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POSSI BLE TRADE AND | NVESTMENT | MPACTS OF ENVI RONMVENTAL MANAGENMENT
STANDARDS, PARTI CULARLY THE | SO 14000 SERI ES, ON DEVELCPI NG
COUNTRI ES, AND OPPORTUNI TI ES AND NEEDS IN THI' S CONTEXT

Recommendat i ons adopted by the Expert Meeting

The Expert Meeting on "Possible trade and investnent inpacts of
envi ronnental managenent standards, particularly the |1SO 14000 series, on
devel opi ng countries and opportunities and need in this context", which nmet in
Geneva from 29 to 31 Cctober 1997, focused its work on an examination of
i nternational standards for environnmental managenent systens (EMS), particularly
the 1SO 14001 standard and its trade and investnent inpacts on devel oping
countri es. At its closing neeting, on 31 Cctober 1997, the Expert Meeting
adopted the foll owi ng recomrendations on item 3 of its agenda:

1. Participants considered that EMS standards could be a useful tool to
enhance the environnmental performance of an organi zation, as well as to reduce
costs through a nore efficient use of resources. The experts noted, however,
that the |1 SO 14001 standard had been adopted only recently (Septenber 1996) and
that nore analysis and experience was needed to understand its inplications
fully. There is also a need to share experiences w th devel oping countries,
particularly those where there is still a general Ilack of awareness and
under st andi ng of the |1 SO 14000 standards.
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2. Experts recomended t hat there shoul d be conpl ementarity between vol untary
standards on EMS and regul atory nmeasures. There was a consensus that the |SO
14001 standard shoul d not beconme mandatory.

3. The experts recognized the inportant contribution that international
standards in general can make to facilitate international trade and the
devel opnent process of devel opi ng countries. They al so recogni zed t he i nportance
of enhancing the representation and effective participation of developing
countries in 1SOs work in general, including in the build-up to the revision
of 1SOs EMS standards in 1999. This required financial and technical
assistance, as well as better coordination at the national |evel between
standardi zati on bodi es, the governnent and ot her stakeholders. It may al so be
appropriate for 1SO to review its internal processes to facilitate a wi der
representati on and the effective participation of devel opi ng countri es.

4. Experts recogni zed that voluntary standards, including the |1SO 14001
standard, can have inplications for trade, particularly for devel oping country
exports. While conpliance with the 1SO 14001 standard nay enable certain

conpani es to strengthen market positions, the standard could act as a barrier
to trade for companies that find it difficult or costly to conply with the
standard. Inthis regard, experts recomended t hat appropriate attention should
be paid to national inplenmentation issues as well as to international
cooperation to facilitate EMS i npl enentati on in devel opi ng countri es.

5. Pressures on developing country suppliers to denmpnstrate |1SO 14001
certification could result in barriers to trade and/or detract from the
envi ronnent al obj ectives of setting up an EMS. Conpani es i n devel oped countries
shoul d establish a supportive cooperation with their suppliers in devel oping
countries in the area of EMS i npl ementati on. Transnational corporations (TNCs)
could play an inportant role in this regard.

6. Experts stressed that certification and accreditation should be fair and
rigorous to safeguard the credibility of the I SO 14001 certificate. Devel oping
countries shoul d be assi sted in devel opi ng the necessary infrastructure to all ow
conformity assessnment, certification and accreditation. In doing so, they should
follow the relevant international standards and guides. The Expert Meeting
stressed the inportant role of international recognition. The need for
internationally recognized certification and accreditation system was also
stressed and the work of the Quality System Assessnent and Recognition (QSAR

and the International Accreditation Forum(lAF) was highlighted inthis respect.

Devel opi ng countries should be assisted in identifying the possibilities of

increasing their share in the donmestic and external markets for certification
bodi es and consul tants, including through Sout h-South cooperation.
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7. The Experts recognized that SMEsS in both developed and devel oping
countries may face significant constraints in setting up and mai ntai ni ng an EMS
They stressed the need for positive incentives, including technical assistance.
Experts also stressed the inportance of cooperation between large firms and
SMEs. Simlarly, cooperation between SMES, particularly those inthe same sector
and geographi cal area, could help to reduce the costs of EMS inplenentation

8. Covernnments in devel oping countries face several policy choices in the
context of EMS standards, such as whether to adopt a pilot project approach and
whet her to share part of the cost of EMSinpl enentation with the private sector
Experts recogni zed that Governments could play an inportant role in providing
an enabling environment for the inplenmentation of EMS, particularly in
devel oping countries, for exanple by pronoting the creation of necessary
infrastructure and |l egislation, as well as appropriate incentives.

9. Experts identified a nunber of needs of devel oping countries with regard
to national inplenentation of the ISO 14001 standard. They reconmended t hat
actions ainmed at facilitating EMS inpl enmentation in devel opi ng countries shoul d
focus on: (a) awareness-building anong the concerned stakeholders; (b)
identification of sources and dissemnation of information; (c) creation of
infrastructure, training auditors and consultants; (d) access to and transfer
of environnentally sound technology; (e) assistance in developing and
i mpl enenting related legislation; (f) support for participation in relevant
forums and for sharing experiences with the inplenentation of EMS. The Experts
al so urged the need for special financial and technical assistance for LDCs in
i mpl enentati on of the |1 SO 14001 standard at their national |evels.

10. Experts recomended that enpirical anal yses be carried out, including in
UNCTAD, of the trade inplications of | SO 14000 standards as well as on nationa
i npl enentati on i ssues that nay have a bearing on international trade.



