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AI{NEX

Progress report bv the Director-General of the United Nations
fiucational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

I. The Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization has the honour to submit this progress report in pursuance of
resolution 35/20L of the General Assembly, which reguested him "to submit a
progress report on the implementation of the fnternational Programme for the
Development of Communication to the General Assembty at its thirty-sixth session".

2. At its twentieth session, on a proposal by the delegation of the United States
of America' the General Conference unanimously invited the Director-General to
convene a planning meeting of representatives of Governments, to develop a proposal
for institutional arrangements to systenatize collaborative consultation on
communications development activities, needs and plans. Mter the appropriate
consultations, the Intergovernmental Conference for Co-operation on Activities,
Needs, and Programmes for Communication Developrnent, known as the DEVCOM

Conference, met in Paris in April 1980. By consensus it adopted a reconmendation
to establish an fnternational Programme for the Development of Communication.

3. That recomnendation was approved by the General Conference at its twenty-fj.rst
session, in resoluLion 4/2L, which was afso adopted by consensus. That resolution
described the reasons for establishing the Progranme, defined its objectives and
competence, and described the neasures necessary for its effective functioning. fn
particular, it provided for the creation of an Intergovernmental Council, defined
as a co-ordinating body with the task of implementing the objectives of the
Programmer dhd laid down the Statutes of that Council.

4. At the invitation of the Director-General, the representative of the 35 member
States elected by the General Conference at its twenty-first session to serve on
the Intergovernmental Council met for the first time from 15 to 22 June l98t at
UNESCO headquarters. In addition, the work of the Council was observed by
representatives of 4l other nember States, seven organizations of the United
Nations system and four international intergovernmental organizations.

5. The Council elected as President Mr. Gunnar Garbo, head of the delegation of
Norwayr and elected its Bureau as follows: Vice-Presidents: the delegates of
Indiar Iraq and Mexicol Raptrmrteur: Mr. Alfred Opubor, head of the delegation of
Nigeriat nemberst the delegates of Benin, France and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics.

6. Under the terms of its mandate, it was the task of t,he Intergovernmental
Council to decide on the specific arrangements and practical measures required to
launch the operational phase of the International Programme. To that end, the
Council outlined two complementary and paralleI courses of action which would
enable the Programme to move into a new phase. The text of the resolution which it
unanimously adopted may be found in appendix 1 to this report.
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7. Firstr the Council decided that beginning next year, the progranme would
support, within the linitations of available resources allowed, the execution of a
few well-studied projects. During this first phase, priority wilL be given to the
regional and subregional leve1s of communication developnent, parEicularly when it
affects technical co-operation between developing countries. One fundamental
objective will be to strenthen endogenous conmunications capabilities, especially
in countries where those capabilities are most inadeguate. Accordingly, a number
of projects which meet these criteria appear on the agenda of the next meeting of
the Intergovernmental Council.

8. Initially, resources wilL be provided by financial contributions made to the
Programme. At the first neeting of the Council, the representatives of France,
Nigeria, Norway, Venezuela and Yugoslavia declared their intention of contributing
to the Progranne, t,he form and amount of those contributions to be determined at a
later stagel while India, Iragr and Mexico, together with the Netherlands,
announced the amounts of their contributions to the special account opened by the
Director-General to receive contributions to the Progranme.

9. In addition, the Council invited the Director-General to make an appeal on its
behalf to all member States, international organizations and agencies of the United
Nations system as well as other intergovernnental and nonjovernmental
organizations, professional groups or other available sources to make contributions
to the Programme as swiftly as possible, and to report on the reaction of these
parties to the next meeting of the Council. The Director-Generalr who has,
moreoverr often stressed that the Progranme will not be able to achieve the
objectives unanimously assigned to it by the international community without
adeguate resources, consequently made an appeal to member States to that end (see
appendix II).

10. Secondly, the Council defined the main areas in which further research was
reguiredr dlrd specified the procedures for carrying out that work, so that
inplementation of the Programme could be soundly based and backed up by more
comprehensive data.

11. The Council therefore decided that a guestionnaire would be sent to all nenber
States in order bet.ter to identify their needs. Sinilarly, the studies already
undertaken in that area, particularly by the Secretariat, should be collated and
updated in the light of the recommendations adopted by the conferences on
communication policies organized by UNESCO in Africa, Latin America and Asia. The
Council would then have a clearer idea of the priorities of communication
developnent, and might wish to modify or supplement, as necessary, the criteria
which it has fixed for the selection of projects. The guestionnaire on needs will
be sent out as soon as possible, and a progress report on needs will be subnitted
at the next meeting of the Council.

