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Letter dated 28 August 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of
Paraguay to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

As Coordinator of the States nenbers of the Rro Goup, | have the honour to
submt herewith the foll owing declarations of the Eleventh Summit of Heads of
State and Government of the Rio Group, held in Asuncio6n, Paraguay, on 23 and
24 August 1997:

- Asunci 6n Decl aration (annex |);

- Decl arati on on the Strengthening of the United Nations and the Reform
of the Security Council (annex 11);

- Decl aration on the Defence of Denocracy (annex |I11);
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- Decl aration on Unil ateral Measures (annex 1V).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annexes circul ated as a docunent of the General Assenbly under itens 28, 59, 95,
96, 98, 104, 112, 146 and 152.

(Signed) B. Hugo SAGU ER CABALLERO
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex |
Asunci 6n Decl aration, signed at the Eleventh Summit of Heads
of State and Governnent of the Rio G oup, held in Asuncién
on 23 and 24 August 1997
Shared principles and val ues
1. We, the heads of State and Governnent of the Per manent Mechani sm for

Consul tation and Concerted Political Action - the RRo Goup, neeting in the city
of Asunci 6n, Paraguay, on 23 and 24 August 1997, reaffirmthe principles,

obj ectives and val ues shared by the countries of Latin America and the

Cari bbean, which are ained at ensuring peace and the comon wel fare, defending
representative denocracy and devel oping a joint strategy on the basis of
cooperation and integration to inprove the living conditions of our people in a
context of respect for the sovereignty, self-determ nation and juridica

equality of States.

2. Meeting again on the basis of these principles and objectives, we reaffirm
our appreciation for the Ro Group's val uabl e support of regional integration
unity and solidarity, and we therefore renew the commtnent and reaffirmthe

wi | lingness of our CGovernnents to strengthen the Rio Goup as the nost
representati ve mechani smfor consultation and concerted political action in the
regi on, and an acknow edged representative of Latin Anerica and the Caribbean in
relations with other regions and countries.

3. On this occasion, we note with satisfaction the progressive fulfilnment of
the comm tnents nmade since the creation of the Mechanism especially in
pronoting and coordinating actions to defend, strengthen and consolidate
denocracy in our region

Chall enges to the consolidation of denpcracy

4. As | eaders who are conmtted to the full and unrestricted validity of
institutions and the rule of law, we nmust pronpte initiatives that enable us to
meet the current challenges and thereby effectively foster ethical val ues and
denocratic principles in society.

5. We agree that it is essential to encourage effective and responsible
participation by citizens in public life, help strengthen political parties and
promote civic organizations and their contribution to the di scussion of issues
of public interest, bearing in mnd the diversity anong them on the basis of
respect and pluralism In this context, we consider it necessary to guide the
efforts of citizens and authorities jointly to reach higher |evels of
transparency in public managenment, respect for denocratic institutions and

ef fective social participation

6. We confirmour commtnent to fight drug trafficking and related crines,
together with terrorismand corruption, which are scourges that threaten
denocratic stability and public safety, and our determ nation to pronote and
guarantee the full exercise of fundanmental human rights.
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7. W therefore undertake to continue to work together to prevent such crines

by constantly inproving our national laws and judicial institutions, with
speci al enphasis on prevention through education

Education for denobcracy and guidelines for action

8. We are convinced that a renewed effort to pronote conplete, integrated and
denocr acy- based education in Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean in a context of
grow ng i nterdependence, technol ogi cal devel opnment and gl obalization will help
strengt hen denocratic civic culture on the basis of the full and effective

enj oynment of human rights. W also express our support for values such as

tol erance, solidarity, equity and respect for the diversity and cultura
identity of our peoples, which will enable us to defend and consolidate
denocratic governance as a factor in the devel opnent and socialization of

val ues, as a pronoter of mobility and the social advancenent of individuals and,
finally, as an essential neans of achieving cohesion and socio-cul tura

i ntegration.

