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Draft decision: Paraguay*

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling the decisions of the Third Regional CCD Conference for Latin
America and the Cari bbean (Havana, March 1997), in particular the adoption of
a Regional Action Programme which is the result of the work started at the
First and Second Regi onal Conferences (Buenos Aires, January 1996, and Mexico,
June 1997) (docunent |CCD/COP(1)/7 on urgent action for Africa and interim
measures in other regions: conpilation of information),

Enphasi zing the fact that this initiative is in clear response to the
mandat e of the Convention and to the requests contained in Agenda 21

Recogni zi ng that anong the objectives of the Regional Action Progranme
is the need to integrate the work that international agencies carry out so as
to facilitate the work at the national |evel by governnental and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons,

*  On behalf of the Goup of Latin American and Cari bbean Countri es.
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Recal ling that another main objective of the Regional Action Progranme

is to devel op and strengthen the Regi onal Coordinating Mechanism established

in article 7 of the regional annex to the Convention
Recal ling that a Regional Executive Conmittee conposed of the Bureau
el ected on an annual basis at the Regional Conference will be assisted by a

Regi ona

Coordinating Unit based at the Regional Ofice for Latin America and

the Cari bbean of UNEP in Mexico,

Deci des:

to endorse the agreenents nade by the Parties of the Latin America
and the Caribbean region and to encourage themto strengthen and
wi den their national and regional efforts in support of the

i npl enmentati on of the Convention

to encourage those countries which have still not done so to
ratify or accede to the Convention and to engage in the regiona
process;

to request the Executive Secretary to provide all support as
necessary for the effective and efficient functioning of the

regi onal action programe and coordi nati ng mechani sm

to encourage the Latin Anerica and Cari bbean region to expand its
efforts to coll aborate and exchange experiences with the other
regi ons of the Convention in order to gradually devel op a CCD

i nterregi onal programe.



