
norities to be an important element of mutual confidence
and good-neighbourly relations. In our view, these princi
ples must be consistently respected in relations among all
States, particularly between neighbouring States. They
should, of course, be applied on a basis of reciprocity.

206. Such a practice prevails today in the Balkan re
gion. The importance of this positive process can best be
understood if we recall that not so' long ago this -area was
often referred to as a grey zone between existing power
blocs.

Mr. Hodoul (Seychelles), Vice-President, took the
Chair.

207. With regmd to the major problems facing the
world today, we are of the opinion that their solutions
must be sought primarily within the framework of the
United Nations. However, there are tendencies to exclude
the Unite.d Nations from that process, allegedly for the
sake of greater effectiveness. We consider that to be com
pletely unacceptable.

208. Undoubtedly, the solving of major problems with
the participation of a large number of countries is, like
any other democratic process, neither easy nor simple.'
But it is the only lasting and effective way to reach solu
tions that will be in accordance with the interests of the
world community as a whole. With that in mind, the
Yugoslav delegation will again do its utmost to contribute
to the success of this session of the General Assembly.

209. We consider the question of disarmament to be of
great urgency. The unprecedented escalation of the arms
race has become a dominant phenomenon of our time.
Disannament negotiations have so far failed to produce
even a minimal result. Region after region is being cov
ered with medium-range and long-range missile systems.
Enormous financial resources are wasted for such pur
poses. They already equal annually the total debts of all
the developing countries. This h!S the gravest conse
quences for international relations. In order to curtail that
race, it is essential that this session ensure successful
preparations for the second speci.afsession of the General

.1'Assembly devoted to disannament.

210. Today, nobody can deny that peace, security and
the progress of mankind are clos~ly linked to thesfute of
the international economy. True, scientific and technologi
cal achievements are supposed to promote faster economic
and social' progress. ,Yet there is more hunger today in the
world than ever before-. The most recent data, as well as
th~ '. many international meetings 'held this year, have
-Clearly confirmed this. A quarter of the total poP1.!lation
of the developing countries is exposed to permanent star
vation, while another quarter suffers from malnutrition.

21l.' 'Still: efforts to establisn the new international eco
nomic order have so far not produced even initial results.
The global negotiations are not yet off the ground. We
believe that at this 'session, the necessary political will
should be demonstrated to launch those negotiations and
thus,to pave the way for international co-operation. Pro
gress achieved, in t~is regard would greatly contribute to
the: creation.of a favourable climate for dealing with the
acute issues confronting the world. We will welcome any
positive demonstration of goodwill and readiness to con
tribute to that end.

212. It is important that at this session the Assembly
devote the greatest attention to the final elaboration and
adoption of the proposed Declaration on the 'Inad
missibility of Intervention and Interference in the' Internal
Affairs, of States. 1I That would' greatly increase the readi
ness of nations to resist the use of force in international
relations.

213. The security of the Mediterranean is of the utmost
importance not only to the littoral countries, but also to
all of. Europe as well as to the Middle East. Current de
velopments in the. Mediterranean give' us cause' for great
concern. We are witnessing intensified bloc riv/ilry, a con
centration of armaments and the incre~sed'presence of for
eign fleets. This calls for Constant effort on 'our part to
transform the Mediterranean into a zone of peace and in
ternational co-operation.

214. Hotbeds of crisis have year after year been high on
the agenda of General Assembly sessions. Again we note
with concern that those crises are not being s~ttled; on the
contrary, they are flaring up. That is due to the continued
violation of the basic right of nations to independence and
to free choice as regards their own internal development.

215. We believe that it is clear to everyone today that
there is no way out of the Middle East crisis without the
withdrawal of Israel from all territories occupied since
1967 and without a solution of the Palestinian question
with the participation, on an equal footing, of the PLO.
Any just, lasting and comprehensive settlement must in
clude the recognition of the right of the Palestinian people
to self-determination and to its own State, as well as the
recognition of the right of all countries and peoples of
that region to live in peace and security.

216. NerAless to say, partial solutions to· the Middle
East crisis can be neither just nor realistic. In spite of
that, there has been no progress since the last session.
The situation has deteriorated, particularly because of the
repeated aggression carried out by Israel against Lebanon,
which threa~ns to escalate the war even further. '

217. , With all these circulllstances in mind, we are
deeply concerned by the protracted conflict between Iran
•
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and Ir~q. We strongly believe that that conflict should be full respect for the sovereignty, independence, territorial
resolved by peaceful means, with full respect for the prin- integrity and non-aligned status of those coantries-.
ciples. of the Charter and the policy of non-alignment.

228. So far, on several occasions in critical situations,
the United Nations has made a very significant contribu
tion to the consideration of complex international issues
and to the lessening of tension in international relations.
If all of us here, regardless of which groupings of coun
tries we belong to, exert a joint effort and unite our polit
ical will, we could again succeed.

225, As far as Cyprus is concerned, we envisage a set
tlement. through the continuation of intercommunal talks
and within the provisions of General Assembly resolution
32/15 confirming the sovereignty, independence, ter
ritorial integrity and non-alignment of Cyprus. Yugoslavia
has always supported national liberation struggles and the
right of peoples to freedom and independence. Those in
alienable rights must not be denied to any nation, any
where on earth, from Africa and Europe to Asia and
Latin America, and Central America.