9. The Decl arations of Bariloche and Vi fia del Mar, issued by the Fifth and
Si xth | bero-Anmerican Summts, respectively, are of special inportance in this
regard

10. In this context, and in order to give greater inpetus to denbcratic civic
culture, we have agreed to adopt the foll ow ng neasures:

(a) To incorporate in national educational curricula the kind of
obj ectives and content that will devel op denocratic culture at all levels, in
order to bring up ethical individuals whose behaviour is characterized by
solidarity and integrity. Therefore, the participation of teachers, famlies
and students in designing and inplenenting curricula for the education of
denocratic citizens shoul d be encouraged.

(b) To instruct the conpetent ministers to identify possible sources of
cooperation, both regional and international, in the field of education for
denocracy. Consequently, special attention should be given to strengthening the
dynam cs of cooperation and sharing of existing experience in this area, as a
basic factor in the full consolidation and deepeni ng of denocracy. In addition
suitabl e nmechanisnms will be established for inplenmenting programmes ai med at
i mprovi ng training and encouragi ng exchanges anong the youth and youth
organi zations in the region

(c) To strengthen and expand the teaching of history, focusing it on the
know edge, understandi ng and unity of peoples, in order to enhance politica
culture, intercultural awareness and self-identity.

(d) To pronote, within their fields of conpetence, the active
participation of the mass nmedia and nedia professionals in the region, in order
to strengthen denocratic civic culture by setting up new fornms of cooperation
and exchanges of experience.

(e) To formulate a joint proposal on education for denbcracy, with a view
to the Second Hem spheric Sunmit, to be held in Chile in April 1998, where
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education will be one of the main agenda itens. W al so hope that the thinking
of the RRo Goup inthis field will be of use in the discussions on the ethica
val ues of denocracy at the Seventh |bero-Anerican Summit, to be held in
Venezuel a.

Trade, devel opnent and integration

11. W reaffirmour belief that a sustained process of econom c and socia

devel opnent is fundanental to denocratic stability and will enable us to inprove
living conditions for our people. W also believe that trade is a basic el enent
in the devel opment of our people, which has benefited fromthe econom c reforns
i npl enented in the region; these reforns should be acconpani ed by policies
designed to enable people to have a greater share in the fruits of economc

gr owt h.

12. W renew our conmtnment to achieving the effective inplenmentation of the
Decl aration of Principles, the Plan of Action and the agreenents of the Summt
of the Anmericas on Sustainabl e Devel opment, held in Decenber 1996 in Santa Cruz
de la Sierra, Bolivia, which represent an inportant hemni sphere-w de contribution
to the managenent of national and international efforts in this field, since

t hey deal conprehensively with econonic, social and environnental objectives.

We therefore call on agencies, organizations and international financial
institutions to continue to help pronote the devel opnent of our countries.

13. W also draw attention to the progranme adopted at the nineteenth special
session of the United Nations to pronote Agenda 21 of the Earth Summt, whose
purpose is to avoid a setback in the fulfilment of the international comunity's
comm tnent to sustainabl e devel oprent.

14. W agree with the principles of open regionalismin the framework of a
free, non-discrimnatory and transparent multilateral trade system which
favours the incorporation of our economes into the international economc
system In this context, we call on the countries nenbers of the Wrld Trade
Organi zation (WO to abide by the Uuguay Round agreenents of the CGenera
Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade, so as to inprove the operation of the
nmultilateral trade systemand thereby facilitate trade fl ows between our region
and ot her countri es.

