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Letter dated 15 october tggI from the Perlnanent Represent
e and the Un-ted Kingdom of Great Bri!g!-!.-end

We have the hon6ur to transnit
meeting of Fbrdign Ministers of the
the Association of South-East Asiah
13 and 14 october 198I.

(Signed) T. T. B. KoH

ijerihanent Rdpresentative
of SingaPore

herewith the text of the communiqu6 of the
StaLes mernbers of the EuroPean Commuhity and
Nations, held in London on

(sfgned) A. D; Parsons
Permanent RePiesentative of

the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern fsland

of

We should be Erateful if the text of the communiqu6. could be cirCulated as an

official document of the General AsSembly under agenda items 22, 34, 37 and 69.
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1. The Foreign MinisEers of the member states of the European

Cornnunity and of the Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) met on 13 - 14 Octobec 1981 in London. They had a

ruide-ranging and constructive exchange of views about current
international and regional problems. They reaffirned their
commitment aE Kuala Lumpur to world Peace, international
cooperation and understanding, economic development, social
justice and human rights, and the principles of the UN Charter.

2. The Ministers paid particular attention to current areas of
instability in Asia. They deplored the continued presence of
Vietnamese armed forces in Kampuchea and of those of the Soviet
Union in Afghanistan. In each case, a snall independent state
had been invaded and occupied by a foreign Povrer in violation
'rf i'nternational law. 'Ihis threatened international peace and

security, inflicted untold suffering on the peooles of these two

countries and caused acute problems for neighbouring states.

3. The t'linisters reiterated their support for Resolutions 34/22

and 35/5 on the Situatilon in Kanrpuchea which had been so

overwhehningly endorsed by the UN General Assembly. they stresso(l
the need for tbe total withdrawal of Vietnamese forces and the
establishment, under United Nations supervision, of conditions
in which the Kampuchean people would be able freely to elect a

government of their own choice. The Ministers exPressed their
satisfaction that the solution proposed by tbe International
Conf erence on Kampuchea which met in Net'i York in July 1981, in
which the great majority of the international community Particip;rtcd,
conforms to these principles. They exPressed the hope that
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VieEnam and other states concei-ned wirl cooperate tvith the
ef f orts undertaken to f ind a balanted ,rnd reascinable sol ut i on
to the Karnpuchean question. The )iinisters acknorvlc-clged tlr;tt
the legitimate securiEy concerns of states in the iegion nrust
be Eaken into consideration and thac a peacefur solution to the
Karip.uchean problem is in the true interest of all parties
concerned. They exPressed their confidence tbat the resolution
of the Kampucbean question wil-r concribute to durable peace
and stability in South East Asia.

4. rn this context, Ehe Ministers noted the absence of Vietnam
and the oEher states concerned with the issue from the
rnEernational conference on Kampuchea held in New york and urged
tbem to attend the future sessions of the conference. They
expressed the hope that vietnam r.rourd participate in a
negotiating Process which could lead to a peaceful solution of the
Kampuchean problem and to the resto-ration of peace and st.biIity
:i :: ,-'s.r:uth Ea s t As i a .

5. Tbe EC l{inisters expressed their appreciation tbat, in the
search for a comPrehensive political settlement of the Kaurpuchean
conflict, the ASEAN member countries rcere motivated by the desire
to create conditions conducive to the realisaEion of the z()'e
of peace, freedom and neutrarity (zorrau;, whereby arl countries
of the region courd enjoy peace, stability and freedom from
interference by outside powers.

6. The Minisrers considered the refugee problem in the right
of recent developments. They noted with concern that the exodus
from Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea continues to pose problems,
particularry for the countries and territories of first refuge.
The EC l4inisters noted that those countries and territories in the
region continue to give temporary asylum to refugees fronr the
rndo-chinese peninsula and that the ASEAN countries deemed the
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extension of first refuge dcpends on coinmitment of resettlenrenI
in third countries and the avoidance of residual problems in
the area. Both sides recalled the importance of Vietnam
adhering strictly to tlre undertakings given at the uN meeting
on refugees and displaced persons aE Ge'neva in July L979, und
to her cooperating in the implenrentation of the orderly
departure prograrnme.

