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Traffic in wonen and qgirls

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng the principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts,! the Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnnation
agai nst Wonen, ? the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts,® the Convention
agai nst Torture and Ot her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnent,*
the Convention on the Rights of the Child® and the Declaration on the
El i m nation of Violence agai nst Wnen,

! Resolution 217 A Il

2 Resol ution 34/180.

3 Resol ution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
4 Resol ution 39/46.

5 Resol ution 44/ 25.

6 Resol uti on 48/104.
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Recal ling the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and
of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Qthers,”’

Al so recalling CGeneral Assenbly resolution 51/66 of 12 Decenber 1996 on
traffic in wormen and girls,

Reaffirm ng the provisions of the outcones of the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts,® the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, ® the Wrld
Sunmit for Social Devel opnment, ' the Fourth World Conference on Winen!! and the
Ninth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crinme and the Treatnment of
O fenders pertaining to the traffic in wonen and children, *?

Noting with concern the increasing nunber of wonen and girl children from
devel opi ng countries and from sonme countries with econonmes in transition who
are being victim zed by traffickers, and acknow edgi ng that the probl em of
trafficking also victimzes young boys,

Enphasi zi ng the need for nore concerted and sustai ned national, regiona
and international action over the alarming levels of trafficking in wonen and
girls,

Acknowl edgi ng the continuing work of Governnents, intergovernnental and
non- gover nnent al organi zations in conbating trafficking in wonen and girls
t hrough preventive education, information di ssem nation, research and the
provi sion of shelters and programres to rehabilitate and reintegrate survivors
in society,

Deeply concerned with the proliferation and unabated ni suse of new
i nformati on technol ogi es for purposes of prostitution, child pornography,
paedophilia, sex tourismand trafficking of wonen as bri des,

" Resol ution 317 (1V).

8 Report of the Wirld Conference on Human Ri ghts, Vienna, 14-25 June 1993
(A CONF. 157/ 24 (Part 1)), chap. 111I.

° International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, Cairo,
5-13 Septenber 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XII1.18),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex |

10 Report of the Woirld Summit for Social Devel opnent., Copenhagen,
6-12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 96.1V.8), chap. |
resolution 1, annex | and 1|1

11 Report of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wwnen, Beijing,
4-15 Septenber 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 96.1V.13), chap. |
resolution 1, annexes | and ||

12 See A/ CONF. 169/ 16.
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Convi nced of the need to elimnate all forms of sexual violence and sexua
trafficking, including for prostitution and other forns of comrercial sex, which
are violations of the human rights of wonen and girl children and are
i nconpatible with the dignity and worth of the human person

Stressing the need for Governnments to accord standard mi ni mum humanitari an
treatnments to trafficked persons and to take steps to ensure for victins of
trafficking the respect of all their human rights and fundanental freedons,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on
the traffic of wonen and girls;®

2. Wl cones national, regional, and international efforts to inplenent
t he recommendati ons of the Wbrld Congress Agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation
of Children,* and calls upon Governments to take further measures in that
regard;

3. Wl cones actions undertaken by Governnents to inplenment the provisions
on trafficking in woren and girls contained in the Beijing Platformfor Action'!
and the Vienna Programme of Action adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human
Rights,® and calls upon Governnents, particularly those of countries of origin,
transit and destination, as well as regional and international organizations, to
undertake i mredi ate action or to strengthen efforts in their inplenentation by:

(a) Considering the ratification and enforcenent of internationa
conventions on trafficking in persons and on sl avery;

(b) Taking appropriate neasures to address the root factors, including
external factors, that encourage trafficking in wonmen and girls for prostitution
and other forns of conmmercialized sex, forced marriages and forced | abour, so as
to elimnate trafficking in wonen, including by strengthening existing
legislation with a view to providing better protection of the rights of wonen
and girls and to punishing perpetrators, through both crimnal and civi
neasur es;

(c) Stepping up cooperation and concerted action by all relevant |aw
enforcenent authorities and institutions with a view to disnmantling national
regional and international networks in trafficking;

(d) Allocating resources to provide conprehensive programes designed to
heal and rehabilitate into society victins of trafficking, including through job
training, l|egal assistance and confidential health care, and taking nmeasures to
cooperate with non-governnental organizations to provide for the social, nedica
and psychol ogi cal care of the victins of trafficking;

13 A/ 52/ 355.

14 Wrld Congress Against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
St ockholm 27-31 August 1996, Final Report of the Congress., two vol unes
(Stockhol m Governnent of Sweden, January 1997).
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(e) Devel opi ng educational and training programes and policies, and
considering enacting legislation to prevent sex tourismand trafficking, giving
speci al enphasis to the protection of young wonen and chil dren

4. Calls upon Governnments to crimnalize trafficking in wonen and girls
inall its forms, to condemm and penalize all those offenders involved,
i ncluding internediaries, whether their offence was commtted in their own or in
a foreign country, while ensuring that the victinms of those practices are not
penal i zed, and to penalize persons in authority found guilty of sexually
assaulting victinms of trafficking in their custody;

5. Urges concerned Governments to support and all ocate resources for
programes to strengthen preventive action, in particular education and
canpai gns to increase public awareness of the issue at the national and grass-
roots |l evels, and programres providing shelters and helplines to victinms or
potential victinms;

6. Encour ages CGovernnents to devel op systematic data collection methods
and to continuously update information on trafficking in wonen and girls,
i ncluding the analysis of the nodus operandi of trafficking syndicates;

7. Urges Governments to strengthen national programes to conbat
trafficking in wonen and girls through sustained bilateral, regional and
i nternational cooperation, taking into account innovative approaches and best
practi ces;

8. Invites Governnments once again, with the support of the United
Nations, to fornulate training manuals for |aw enforcenment and nedical personne
and judicial officers who handl e cases of trafficked wonen and girls, taking
into account current research and materials on traumatic stress and gender-
sensitive counselling techniques, with a viewto sensitizing themto the special
needs of victins;

9. Invites Governnments and civil society, especially non-governnmenta
organi zations, to pronote the responsible use of new information technol ogi es,
in particular the Internet, to prevent trafficking in wonmen and girls;

10. lnvites States Parties to the Convention on the Elimination of Al
Forns of Discrimnation Agai nst Wnen® and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child® to include information and statistics on trafficking in wonen and girls
as part of their national reports to the Comrttee on the Elimnation of
Di scrim nati on Agai nst Whnen, taking into account the general reconmendation of
the Conmttee, and to the Commttee on the Rights of the Child, respectively;

11. Invites all other relevant United Nations human rights treaty bodies
and rel evant country and thematic rapporteurs, in particular the Specia
Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen, the Subconm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts,
and rel evant working groups, within their respective mandates, to begin or
continue nonitoring and reconmendi ng nmeasures to conbat trafficking in wonen and
girls through their exam nation of reports and country situations;
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12. Encourages the Inter-Agency Conmittee on Wonen and Gender Equality to
continue to address the issue as part of the integrated followup to the Fourth
Wrld Conference on Wnen

13. lnvites the Conmmission on the Status of Wnen, at its next session, to
address traffic in women and girls under the thematic i ssues on viol ence agai nst
worren and human rights of wonen;

14. lnvites the Econom c and Social Council and the Conmi ssion on Human
Rights, at their sessions in 1998, to address trafficking in wonen and girls in
connection with the five-year review of the Vienna Programe of Action and in
commenoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts;?

15. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the General Assenbly, at
its fifty-third session, on the inplenmentation of the present resolution, in
particul ar the inplenmentation of the relevant provisions on trafficking in wonen
and girls in the Beijing Platformof Action and the Vienna Progranme of Action



