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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Advisory conmittee for the International Year of Disabl-ed Pelsons held
its third session at vi.enna f"om 3 to 1'l August 1981 and its repoxt is being
subnitted to the current session of the General As senrbly in docrment

^/ 
36 /\'tr/Add,.r.

2. The present statenent contains observatiOns of the secretary-General on the
act:ainistrat ive antl financial implications of the reconmendations of the third
session of the Ad.visory Coumittee.

I]. DRAFT i'trORLD PROGRAI,IME OF ACTION CONCNRI{ING

DISASLED PEBSONS

?- Tn r)a.r:-sra-T)h I of reconmendation 1 (fff), tfre Advisory Conn0ittee recormends
that the General Assembly encourage the Secretary-General to find the means within
existing budgets to provide additional resources to the Centre for Social
Developnent and Ilunanitarian Affaias to enabfe the Centre to provide a fo1low-up
to the Year and facilitate the implementation of the ldorl-d ?rograffiae of Action'
The Secretary-General ' bearing in nind Economic and Social- Council- resolution
fgBO /67 conclrning iniernational years and anniversaries " has already been making

every effort to absorb the costs of folIow-up activities of the Year l'rithin
existing resources through internal Tedeploynent r'rithin the centre'

11. Tn paragraph 11 of the sarte recommendation, the Advisory Cormittee reconnends

that the General Assenrbly encourage the secretary-General, the speciafized- agencies
and other bodies and organization of the United lilations system to inprove
emplolment opportunities for disabled persons ldthin those bodies at alf levels and

to improve access to their buifdings and facilities and to their infomation'

5. Ilitb regard to the improvement of employment opportunities for disabled
personsl it r,rill be recalled that the Secretary-General , in paragraph 3 of
l/Z> /tt\i / ma.3 subnitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session,
informed the Assenbly that the recruitnent policy of the Organization did not
distinguish between persons vho lrere disabled and. those who vere not and that he'
nevertheless, intended to bring the Ad'visory Cour.ittee's reconmendation to the
attention of all organizational- units of the United liations as we1l as the
specialized ageneiei. The reconnendation of the AdTisory Con::rittee vould again be

brought to the attention of the forthcoming inter-agency meeting on the
International Year of Disabled Pe"sons' to be held at Vienna on 2? and"

.lB october 1981.

6, As regard.s the question of access to buifdings and facilities, it vi11 be

recalled that the Secretary-General " in paragraph 3 ot A/35/\\\ /Add'3' lnformed
the Generat Assembly that he had commissioned a consul-tant, who was herself
ha.ndicapped, to un(Lert a.lie a study of roodifications to United I'lations Headquarters
buildings require<1 to meet the needs of disabled persons. The consu-lJant has

con?leted her study, and a number of the physical modlfications to the
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United Nations prer,rises recormended- therein are being ir,rplement e d on a priority
basis in ider^r Yorli, Geneva and Vienna. further changes stil]. renain to be
undertaken for the ful-l accessibility and freedom of raobility for the disabfed at
United llations Headquarte]s.

7. Ilith regara[ to the qrr-estion of access to information, it wi]-I be recalled
that the General Assenbly, at its thirty-fifth session, approved resou.Tces for a
consultancy assignment of four rrork-months to revi err the question of a.ccess to
Unitecl Nations d.ocunents and information for persons with sensory disabifities.
An outline of this stud.y has been prepared and axrangements are presentfy under
'tray for the recruitnent of a consuf-tant to undertahe this study, which is expected
to be completed early in 1982.

III. SUPPORTIIIG ACTIVITIES FON THE DEVNLOP}.4EMI OF TECHNICAL
CO.-OPNRATION IN THE PRUVENT]ON OF DfSABILITY AND THE
XNHASILITATION AND EqUALIZATION OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR
DTSltiLrlD PBSONS IN DEVELOPING COIIIITFIES

3. By paraglaph 2 of recomendation 3 (fff), tfre Atlvisory Cornrnittee recornmends
that the General Assenbly should request the Secretary-General to t€,tre inr:nediate
action, until the question of the continuation of the International fnstitute for
Rehabilitation in Developing Countries is to be d.efinitely settled, to secu-re the
necessary sunport services for intensified technical- co-operation in the
prevention of disability and the rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities
for atisabled. persons and to support " in particular " the regional- activities in
that regard.

O qh^rr'l A +L- r:andra l Assenbly approve this reconmendation, the
Secretary-General r'/oul-d make necessary arrangements for :

(a) Substantive support of the present efforts of the nationa-l cou,ritiees
of the fnternational Year of Disabled Persons to co-ordinate disability--related
activities of governmenta1 and- non-governmental organizations at the national-,
regional and local levels;

(b) Provision of support services to the regional comij.ssions lthich are
presently working on inproving technical- co--operation at the regional 1eve1 in
prevention of disability and rehabilitation of disabled personsi

(c) Provision of irlore effective support services to the ongoing efforts of
the United Nations Development Progranme in their 1lrogranme for disabled persons.

