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Report of the Fourth Cornmittee (Part TT)

Rannnn*arrv" Mr. fbrahim 0. ADDABASHI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)

r. INTRODUCTION

l-" An account of the Fourth Comrittee?s consid.eration of Western Sahara, under
qoorAq r'tam -lo and the related recommendations of the Committee to the GeneralLvls L/9

Assembly are included in part f of the present report (A/36/677).

2. The Fourth Comnittee further consid.ered. item 1! at its 22nd- and 23rd- meetings,
on 15 and 1T November rgBI (see A/C.\/56/SR.ZZ and 23).
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]]. CONS]DERAT]ON OF PROPOSALS

Fourth Comnittee ad.opted. tvo d"raft resolutions and four draft consensuses
to the following six Territories consid.ered" und.er agend.a iten 19:

^ 
f -- \Cocos (IieeIing) Islands

St " Helena

Gibraltar

Tokelau

Unitecl States r/irgin fslernd-s

American Samoa
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An account of the Committeers consideration of the draft resolutions and the d"rafi
consensuses is given in subsections A to F bel-ow.

).r. At the 23rd meeting, on lJ November, the Chairmand-rer.r attention to statements
submitted by the Secretary-General (l/C.\/26/i,.fB ancl L.2l+), in accordance with
ru-lc 153 of the rules of proced-ure of the General Assembly, concerning the
administrative and. financial irnplications relating, inter afia, to the draft
proposals referred to in paragraph 3 B, D to F above.

q n + 41^n oana meeting, the Rapporteur of the Special Committee on the Situation). 4U Utrg DOr119

r,rith regard" to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Tndependence
to Colonial Countries and. PeopJ,es introduced. chapters XXVII and XXVIII of the
renort of the Snecial Committee relating respectively to the questions of Tokel-au
and American Samoa (a/Se/zS (Part VTT)) and d-rerr attention to the reports of the
United" Nations visiting nissions to thc tr,ro Terriiories (A/AC "LO9/679 and Ad-d-.f and
L/Ac.to9 /5Bo) .

A. Cocos (Keeling) fslands_

6. On )+ November, a d.raft consensus concerning the Cocos (Keel-ing) Isl-ands
(u/c.\ /55/r.12) rras circulated"

7 " At its 23rd meeting, on lf November, the Fourth Cornmittee adopted draft
consensus A/C"l+/36/L.12 r.rithout objection (see para, L7, draft consensus I).

B. St. Helena

B. On 4 Novembere a draft consensus concerning
circulated..

st" Hefena (t/c.\/26/t.13) vas

I\Jorramtrar ^ f ho Fouf th9 vrru r v!

ohioetio., (see nara.v!vrl \

C. Gibraltar

10. On 10 ltrovember, a draft consensus concerning Gibraltur (l/C.l+/56/r.23) rqas

circulated.

9" At its 2Jrd meeting, on 1T
consensus p,/c .\ / S5 /L.13 r'ri-bhout

11, At its 23rd meetin3, on 1J
consensus a/c "\ /56/L.23 rrithout

I\Tnrrembor. t-ho tr'ourth
9 vrrv fv

oh i eet'i on ( see nara "vvJve ulvrr \

D. Tokelau

Committoc adontod draft
17, draft consensus fI).

Consnittee adopted draft
1?" d,raft consensus III)

L2" At its 2lrd" meeting, on I7 trlovember, the Fourth Comrnittee ad.opted., r,rithout
objection, the d.raft consensus concerning Tokelau contained in paragraph 12,of
nha ntc,r XKVTT of *hn ronort nf the Snoeia-l committec (l/56/ZZ (eart VII )) ( see
LllaLJUUf rl,vr v v+

r\Arn - 17 . rlraft conscnsus It/).rr) *+ 

/.."
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tr. United. States Virgin fslands

13. At the 22nd. meeting, on 15 November, the Chairman drev attention to a draft
resolution concerning the United States Virgin lsland"s (l/C.t+/$/f.V and Corr.t),
r,rhich vas finafly sponsored. by the fol-lowing lr{enber States: Australia, Bahamas_,
Dennark, Fi.'ii, Ivory Coast, J_?4aice, J,q.pan, Nev Zeal-and, papufG-Enea, sq4p-a,
Sol-omon Islands and Vanuatu.

th. At its 23rd, rnecting, on 17 lrTovember, the Fourth Committee adopted. draft
resolution A/C.l+/16/t.17 and. Corr.1 without objection (sce para. 16, draft
rcsolutl_on f J.

