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RETURN OR RESTI TUTI ON OF CULTURAL PROPERTY
TO THE COUNTRI ES OF ORIG N

Azer baijan, Burundi, Caneroon., Chad., China, Cyprus, Congo,

Cbte d' lvoire, Denpcratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon

GQuatenala, GQuinea, Mali, Mngolia, N ger, Peru and Rwanda:
draft resolution

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 3026 A (XXVI1) of 18 Decenber 1972, 3148 (XXVIII)
of 14 Decenber 1973, 3187 (XXVII1) of 18 Decenber 1973, 3391 (XXX) of
19 Novenber 1975, 31/40 of 30 Novenber 1976, 32/18 of 11 Novenber 1977, 33/50 of
14 Decenber 1978, 34/64 of 29 Novenber 1979, 35/127 and 35/ 128 of
11 Decenber 1980, 36/64 of 27 Novenber 1981, 38/34 of 25 Novenmber 1983, 40/19 of
21 Novenber 1985, 42/7 of 22 Cctober 1987, 44/18 of 6 Novenber 1989, 46/ 10 of
22 Cctober 1991, 48/ 15 of 2 Novenber 1993 and 50/ 56 of 11 Decenber 1995,

Recalling al so the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing
the Illicit Inport, Export and Transfer of Oanership of Cultural Property?
adopted on 14 Novenber 1970 by the CGeneral Conference of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

Wel coming the Medellin Declaration for Cultural Diversity and Tol erance and
the Plan of Action on Cultural Cooperation adopted at the first Meeting of the
Mnisters of Culture of the Movenent of Non-Aligned Countries, held in Medellin
(Col onbia) on 4 and 5 Septenber 1997,
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Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-Cenera
submtted in cooperation with the Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization?,

Aware of the inportance attached by the countries of origin to the return
of cultural property which is of fundanental spiritual and cultural value to
them so that they may constitute collections representative of their cultura
heri t age,

1. Commends the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tura
Organi zation and the Intergovernmental Conmittee for Pronoting the Return of
Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin or its Restitution in case of
[Ilicit Appropriation on the work they have acconplished, in particular through
the pronotion of bilateral negotiations, for the return or restitution of
cultural property, the preparation of inventories of novable cultural property,
the reduction of illicit traffic in cultural property and the di ssem nation of
information to the public;

2. Reaffirms that the restitution to a country of its objets d'art,
nmonunent s, museum pi eces, archives, manuscripts, docunments and any ot her
cultural or artistic treasures contributes to the strengthening of internationa
cooperation and to the preservation and flowering of universal cultural values
through fruitful cooperation between devel oped and devel opi ng countri es;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in collaboration with the United
Nat i ons Educational, Scientific and Cultural Oganization, to continue to
develop all possibilities for bringing about the attai nment of the objectives of
resol uti on 50/ 56;

4. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in cooperation with the Director-
Ceneral of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
to submt to the General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session a report on the
i npl enent ati on of the present resolution

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fourth
session the itementitled "Return or restitution of cultural property to the
countries of origin".
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