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I. INlRODTTTION

1. rtre ceneral Assembly, in its resolution 3I/123 of 16 Decenbet L976. proclained
the year I98I International Year of Disabled Persons. Activities relating to the
preparations for the Year were subsequently consldered by the Assenbly at its
thirty-second, thirty-third and thirty-fourth sessions L/ and a PIan of Action for
the International Year of Disabled Persons was adopted. 2/

2. At itg thlrty-fifth session, the ceneral Assemb1y, in Lts resolution 35/133 of
Il Decenber 1980, inter alia, noted with satisfaction the ateps already taken in
the implementation of the Plan of Action for the Year, encouraged Members States
and organs, organizations and bodies of the Unj.ted nations systems to intenslfy
their action and co-ordination during the Year and recomnended that parlicular
attention should be given to lhe participalion of disabled persons themselves and
of thelr organizations in the activities underlaken in connexion vrilh the Year and
its follorFup. In the sane resolution, the Assembly also invited Member States
which had not yet done so to establish national connictees or sirnilar bodies and Eo
give higher priority to developnent assistance projects in developing countries in
the flelds of rehabilitation services, technical aids and training of appropriate
personnel, including disabled persons themselves. In addition, the A8sembly
welcomed the rroluntary contributions nade by Governments to the International Year
of Disableal Persons and appealed for further contrlbutions to the Year. The
Assernbly further requested the regional commissions to formulate appropriate
programmes for implenentinq the reconmendations contained in lhe PIan of Actlon and
requested the S€cretary-Genera I to examine the question of access to United Nations
buiLdings, docunenes and infomation for persons with sensorial disabilities, to
strerxgthen the informatlon activities and to provide lhe secretariat of the
fnternational Year of Disabled Persons lrith aII the resources and personnel
necessary for carrying out its vrork and to convene a sessloh of the Advisory
Connnittee for the International Year of Disabled Persons in 1981.

3. In response to General Assembly resolution 35/L33, the presene repo(t
highlighCs the activities relating to the world-r.ride observance of the Year aC the
national, regional and international levels co the end of JuIy I98I.

4. In accordance with ceneral Assembly 34A54, an International Symposiun of
B(perts on ltechnical Assislance in the Field of Disability and Technical
Co-operation among Developing Countries was beld at vienna from 12 to 23 Clctober
1981. The Secreta ry-Gener a I will inform the A.ssembly of the results of the
dlscussions at the synposiun as soon as they become available.

L/ Resolutions 32/L33 oE 16 December L977, 33/L7O of 20 Decenber 1978 and
34/154 of 17 Decenber 1979.

Z/ The PIan of Action adopted by the ceneral Assembly consists of the text
appearing in paragraphs 57 lo 76 of Lhe annex to docunent A/34/L58 and Corr.I, r{ith
the deletion of the phrase following the rrords n (See subpara. (i) below) r in
paragraph 74 (c,, of paragraph 74 (u) and of the words follolring the word
"natlonallyn in paragraph 75 (b).
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II. ACTIVITIES OF T}IE ADVISORY COMMITTEE lOR THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR
OF DISABLED PER.SONS

5. In accordance lrith General Assenbly resolution y/:-7}. the Advisory @rnmittee
for the lnternational Year of Disabled persons is composed of ghe representatives
of 23 Member states appointed on the basis of equitable geographical alistribution
and in concurrence with the regional groups. The Secretary-ceneral lrlshes to point
out that a number of disabled persons rrere among Che mernbers of the delegations at
the meetings of the Mvisory @mmiCtee.

6. During its first session held fron 19 Lo ?3 March 1979, the Advisory Conmlttee
recommended to the @neral Assembly the adoplion of the plan of .Bction (see
A/34458 and Corr.I, annex). At its second session, held at vienna from 20 to
29 August 1980, the bmnittee considered the implementation of the plan of .Action
and iCs public inforrnation prograrnne, rrays of inprovitxg participation of disabled
persons and their organizations in the Ineernational Year of Disabled Persons and a
long-tern world plan of action to follov up the year (A,/35/444. annex). The main
items examined by the Oonmittee at iCs third session, held at vienna from 3 to
12 August 1981, related to the foll-ow-up activilies of the year, including the
establishnent of a long-term world Progranme of lbtion concerning Dlsabled persons
and the possibility of continuing the activities of the International Institute for
the Rehabilitation of Disabled persons in Developing @untries (see V36/47L/Nd.L,
annex).