15. W value the bilateral and subregional integration and free-trade processes
t hat have been evolving in Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean. The progress nmade
by the Southern Cone Common Market (MERCOSUR), the Andean Community, the G oup
of Three, the Central Anerican Conmon Market, the Cari bbean Community (CARI COM
and other integration schemes is stinulating further devel opnent of free trade
in the context of open regionalism

16. W reaffirmour commtnent to conclude negotiations on establishing a free-
trade area of the Americas by the year 2005. To this end, we support the
openi ng of negotiations at the Second Sunmt of the Americas, to be held in
Santiago, Chile, in April 1998. W also agree to design a joint regiona
strategy in the next few nonths, in the framework of efforts towards a free-
trade area, in order to ensure the success of the Santiago sumit neeting.
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17. W recogni ze the inportance of protecting workers' rights and of the

rel ati onship between trade and the environnent. However, we feel that these

i ssues should be dealt with exclusively in the corresponding nultil atera

forums, nanely, the International Labour Organization for |abour-related matters
and the Commttee on Trade and Environment of the World Trade O ganization (WO
for environmental matters and international trade, as decided at the WO neeting
in Singapore in Novenber 1996

18. W consider it necessary to create suitable conditions for encouraging
investnment in the nost depressed areas of the region, thereby pronoting growh
that is linked to human devel opnent.

19. W reiterate our satisfaction at the progress made with regard to
integration in Latin America and the Caribbean, noting that integration should
be regarded not only as a tool for pronoting trade but al so as a process for
enhanci ng t he har noni ous devel opnent of the region as a whole, which wll
benefit all levels of society.

Summit of heads of State and Governnent of Latin Anerican and the Caribbean and
of the European Union

20. We confirmthat the political dialogue between the Latin American and
Cari bbean regi on and the European Union for the past few years has hel ped | ead
to a better relationship between them and the creation of new cooperation
mechani sns.

21. W also welcone the initiative of convening a sumit mneeting between the
heads of State and Covernnment of the countries of the European Union and those
of our region. |If this idea comes to fruition, it will represent a qualitative
advance in the deepening of our bi-regional relations; joint preparation wll
therefore be required in order to define objectives and an agenda.

22. W renew our commitnent to participate in the Seventh |bero-Anerican
Summi t, convened by Venezuela, to be held on 8 and 9 Novenber 1997, in the
belief that the debate on the ethical values of denobcracy will offer a
significant opportunity to deepen and strengthen denbcracy in our countries.

Second hem spheric summit neeting

23. W attach great inportance to the holding of the Second Summt of Heads of
State and Government of the Americas, to be held on 18 and 19 April 1998 in
Santiago, Chile, for we are certain that this neeting will further the

achi evenent of definite, concrete progress towards cooperation and integration
in the Anericas.

24. W express our conmitnment to this valuable initiative, which is designed to
st rengt hen hem sphere-w de di al ogue and consultation, and we note the inportance
of the concerted efforts of the Ro Goup in helping to ensure the success of
this neeting.
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Uni versal Congress on the Panama Cana

25. We reaffirmthe inportance of the Universal Congress on the Panama Canal,
to be held from7 to 10 Septenber 1997 as a forumopen to the entire

i nternational community; this nmeeting should serve as a consultation mechani sm
for specifically exam ning the role which the Canal should play in the twenty-
first century and the plans for expanding its services which the Government of
Panama is pronoting through the Board of Directors of the Panama Cana
Authority. W also express our belief that the results of the Congress wll
contribute to the growmth of world trade and to econonic growh within the region
and will pronote international cooperation on the basis of the principle that
the I nteroceanic Panama Canal will be open, on an equal and strictly neutra
basis, to all the world's users and econoni es.

Reform of the United Nations

26. W recognize the inmportance of undertaking an institutional reformof the
United Nations to ensure that its organs and worki ng nethods reflect the new
realities of the international comunity and the appropriate role of Latin
America and the Caribbean in the O ganization

Unil ateral neasures

27. We reiterate our firmrejection of the unilateral and extraterritoria
application of national |laws as being a violation of national sovereignty, a
fundanmental principle of international |aw and of the Charter of the United
Nati ons. Measures of this type have a harnful inpact on internationa

rel ations, trade, investment and cooperation

28. We instruct our mnisters and representatives to continue to work jointly
with respect to unilateral actions, focusing special attention on follow ng up
the progress made in this matter

