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Draft guiding principles for international negotiations

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recal ling the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations
concerni ng the mai ntenance of international peace and security and the pronotion
of cooperation anong St at es,

Taking into account the objectives of the United Nati ons Decade of
I nternational Law,

Reaffirm ng the provisions of the Declaration on Principles of
International Law concerning Friendly Rel ati ons and Cooperation anong States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,*

Recalling Article 13, paragraph 1 (a), of the Charter of the United
Nat i ons, whereby the General Assenbly is called upon to initiate studies and
make recomendati ons for the purpose of pronoting international cooperation in
the political field and encouragi ng the progressive devel opnent of internationa
law and its codification

Proceeding fromthe fact that in their negotiations States are guided in
general by the principles of international |aw,

! Resol ution 2625 (XXV), annex.
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Bearing in mind the increasing role that constructive and effective
negoti ations could play in attaining the noble purposes of the Charter of the
United Nations by contributing to the managenent of international relations, the
peaceful settlenent of disputes and the creation of new international norns of
conduct of States,

Convi nced that the identification and harnonization of guiding principles
for international negotiations would contribute to enhancing the predictability
of negotiating parties, reducing uncertainty and pronoting an at nosphere of
trust at negoti ati ons,

Convi nced also that setting a m ni mum standard of conduct for negotiating
parties could i nduce themto act in accordance therewith, as well as offer them
some | everage for requiring other parties to act |ikew se,

Havi ng considered the itementitled "Draft guiding principles for
i nternational negotiations"

1. Underlines the inportance of conducting effective negotiations in
managi ng international relations and the peaceful settlenment of disputes as well
as in the codification and progressive devel opnent of international |aw,

2. Takes note of the "Draft guiding principles for internationa
negoti ati ons” contai ned in docunent A/ 52/141;

3. Takes note also of the comments and proposal s nmade during the
consi deration of the item including the need for further consideration of the
itemto el aborate the above-nentioned principles;

4. Decides to refer the consideration of this itemto the Wrking G oup
on the United Nations Decade of International Law

5 Invites all States and rel evant international organizations to submt
to the Secretary-General, before 15 July 1998, comments and suggestions on the
content of the draft guiding principles for international negotiations;

6. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to transmt the coments and
suggestions nmentioned in paragraphs 3 and 5 above to the Wrking Goup for its
substantive consideration during the fifty-third session of the Cenera
Assenbl y;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third

session under the itementitled "United Nati ons Decade of International Law' the
sub-itementitled "Draft guiding principles for international negotiations”