rTI. PLNqENTATTON OF THE OE.IECTI\ES OF THE YFAR

7. TtIe fnternational Year of Disabled persons was proclaimed with the theme of
"full participation and equatityn. The basic objectives of the year, as conCained
in General Assernbly resolution 3L/L23, atez

help disabled persons in their physical and psychological adjustrnent
societyi

(b) 'Ib promote all naeional and inlernational efforts aiming at providing
disabled persons with proper assistanc€, training, care and guidance, and
with opportunitites for suilable work, and at ensuring their fulL
integration in societyi

To encourage study and research projects designed to facilltate Che
practical participation of disabLed persons in daily life;

To educate and inforn the public of the rights of disabled persons to
parCicipate in and contribute to various aspects of economic, social and
political Iife?

41o promote effective measures for the prevention of disability and for
the rehabililation of disabLed persons,

(a) To
co

(c)

(d)
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8. In order to underline the inportance of the Yearrs objeclives, the
Secretary-ceneral appointed, in trtsbruary 198I, the Assistant Secre tary-@neral of
the Centre for Social Developmen! and E\rmanitarian Mfairs of the Department of
fnternational Econoruic and Social Affairs as the Special Representative of the
secretary-ceneral for the fnternational Year of Disabled FErsons.

9. Ttlis report was compLeted at the end of JuIy l-981. Consequently, a
comprehensive picture of actlvities for the Year at the national, regional and
internatlonal levets will not emerge until Che results of the implenentation of the
Plan of Action for the renainder of I98I become available. It already appears,
however, that the implenentation of the objectives of the Year has led to
intensified and fruitful international co-operation. In addition, the work of the
United Nations and of lhe organizations of the United Nations system has benefited
from the full co<peration of both governmental and non-gover nmental organizations
of all regions of the rdorld.

I0. The organization of services for the diEabled and lhe improvement of their
position in society still pose essential problems calling for urgen! solutions.
The observance of the Year has, nevertheless, created greater public avrareness of
the capacity and abilities of disabled persons to particiPate in economic, cultural
and other aspects of social life. Ihe secretary-@neral is of the opinion that
this developnent constitutes an important step towards the removal of obstacles in
the equallzation of opportuni.ties for disabled persons.

1I. As stressed in the recommendation adopted by the Advisory @mnittee at its
first session, it is an important objective of lhe Year to ensure for the disabled
an equal share in the benefils resulting from social and econonic develoPment.
These questions have been dealt with primarily at the national level and are
descrlbed in section Iff of the present report.

12. Activities relatiBl to the Year have d!awn attention to such specific Aroups
of disabled persons as disabled children and youth, wonen rrith di8abilities that
impede their social funclions, 3/ disabled aged persons, refugees and victirns of
crime. The varioua problems encountered by these groups are now better knorrn but
sti1l require further study.

13. The three sessions of the Mvisory Conmitcee, the regional seminars and a
numbe! of other national and international meetings dealt with the problens of the
direct partlcipatlon of the disabled and their organizations in decision-making
processes at the local, national and lnt.ernational levels. The centre for social

!/ The wortd conference of the United Nations Decade for women: Equality'
Development and Feace, held at Oopenhagen in JuLy 1980, adopted a resoLulion
entitled 'Improving the situation of disabled women of all agesn which, among other
things, encourages special attention to be given to the particular Problems of
disabled lronen of all ages in study and research projects designed to facilitate
thelr practical participation in daily Life (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.80.rv.3 and corrigendun, chap. I, sect. B).
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D€veloprnent and Hunanitarian Affairs of the Departnent of International Economia
and Social Mfairs is currently invoLved in the preparation of a special study on
the furr participation of disabled persons, which wiu refrect the experience and
knowledge acquired on this subject in the course of the year.

