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The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recogni zi ng the conmon interest of all mankind in the exploration and use
of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Reaffirm ng the will of all States that the exploration and use of outer
space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, shall be for peacefu
pur poses and shall be carried out for the benefit and in the interest of al
countries, irrespective of their degree of economic or scientific devel opnent,

Reaffirm ng al so provisions of articles Ill and IV of the Treaty on
Principles CGoverning the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of
Quter Space, including the Moon and Ot her Cel estial Bodies,*

Recalling the obligation of all States to observe the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations regarding the use or threat of use of force in
their international relations, including in their space activities,

Reaffirm ng paragraph 80 of the Final Docunent of the Tenth Special Session
of the General Assenbly,? in which it is stated that in order to prevent an arns
race in outer space further neasures should be taken and appropriate
i nternational negotiations held in accordance with the spirit of the Treaty,

! Resol ution 2222 (XXl), annex.
2 Resol ution S-10/2.
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Recalling its previous resolutions on this issue and taking note of the
proposal s subnmitted to the General Assenbly at its tenth special session and at
its regular sessions, and of the recommendati ons made to the conpetent organs of
the United Nations and to the Conference on D sarmanent,

Recogni zi ng that prevention of an arns race in outer space would avert a
grave danger for international peace and security,

Enphasi zi ng the paranount inportance of strict conpliance with existing
arms limtation and di sarmanent agreenents rel evant to outer space, including
bil ateral agreenents, and with the existing | egal regime concerning the use of
out er space,

Considering that wi de participation in the |legal reginme applicable to outer
space could contribute to enhancing its effectiveness,

Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arnms Race in Quter
Space, taking into account its previous efforts since its establishnent in 1985
and seeking to enhance its functioning in qualitative terns, continued the
exam nation and identification of various issues, existing agreenments and
exi sting proposals, as well as future initiatives relevant to the prevention of
an arns race in outer space,® and that this contributed to a better
under st andi ng of a nunber of problenms and to a clearer perception of the various
posi tions,

Noting also that there were no objections in principle in the Conference on
D sarmanent during its 1997 session to the re-establishnent of the Ad Hoc
Conmittee, subject to re-exam nation of the nmandate contained in the decision of
the Conference on D sarmanent of 13 February 1992, 4

Enphasi zi ng the mutual ly conpl enentary nature of bilateral and nultilatera
efforts in the field of preventing an arns race in outer space, and hopi ng that
concrete results will energe fromthose efforts as soon as possible,

Convinced that further neasures should be exam ned in the search for
effective and verifiable bilateral and nultilateral agreenents in order to
prevent an arns race in outer space, including the weaponization of outer space,

Stressing that the growi ng use of outer space increases the need for
greater transparency and better information on the part of the internationa
conmuni ty,

Recalling in this context its previous resolutions, in particul ar
resolutions 45/55 B of 4 Decenber 1990, 47/51 of 9 Decenber 1992 and 48/ 74 A of
16 Decenber 1993, in which, inter alia, it reaffirmed the inportance of

3 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Forty-ninth Session, Suppl enent

No. 27 (A 49/27), sect. 111.D (para. 5 of the quoted text).

4 CD/ 1125.
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confi dence-bui |l di ng neasures as nmeans conducive to ensuring the attai nnent of
the objective of the prevention of an arns race in outer space,

Consci ous of the benefits of confidence- and security-building neasures in
the mlitary field,

Recogni zi ng that negotiations for the conclusion of an internationa
agreement or agreements to prevent an arns race in outer space remain a priority
task of the Ad Hoc Committee and that the concrete proposals on confidence-
bui | di ng measures could forman integral part of such agreenents,

1. Reaffirns the inportance and urgency of preventing an arns race in
outer space, and the readiness of all States to contribute to that comon
objective, in conformty with the provisions of the Treaty on Principles
Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Quter Space,
i ncl uding the Moon and Ot her Cel estial Bodies;!?

2. Reaffirms its recognition, as stated in the report of the Ad Hoc
Conmittee on the Prevention of an Arns Race in Quter Space, that the |egal
regi me applicable to outer space by itself does not guarantee the prevention of
an arnms race in outer space, that this legal regine plays a significant role in
the prevention of an arnms race in that environnent, that there is a need to
consol idate and reinforce that regi me and enhance its effectiveness, and that it
is inmportant strictly to conply with existing agreenents, both bilateral and
mul til ateral;

3. Enphasi zes the necessity of further neasures with appropriate and
effective provisions for verification to prevent an arns race in outer space;

4. Calls upon all States, in particular those with major space
capabilities, to contribute actively to the objective of the peaceful use of
outer space and of the prevention of an arnms race in outer space and to refrain
fromactions contrary to that objective and to the relevant existing treaties in
the interest of maintaining international peace and security and pronoting
i nternational cooperation

5. Reiterates that the Conference on Disarmanent, as the single
multil ateral disarmanent negotiating forum has the primary role in the
negotiation of a nmultilateral agreement or agreenments, as appropriate, on the
prevention of an arnms race in outer space in all its aspects;

6. Invites the Conference on D sarmanent to re-exan ne the nandate
contained in its decision of 13 February 1992,% with a viewto updating it as
appropriate, thus providing for the re-establishnment of the Ad Hoc Committee
during the 1998 session of the Conference on D sarmanent;

7. Recogni zes, in this respect, the growi ng convergence of views on the
el aborati on of neasures designed to strengthen transparency, confidence and
security in the peaceful uses of outer space;
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8. Urges States conducting activities in outer space, as well as States

interested in conducting such activities, to keep the Conference on D sarmanent
i nformed of the progress of bilateral or multilateral negotiations on the
matter, if any, so as to facilitate its work;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session the itementitled "Prevention of an arns race in outer space".