I See Official Records of the Security Council, Thirty-sixth Year, Sup·
plement for July. August and September 1981, document S/14659,
annex.

'2 Independent commission on International Development Issues. under
the Chairmanship of Willy Brandt.

3 Signed on 28 February 1975 and 31 October 1979. For the text of
the first Convention. see AJAC.17611. and for the text of the second.
see The Courier, ACP·EEC. No. 58, November 1979.

~ 'See CD/22S. AppendiX lINo!. Ill. document CD/205-CD/CPD/
WP.52.

, Adopted as resolution 34/87 13. ,
6 Signed in Berlin on 3 September 1971, by France. the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States of America. For the text, see
United Nations. Treat.v~Series, voJ. 880. No. 12621. p. 124.

NOTES

230. Thus we would, despite all'the existing difficultie3,
open new avenues into the future, to a world of co-opera
tion and peaceful coexistence, to economic prosperity and
independence and to a life in peace and' ~ecurity.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.

229. Such an effort certainly calls fo'( a high sense of
responsibility, especially on the part cf the great Powers.
We must demonstrate our comml,)O madiness to meet new
challenges and to search together for solutions which
would not favour selfish interests but would reaffirm the
lofty principles of the Charter, on the basis of which we
have joined_ together in the Organization.

226. The current session of the General Assembly will
consider a number of issues of vital importance for man
kind .and for peace in the world.

227. The accumulation of international problems and the
exacerbated relations between great Powers threaten to in
stigate confrontation instead of the constructive co-opera
tion we would like to see at this session. We are afraid
that such tendencies would deepen the already existing
atmosphere of mistrust and thereby create new difficul
ties.

223. We also favour continuation of the dialogue on the
peaceful reunification of Korea, which corresponds to the
legitimate aspirations of the Korean people. We fully sup
port the constructive initiatives by the Democratic Peo
ple's Republic of Korea for the solution of that question.

224. Regarding the crises in Afghanistan "~nd Kam
puchea, we continue to support a peacefulpoli~cal solu
tion, which should be found on the basis of Gerteral As
sembly resolutions calling for the withdrawal' of all
foreigp troops, the elimination of foreign interference and

218. The crisis in southern Africa . is becoming in
creasingly dangerous. Despite the endeavours of the great
majority of Member States, the United Nations has ~gret

tably not succeeded in achieving independence{~.r

Namibia. The aggressive policy of South Africa against
Namibia and other front-line States is transforming the
whole of southern Africa into a powder keg, with global
implications. The latest brazen aggression against Angola
is yet another grave warning in that respect.

219. It is really the crucial moment for justice a.l'ld polit
ical realism to prevail; now is the time to cease any kind
of support for and to stop tolerating provocations by the
racist regime of Pretoria against its neighbouring African
States. Such dangerous playing with fire can produce far
reaching consequences.

220. It seems proper to recall the positive contribution
made by the non-aligned movement to eradicate finally
the last vestiges of colonialism and racism on African
soil. Those include efforts exerted at the Extraordinary
Ministerial Meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau of the
Non-Aligned Countries on the Question of Namibia, held
at Algiers, at the Security Council and, later, at the eighth
emergency special session of the General Assembly. By
their efforts, the non-aligned countries have searched for
a just solution and have sounded a warning which should
not remain unheeded. We also believe that the five-mem
ber contact group, which had presented a p3an for
Namibia" should itself firmly resist Pretoria's blackmail.
Security Council resolution 435 (1978) should unam
biguously be reaffirmed as the only possible basis for the
urgent and just achievement of independence by Namibia,
with the full participation of the South West Africa Peo
pie's Organization as the sole legitimate representative of
the Namibian people. Only thus can peace be brought to
the l'eoples of southern Africa and andependence and non
alignment in that part of the African continent be
strengthened.

221. Remaining colonial problems, anywhere hi the
world, should be eliminated, since they constitute an un
acceptable anachronism, We are also of the opinion that
the necessary conditions must urgently be created to en
able all peoples whose right to self-determination is still
denied to decide freely their own destiny.

222. We support all efforts in that direction. This ap
plies equally to the right of the ~"pie of Western Sahara
and to the search for a just solution based on the decision
of the DAU [see A/36/534, annex /I. resolution AHO/Res.
103 (XVIII)].
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7 SoutheM' ~fnca Development Co-ordination Conference, held at
tusaka on I AFiI 1980.

• Sce Official Records of thr'/ General Assembly, Thirty-fifth Session.
Amtexes. agenda item 65, document N351742 , para. 20.

9 Expounded in a radio interview broadcast by Riyadh Domestic Serv
ice on 7 August 1981. For a transcription of the interview, see Foreign•

..

Broadcast Information Service, Daily Report. FBIS-MEA-81-153, of 10
August 1981, vol. V, No. 153.

10 See U.S. Department of State Bulletin. vol. 81, No. 2053 (August
1981), p. 8.

11 Subsequently adopted as resolution 36/103.


