UNITED
NATIONS E

Di str.

Economic and Social GENERAL

Councill

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ NGO 34
8 August 1997

ENGLI SH
Original: FRENCH

COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS

Sub- Commi ssi on on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection
of Mnorities

Forty-ninth session

Agenda item 8

PREVENTI ON OF DI SCRI M NATI ON AGAI NST AND THE PROTECTI ON OF M NORI Tl ES

Witten statenent subnmitted by Pax Christi International, a
non- gover nnental organi zation in special consultative status

The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statement,
which is circulated in accordance with Economnmi c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[8 August 1997]

1. Turkey has for many years now been claimng to have becone denocratic in
accordance with the universal standards of denmocracy. It also clains to have
signed nost of the international treaties guaranteeing respect for human
rights, children and society. Turkey, a menber of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organi zation (NATO, the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the United Nations, has a popul ati on of

over 20 mllion Kurds whose legitinate rights are not recognized. More

than 3,000 Kurdish villages have been razed to the ground in a blatant act of
et hni ¢ cl eansi ng.

2. The European Parlianent in its nost recent resolution on the invasion of
south Kurdi stan by the Turkish arny, dated 17 July 1997, condemed the

i nvasi on of 14 May 1997 when nore than 50,000 Turkish soldiers entered Iraq
Kurdi stan; they have not yet conpletely withdrawmm. How can Turkey so easily
violate the territorial integrity of a foreign country, threatening the
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stability of the entire region, violating international |aw and defying
i nternational public opinion? Villages were bonbed in the course of this

operation and civilians killed. In addition, Kurdish refugees from Turkey in
Ni nova, a canp |located in the operations zone, were threatened and deprived of
all humanitarian aid. 1In July, 18 children and 3 elderly people in the canp

died for lack of the food and nedicines supplied by UNHCR. The fact that
journalists are forbidden access to the region reveals the serious nature of
the situation.

3. The European Parlianment, the Council of Europe and the
Inter-Parliamentary Uni on have since their inception adopted numerous

resol utions on the human rights situation in Turkey. The European Uni on has
al so expressed its concern on several occasions. Such statenments have not
subsequently been fully supported by the United Nations, nor have they been
acconpani ed by specific pressures. The situation has thus continued to
deteriorate.

4, The Turkish State, supported by some NATO nenbers, has al so taken
advant age of the consequences of the drugs traffic. The German courts have
confirmed the involvement of high-Ievel Turkish authorities in this traffic
and the anti-mafia comm ssion of the Turkish Parlianment has clearly reveal ed
that the Turkish authorities are inplicated in the international drugs
traffic. According to this conm ssion, nore than $50 billion of drug noney
will mean many nore victinms if the organizers are not arrested and tried.
This noney is especially used to finance the paranilitary forces and, the
60, 000 village “protection agents” and for the purchase of new weapons.

5. If Turkey nmamintains this approach today, it is because the war in
Kurdistan is largely financed with this noney. Does the United Nations have
the neans to prevent Turkey fromfilling its coffers with dirty noney? WI|

the United Nations be able to bring its legal and political weight to bear to
require Turkey to conply with the universal conditions of respect for human
rights?

6. The Kurdi sh question continues to be an essential factor of the
instability which is directly linked to the failure to respect human rights in
Turkey, and even in the Mddle East overall. The last attenpt by the Turkish

army to occupy southern Kurdistan was foiled by the Kurdish resistance, which
once again denonstrated that until the Kurdi sh question is resolved by
peaceful and political neans, the region could at any tine undergo civil war.
The strategic alliance between Turkey, Israel and the United States has given
a new dinmension to the conflict opposing States and particularly at the
mlitary and geopolitical levels in the Mddle East. This spells serious
danger for human rights anmong all the peoples of the region

7. The Turkish State, foiled in southern Kurdistan (northern Iraq), is
attenpting to nmount a canpai gn of provocation, disinformation and repression
agai nst civil and denocratic organi zations in Turkey and el sewhere in the
world. The five sections of the Human Ri ghts Association (IHD) in Ml atya,

Di yarbakir, lzmr, Konya and Balikkesir have been closed down and 31 officials
of the People’s Denocracy Party (HADEP), including its President, M. Bozl ak,
have been given heavy prison sentences. At the present tinme, nore than

150 writers and journalists are in prison. The four Kurdish deputies of the
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Denmocracy Party (DEP) are still in prison. The situation of politica
prisoners is alarmng. |In Septenber 1996, in Diyarbakir, following a mlitary
and police raid on a prison, 10 seriously injured Kurdish prisoners were
beaten to death in hospital. A special conm ssion of the Turkish Parliament

confirmed this crinme against humanity, but to date not one of the persons
responsi bl e has been brought to court.

