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LETTER DATED 3 NOVEMBER 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF THE LI BYAN ARAB JAMAHI RI YA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED
TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| ampleased to transmt to you herewith the text of a statement issued on
31 Cctober 1997 by the General People's Committee for External Conmunication and
I nternational Cooperation. The statenent deals with the announcenment by the
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs of the United Ki ngdom
that the Secretaries-Ceneral of the United Nations, the O ganization of African
Unity and the League of Arab States have been invited to send del egations to
Scotl and to observe the Scottish judicial systemat first hand.

| should be grateful if you would have this statenent issued as an officia
docunment of the Security Council

(Signed) Abuzed Orar DORDA
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Statenent issued by the General People's Commttee for
Ext ernal Communi cation and International Cooperation

The General People's Committee for External Conmunication and Internationa
Cooperation has noted that there have recently been various attenpts to divert
the attention of world opinion away fromthe growi ng nomentum and support that
have accrued to the efforts and initiatives of a nunber of international and
regi onal organi zations seeking to find a just and expeditious solution to the
Lockerbie affair. Certain parties are endeavouring to cause those efforts and
initiatives to mscarry and to distort their contents. For exanple, the
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs of the United Ki ngdom
has announced that he has invited the Secretaries-General of the United Nations,
the Organization of African Unity and the League of Arab States to send high-
| evel delegations to Scotland to observe the Scottish judicial systemat first
hand and to discuss arrangenents for trying the Libyan suspects in Scotl and.

The Secretary of State has overl ooked the fact that the Libyan authorities
are not opposed to the two suspects being tried in Scotland. However, there are
serious legal and practical difficulties involved. For exanple, the Libyan
Crimnal Code, which was promul gated as | ong ago as 1953, prohibits the
extradition of Libyan citizens. Furthernore, the solicitors of the accused nen
object to their clients being handed over to the United Kingdomor the United
States of Anerica, and have threatened to bring | egal action against the Libyan
State in the event that it should hand over the two nen in question to either of
those countries. For these reasons, there have been many initiatives and
suggestions ained at determining a neutral location where the trial could take
pl ace.

Li bya does not doubt the honesty or fairness of the Scottish judicial
system This particular matter, however, has given rise to biased publicity
canpaigns carried on in the media and through statenents nmade by senior
officials in the countries concerned. The result has been a social and
psychol ogical climate that is | oaded agai nst the two suspects, who have
effectively been convicted in advance. This nmeans that there is no possibility
that they would be given a fair and inpartial trial in Scotland, especially
since Scottish courts use the jury system which requires that all jurors nust
be unbi ased and not personally prejudi ced agai nst the accused. Moreover, there
are serious grounds for regarding the accusati on against the suspects, who are
hel d to have been responsible for the Lockerbie incident, as unsound.

International and regional organizations have observed the circunstances
surrounding this affair, and have put forward vari ous suggesti ons and
initiatives designed to ensure that the two suspects receive a fair and
inmpartial trial at a neutral location not in the United States of America or the
United Kingdom The nost recent of these initiatives was the joint letter of
19 June 1997 fromthe Secretary-General of the League of Arab States and the
Secretary-Ceneral of the Oganization of African Unity to the President of the
Security Council. That letter contained the follow ng three options:
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- Hold the trial of the two suspects in a third and neutral country to
be determ ned by the Security Council;

- Have the two suspects tried by Scottish judges at the Internationa
Court of Justice in The Hague, in accordance with Scottish | aw;

- Est abl i shment of a special crimnal tribunal at the Internationa
Court of Justice headquarters in The Hague to try the two suspects.

In the interests of all concerned, Libya urges the other States concerned
in this mtter to acknow edge that the two suspects nust have a fair and
inmpartial trial, one that respects the rights of all parties, including the
rights of the suspects thenselves, a fair and inpartial trial that will revea
the truth, lead to the lifting of the enbargo that has been i nposed on the
peopl e of Libya, and do justice to the famlies of the victinms. In view of the
climate that has effectively convicted the suspects in advance, and in view of
the circunmstances of the case, that trial nust be held at some neutral third
| ocation other than in the United States of America or the United Kingdom

It is our belief that the Security Council does not desire, through its
resolutions, to humliate the Libyan people or halt their progress towards
devel opnent, to prejudice the rights of the suspects, to refuse to respond to
the denmands of the victins' famlies, or to disregard national laws. On the
contrary, we feel sure that it is concerned to discover the truth through
cooperation anong all the parties concerned in this matter and through
intensified efforts to resolve this disagreenent.

The CGeneral People's Committee for External Communication and Internationa
Cooperation would like to take this opportunity to direct the attention of the
international community and international and regi onal organizations to the fact
that the announcenent by the Secretary of State of the United Kingdomis nerely
an attenpt to dilute the serious initiatives that have been nade in this
connection, and to destroy, trivialize or cripple all attenpts to resolve this
long-standing crisis. |If the Secretary of State really wi shes to dispel any
hypot heti cal doubts about the inpartiality of a trial in Scotland, he need only
accede to the suggestions of regional and international organizations concerning
the holding of the trial in a neutral country. Those suggestions have been
pronpted by the circunstances surrounding the affair, not by any doubts on our
part about the Scottish judicial systemas such



