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LETTER DATED 7 NOVEMBER 1997 FROM THE ACTI NG PERMANENT OBSERVER
OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON OF AFRI CAN UNITY TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

Pursuant to Article 54 of the Charter of the United Nations, | have the
honour, to transmt a copy of the communi qué issued by the fortieth session of
the Central Organ of the Organization of African Unity Mechanismfor Conflict
Preventi on, Managenent and Resol ution, which nmet at the anbassadorial level in
Addi s Ababa on 6 Novenber 1997. | should be grateful if the text of the
comuni qué could be circul ated as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) Christopher J. BAKWESEGHA
Acting Permanent Cbserver
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Annex

Communi qué of the fortieth session of the Central O gan
of the Organization of African Unity Mechanism for
Conflict Prevention, Managenent and Resolution, neeting
at the anbassadorial level in Addis Ababa on

6 Novenmber 1997

The Central Organ of the Organization of African Unity (QAU) Mechanism for
Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution held its fortieth session at the
anbassadorial |level on 6 Novenber 1997. The session took place under the
chairmanship of M. B. G Godwyli, Anbassador of Ghana to Ethiopia and
representative of the First Vice-Chairman of the Bureau of the Sunmmt of QAU.

The Central Organ considered the reports of the Secretary-CGeneral on the

situation in the Islamc Federal Republic of the Conoros and in the Republic of
t he Congo.

Situation in the Conpros

The Central Organ was of the view that the actions of the separati st
noverent on Anjouan represented a serious threat to the peace, security and
stability of the Conoros and to the countries of the Indian Ccean in general. It
al so presented a serious precedent, likely to be emul ated el sewhere in Africa
and underm ne one of the nost fundanmental principles of the OQAU, nanely, that of
territorial integrity. Respect for this principle has thus far greatly
contributed to the mai ntenance of peace, security and stability on the
conti nent.

At the end of the deliberations, the Central Organ

1. Encouraged the Secretary-General in his efforts to reactivate the
negoti ation process and to establish conditions for the convening, as soon as
possi bl e, of the international conference and gave its full support to the
deci sion of the Secretary-Ceneral again to send his Special Envoy to the
archi pel agos of the Conmpbros to resune contact with all the parties concerned in
order to pronmbte a negotiated solution within the purview of the unity and
territorial integrity of the Islamc Federal Republic of the Conoros;

2. Requested the Secretary-General to continue to undertake in-depth
consul tations and investigations on the dynam cs and evol ution of the problens
in the Conoros;

3. Aut hori zed the depl oynent of QAU military observers in the Conoros.
The goal of any such depl oynment would be to avert a worsening of the situation
and the restoration of a mninmmlevel of confidence anong the people of those
i sl ands where depl oynent occurred. In addition, deploynment would aimto
encourage the establishnent of a climate conducive to inter-Conorian
negoti ati ons;
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4. Reiterated its condemation of the recent referendum on Anjouan and
its consequences;
5. Cal I ed upon all Menber States and the international comunity to

declare null and void the result of the referendumheld on 26 COctober 1997 in
Anjouan and to reiterate their support for the efforts nmade by QAU for a
peaceful and negotiated settlenment of the crisis in the Conoros;

6. Strongly urged all the Conorian parties to cooperate fully with QAU in
its efforts and to refrain fromany action likely to aggravate the situation and
to conplicate the efforts being undertaken for a peaceful and negoti ated
settlenent with due regard to the unity, cohesion and territorial integrity of
the Islam c Federal Republic of the Conoros;

7. Requested the Secretary-General to urgently consider all appropriate

neasur es which could be taken to contribute to the preservation of the unity and
territorial integrity of the Islanmc Federal Republic of the Conoros.

Situation in the Republic of the Congo

The Central Organ took note of the report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the
situation in the Republic of the Congo, and called upon all Menber States and
the international community to extend urgent humanitarian assistance for the
resettl ement of refugees and di spl aced persons as well as assistance to all the
peopl e of the Republic of the Congo.



