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Letter dated 29 Cctober 1997 fromthe Chairman of the Speci al
Committee on the Situation with regard to the | nplenentation

of the Declaration on the Ganting of |ndependence to Col oni al
Countries and Peopl es addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral

In order to ensure full and timely inplenentation of your decision
regardi ng the Decol oni zation Programme in the United Nations system conveyed to
me in your letter of 27 October 1997 (A/52/531), | have addressed today a letter
to the Chairman of the Fifth Commttee and to the Chairman of the Advisory
Conmittee on Admi nistrative and Budgetary Questions, a copy of which | attach
herew t h.

I would be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex coul d
be circul ated as an official document of the General Assenbly, under agenda
items 18, 116 and 157.

(Signed) Uula U SAVANA, CMG
Chai r man
Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Inpl enentation of
t he Decl aration on the G anting of
I ndependence to Col onial Countries
and Peopl es
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ANNEX

Identical letters dated 29 Cctober 1997 fromthe Chairman
of the Special Conmittee on the Situation with regard to
the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the Granting of

| ndependence to Colonial Countries and Peopl es addressed
to the Chairman of the Fifth Commttee and the Chairnman
of the Advisory Comrittee on Adnmnistrative and

Budget ary Questi ons

As you and the nmenbers of your Committee are aware, 37 Menber States,
i ncluding ny owmn, subnmitted a draft resolution entitled "Decol oni zati on
programme in the United Nations systent (A/ AC 109/2094) to the Fourth Committee
urging the Secretary-General to maintain the Decolonization Unit with all its
present functions, as stipulated in the mediumterm plan for the period
1998- 2001 (A/51/6/Rev.1 and Corr.1), in the Departnment of Political Affairs.
Subsequently, extensive consultations took place between the Secretary-Genera
and the sponsors. The Secretary-General reaffirned his commtnent to the United
Nati ons Decol oni zati on Programe and announced on 27 Cctober 1997, in a letter
addressed to nme (A/52/531), his decision that "a stand-al one ' Decol oni zati on
unit' with the necessary resources will be established in the Departnent of
Political Affairs to provide substantive input for the work of the Specia
Committee of 24" and reiterated his "commtnent to inplenenting subprogramme 1.6
of the nediumtermplan". |In the spirit of conprom se, the sponsors wthdrew
the aforenentioned draft resol ution

In order to inplenent the decision of the Secretary-CGeneral, it is of
paranount inportance that your Committee approve the staffing and budgetary
provisions for the Decol oni zati on Programe stipulated in the nmediumterm plan
for the period 1998-2001 and maintain the Decol onization Unit in the Departnent
of Political Affairs.

Such an action would satisfy the interests of Menber States and conply in
full with the decision of the Secretary-General. It would also allowthe
international commnity to live up to the goals of the International Decade for
the Eradication of Colonialismand to our nutual aspirations of creating a
better world for all.

(Signed) Uula U SAVANA, CMG
Chai r man
Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Inplenentation of
t he Decl aration on the G anting of
I ndependence to Col onial Countries
and Peopl es