10. fhe Secretary-General intend.s to ir'rplement the above-nentioned activities
fron r+ithin existing resources, to be suppl-emented, wherever appropriate and to
the extent necessary, by the resources of the Trust Funcl for the International
Year of Disabled Persons.
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11. By paragraph L of the same recoflmendation, the General Assenbly r/ou1cl request
the Secretary-General to set up an inter-organi za'cional task force, rrithin
existinl resources, for supporting national and regional activities in the
cleveloping regions for the prevention of disability and the rebabilitation and
equalization of oppor"unities \"rith ad.equate documentation and relatecl services.
Dy paragraph 5, the As senbly nou-ld request the Secrei;ary-General to secure the
necessary cond.itions for the fi:nctionin6 of the tasli force until the -bhirty-seventh
session of the General Assembly, vhen appropriate measures a"e expected' to be

lalien lrith Tegards to technical co-operation and assistance activities in these
fields in bhe conte:.t of the \"ior1d Progranne of Action Concerning Disable't
Persons. The Secretary.'General proposes that tbe existing interagency
co-ord.inating nechanj.sn r,rithj.n the franework of the Adninistrative conmittee on
Co -o"dination be uti.lized for this pu:'pose.

IV. CELIIERA'TIOI'] OF A \ OBLD DAY OF DISASLED ?IASONS TO BE OBSEBVED

AT THE IT;ITERNATIOIIAL LEVEL AIiD THE ESTASTISHXTENT OF A
CO_ORDII'IAT]NG }IECIIAT'IISM FOR CLOSE AND EF!'ECTIVE CO-OPENATIOI'iI

BETIEII TEE DWELOPED At\lD TllE DEVELoPING CoUNTRIES

1il. fn paragraph 1of recornnendation lr (fff )" tfre Ad'wisory Comittee recotimends
that the General Ass er,rbly shoufd. consider, i.n consultation vith organizations of
d_isabled persons, the possibility of proclaiming a lrorld alay of disabled. pelsons
to be obseLved at tl-Ie international level-. The Assenbfy nay wish to postpone a

decision on the subi ect'-me'tter until its thirty-seventh session, when the
Secretirry-Genelal 1'ri11 be in a position to present the views of the organi'zations
of disabled persons as rrel-L as an analysis of the pulpose of proclaiming a rrorld.

day of d.isabled persons.

'l?- Trr nrT,AorA.hh :. of the sane lecornendation, the AdvisOry Conmittee recornnend.s

that the Secretary.'General should consider the possibility of setting up a
co-ord.inating tnechanisn at the international J.eveJ- lrithin the e:cisting
organizations of the United Nations system to promote close and. effective
co-operation between tbe developed and the devefoping cor:ntries, which lrould
pursue the obiectives of the Year throu6h the transfer of technology and of the
results of reseanch and. exchanSe of infornation on the prevention of tlisabiJ"ity anil
the involvement of disabled- persons. The Secretary-General ls Coments in this
regard. are the same as those mad.e in paragraph 11 above concerning the utilization
of the existing interagency co-ordinating mechanism.

V. ICl,LOlii-llP oF TIIiI ACTMTIES oI TIiE YIIAn " II:lCLUDItilG

THE ESl' 3LISHl4l-rlilT OF A LOl{G-TlX]i'i i{oRLD PBoGBAMIiIE

OF ACTIOIq

1).1. In paragraph I of recorunendation 5 (fff), ttre Advisory Conmittee recortlends
that the General Assenbly should malie available to the centre fof social
Developnent and. llur,ranitarian Affairs, from rrithin the existing resoulces of the
entire united. I'Iations sygtem, the necessary professional and supporting staff fo]'
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the forfov-up to the rnternational year of Disabled persons. The secretary.-ceneralr'rishes to report in this connexion that the uniiea uations chir.dren's Fund. (u,IrcEF,)and the united ldations Developnent nrogramae itt*t ) uu"t seconde4 one professionalstaff rnenber to thc sccrctariat of tfrc"icar -auJrg 
the l9g0_L9g1 bienniulr " UNICtr,also provid etl for onc Gcncrar service siaff rncmbcr. rJhcthcr thcse or otle'organizations vithin the united Nations 

"yste*"ro.rr. be able to ma&e staffavail-able to the centr'e for the. for-lo"-"p 
""ii"ities of the year wouf-d d.epend- ontheir lrork loads anat staffing situationsi' -ft ! 

'iu""ut"rv_ceneral 
r\,ouLcl exllt-oreevery neans to seeli the continuation of these collaborating efforts.