Illicit drug trafficking and related crines

29. We reaffirmthat the fight against drug trafficking requires a

conpr ehensi ve approach and concerted action throughout the hem sphere, supported
by international cooperation, in a context of shared responsibility among al

the countries of the region. The fight against this scourge and related crines
shoul d be carried on in accordance with full respect for the | aws of each
country and on the basis of international conventions on the subject.
Accordingly, we wel cone the signing of a hem sphere-w de strategy to conbat drug
trafficking, through which the countries of the Americas have agreed to take
specific neasures to deal with this problem

30. We express our concern that drug use and abuse have increased significantly
t hroughout the world. W therefore believe a study of anti-drug strategies
shoul d be nade in the context of the prevailing international instruments on the
subj ect, using a conprehensive approach and pl aci ng speci al enphasis on demand-
control programmes.



A 52/ 347
Engl i sh
Page 8

31. W also note with concern the increase in the manufacture and consunption
of synthetic drugs, a phenonenon that deserves greater attention on the part of
the intentional community.

32. W express our satisfaction at the work bei ng done by the Ad Hoc Wirking
G oup on Drugs, which should continue its work until it has defined a joint
position to be taken by the nenbers of the Ro Goup at the special session of
the United Nations General Assenbly on strengthening international cooperation
on drug control, to be held in 1998. W believe that this Goup should focus
its attention on defining specific proposals and concrete actions to reduce the
illicit demand for drugs in all countries, pronote alternative crop-devel opnent
programes and devise formulas to conbat noney-laundering, illicit arns
trafficking and the diversion of chemical precursors for illicit purposes.

33. W again stress the need to increase resources frombilateral and

mul tilateral sources to finance alternative devel opment progranmmres and projects,
including in themthe social and econom c aspects of drug trafficking, in order
to meet the needs of the communities involved in the growing of illicit crops.

Terrorism

34. We reaffirmthe Goup's position, and that of the 1996 I|nter-Anerican
Speci al i zed Conference on Terrorism that terrorist acts are serious conmmon
of fenses and a systematic and deliberate violation of individual rights.

35. W also recall the communiqué of 23 April 1997 fromthe R o G oup, which
expresses our satisfaction at the release of the hostages in Lim, Peru

36. In addition, we wel come the humanitarian efforts of the Governnent of
Col onbi a, which culmnated in the release of 70 Col onbi an sol diers by the
guerilla group.

37. W undertake to strengthen the legal and political framework and to devel op
judicial cooperation mechani sms anmong our countries for the purpose of fighting
terrorismnore effectively.

Cooperation in efforts against corruption

38. W express our satisfaction at the entry into force of the Inter-American
Convention against Corruption, which is the first international instrunent
designed to conbat this of fence through cooperation nechani sns that hel p defend
our denocratic institutions, and we reaffirmour political will to continue
seeking further arrangements to keep up the fight against this scourge.

39. In this context, we underline the inportance of the Ei ghth Internationa
Conf erence against Corruption, to be held in Lima from7 to 11 Septenber 1997

International confidence-building and security

40. Determined to continue to make headway in consolidating the region as an
area free of anti-personnel mnes, we have agreed to participate actively in the
O tawa process for the prohibition of anti-personnel mnes, and we undertake to

/...
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wor k together to make our region the first region free of weapons of this type
in the world.

41. W consider that Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean have an inportant role to
play in the full and effective enforcenent of the instrunents regulating the
possessi on, nanufacture and transfer of weapons of nmass destruction, and we
reiterate our firmdeterm ne to keep our region free of weapons of this type,
and of arms races.

42. W express our commtment to inplenent consultation and confidence-buil ding
neasures, bearing in mnd the need to strengthen political dialogue and
cooperation in order to create conditions of greater transparency, stability and
security, including a consultation process on the limtation and control of
conventional weapons, as recognized in the Santiago Decl aration on Confidence-
and Security-Buil ding Measures, adopted in Novenber 1995.

