
UNITED ANATIONS

General Assembly
Distr.
LIMITED

A/C.1/52/L.1*
10 November 1997

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Fifty-second session
FIRST COMMITTEE
Agenda item 71

GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT

Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia,
Austria, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Belize,
Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Canada, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa
Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Czech Republic, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Fiji, France, Gabon, Germany, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland,
Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Liechtenstein,
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta,
Marshall Islands, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated
States of), Monaco, Mozambique, Namibia, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Slovenia, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkmenistan, Uganda,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,

Uruguay, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe:  draft resolution

Convention on the prohibition of the use, stockpiling, production
and transfer of anti-personnel mines and on their destruction

The General Assembly,
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Determined to put an end to the suffering and casualties caused by
anti-personnel mines, that kill or maim hundreds of people every week, mostly
innocent and defenceless civilians and especially children, obstruct economic
development and reconstruction, inhibit the repatriation of refugees and
internally displaced persons, and have other severe consequences for years after
emplacement,

Believing it necessary to do the utmost to contribute in an efficient and
coordinated manner to face the challenge of removing anti-personnel mines placed
throughout the world, and to assure their destruction,

Wishing to do the utmost in assuring assistance for the care and
rehabilitation, including the social and economic reintegration of mine victims,

Recalling its resolution 51/45 S of 10 December 1996 urging all States to
pursue vigorously an effective, legally-binding international agreement to ban
the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of anti-personnel landmines with a
view to completing the negotiation as soon as possible,

Stressing the role of public conscience in furthering the principles of
humanity as evidenced by the call for a total ban of anti-personnel mines and
recognizing the efforts to that end undertaken by the International Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement, the International Campaign to Ban Landmines and
numerous other non-governmental organizations around the world,

Recalling the Ottawa Declaration of 5 October 1996 and the Brussels
Declaration of 27 June 1997 urging the international community to negotiate an
international and legally binding agreement prohibiting the use, stockpiling,
production and transfer of anti-personnel mines,

Emphasizing the desirability of attracting the adherence of all States to
the Convention on the Prohibition, Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of
Anti-personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, and determined to work
strenuously towards the promotion of its universalization in all relevant fora
including, inter alia, the United Nations, the Conference on Disarmament,
regional organizations, and groupings, and review conferences of the Convention
on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which
May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects,

Basing itself on the principle of international humanitarian law that the
right of the parties to an armed conflict to choose methods or means of warfare
is not unlimited, on the principle that prohibits the employment in armed
conflicts of weapons, projectiles and materials and methods of warfare of a
nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering and on the principle
that a distinction must be made between civilians and combatants,

Welcoming the conclusion of negotiations on September 18 in Oslo, Norway,
on the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and
Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on Their Destruction,

1. Invites all States to sign the Convention which will be opened for
signature in Ottawa, Canada, from 3 December 1997 until 4 December 1997, and
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thereafter at United Nations Headquarters in New York from 5 December 1997 until
its entry into force;

2. Urges all States to ratify the Convention without delay subsequent to
their signatures; 

3. Calls on all States to contribute towards the full realization and
effective implementation of this Convention to advance the care and
rehabilitation, and the social and economic reintegration of mine victims, and
mine awareness programmes, and the removal of anti-personnel mines placed
throughout the world and the assurance of their destruction;

4. Requests the United Nations Secretary-General to render the necessary
assistance and to provide such services as may be necessary to fulfil the tasks
entrusted to him by the Convention;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session an item entitled, "Convention on the Prohibition, Use, Stockpiling,
Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on Their Destruction".
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