14. The regional seminars organized during the course of the year have lalentlfied
a nunber of major problems related to disability prevention, rehabilitation and
€qualization of opportunities for the disabled. These issues are particularly
striking in the developing countries and the Ieast developed areas. lbr example,
insome regions of Asia, a vas! najority of disab.Led persons have no access to
rehabilitation facilities. The problems resultlng from this situatj.on are further
aggravated by the fact that most disabled persons live in poverty. ,Also, it has
been estimated that over 45 rnillion peopte in Africa are affecled by disabling
conditions. rn this respect, it is believed that the rnagnituate of the disability
Problens could be reduced considerably by the adopt.ion of nore efficient preventive
neaeures and lhe organlzati.on of ri!re effective basic services in rural areas.

15. lhnine, malnutrition, river bl.indness, traffic, industrial and domestlc
accidents, infectious, genetic and chronic diseases are sone of the causes of
disability which could be acted upoh to decrease the incidence of disability.
15. It is too earl-y to ascertain a substantial change in che situation of dlsabled
persons. The theme of the year - "full participation and equalityr - and its
objectives remain a long-tern goar to be reached. This is especiarly true for the
developing regions of tbe rrorld where the vast majority of some soo milllon
disabled persons rive. Arthough particurar attention has been paid to tbe needs of
deveLoping countries in Che inplenentation of bhe plan of Action, the fact rernains
that improvenents largely depend on the creation of a favourable international
environment and mechanisns conducive to an accelerated socio-economic developnenC
of these countri es.

17. At iCs third seasion, the Advisory Committee for the Ineernatlonal year of
Di6abled Persons adopted a draft world programne of Action concerning Disabled
Persons lA,/36 /47L/Ad.d.1, annex, sect. IV). A revised texc of the draft world
Programme of ibtion prepared on the basis of comments received from Members States
and lnternational organizations will be submitted to the Advisory conrnictee at its
fourth session and, subseguently, considered by the ceneral Assembly at its
thirty-seventh session, in accordance with the provisions of resolution 35A33.
the follow-up activities to be undertaken upon conpletion of the year in the
context of the preparation of Lhe draft world progranme of Action have therefore a
particular import.ance. fn this connexion, the Secretary-General rdishes !o appeal
to aII Mernber stales as well as alI international govef,nmental and non-gover nmental
organizationa to Cake an active part in the elaboration of the World progranne of
t\ct1on.
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IV. ACTIVITIES AT THE NAI'IONAL LEVEL

18. The activities organized by the national conmittees aimed at improving the
social and economic cohditions of disabled persons and at equalizing opportunities
fof them, have been declsive for the achievenents of the year. In order to strees
the irnportance of the implementation of the objectives of the year, heads of States
and high-ranking personalities in a nurnber of countries have issues nessages to
introduce the Year, opened national debates on related issues, attended special
events devoted to the year or have accepted to serve on lhe national committees.

19. AE at 15 Septenber 1981, national cornrnittees had been set up in 125
countriesand territories. 4/

20. Countries in the region of the Econornic Commlssion for Europe aEe primarily
concerned with the inprovement of the social situation and the ]"eve]- of
participation of disabled persons, with inproving Legislation and with the
vocational and enplolment situation. Problems of prevention and rebabilitation of
disabilj,ty are dealt nith anong many other aspects related to the problem of
disability.

2I. The information received fron countries (I9 in a1ll in the other four regions
iE far too lirnited to alIow any meaningful analysis on a regional basis. The
over-all inpression is that the developing countries dE€r on the one hand, well
aware of the social inplications and, on the other, are urgently in need of tbe
basic services for the prevention and rehabilibation of disabili.by. They lack
information and data, trained personnel, equipnent, services, the donestic
production of aids, legislation cocerning social security, safety Iaes and
regulations in various fields and services for children in general. these problems
reflect the needs of counlries in earlier slaqes of economic and social develoDflrenE.