L2. In the debate on guestions of co-operation, the nembers of the council
stressed the link between the successful execution of the Programme and the
broadening of co-operation to all bodies which might contribute to communication
developnent, particularly by making optirnal use of existing regional and
subregional co-operation arrangements.
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close collaboration
agencies of the United

14. In that connexion, the representative of the International Telecomrnunication
Union announced that his organization had decided that one of its staff members
would assume full-time responsibility for naintaining liaison between the Union andthe Programme. fn addition, two meetings of the Inter-agency Working Group set upin pursuance of paragraph IV.4. (d) of resolution 4/2L were convened by the
Director-General at ttNESCo headguarters, the first in April I98l and the second
imnediately after the meeting of the Council in June 1981. while not aII the
organizations.of the United Nations system have the same interest in communication
developnent, the participants at first neeting of the lforking Group were of the
opinion tbat it would be desirable to pernit all institutions of the systen which
declared their intention to participate in the progranme to take part in neetings
of both the Working Group and the Council. At their second meeting, theparticipants decided to improve exchange of information among then and to
strengthen the co-ordination of their respective activities in the field of
comnunication.

15. Lastly, the Council decided that the appropriate system of financing and
resources for the Programme would be established in the light of the result of the
studies already carried out on the subject, and invited the Director-ceneral to
continue to explore, among other al.ternativesl the possibilities of elevating that
system to the status of an international fund within the framework of ['NESCO.

15. The Council agreed to meet again before the end of 1981 and decided, on theinvitation of the delegation of llexico, to hold its second meeting in Mexico in theIatter half of November.

L7. At the same time as it has been implenenting the International programtne,
tNEsCo has continued its operational activities in the field of communication. on
the one hand, the Regular Progranme approved by the General Conference at itstwenty-first session calls for co-operation activities for integrated planning in
connunicationr development of nationaL production capacities and training of
communications specialists. on the other hand, the same level of operational
activities continues to be financed by extrabudgetary resourcesr in particular from
the united Nations Developnent programme and from trust funds.
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APPENDIX I

Resolution No. I adopted on 22 June l98I bv the Intergovernmental Cguncil
of the International Programme for the Development of Communication

The Council,

Recallinq resolution 4/21 adopted at the twenty-first session of the General
Conference, resolving to establish, within the framework of IINESCOT an
International Programne for the Development of Conmunication (IPDC) and to elect
the Intergovernmental Council of the Progrdltlttl€1

Noting that, under the terms of this resolution, the Director-General is
invited, 'in consultation with the Intergovernmental Council" to nake the
appropriate arrangements "to mobilize resources needed for the International
Programme and to seek contributions from member States and other parties concerned"l

Recalling that the General Conference resolved under the s-ame resolution to
set up without delay the appropriate systems of financing and resourcesr referred
to in parts V and VI of the Recommendation of the International Progranme for the
Development of Communication (DEV@M Conference, LNESCO, Paris, 1980) '

Further noting that in accordance with the sane resolution' the
Director-General is invited "in consultation with the Intergovernmental Councilor
to explore, among other alternatives, the possibilities of elevating the
appropriate system of financing and resources to the status of an internat,ional
fund within the framework of UNESCO,

Taking note that by virtue of the Statutes of the IPDC' the Council of the
programme is responsible for "devising an appropriate system of financing for the
Programme and seeking the necessary resources for the implementation of the
programme and for the development of conmunication for the benefit of countries
requesting assistance from the Progrdttull€rr

Recalling also the Reconmendation on the IPDC, adopted by consensus at the
Intergovernmental Conference for Co-operation on Activities, Needs and Progranmes
for Conmunication Developnent (DEVCOII{) and approved at the t}renty-first session of
the General Confer€DCer

Taking note of resolution A/35/2OL adopted at the thirty-fifth session of the
General Assembly of the United Nationsr which expresses its satisfaction at the
establishment of the IPDC and calls upon the Secretary-General to render fuII
co-operation and support to the IPDC and to seek and encourage interagency
co-operation and the participation of the agencies in the activities of the
Prograrnme and its Intergovernmental Council'

Taking into account with satisfaction the opening by the Director-General of a
Special Account for the IPDC in accordance with the provisions of the
Organization's Financial Regulations and that contributions to this account nay be
made by member States or associate member States of IJNESCO, organizations of the

/...
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Unlted Nations or other intergovernmental organizations' and public or private
organizations or private lndividualsr

1' Re{l+rms thaE one of the nost urgent tasks of the IPDC consists in
seeking anEfru-ing the reaources that wlll enable the Prograrme to take up its
activities as soon as possiblel

2. Considers that the appropriations approved by the twenty-first session of
the General Conference might not even be sufficient to comnence the IPDCTs
activities satisfactorilyl

3. DtPresses its appreciatlon to al.l member States which announced their
contributions to the IPDC1 in the forn of financial means' manporver, materialsl
technology and trainlng for the development of conmunlcationr especially taking
note of the contributlons in this regard from developing countries;