43. W express our support for the goal of successfully concluding the present
negoti ati ons on a convention against the manufacture and illicit traffic in
firearns, ammunition, explosives and other related matériel, so that this

rel evant inter-American instrument may be opened for signature in 1997 as a
substantial conmtnment by all the countries of the Arericas to fight organized
crime, terrorismand violence, and we therefore hope it will come into force as
soon as possi bl e.

M grant workers

44, W draw attention to the responsibility of countries of origin and host
countries to strengthen cooperation on nigrant workers. Accordingly, we urge
t he adoption of measures to ensure the full exercise of their human rights and
their social and econom c wel |l -being.

45. W express our deep concern at the growi ng manifestati ons of racism
xenophobi a and other forns of discrimnation and i nhuman or degradi ng treatnent
to which mgrant workers in sone countries are subjected, and we therefore agree
that there is a need to pronote agreenents to ensure respect for human rights
and the dignity of all individuals.

46. W draw attention to the initiatives now being taken on this matter by the
United Nations through resol utions adopted by the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts and
by the Organi zation of Anerican States, and to any bilateral instrunments that
the States involved may establi sh.

The new international human order

47. W have exchanged views on the call for a new international human order on
t he basis of human-centred devel opnent, and we recogni ze that the concept places
the well -being and social equity of peoples at the core of devel opment, both
nationally and internationally.

48. W take note of the CARRCOM initiative ainmed at the establishnent of a
regional integration fund in the context of negotiations on the proposed free-
trade area of the Anericas, as a nechanismto alleviate the probl em of
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i mbal ances between the nore devel oped countries and the smaller countries of the
hem sphere.

International cooperation on Quatenal a

49. The heads of State and Governnent of the countries nenbers of the Rio Goup
wel cone the fact that the Total Agreenent on a Firmand Lasting Peace in

Quat emal a, signed on 29 Decenber 1996, is being enforced under the established
ternms. Accordingly, we call on the international comunity and the
international financial institutions to continue their support for the
pacification process in GQuatemala, particularly bearing in mnd the sectors nost
affected by the conflict, and finding appropriate formulas to streamine
assistance to this country and pronote a greater flow of resources.

Touri sm

50. W express our satisfaction at the growth of the tourismsector in our
econom es and its inportant contribution to the region in ternms of enpl oynent,

i nvestment and integration anong its peoples. W therefore support the efforts
of the Tourism Conm ssion of South America (COTASUR) to create a joint tourism
promotion programre, together with the joint initiatives aimed at devel opi ng
this inportant sector throughout Latin Anmerica and the Cari bbean

51. In view of the inmportance we attach to the defence of denocracy, reform of
the United Nations and unilateral neasures, we have decided to include a
speci fic declaration on each topic.

52. Qur Mnistries of Foreign Affairs shall be responsible for follow ng up the
deci sions taken by the Rio Goup through the secretariat pro tenpore and the
Troi ka.

53. W have agreed to hold the Twelfth Summt of Heads of State and Gover nnent
in Panama City, Republic of Panama, on 4 and 5 Septenber 1998.

54. W, the heads of State and CGovernnent neeting at Asunci 6n, wish to express
our thanks and congratulations to the President of the Republic of Paraguay,
Juan Carl os Wasnosy, to his CGovernnment and to the people of Paraguay for their
hospitality and for the excellent organization and conduct of the El eventh
Sunmit of the Permanent Mechani smfor Consultation and Concerted Politica
Act i on.



DONE at Asunci 6n,
in three original
equal |y aut henti c.

capital

(Signed) Carlos Saul MENEM
Presi dent of Argentina

(Signed) Fernando Henrique CARDOSO
Presi dent of Brazil

(Signed) Ernesto SAMPER Pl ZANO
Presi dent of Col onbi a

(Signed) denent RCOHEE
M nister for Foreign Affairs
of Quyana
(Signed) Ernesto ZEDI LLO PONCE de LEON

Presi dent of Mexico

(Signed) Juan Carlos WASMOSY MONTI
Presi dent of Paraguay

(Signed) Julio Maria SANGUI NETTI
Presi dent of Uruguay

of the Republic of Paraguay,
texts in Spanish, Portuguese and English, all
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on 24 August 1997,
texts being