8. Before the approval of the custons union between Turkey and the

Eur opean Union and its ratification by the European Parliament, on

13 Decenber 1995, Turkey had nmade sone minor changes to its Constitution
considered at the tinme by nany European parliamentarians, by the Kurds and by
public denocratic opinion in Turkey to be “virtual changes”, as was
subsequently confirmed. The European and United States Governnments hope that
a mediumtermintegration and rapprochenment policy, with close cooperation in
the political, economc, nmilitary and di pl omatic spheres, will bring Turkey
cl oser to universal denocratic val ues.

9. The Conmi ssion of the European Union, which had nade a plea for the
custonms union with Turkey in its report of 16 July 1997 on the expansion of

t he European Union, asked that Turkey should not be included anong the

candi date countries since the persistent use of torture, disappearances and
extrajudicial executions despite the Governnment’s reiterated officia
commtnment to put an end to such practices raised the question of the rea
capacity of the civil authorities to supervise the activities of the security
forces and keep them under control

10. The European Parlianment, in its resolution of 13 Decenber 1995, appeal ed
to the Turkish Governnent, the PKK and other Kurdi sh organi zations to use
every available mechanismto find a non-violent and political solution to the
Kurdi sh issue; it asked the PKK to abandon viol ence and requested the Turkish
Government and the Grand National Assenbly to Iift the curfewin force in the
sout h-east and to consider ways of allowing citizens of Kurdish origin to
express their cultural identity while guaranteeing and respecting Turkey’'s
territorial unity.

11. In reply to the PKK' s ceasefire declaration of 15 Decenmber 1995, the

Eur opean Parlianent stated in its resolution of 18 January 1996 that it

wel comed t he announcenent of a unilateral ceasefire by the President of

the PKK, perceiving in it a first positive reaction to its appeal of

13 Decenber 1995; it expressed the hope that the Government of Ankara woul d
see in it a positive contribution to the search for a peaceful solution to the
problemand invited all the Turkish parties concerned to take advantage of the
opportunity offered to study ways and neans of opening up a national dial ogue
with the objective of finding a political and non-violent solution to the
problenms in Turkey’s south-east region

12. Turkey has not kept its promises. It is severely criticized by all the
human rights organi zations. For the first tinme, Ammesty International has
carried out a special seven-nonth canpaign to denounce human rights violations
in Turkey. In the prisons, mlitary posts and police stations torture is
still systematic. The political parties HADEP, HEP, DEP and OZDEP ri sk being
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outl awed. The paramilitary forces have still not been dismantl ed,
di sappearances continue and sunmary executions are routine practice anong the
security forces

13. WIIl M. Yilmaz’s new Governnment be able to keep the prom ses nade to
the United Nations, to the Council of Europe and to Turkish, Kurdish and world
public opinion? WII| Europe really use the international instruments to bring
about denocratic changes in Turkey? Pax Christi International does not ask
the European Parlianment to suspend its relations with Turkey but sinmply to
insist until the Ankara Governnents initiate a process of negotiated solution
to the Kurdi sh question.

14. The war which has existed for 13 years between the Turkish State and the
PKK has already caused the | oss of nore than 30,000 |ives. These figures

i ncrease daily, weakening both Turkish and Kurdi sh society. Turkey is on the
road to social and political chaos. The division between Turks and Kurds is
becom ng nore and nore pronounced.

15. We note that the PKK has on several occasions expressed public support
for a peaceful negotiated solution which respects Turkey's territoria
integrity. During a television debate on 26 June 1997, Abdul | ah Ogal an

Presi dent of the PKK, made the followi ng statenent, aimed particularly at the
i nternati onal organizations: “How many of your decisions - for peace, for
human rights, for a political solution - have we failed to respect? Wat have
you asked that we have not respected? W are really and truly not

responsi ble. Since our people is not represented in the international bodies
and thus has no neans of defending its interests, it does not deserve such
injustice. W would like to discuss together what can be done for our peoples
in Turkey or Kurdistan, counting a significant period of ceasefire. W would
like to explain logically to them wth no strings attached, what road nust be
followed to reach an equitable solution. |In order to stop the blood-letting
in Kurdistan and to ensure peace and stability we expect the United Nations,
as an international organization, to take a firmstand on the crines of the
Turkish State in Kurdistan. The United Nations has | ong experience of finding
political solutions to conflicts which give rise to the nost serious hunman
rights violations. How long is the United Nations going to ignore the

bl oodi est conflict in the Mddle East?”

16. The European Uni on and the European Parlianment have been saying for
nont hs that the Kurdish question in Turkey can only be solved by politica
means. We call upon the United Nations Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to condem the human rights
violations comritted agai nst the Kurds and to invite the Governnents
concerned, and first and forenpost the Governnent of Turkey, to respect their
conmitnments to the United Nations. The Sub-Commi ssion cannot ignore the
plight of the Kurdish people or the human rights tragedy invol ved.



