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Letter dated 22 Cctober 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representatives
of Costa Rica and the Russian Federation to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

We have the honour to transmit to you herewith the Joint statement by the
M nisters for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and Costa Rica of
16 October 1997 (see annex).

We should be grateful if you would have the encl osed statenent and this
letter circulated as an official docunent of the General Assenbly, under agenda
items 58, 60, 97, 98 and 157, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Sergei V. LAVROV (Signed) Fernando BERROCAL SOTO
Anmbassador Anbassador
Per manent Representative of the Per manent Representative of
Russi an Federation to the Costa Rica to the
United Nations United Nations
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ANNEX

Joint statenent by the Mnisters for Foreign Affairs
of the Russian Federation and Costa Rica, issued in
Mbscow on 16 QOctober 1997

From 14 to 17 Cctober 1997, M. Fernando E. Naranjo Villal obos, Mnister
for Foreign Affairs and Wrship of the Republic of Costa Rica, paid an official
visit to the Russian Federation

During the course of the first official visit at such a level in the whole
hi story of Russian-Costa Rican relations, the Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of
Russia, M. E. M Primkov, and of Costa Rica, M. F. Naranjo Villal obos,
stressed the inportance of the tradition of over a century of contacts and ties
between the two States, the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of which
had been wi dely celebrated this year in both countries.

It was enphasized that Costa Rica was the first country in Central Anerica
to establish and develop relations with Russia. The stability and maturity of
those relations provided a solid foundation for the further devel opnent of
political dialogue and increased cooperation between the two States.

The M nisters agreed that Russia and Costa Rica should nake their
rel ati onship an even cl oser one, and should actively support the efforts of the
international commnity towards the strengthening of peace by strict conpliance
with the obligations laid down in the Charter of the United Nations and with the
uni versal ly recogni zed rul es of international |aw

They decl ared thensel ves in favour of a new and nore denocratic world order
based on the strengthening of collective security and the devel opnent of
cooperation in the political, econonmic, social and environnmental spheres and in
t he defence of human rights.

Noting that both countries were founding Menbers of the United Nations and

actively involved in the work of the Security Council, the Mnisters paid
special attention to questions concerning the reformand strengthening of the
role of the Organization. |[In that connection, they responded positively to the

proposal by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and stressed the
i nportance of a conprehensive approach to reformwhich took into account al
proposal s designed to ensure the Organi zation's greater efficiency.

The M nisters reiterated that sanctions inposed by the Security Counci
were one of the instruments that could help to achieve effective conpliance with
its resolutions. They believed that such sanctions should be inposed only in
exceptional cases, when there was a real threat to international peace and
security and when all avail abl e neans had been exhausted. In particular, the
M ni sters expressed their concern over the consequences whi ch such sanctions
could have for the civilian popul ation, and decl ared thenselves in favour of
careful inplenmentation, in proportion to the real dangers and with clear tine
limts.
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The M nisters stressed the indissoluble |ink between security, freedom
econom ¢ growth, social justice and environnmental protection, all of which
fornmed the basis for sustainabl e devel opnent.

They al so decl ared thensel ves in favour of ensuring worldw de sustainabl e
devel opnent through decisive international action, and confirmed their support
for the principles that had energed fromthe United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent. | n that connection, they expressed their
willingness to work together to protect the environnent.

The M nisters attached great inportance to the role of the United Nations
in pronoting and managi ng i nternational cooperation. They believed it was
i mportant to encourage a nore flexible, transparent and coordi nated interaction
bet ween the Organi zati on and the Bretton Wods institutions, the Wrld Trade
Organi zation, the Organi zation for Econom c Cooperation and Devel opnent ( OECD)
and the other regional and nultilateral organizations.

They noted that an inportant guideline for the activities of the United
Nations was the inplementation of the principles set out in the Agenda for
Devel opnent, which had been agreed upon by all Menber States and was based on a
conpr ehensi ve approach to the probl ens of devel opnent.

In their analysis of the situation in Latin Anerica, they stressed the
growi ng i nportance of the region, both in geopolitical terms and with respect to
the world econony, in the structure of the multipolar world that was energing.
They noted the significance of devel opnents in the region: the stabilization of
the political situation, the strengthening of denocratic bases, the econonic
boom and the active pursuit of regional and subregional integration. The
Russian side reaffirned its policy of strengthening its multilateral and
bilateral relations with the countries of the region

The M nisters expressed their satisfaction at the great advances made in
Central America following the end of the arned conflicts and reiterated their
appeal to the world comunity to continue to provide assistance to countries in
the subregion in order to consolidate denocracy and pronobte sustainable
devel opnent and integration.

The M nisters declared thenselves firmy in support of respect for al
human rights, including the rights of mnorities. They agreed to cooperate with
a view to reducing abuses of such rights, as well as all incidences of
i ntol erance, aggressive nationalismand raci sm

Wth regard to the processes of the building and consolidation of
denocracy, they enphasized the inportance of having a State governed by the rule
of law, firmy rooted in the independence of the judiciary, and of having
electoral institutions in a franework of pluralismand unrestricted freedom of
t hought .

The M ni sters exchanged views on the social and political changes and
econom c reforns taking place in their countries.
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Wth a view to renewi ng and broadening the | egal basis for cooperation
bet ween Russia and Costa Rica, M. E. M Prinakov and
M. F. E. Naranjo Villalobos signed an intergovernnental agreement on the
abolition of visas for holders of diplomatic and service passports, and a
programe of cultural and scientific cooperation for the years 1998-2000. The
M nisters al so agreed to continue negotiations for the speedy signing of a trade
agreenent, an agreenent on cultural and scientific cooperation, a protocol on
t he equi val ence of educational qualifications and | evels, an agreenent on
cooperation in the area of tourism and an agreenent on cooperation in physica
culture and sports, and to draft an agreenent on cooperation to conbat illega
trafficking in drugs and ot her psychotropi c substances.

The M nisters decided to hold nore in-depth, high-level politica
consultations, as well as nore consultations between the Mnistries of Foreign
Affairs of the two countries, which would be facilitated by the
i ntergovernnental protocol on political consultations which had been signed
during the visit.

They stressed that Russia and Costa Rica were striving to nake their
econonmic and trade ties nore efficient and direct. The Mnisters wel coned the
recently concl uded agreenent on cooperation between the Chanmber of Commerce and
I ndustry of Russia and the Costa Rican Union of Chanbers and Associ ations of
Private Enterprise, as well as the prom nent participation in the programe of
the official visit to Russia of a group of Costa R can busi nessnen.

M. Primakov and M. Naranjo Villal obos decl ared thensel ves in favour of
pursuing further the political dialogue between the two countries, as well as
devel opi ng i nks between their parlianments, and expressed their satisfaction
with the visit to Russia by Costa Rican parlianentarians in Septenber 1997

The M nister for Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica expressed his gratitude for
t he war m wel cone accorded to himand his delegation during their visit to the
Russi an Federation, and invited M. E. M Prinmakov to pay a reciprocal officia
visit to Costa Rica on a date to be agreed through the usual diplomatic channel

(Signed) E. M PRI MAKOV (Signed) F. E. NARANJO VI LLALOBOS
M nister for Foreign Affairs M nister for Foreign Affairs

of the Russian Federation of Costa Rica