F. American Samoa

15. At its 23rd meeting, on 17 November, the Fourth Corunittee adopted without
objection, the draft resolution concerning American Samoa eontained. in paragraph 13
of chapter XXVIII of the report of the Special Committee (A/36/n (partVII))
(scc para. f6, draft resolution If).

IIr. RECOIvIIUENDATTONS 0F THE FOURTH COMI'4ITTEE

f5. The Fourth Committee recorrnerrd,s to the General- Assembly the ad.option of the
folJ-owing draft resolutions ;

DRAFT RESOLUTIOI{ I

Qucstion of the United States Virgin Island.s

The General Assembly,

Having considered. the question of the United. States Virgin Island.s,

Ilaving ercamined the relevant chapters of the report of the Special Conrmittee
on thc Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Decl-aration on the
Granting of Ind.ependence to Col-cnial Countries and. Peopl-es, l-/

Recalling its resolution 151h (XV) of 1\ Decembcr L96O, containing the
Declaration on the Granting of Ind,ependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and
all other resolutions and- deeisions of the United. Nations relating to the United
States Virgin Island.s,

l{oting the active co-operation given by the adminj-stering Pover, both through
its participation in the worli of the Special Committee and through its willingness
to receive visiting missions to small Territories und.er its administration,

A A/36/n (Part II), chaps. III and IV, and A/36/23 (Part V), chap. XXrIr.
It.""
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i{aving heard the statement of the administering Potrer, il

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special Cornmittee on the
Sii;uation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Ind.epend.ence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the United. States Virgin

- ^rrslands; J/

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the United States Virgin
Islands to self:d.etermination and independence in accord.ance with the Declaration
on the Granting of Ind,ependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

3. Regffirns its conviction that questions of territorial size, geographical
location, size of population and limited natural resources should in no way d.elay
the speedy inplementation of the Declaration vith respect to the Territory;

)+. Requests the Government of the United States of America, as the
adninisterirU:orer, to take all necessary measures, in consultation with the
freely elected representatives of the people of the United States Virgin Islands'
to ocped.ite the pio".=" of the decolonization of the Territory in accord.ance rvith
the relevant provisions of the Charter of the Uniced Nations and the Decl-aration
contained in General- Asserrbly resolution 151)+ (XV);

j. Reaffirms that it is the obligation of the administering Power, in
consultation vith the freely elected representatives of the people of the
Territory, to inform the local people of the possibilities open to them in the
cxcrcise of their inalienable right to self-d.etermination and independence and to
enable them to exercise that right freely and vithout interference in accordance
r+i'bh General Asse:nbly resolution l-51)+ (XV):

6. Reaffirms that the administering Power has the responsibility for taking
such measures as wifl- ensurc the preservation of the id.cntity and cultural heritage
of the pcople of the Tcrritory;

7. Urges the administering Power, in consultation with the freely electec
representatives of the people of the United. States Virgin Islands, to safeguard the
inalienable right of the people of the Territory to the enjoyment of their natural
resources by taking effective measures which guarantee the right of the people to
or.rn anil dispose of those resources and to establish and maintain control over their
future d,evelopment;

B. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering; Power, und.er the Charter,
for the economic an6 social development of the United- States Virgin Islands and, in
this regard, notes that, although iteaay economic progress has continued in the
Tor r-itorw- esreer'el'lrr -in the area of service industries, there are still- probleras
IUIIauvf J, vpl/vers+f

ghich need to be resolved-, includ.ing those relating to unemployment and the
infrastructure;

7/ a/c "h/:6/sn.1)+, paras. 1-8.

3/ An6/8 (Part v), chap. xxrlr.
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9 " Nolg!_ the sustained efforts of diversification und.ertaken by the
territorial Government and urges the administering Power, acting in co-operation
r'rith the Government of the United States Virgin Isl-ands " to strengthen the econony
of the Territory by, wherever lossible, taking ad-ditional measures of
d"iversification in all fields I

10. Requests the administering Power to continue to enlist the assistance of
the specialized, agencies and other organizations of the United Nations systern in
the development and. strengthening of the economy of thc Territory;

11. Requests the Special- Committee to continue the examination of this
question at its next session, inctud.ing the possible dispatch of a further visiting
mission to the United. States Virgin fslands at an appropriate time and in
consul-tation with the ad-rninistering Power, and to report thereon to the General
Asscmbly at its thirty-scventh session.