(Signed) Hugo BANZER SUAREZ
Presi dent of Bolivia
(Signed) Eduardo FREI RU Z- TAGLE

President of Chile

(Signed) Fabian Ernesto ALARCON RI VERA
Presi dent of Ecuador

(Signed) José DELMER URBI ZO
M nister for Foreign Affairs
of Hondur as

(Signed) Ernesto PEREZ BALLADARES
Presi dent of Panama

(Signed) Alberto FUJIMORI FUJI MORI
Presi dent of Peru

(Signed) Rafael CALDERA
Presi dent of Venezuel a
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Annex |1

Declaration on the Strengthening of the United Nations and the reform
of the Security Council., adopted on 24 August 1997 by the El eventh
Summit of Heads of State and Governnent of the Ri o G oup

We, the heads of State and Governnent, neeting in Asunci 6n at the El eventh
Summit of the Rio Goup, reaffirmng the views contained in the R o de Janeiro
Decl arati on of Septenber 1994 concerning the process of expansion and reform of
the United Nations Security Council, declare the foll ow ng:

1. We reaffirmour full commtment to the principles of nultilateralism in

particul ar the sovereign equality of States and respect for the | egal order, as
central elenents of the United Nations. W stress in this context the need to
strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to neet the new chall enges of the

international situation. |In this respect, we welcone the initiative of the
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations to propose to the General Assenbly a
broad reform programe, which was subnmitted on 16 July 1997. |In particular, we

support the efforts to strengthen the effectiveness of the Secretary-CGeneral and
t he enphasis which is being placed on activities for the pronotion of econonic
and soci al devel oprent.

2. For all these reasons, we feel that the reforms which will have to be
carried out constitute a fundamental step in adapting international institutions
to the new chall enges facing the international comunity.

3. Al'so, taking into consideration the inportance which has been acquired by
the processes of reformof the Organization, we will remain alert to the

devel opnent of those processes and, to that end, will continue to carry out the
appropriate consul tations.

4. W reiterate the terns of the Rio de Janeiro Presidential Declaration of
1994, which expressed the great inportance we attach to the process of expansion
and reformof the United Nations Security Council to correct the inbal ances of
its current conposition, inprove the decision-nmaking nechani sns and give greater
transparency to the conduct of its work, reflecting all the Menbers of the
Organization in a nore legitimate and representati ve manner

We al so reaffirmthat because of its legal tradition and its contribution
to the cause of peace, the Latin Anerican and Cari bbean regi on shoul d be
consi dered in any expansion of the Security Council.

5. To that end, we declare that the region should fill the posts assigned to
it through a process whose results have not only legal validity but also
political legitimacy, offering a real and effective equality of denobcratic
opportunity of access to those posts.

6. W reaffirmthat the reformof the Security Council should respect the
princi pl es of equitable geographical distribution and the sovereign equality of
St at es.
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7. W al so declare that a reformresulting fromdiscrimnatory treatnment
bet ween devel oped and devel opi ng countries woul d be unaccept abl e.
8. Taki ng i nto account the need to observe denocratic principles and to

surnmount the historical circunstances which existed in 1945, we reaffirmthat
the ideal is to advance towards the total elinmnation of the veto. As a first
step, its use should be strictly limted to the matters covered in Chapter VI
of the Charter of the United Nations.

9. We stress the inportance attached to transparency in the work and deci si on-
nmaki ng process of the Security Council. W take note with satisfaction of
certain recent inprovenents with regard to its procedures and net hods of work.
We feel that nore public and orientation neetings should be held, for instance
on the occasi ons when the Secretary-General or his special envoys present
reports.

