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draft resolution

Education for all

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Recalling that in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,! the
I nternati onal Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights? and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child® the right of every individual to
education is recogni zed as inalienable,

Recalling also its resolutions 45/104 of 7 Decenber 1987, by which it
procl ai med 1990 as International Literacy Year, and 44/127 of 15 Decenber 1989,
46/ 93 of 16 Decenber 1991 and 50/ 143 of 21 Decenber 1995, in which it called for
continuing international efforts to pronote literacy,

! Resolution 217 A (111).
2 Resol ution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
3 Resol ution 44/25, annex.
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Recalling further its resolution 45/126 of 14 Decenber 1990, in which it
called for strengthening efforts towards the elimnation of illiteracy of wonen
of all ages,

M ndful of the fact that eradication of illiteracy is one of the paranpunt
obj ectives of the International Devel opnment Strategy for the Fourth United
Nati ons Devel opment Decade, *

Deeply concerned about the persistence of the gender gap in education which

is reflected by the fact that nearly two thirds of the world's adult illiterates
are wonen,
Convi nced that literacy, especially functional literacy and adequate

education, represents an indi spensable elenment for the devel opnment and
har nessi ng of science, technol ogy and human resources for econom c and socia
progress,

Recalling its resolution 49/184, entitled "United Nati ons Decade for Human
Ri ghts Education", and taking note with satisfaction of resolution 1997/7 of the
Subcommi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities of
t he Conm ssion on Human Rights on the realization of the right to education
i ncl udi ng education in human rights,

Confident that the International Literacy Year and the Wrld Conference on
Education for Al, held at Jontien, Thailand, in 1990, resulted in increased
awar eness and support for literacy efforts and becoming a turning point in the
struggle for a literate world,

Underlining the inmportance of sustaining and further pronoting the progress
achi eved since the International Literacy Year and the Jontien Conference,

Wl coning the Amman Affirmation,® the final communi qué of the m d-decade
meeting of the International Consultative Forumon Education for All, adopted at
Amman in June 1996, which reaffirmed the necessity for and possibility of
bringing the benefits of education for all

Recogni zi ng that, despite the significant progress in basic education
especially the increase in primary school enrol ment coupled with a grow ng
enphasis on the quality of education, major problens, both emergi ng and
continuing, still persist which require even nore forceful and concerted action
at national and international |levels to achieve the goal of education for all,

4 Resol ution 45/199, annex.

5 A/52/183, annex.
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1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral and the Director-
CGeneral of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
entitled "Progress report on the inplenentation process of the education for al
obj ectives";®

2. Reaffirnms that basic education for all is essential for achieving the
goal s of eradicating poverty, reducing child nortality, curbing popul ation
grow h, achieving gender equality, and ensuring sustai nabl e devel opment, peace
and denocr acy;

3. Acknowl edges the efforts of the m d-decade revi ew of progress towards
achi eving the goals of education for all in identifying both continuing and
energi ng chall enges and stressing the need to neet those challenges and to
accelerate the efforts to nmeet the basic needs of people of all age groups,
particularly girls and wonen;

4. Appeal s to all Governments to step up their efforts to eradicate
illiteracy and to direct education towards the full devel opment of the hunman
personality and to the strengthening of respect for all human rights and
fundanental freedons;

5. Al so appeals to all CGovernments to redouble their efforts to achieve
their own goals of education for all by setting firmtargets and tinetables,
wher e possi bl e, including gender-specific education targets and programes to
conbat the illiteracy of wonmen and girls, and, by working in active partnership
with comunities, associations, the nedia and devel opnent agencies, to reach
t hose targets;

6. Appeal s anew to Governnments and to econonmic and financi al
organi zations and institutions, both national and international, to | end greater
financial and material support to the efforts to increase literacy and achieve
education for all;

7. Invites Menber States, the specialized agencies and ot her
organi zations of the United Nations system and rel evant intergovernnmental and
non- gover nnental organi zations to further intensify their efforts to effectively
i npl emrent the World Declaration on Education for All,” the Amman Affirmation,?®
and the Hanmburg Decl aration on Adult Learning and the Agenda for the Future of
Adult Learning adopted at the Fifth International Conference on Adult Education
(Hamburg, 14-18 July 1997), as well as the relevant comm tnents and
recomendations to pronote literacy contained in the recent major United
Nat i ons- sponsored international conferences, with a viewto better coordinating
their activities and increasing their contribution to devel oprent;

5 A/ 52/ 183.

" Final Report of the Wirld Conference on Education for All: Meting Basic
Learni ng Needs, Jontien, Thailand, 5-9 March 1990, Inter-Agency Commi ssion
(UNDP, UNESCO, UNI CEF, World Bank) for the Wrld Conference on Education for
Al'l, New York, 1990, appendix I
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8. Recommends that all Menber States, and rel evant organi zations of the

United Nations, as well as non-governnental organizations, provide the necessary
information on the inplementation of the strategies of education for all to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Director-General of the United
Nat i ons Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization so as to enable them
to report on the overall progress achieved and the shortfalls encountered in
attaining the goal of education for all;

9. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with the Director-
Ceneral of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
and in consultation with Menber States, to consider effective ways and means for
achi eving the goal of education for all, including the desirability and the
feasibility of launching a United Nations decade to eradicate illiteracy, and to
report thereupon to the General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session, through
t he Economic and Soci al Council;

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fourth

sessi on the question of cooperation towards education for all under the item on
soci al devel opnent.



