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ADCPTI ON OF RECOMMVENDATI ONS TO THE CONFERENCE
AND OTHER DECI SI ONS AND CONCLUSI ONS REQUI RI NG
ACTI ON BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

Draft decisions recommended by the Committee on Science and
Technol ogy for adoption by the Conference of the Parties

The Comm ttee on Science and Technol ogy reconmrends to the Conference of
the Parties the adoption of the followi ng draft decisions:
DRAFT DEC SI ON |
Traditional know edge

The Conference of the Parties

Noting the report of the secretariat contained in | CCOY COP(1)/CST/5 on
nmodal ities and timng of the work of the Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy
on inventories of research and traditional know edge, and research priorities;

1. Encourages Parties and observers to collate information they have
respecting the use of traditional and |ocal technol ogy, know edge, know how
and practices and to provide reports not exceeding five pages in length on
such topic to the secretariat no later than 31 Decenber 1997;

2. Encourages Parties and observers to include in such reports
i nformati on and comments on the overall role of traditional and | ocal
technol ogy and how it mght be |inked to nmodern technol ogy, and al so on the
rol e of non-governmental and community-based organi zations in the gathering of
information related to, and in the application of, traditional and | ocal
t echnol ogy, know edge, know how and practi ces;
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3. Requests the secretariat to prepare a synthesis of such reports to
subnmit for consideration at the second session of the Conmttee on Sci ence and
Technol ogy;

4. Requests the Committee on Science and Technol ogy at its second

session to allocate a full additional day, and with the participation of

i nternational, regional and subregi onal organizations, non-governmnenta

organi zations and conmuni ty-based organi zation representatives, to allow for a
review of the report of the secretariat and discussion of the topic and to
reach concl usi ons and reconmendati ons;

5. Invites Parties and observers, where possible, to make
contributions on a subregional or regional basis on this topic during the
second session of the Conmittee.

DRAFT DECI SION | |
Draft work programme of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy

The Conference of the Parties
1. Decides that at each session the Commttee on Sci ence and

Technology will address in depth a priority issue relating to the
i npl enentation of the Convention and further decides that the first such issue
to be dealt with at the second session of the Conmittee on Science and
Technol ogy will be traditional know edge
2. Al so decides that the work programme for the second session of the

Committee shall include the other topics on the agenda for the first session
of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy;

3. Invites Parties to subnmit proposals in witing to the secretari at
no later than 31 Decenber 1997 on topics for inclusion in the agenda of the
second session of the Conmittee on Sci ence and Technol ogy.

DRAFT DECI SION |1 ]
Roster of Independent Experts

The Conference of the Parties

Having reviewed the proposed roster of independent experts
(1CCDCOP(1)/6 and Add. 1) prepared by the secretariat in accordance with
deci sion 10/ 11 based on submi ssions fromParties by diplomatic channel s;

1. Requests Parties to supplenent their subm ssions to the

secretariat for inclusion in the roster to ensure that under-represented areas
are addressed in particul ar by:
(a) maki ng the roster nore bal anced in terns of gender representation;
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(b) ensuring better representation of relevant disciplines,
particularly in the areas of anthropol ogy and soci ol ogy, health sciences,
| egi sl ation, mcrobiology and trade;

(c) i ncreasi ng representation of experts from non-governnental and
i nternational organizations;

2. Al so requests Parties who have not yet submtted experts for the
roster to do so as a matter of urgency;

3. Requests the secretariat to ensure that the roster be made
available in electronic form as well as through the regular channels of the
United Nations system for the purpose of facilitating the exchange of
i nformation;

4, Further requests the secretariat to distribute a paper copy of the

roster to Parties on an annual basis.
DRAFT DECI SION |V

QG her_bodies performng work simlar to that envi saged
for the Committee on Science and Technol ogy

The Conference of the Parties

Taking note of the reports of the secretariat contained in
docunents A/ AC. 241/ 67 and |1 CCDY COP( 1)/ CST/ 4 on ot her bodi es performng work
simlar to that envisaged for the Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy;

1. Invites CGovernnents to suppl ement the information contained in

such reports by submtting in witing to the secretariat the nanes and
rel evant informati on on additi onal organi zations, whether national,
subregional or regional for addition to such lists by 31 Decenber 1997;

2. Requests the secretariat to consolidate the information contai ned
in docunents A/ AC 241/ 67 and | CCDY COP( 1)/ CST/ 4;

3. Requests the secretariat to report to the second session of the
Conference with a consolidated report, including the additional information
recei ved;

4, Requests the secretariat to nmake the information available in

electronic form as well as through the regul ar channels of the United Nations
system for the purpose of facilitating the exchange of infornation.
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DRAFT DECI SI ON V
Benchnarks and i ndi cators

The Conference of the Parties

Recal | ing decision 10/9 of the Intergovernnental Negotiating
Committee (INCD);

Noting with appreciation the reports contained in | CCOY COP(1)/ CST/ 3 and
Add. 1 containing the conmments of | NCD nenbers on the status of indicators, the
comments of organi zations on the work currently under way, and the el enents
for a method to determ ne inpact indicators;

Recalling also the infornal process initiated by the secretariat in

accordance with decision 9/12 of the I NCD and continued pursuant to
deci sion 10/9 whi ch brought together international, regional and subregional
organi zati ons, non-governmental organi zations and interested | NCD nenbers in
t he exam nation of benchrmarks and indicators relevant to the Conventi on;

1. Requests Covernnents to initiate testing of the inplenentation
indicators identified in A/VAC 241/ Inf. 4, as revised by
| CCDY COP( 1)/ CST/ 3/ Add. 1;

2. Further requests Covernnents to report on the utility of such

i npl enentation indicators and the practicality of using those indicators in
national reporting to the third session of the Conference of the Parties