{. Notes with satisfaction the wish expressed by several members of the
Council to launch as soon as possible some operational projects under the
sponsorship of and with contribution fron the fPDCI

5. Oonsiders that while the needs of member States in the field of
communication developnent are being ldentlfied and IPDC priorities for activities
and prograrnmes deternined, certain proJects of operational nature can be approved
and lnitlated according to the relevant procedures, within the lirnitations of
available resources,

6. 9a11s upon nenber States, developed and developing alike, organizatlons
andagenceffi.TnitedNationssystem,iswe1lasotherintergovernmentaI
organizations and concerned public and private enterpriEes, to lend their support
to the expansion of IPDC resourceat

7. Invites nenber States to take the necessary steps within the
organizations and agencies of the United Nations system and other organizations of
whlch they are members so as to secure satisfactory implenentation of the IpDC
through the all.ocatlon of additional resoureest

8. fnvites the Director-Generalr

(a) llo naker on behalf of the Oouncil' an appeal to all nernber States,
internatlonal organizations and agenciee of the United Nations system as well ag
other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, professional groups or
other available sources to nake contrlbutions to the Progratuoe as swiftly as
possible, and to report on the reactl.on of these parties to the next neeting of the
Councill

(b) To continue to explore in consultation with the Intergovernmental Councll
among other alternatives, the possibilitles of elevating the appropriate systen of
flnanclng and resources to the status of an international fund within the franenork
of UNESCO lresolutlon 4/2L (IV, 4 (f) ) of the twenty-first seesion of the General
Confererrcel t

/...
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(c) To PrePare for the next meeting of the Council dossiers for a few
well-studied projects, particularly those of a regional or subregional scope, ained
at improving information and cornmunication within and between regions and based on
the wishes of member States as expressed in the the Reconnendation of the
intergovernmental conferences on communication policies in Latin America and the
Caribbean' in A.sia and @eania and in Africal

(d) To update the studies annexed to the working paper of the DEVCOM

Conference related to basic statistics on communication developrnent, needs and
prograrunes for communication development and mechanisms of consultation and
co-operation, and subnit them to the next neeting of the Council;

9. Requests the President of the Council, in consultation with the
Director-General, to solicit the support of the financing and other sources to the
IPDC and examine the nodalities of this support and to report his conclusions to
the next meeting of the Council.
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APPENDIX II

Letter dated 31 JuIy 1981 frorn the Director-General of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

addressed to the member States of LN&SCO

I have the honour to draw your attention to resolution 4/2L which the General
Confererrce of UNESCO adopted at its twenty-first session and by which it
established' within the framework of UNESCO, an International Programne for the
Development of Communication. This International Programme, aiming to increase
co-operation and assistance for the development of communication infrastructures
and to reduce the gap between various countries in the conmunication field must,
under the terms of the aforenentioned resolution, form part of the efforts for the
establishnent of a new, more just and more effective world information and
communication order.

By the same resolution, the General Conference elected an Intergovernmental
Council responsible for irnplenenting the objectives of the International
Programrne. This Council, whose first sesion was recently held in Paris, invited
me' by its resolution IPDC/C0NF.2O4/P.E5.1, adopted unaninously by its nembers, "to
nake, on behalf of the Councilr an appeal to all member States, international
organizations and agencies of the United Nations system as well as other
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, professional groups or other
available sources to make contributions to the Progranme as swiftly as possible,
and to report on the reaction of these parties to the next meeting of the Councilr.

In pursuance of that resolution, I am making the present appeal to menber
States. I should be particularly grateful if the Governnent of your country were
to contribute to the inplementation of the Programme. In order to receive
financial contributions, I have, in accordance with the provisions of the Financial
Regulations of TNESCO (arts. 6.6 and 6.7), opened a Special Account into which all
paynents will be made. Several member States participating in the deliberations of
the Council announced at its first neeting their intention to make a financial
contribution to the execution of the Programme. Among their nurnber were developing
countries whose desire thus to contribute to the Programrne despite the meagieness
of their resources affords evidence of the ideal of open-ended international
co-operation and solidarity that has been inspired by the establishment of the IPDC
by the General Conference.

I shall notify the Intergovernmental Council at its next neeting, which is due
to take place in November 1991, of t,he amount of the contributions received or
pledged, country by countrYr so as to enable it to take the necessary steps to
launch the Programmers initial activities.

The General Conference expressed the hope that, in addition to cash
contributions, countries, organizations, professional groups and other sources
would lend their support to the expansion of Lhe International Programme in the
form of manpohterr materials, technology and training, so as to ensure its speedy
and satisfactory implementation.
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I should therefore be grateful if you would be so good as to inforrn me of the
action that you are intending to take in responae to this appeal.

I consider the International Progranne for the Developnent of Conrnunication to
hold out a great hope of improving understanding between peoples and nations by
ushering in a new era of international co-operation in communication.

Anadou-l{ahtar }lrBot{