DRAFT RESOLUTION TI

Question of American Samoe

The General Assernbl_y,

Having consid.ered" the question of American Samoa,

Hryr}g_Sxarnfggg_ the relevant chapters of the report of the Speeial Conmittee on
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Ind,epend.ence to Colonia-l Countries and Peoples, [/

Reca1ling its resolution 15f)+ (XV) of li+ Decmber I95O, containing thc
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and
all other resolutions and. decisions of the United, Nations relatine to American
Samoa,

Iqki4g into account the statement of the administering Pover relating to
d,evelopments in American Samoa, 5/

Conscious of the need. to promote progress tovards the full implementation of
the Declaration in respect of American Samoa,

I'ielcoming the activc participation of the administerin3 Power in the related
r.rork of the Special. Conrmittee and expressing the hope that this co-operation r,rill
be strengthened- further so as to accelerate progress tor,rards the fuIl implemcntation
of the Declaration in respect of American Samoa,

Hqrrr'no avam!11sfl the report of the United- Ilations Visiting l4ission dispatchedr.\4 v rtrb v+4u

"o th@pJy l.9}'" 6/

A/36/8 (Part II), ehap. IrI, and A/36/23 (eart VIr), chap. ffVlrr.
L/C.)+ /36/SR.rh, paras " 1-8.
L/AC .Lo9 /679 and Add .1 .

L/
>l

Zr
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Ar'rare of the speciar circumstances of the geographical l-ocation and economic
conO-iTf6ns of American Samoa and stressing the necessity for diversifying the
Territoryos economy as a matter of priority in ord.er to reduce its dependence on
fluctuating economic activities,

1. AppfgveE- the report of the United ldations Visiting Mission to American
Samoa and end-orses the observations, concl-usions and recommendations contained

. 
-lrnerer-ni | /

2. Also aotroves--=-:=---Situation vith rcgard- to
Indcpendence to Colonial

the chapter of the report of the Special Courmittee on the
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Countries and Peoples relating to American Samoa; B/

3. Reaffinns the inalienable right of the people of American Samoa to
self-d-etermination ancl independ.ence in conformity with the Declaration on the
Granting of Ind-ependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

)+. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial size, geographical
location, size of population and limited natural resourccs should in no way delay
the speedy implementation of'bhe Dectaration, which fully applies to the Territory;

j. Erurg""gs it" appre to the members of the Visiting Mission for the
constructive work accomplished and to the administering Porrer and. the Govern:nent
and people of American Samoa for the co-operation and assis'bance extended to the
l.{ission;

6. !.gllg__Wn the Goverrirnent of the United States of Arnerica, as the
administering Power, to take all neeessary steps, taking into account the freely
expressed. wishes of the people of American Samoa, to expedite the process of
d.ecolonization of thc Territory in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Charter of the United. tdations and the Declaration;

7. Reaffirms that it is the responsibility of the administering Power to
ensure that the peopte of American Samoa are kept fu11y informed of their
inalienable rieht to self-determination and independence" in accorilance with the
Declaration contained in General Assembly resolution 151h (XV) of 1l+ Decenber 1950;

B" Reaffirms further the responsibility of the administering Power for the
economic and" social development of the Teritory;

9. Calls upon the acliirinistering Porrer to tahe at1 possible steps to
strengihen and dFersify the economy of American Samoa and. to work out concrete
progranmes of assistance and economic development for the Territory;

^lt1lrg", paras" J44--J Iu.

A/36/23 (Part VIT), chap" X)O/III.
ll

ir
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10. Urges the administering Power to continue to foster close relations and
co-operation between the people of the Teritory and. the neighbouring island
corurunities;

i1. gfge,g- the adninisteri.ng Power, in co-operation with the freely elected
representatives of American Samoa, to safeguard. the inalienable right of the
people of the Territory to the enjoyment of their natural resources by taking
cffcctive measures vhich guarantee the right of the people to own and dispose of
those resources and to establish and maintain control- over their future d,evelopment;

].2. Requests the Special Conmittee to continue the examination of this
question at its next session, including the possible d-ispatch of a further visiting
mission to American Samoa at an appropriate time and in consultation with the
administering Powero and to report to the General Assenbly at its thirty-seventh
session on the impl-ementation of the nresent resolution.