In addition, States which are not menbers should be invited to participate
in the Security Council's informal consultations in accordance with the
provisions of Articles 31 and 32 of the Charter. W support other mneasures
suggested within the framework of the General Assenbly with a view to enhancing
the transparency and legitimacy of the actions of the Security Council

10. We feel that expansion, reformof working nethods and the question of the
veto forman integral part of the reformof the Security Council and shoul d be
part of the sane agreenent.

11. W reiterate the desire of our Governments to continue to participate
actively in the Working Group in order to achi eve general agreenent.

12. In the light of the foregoing considerations and taking into account the
dynam cs and political inportance of the subject, we have decided to instruct
our Mnisters for Foreign Affairs to maintain a broad dial ogue on the issue,
taking into account the regional interest, and to seek an understandi ng on the
subj ect.
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Annex |1

Declaration on the Defence of Denobcracy., adopted on 24 August 1997
by the Eleventh Sunmt of Heads of State and Governnent of the

Ri o G oup
1. W, the heads of State and Government of the Rio Goup, have conducted an
i ntensi ve exchange of views on the need to preserve and strengthen
representative denocracy, the value of which is shared by all its nenbers, and

the effective exercise of which constitutes an obligation for its nmenber States.

2. We are convinced that representative denocracy is the foundation of the
legitimacy of political systenms and an essential condition for the peace,
stability and devel opment of the region, and for the hem spheric integration
process in which our countries are invol ved.

3. We agree that the elimnation of extrene poverty, the achi evement of soci al
justice and the pronotion of forns of civic participation, as well as the

i nprovenent of the living conditions and general well-being of our peoples, are
per manent obj ectives of our countries which nay be nore easily achi eved through
cooperation and coordi nati on anong denocratic Governments.

4. W reiterate that the pronotion and observance of ethical val ues and
respect for human rights are the foundation and raison d' étre of the legitimacy
of political systenms, and that only denocracy can effectively guarantee that
they remain valid

5. W reaffirmthat any attack on the denocracy of a country of the region
constitutes an assault against the principles which underlie the solidarity of
the States of the Anmericas.

6. Therefore, in the quest for the preservation of representative denocracy
and the full validity of institutions, we agree that, should circunstances arise
in any of the nmenber countries of the Ro Goup which disrupt the rule of |aw or
entail a breach of the constitutional order, the secretariat pro tenpore wll
convene a neeting of the Mnisters for Foreign Affairs to consider the
situation.
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Annex |V
Declaration on Unil ateral Measures, adopted on 24 August 1997
by the Eleventh Sunmt of Heads of State and Governnent of the
Rio Goup
1. W, the heads of State of the Pernmanent Mechani smfor Consul tation and

Concerted Political Action - the RRo Goup - neeting in Asunci 6n, Paraguay, on
23 and 24 August 1997, on the occasion of the Eleventh Sunmt of the Rio G oup
reaffirmour conmmtment to respect for international [aw as a norm of conduct of
States in their international relations, enshrined as a principle in the Charter
of the United Nations and in the Charter of the Organization of Anerican States.

2. W reject once again the unilateral and extraterritorial application of
nati onal |laws as actions which violate the legal equality of States and the
principles of respect for and dignity of national sovereignty and
non-intervention in the internal affairs of other States, and which threaten
coexi stence between States. Wthin the sphere of international relations, these
neasures adversely affect trade, investment and cooperation. Such neasures as
the Hel ms-Burton Act and recent efforts to broaden its scope, assessnents of
human rights situations, certification processes in conbating drug trafficking,
environnental criteria and attenpts to nake cooperation conditional on the
voting patterns of countries in international bodies erode the relations of
friendship and cooperation anong States.

3. We undertake to continue to coordinate our positions on these issues in
regional and international forums and to contribute to the work of the United
Nations Decade of International Law with the goal of intensifying the analysis
of the question of the unilateral and extraterritorial application of nationa

| aws, strengthening nmultilateralismthrough the application of the internationa
agreenents signed by States and guiding the external conduct of our countries on
the basis of international |aw.

4. We confirmour willingness to engage in constructive dialogue in this area
and our firmcommtnent to strengthen multilateral cooperation