7. The Ministers noted the commendable rvork performed by the
international and non-governmentar relief agenii.s in the uN

Ernergency Relief Programme in Kampuchea which bave managed

to acbieve the bulk of the objectives assigned to then. However
the Ministers continue to hold tbe view that the problems facing
the Kampuchean peopler particularry the reconstruction and
development of Kampuchea can only be solved when a comprehensive
political settlement is reached and when a legitimate government,
duly and freely elected by the Kampuchean people under united
Nations supervision, has been set up in Phnom Penh.

8. The Ministers noted that Thailand continues to carry a heavy
burden in the form of Kampuchean refugees inside Thailand and
along the border. They hope satisfactory arrangements could be
made, in cooperation rsith uNHcR, for the refugees in Thailund
to return to their bomeland witbout decerrence from any partics
if they so wish. They stressed the inrportance meanwhile of
maintaining international assistance to Thailand to help care for
the refugees and continue cross-border feeding.

9. The Ministers noted with deep concern that military
operations by soviet troops againsE the Afghan people continue
without interruption, subjecting the Afghan people to a severe
ordeal and creating a massive flood of refugees and a heavy burden
for neighbouring countries, in particular pakistan. Tbe
Ministers strongly urged that conditions be created in Afghanisran
whicb will enable these Afghan refugees to return to their honrcland
in safety and honour.
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10. They noted that all appeals by the United Nations, the
Isl.amic states and the non-aligned countries for the withdrar,ral
of fc.rreign troops frorn Afghanistan and a political solution
enabling the Afghan people to determine freely their own form of
governmenL have been ignored. They agreed that the situation
in Afghanistan remains an important cause of international
tens ion.

11. The ASEAN Ministers reiterated their support for tbe
European Council's proposal for an international conference on
Afghanistan and expressed their conviction that it would open
a constructive way forward for a political solution to the problem
of Afghanistan. The Ministers expressed tbe hope that the
soviet union would realise that a positive response was in the
interest of world peace and stability.

12. The Ministers agreed that all efforts, including the
convening of an international conference on Afghanistan, should
be made for a comprehensive sorution of the Afghanistan problem,
consistent with the resolutions of the united Nations and its
agencies and the Organisation of the Islarnic Conference and the
European council proposal concerning Afghanistan of 30 June l98r.

13. The EC Ministers repeated their conviction thar ASEAN

bad developed into a cohesive regionar grouping, which is playing
an independent and positive role in working for peace and
stability in Soutb East Asia. For their part, the ASEAN Ministers
confirmed their conviction that the European community is
exercising a stabilising influence in a world fraught with danger
and uncertainty. Both sides acknowledged that their respective
efforts were reinforced by their close and friendly cooperation.

14. The Foreign Ministers bad a general exchange of views on the
world economic situation. They discussed the results of the
ottawa sumnit meeting and especially welcomed the call for
conEinuing resistance to protectionist pressures. They reaffirmed

/their cornmi tment
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their commitment to an open international trading system. They
agreed to conEinue their constructive cooperation in
international fora, particularly on conmodity issues by
suPPorting comurodity agreements r.rhere appropriate, participating
in them, and taking Ehe necessary steps to bring them into
force without de1ay.

15. They also discussed the prospecrs for the Mexico surmnit
meeting. They hoped that this r,rould lead to a.meeting of minds
which would give momentum to the launching of global negotiations
as soon as possible and contribute to a new international
economic order.

16. The I'linisters recalled
following their meetings in
in 1980 and reaffirmed their
cooperation. They therefore
between Community and ASEAN

tlre opportunity wbich these
their Cooperation Agreement
importance.

their previous Joint Declarations
Brussels in 1978 and Kuala Lumpur
determination to deepen their
welcomed the forthcoming meetings

Representatives in Brussels and
would provide to give iurpetus to
to which they attached the highest