i.l ;i i3

L'f . The Fourth Conmittee al-so recomrnend.s to the General Assmbly the adoption of
the following draft consensuses:

DRAFT CONSENSUS T

Question of the Cocos (Keefing) Islands

The General Assembly, having exanined the relevant chapters of the report of
the Special Coumittee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Ind.ependence to Colonial. Countries and Peoples, il
and having heard. the staternent of the representative of Austral-ia rel-ating to
the Cocos (Keefine) Island.s, W notes with appreciation the continuing co-operation
of the Govern:nent of Australia, as the adninistering Por^rer, with regard. to the
implonentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Ind"ependence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assenbly resolution 15Il+ (XV) of
1l+ Dccerrber 1960. TLre GeneraL Assembly notes with interest tlre continuing
eolomitment of the adminis-bering Power to ensure the political, social, economic and
educational advancernent of the people of the Territory so that they nay be abIe, as
quickly as possible, to exercise fulJ-y their inalienable rights. The General
Assonbly reaffirms that it is ihe responsibility of the administering Power to
crcate conditions und.er r.rhich the people of the Territory r^rill be able freely to
clctermine their own future in eonformity with resolution 1511+ (XV) and other
relcvant resol-utions of the Assenbly. The General Assmbly velcomes the continuing
villingness of the administering Power to receive visiting missions in the Cocos
(Keeline) Islands and. requests the Special Comnittee, in co*operation with the
adininistering Powe:r, to continue to work toward.s the irnplementation of the
Declaration with respect to the Territory ancl to report thereon to the Assenbly
at its thirty-seventh session.

2/ MZeln (Part rr)" chap. rrr, and. t/16/zZ (Part v), chap. xrrr.
U! A/c.t+/s51ss.16, paras. 12-19.
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DRAFT CONSENSUS I]

Question of St. Helena

The General Assembly, having examined the relevant chapters of the report of
the Special Cornmittee on thc Situation with regard. to the Implementation of thc
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 1l/
and having heard the statement of the representative of the United. Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ircland, 12 as the aclninistering Power, reaffirns the
inalienable right of the people of St. Helena to self-d.etermination and" independence
in conformity vith the Decl-aration on the Granting of Ind.ependence to Colonial
Countries and, Peoples, contained in Assembly resolution 151h (XV) of
fl+ December 1950. The General Assernbly notes the cornmitment of the Govern:nent of
the United" I(ingd.om to respect the r.rishes of the people of the Territory in relation
to their ad.vance tovards sel-f-d.etermination and, in this regard' urges the
administering Power to continue to take all necessary steps to ensure, in
consultation r^rith the freely elected representatives of the people of St. I{elena,
the speedy implementation of the Declaration in respeet of this Territory. The
General Assernbly further notes the commitment of the Government of the United
I(ingd.om to carry out a policy aimed at implementing Assenibly decision 35/l+O9 ot
11 i$overrber 1980 and reaffirms that continued development assistance from the
administering Por,rer, in conjunction with any assistance that the international
community might be abl-e to provid.e, constitutes an important means of d.eveloping
the social and economic potential of the Territory. fn this connexion, the General
Assembly notes that a mxrber of infrastructure and cornmunity projects aimed at
improving the generaf welfare of the community are continuing and that the
administering Power is encouraging l-ocaf initiative and enterprise. The General
Assembtv ea.tts rrpon the administering Power to continue to provid.e fu1l support for
such activities. The General Assembly further notes the positive attitude of the
adririnistering Power with respect to the question of rcceiving visiting missions and
requests the Chairman of the Special Comrnittee to continue his consul-ta'bions in
this regard. with a vier,r to d.ispatching such a mission to St. He1ena, as appropriate.
The General Assembly requests the Special Conmittee, in con-binued co-operation
wi'bh the administering Por,rer, to examine this question at its next session and to
report thereon to the Assernbly at its thirty-seventh session.

