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Arnenia, Belarus, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Georgia,

Cernmany, Greece, ltaly, Kyrgyzstan, Luxenbourg, Norway,

Portugal , Russian Federation, Sweden, Tajikistan and United
States of Anerica: draft resolution

Followup to the Regional Conference to Address the

Probl ens of Refugees, Displaced Persons, O her Forns

of Involuntary Displacenent and Returnees in the

Countries of the Commonwealth of | ndependent States
and Rel evant Nei ghbouring States

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 48/ 113 of 20 Decenber 1993, 49/173 of
23 Decenber 1994, 50/151 of 21 Decenber 1995 and, in particular, 51/70 of
12 Decenber 1996,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-Ceneral! and the report of
the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees,?

* Rei ssued for technical reasons.
1 AN52/274 and Corr. 1.

2 O0ficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-second Session,
Suppl ement _No. 12 (A/52/12).
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Recogni zi ng the acuteness of the migration and di spl acenent problens in the
countries of the Commonweal th of Independent States,

Noting with satisfaction the efforts of the Ofice of the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees and the International O ganization for Mgration
towar ds devel oping strategies and practical tools for nore effective capacity-
bui | di ng and enhanci ng progranmes to address the needs of various categories of
concern to the countries of the Commonweal th of |ndependent States,

Convi nced of the necessity for further strengthening of practical measures
towards the inplenentation of the Programme of Action adopted by the
Conf er ence, 3

Reaffirm ng the view of the Conference that the primary responsibility for
tackl i ng popul ati on di spl acement problens lies with the affected countries
t hensel ves and that these issues are to be regarded as national priorities,
while at the same time recogni zing the need for enhancing international support
of the national efforts of the countries of the Commonwealth of | ndependent
States aimng at the effective inplenentation of such responsibilities within
the framework of the Programme of Action

Recalling that the protection and pronotion of human rights and the
strengt heni ng of denocratic institutions are essential to prevent nass
popul ati on di spl acenment,

M ndful that effective inplenentation of the recomendati ons contained in
the Programme of Action should be facilitated and can be ensured only through
cooperation and coordi nated activities undertaken in this respect by al
interested States, intergovernnmental and non-governmental organizations and
ot her actors,

Noting and reaffirm ng the inportance of the 1951 Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees® and its 1967 Protocol,?®

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General?® and the report of
the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees;?

2. Notes the positive results achieved by the Ofice of the United
Nati ons H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the International O ganization for
M gration and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe in the
i mpl enent ati on of the Programe of Action adopted by the Conference and invites
t hese organi zations to continue to steer the ongoing and future activities
relating to the foll owup of the Conference;

8 A/51/341 and Corr.1, annex, appendi x.

4 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545

5 lbid., vol. 606, No. 8791.
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3. Vel cones the efforts of the Governnents of those countries of the

Commonweal t h of | ndependent States that, in cooperation with the Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, the International O ganization
for Mgration, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the
Counci | of Europe, have undertaken practical steps in the inplementation of the
Programme of Acti on;

4. Invites all countries that have not yet done so to accede to and
i mpl enent fully the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its
1967 Protocol

5. Appreciates the efforts made by the Ofice of the United Nations High
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees, the International Oganization for Mgration and the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe to support the
i npl enentati on of the Programme of Action in the countries of the Conmonweal th
of I ndependent States and underlines the necessity of an appropriate response by
the international community to appeals for funds by the Ofice of the United
Nati ons H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees and the International O ganization for
M grati on;

6. Calls upon States and interested international organizations to
provi de appropriate forns and | evels of support for the practical inplenentation
of the Programme of Action in a spirit of solidarity and burden-shari ng;

7. Invites international financial and other institutions to contribute
to the financing of projects and programes within the framework of the
i npl enentati on of the Programe of Action

8. Invites the countries of the Cormmonweal th of Independent States to
intensify bilateral and subregional cooperation in maintaining the bal ance of
commitments and interests in the process |leading up to the inplenmentation of the
Programe of Acti on;

9. Calls upon the Governnents of the countries of the Commonweal th of
I ndependent States to continue to strengthen their conmmtnment to the principles
under pi nning the Programme of Action, in particular human rights and refugee
protection principles, and to |l end high-level political support to ensure
progress in its inplenentation;

10. Enphasi zes the necessity of fulfilling the recomendati ons of the
Programme of Action relating to ensuring respect for human rights as an
i nportant factor in the managenent of migration flows, the consolidation of
denocracy, the rule of law and stability;

11. Urges the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights, in
coordination with the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Ref ugees, the International Organization for Mgration and the O ganization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe, to take into account those elements of the
Programme of Action that are relevant to her mandate;

12. Encourages the invol venent of intergovernnmental and non-gover nnent a
organi zations in the followup to the Conference, inviting themto denonstrate
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stronger support for the process of the nultinational constructive dial ogue
anong a wi de range of the countries concerned and further action with a viewto
the full inplenentation of the reconmendati ons of the Conference;

13. Calls upon the Governnents of the countries of the Commonweal th of
I ndependent States as well as international organizations to further strengthen
their cooperation with non-governnental organizations and increase their
i nvol venent in the inplenmentation of the outcone and foll owup of the
Conf er ence;

14. Asks also the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for
Ref ugees to enhance its relationship with other key international actors, such
as the Council of Europe, the European Conm ssion and other human rights,
devel opnent and financial institutions, in order to better address the w de-
rangi ng and conpl ex issues in the Programre of Action;

15. Recogni zes the inportance of undertaking measures, on the basis of
strict adherence to all of the principles of international |aw including
humani tarian | aw and international human rights standards, to prevent situations
| eading to new fl ows of refugees and di spl aced persons, and other forns of
i nvol untary di spl acenent;

16. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-third session on progress achieved in the inplenentation of the
Programe of Acti on;

17. Decides to continue exam nation of this question at its fifty-third
sessi on under the appropriate agenda item



