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Not e by the Secretary-Genera

1. The partnership between the United Nations Devel opment Programe (UNDP) and
the United Nations Environment Programe (UNEP) was signed on 26 April 1995,
committing both organi zati ons to working together on sustainable dryland
managemnent through the inplenentation of the Convention to Conbat
Desertification. On the basis of this partnership, UNDP/ United Nations Sudano-
Sahelian O fice (UNSO and UNEP have col |l aborated on two joint initiatives,
nanel y, on assessnment, nonitoring, and information systenms and on a franmework
for advocacy and outreach.

2. On assessing and nonitoring desertification UNEP and UNSO have col | abor at ed
on the devel opnent of desertification indicators. A joint initiative on
desertification assessnent and nonitoring is under way. Both have contri buted
to a matrix of indicators for the inplenentation of the Convention and to the
devel opnent of a nethodol ogy for inmpact indicators. Future collaboration wll
be devel oped in the context of the Conmi ttee on Sci ence and Technol ogy's work
programe, under the Convention, as part of an agreed arrangenent for scientific
net wor ki ng adopted by the first session of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention. (A report of the Secretary-General on the outcone of the conference
of the Parties will be before the Assenbly at its current session.)

3. In collaboration with other core partners UNEP and UNDP/UNSO are in the
process of designing a framework for advocacy and outreach. The aimof this
framework is to facilitate a new generation of cost-effective and coordi nated
efforts to increase know edge and awar eness on dryl and i ssues, building
partnershi ps and drawi ng on the strengths and interests of the partners

i nvol ved.
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4. Fi nanci al support to the work of UNDP/UNSO from 1995 to date anounts to a
total of US$ 13, 718,660, the bul k received through the Trust Fund to Conbat
Desertification and Drought. Traditionally the Nordic countries, including
Denmar k, Finland, Norway, and Sweden, as well as the Netherlands have been ngj or
supporters. They have continued with significant contributions in support of

t he evol ving substantive work of UNSO under the Convention. In addition,
Australia, ltaly, France, Luxenmbourg, Sw tzerland, Mnaco and Portugal and a few
private donors have contributed to the Trust Fund. It is particularly worth

noting that a nunber of affected devel oping countries have contributed to the
Trust Fund, including Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Lesotho, Nam bia, Zanbi a,
Zi nhabwe and Uganda.

5. Recogni zi ng these contributions and in view of the major responsibilities
assigned to UNDP by the first session of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention to Conmbat Desertification (document | CCD/ COP(1)/CRP.1), UNDP wel cones
i ncreased and additional contributions to the Trust Fund to Conbat
Desertification and Drought in support of the inplenmentation of the Convention
in affected progranme countri es.