DRAFT CONSENSUS III

Question of Gibraltar

The General Assembly, noting that the Govern:nents of Spain and. the United
Kingd.om of Great Britain and. Northern Ireland signed a d.eclaration on 10 April 1980

at Lisbon, D/ intending, in accordance with the relevant resol-utions of the

Lt/ A/36/23 (Part rr), chap. rrr, and A/36/23 (Part v), chap. xv.

ril A/c.\/16/sn"1), paras. 28-31.

t3l see L/AC.Io9/603, para. 13.
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United" Nations, to resolve the problan of Gibraltar, agreeing to that end to start
negotiations aimed at overcoming all- the d.ifferences be'br,recn then on Gibraltar,
agreeing also to the re*establishment of d.irect communications in the region, the
Governrnent of Spain having d.ecid-ed. to suspend. the application of the measures at
present in force, and. both Goverrunents agreeing to base future co-operation on
rcci.procity and fuIl equality 61' rightse urges both Goverrunents to make possible
thc initiation of the negotiations as envisaged. in the consensus ad.opted. by the
Assembly on 1l+ December 1973, th/ witn the object of reaching a lasting solution to
the problem of Gibraltar in the light of the rel-evant resolutions of the Assembly
ancl in the spirit of the Charter of the United- Natio'ns.

DRAFT CONSENSUS W

Qgestion of Tokelau

The General Assmbly, having examined the refevant chapters of the report of
the Special Comrnittee on the Situation with regard. to the Implmentation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Tnd.epcndence to Colonial Countries and. Peoples, !2/
as well as the report of the United. Nations Visiting Mission which was dispatched.
-bo the Territory in June l-981, !6tl and, having heard. the statment of the
representativc of lTel^r Zealand. with regard. to Tokel.a;r, g/ notes with appreciation
the constructive work accomplished. by the members of the Visiting Mission, as r.rell
as the cl-ose co-operation extended. to the Mission by the administering Power, the
fon s- (councils) ana the people of Tohelau. In this regard., the General Assembly
commend.s the conclusions and. recommend.ations of the Visiting Mission t8/ to tfre
Government of New Zea1and." as the administering Power, and to the people of
Tokelau for their eonsideration. The General Assembly reaffirms the inalienable
right of the people of Tokelau to self-determination in conformity with the
Declaration on the Granting of fnd.epend"ence to Colonial Countries and. Peoples,
contained in Assernbly resolution 151h (XV) of 1\ December 1960, and reaffirms
further that it is the responsibility of the administering Power to keep the people
of Tokel-au fully informed- of this right. fn this regard, the General Assenbly
notes that the people of the Territory have expressed. the view that, at the present
time, they d.o not wish to review the nature of the existing relationship between
Tokelau and New Zealand. The General Assembly welcomes the administering Powerts
assurances that it will continue to be guid.ed. solely by the vishes of the people of
Tokelau as to the future status of the Territory. fhe General Assembly also
notes that the adminis'bcring Poi,rer has assured. the people of Tokel-au of its
continuing assistance in the cvent that they shoul-d desire to change their status.
fhe General Assembly calls upon the administering Por,rer to continue its programme

1l+/ Olficial Record.s of ,!tre General Assenrb]-y, fvenily:eighth Session,
Suppl-ement No. 39 (a/go:o), p" 111, iten 23.

15/ L/36/23 (Part rI), chap. r]r, and L/36/23 (Part VII), chap. xxvll.
y! A/ 

^c 
.Lo9 / 68o.

X/ t/c.I+ /25/sn.zs.

9 alrc "Io9 / 68o e paras " 336498 .
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of potitical education vithin ihe context of its efforts to ensure the preservation
of i;he id.entity and cultural heritage of the people of Tokelau. The General
Asserably recognizes that the econornic development of Tokel-au is an important
r-tcnrr-nt" in the nrocess of self-determination" The General Assembly notes the
eontinrrinp- efforts of the administering Power to promote the economic development
of the Territorv and the measures it has taken to safeguard. and guarantee the
rights of the peoples of Tokefau to al-L their natural resources and the benefits
clerived therefrom. fn this regard, the General Assenbl]'notes that, in accordance
r.rith the rrishes of the people of Tokelauo legislation came into foree on
I Anril tqBO establishing a 2OO-nil-e exclusive economic zone for the Teffitory.
Thc General Assembly is of the opinion that the administering Power should continue
to expand its progra:rne of budgetary support and development aid. to the Territory.
The General Assembly requests the Special Conmittee to eontinue to examine this
qucstion at its next session in the light of the find.ings of the Visiting Mission'
inctud.j.ng thc possible d.ispatch of a further visiting mission to Tokelau" as
appropriate and in consultation with the adninistering Powen, anil to report
thereon to the Assernbly at its thirty-seventh session"