3. Appoints , in accordance with paragraph 3 of article 24, an ad hoc
panel to be conposed of ten experts to be nomnated in accordance with the
procedures ! provided for the establishment of ad hoc panels (I CCY QOP(1)/2)
to act as a steering committee to oversee the continuation of such infornal
process;

4. Encourages the participants in such process to intensify their
cooperation and col I aboration in the work on benchmarks and indicators in the
furtherance of the ains and objectives of the Convention;

5. Requests the interimsecretariat, in consultation with the ad hoc
panel once constituted, to continue such informal process for the purpose of
revi ewi ng the methodol ogy for inpact indicators contained in
| CCOY COP( 1)/ CST/ 3/ Add. 1, and for the purpose of determ ning how the
nmet hodol ogy coul d be carried out and whether it could be recomrended for use
to the Conference of the Parties

!Adopted with a reservation of Spain.
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6. Invites Parties and observers to provide comments in witing by
31 Decenber 1997 to the secretariat on the proposed net hodol ogy for inpact
indicators to be used in the informal process;

7. Requests the ad hoc panel to report on its work to the second
session of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy at the second session of
the Conference of the Parties.

DRAFT DECI SION M

Survey and eval uation of existing networks, institutions,
agenci es _and bodi es

The Conference of the Parties

Recalling the requirenents of article 25 of the Conventi on,

Noting the recommendati ons of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy
with respect to the terns of reference and the nost suitable contractor for
the work contenplated in article 25 of the Convention;

1. Decides to adopt the ternms of reference for the work attached in
Annex | ;
2. Approves the proposal of the United Nati ons Environnent

Programme (UNEP), on behalf of itself and a consortium of nenbers, contained
in | CCOY COP(1)/CST/ 2/ Add. 1 for the amount proposed, plus 13 per cent progranmre
support costs, and requests the head of the secretariat to enter into any
necessary contractual arrangenents on behal f of the Conference of the Parties
for conpletion of the work within the franework of the attached terns of

ref erence;

3. Requests UNEP to include the participation of any other
organi zation qualified and able to contribute to the work contenplated in the
proposal , provided that such organi zation indicates its interest to UNEP no
| ater than 15 Decenber 1997;

4. Requests Parties, signatories to the Convention and interested
organi zations including the dobal Environnment Facility to contribute to the
Trust Fund established by United Nations General Assenbly resolution 47/188
for the purpose of funding the work contenpl ated by this decision.
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Annex.

DRAFT TERVE OF REFERENCE AND PRCPCSED CRGANI ZATI ON OF WORK TO BE
UNDERTAKEN ON NETWORKI NG OF | NSTI TUTI ONS, AGENC ES AND BCODI ES

1. Phases

Recogni zing that a conplete inventory and eval uation of all networks,
institutions, agencies and bodies will be a |l engthy process, it is proposed
that the work plan of the survey and evaluation activity of the Conmttee on
Sci ence and Technology will need to be broken into three phases (A AC 241/ 66
para. 7), nanely:

(a) Identification of the principal potential units, particularly
net wor ks;

(b) A pilot, in-depth survey evaluation of the potential units in a
particul ar regi on and subregion;

(c) Replication of the pilot survey and eval uation of units in other
regi ons and subregi ons.

In all three phases, the units surveyed and eval uated w || include
governnental , intergovernmental, non-governnental, acadenic and other private
sector entities.

Pursuant to the proposed programme of work outlined above, the
Conference of the Parties, upon the recommendati on of the Committee on Science
and Technol ogy, requires the contractor to carry out the prelimnary survey
and eval uation of potential units, particularly existing networks and to
suggest a met hodol ogy for carrying out the second and third phases, for
consi deration at the third session of the Commttee on Sci ence and Technol ogy.
2. Tasks expected to be conpleted by the contractor

(a) Identify the principal existing networks relevant to the effort to
conbat desertification and their role in areas such as information collection
and exchange, research, technol ogy transfer, benchmarks and indicators,
capaci ty-building, policy fornmulation and | ocal -1evel activities;

(b) Describe the actual conponents (including structure, node of
operation and w llingness and capacity to contribute to the work of the
Convention) as well as categories of users, and map their geographica
di stribution;

(c) Enurmerate the infornmation needs of actual and potential users and
the extent to which such needs are being net in relation to the provision of
articles 16 to 19 of the Convention;
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(d) Identify and describe the |Iinkages anong the principal networks,
i ncl udi ng gaps and possi bl e overl aps;

(e) El aborate the purposes, nmethods and benefits of strengthening
networks at various |evels;

(f) Devel op criteria by which institutions, agencies and networks wl |
be evaluated in terns of their capacity and effectiveness in contributing to
the inplementation of the Convention;

(9) Suggest :

(i) Met hods and candi dat e regi ons and subregi ons for in-depth

pi |l ot surveys;

(ii) A practical cost-effective nmethodology to pernit the
Conmmi ttee on Sci ence and Technol ogy to update the
i nventory of networks on a regul ar basis;

(iii) A strategy by which a gl obal network of networks,
institutions, agencies and bodi es can be established for
t he purpose of supporting the inplenentation of the
Conventi on.

Cont r act

Wthin the framework of these terns of reference, the head of the
secretariat is authorized to conclude a contract with the organi zati on or
organi zations chosen to conplete the work in accordance with its or their
proposal . The contract shall provide for the work to start once sufficient
funds for the conpletion of the work have been received in accordance with the
deci sion of the Conference of the Parties for the anount specified in the
proposal . The contract shall contain such other ternms and conditions,

i ncluding for the supervision of the contract and the node of paynent, as the
head of the secretariat shall consider appropriate.