!/ Algeria, Antigua, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahrein, Bangladeeh,
Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bermuda, Botswana, Brazil, British Virgin
fs.Lands, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, China, Colonbia, Congo, Costa
Rica, Cuba, qzprus, @echoslovakia, f,Enmark, bminica. Doninican Republic, Fbuador,
Egypt, E1 Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finlandl ltdnc€, cernan Democratic Republic'
Cermany, F€deral Republic of, chana, Greece, crenada, cuaeemala, Guinea, Guyana,
Haitir Holy See, Honduras, Hong Kong, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, freland,
Israel, ftaly, ilanaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Ijberla, Luxembourg, Libyan
Arab Janahiriya, l4adagascar, Malagri, Malaysj.a, MalLa, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco,
Mozanbique, Nepal, l€therlands, litetherlands Antilles, New zealand, Niger, Nigeria,
llcrway, Onan, Pakistan, Papua New cuinea, Peru, philippines, Irotand, portugal,
oatar, Republic of Korea. Rranda, Saint*Kitt.s lievis, SainE lrcia, Saint Vincen! and
the crenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon
Islands' Somalia, Spain, Sri lanka, Sudan. Suriname, Slraziland, Sveden,
Stritzerl.and' Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey,
tjgandar lrnited Araba Etnlrates, Grited Kingdom of creat Britain and liorthern
Ireland' United Republic of Carneroon, United Republic of ?anzania, United StateB of
Anerica, UPper \blta, uruguay, vanuatu, venezuela, viet liEn, Yenen, yugoslavia,
Zaire. zambia and Zirnbabwe.
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22. These cornmittees have prepared naeional programmes for the equalization of
opportunities, disabili.ty preventioh and the rehabilitation of disabled persons,
have created working groups, selected prioriey areas and initiated new projects or
reactivated existing programnes which will serve as a basis for future activities
and policies concerning the social integration of disabled persons. The year has
also been an opportunity for Chese comnittees to review the implernentation of the
General Assenbly declarations 5/ concerning the rights of disabled persons and to
adapt existing legislations accordingly. A nunber of then have been in need of
additional financial means or technical information in order to inptement their
ptograrunes.

23. The activities of the national conrnitCees can be grouped under the following
topics, although the priority accorded to each itern varies fron country to country:

(a) National plans of action
(b) social i ssue s
(c) Part icj.pation
(d) Statistics and research
(e) Legislation
(f) Decentral i zat ion
(S) Assistance t.o developj.ng countries
(h) Promotion of nat.ional i{eeks and days

24. fn the light of the work accornplished by the national connittees, the
Secretary-Gener al is of the opinion that the continuation of their activities
beyond 1981 would be most useful in order !o nainlain public interest and nomentum
created by the Year and to secure exeended co--operation of the various bodies and
organizations working in this field.

A. National plans of acEion

25. Most nat j.onal committees have establ-ished national plans of action. Barbados,
Brazil, China, Cyprus, Czechoslavakia, Llenmark, IEypt, Finland, cuyana, fceland,
Nepal. the philippines, portu9a1, Saudi Arabia, Tbaitand and yugoslavia report
establj.shing plans with short and long-t.erm objectives or specifically mention the
need for activities to continue beyond 1981.

26. I'he objectives of national plans are sonetimes stated in general lerms such as
disability prevention and rehabilitation in accordance with the object.ives of the
Year. In other cases they are staeed in more detai.L, such as improving the sociat
position of the disabled (Be19ium, Zaire) i irnproving vocational rehabilitalion and
the employment conditj.ons of the disabled (Bulgaria, Ghana, LDxembourg, Sonal_ia) t
promoting local technorogy and faciritaling the delivery of prosthetic devices and
services (China, cuyana, philippines); removing environmental barriers (fceland,

y Declaralion on the Rights of Disabled persons (resolution 3447 (XXx) ) and
the Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded persons'(resolution 2856 (XXIV) ).
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I xembourg, I\brvray, Trinidad and Tobago), changing attiCudes and creating public
awareness (tEnmark, Netherlands, Thailand, IJpper Volta); ensuring for disabled
persons the right to normal life, equality, independent living and ful-l-
participation in public Iife (Barbados, Cyprus, E9ypt, frntand, portugat) i
improving legislation, including social security, traffic and work safety
regulations (Bulgaria, Gerrnany, !€deral Republic of, chana, fceland, Luxembourg.
Philippines, Ibrtugal, ltrailand, lurkey) ? securing education opportunities (China,
Gexman Democratic Republic, cuyana, Luxembourg, Thailand) i training of petsonnel
(Barbados, Grina, IfortugaL) t collection of statistics (ltance, cuyana, zaire).

27. SeveraL countries have stressed the interest stinulated by the International
Year of Disabled Persons and the great benefit derived from the year by disabled
persons themselveg.

B. soclal issues

24. lhe issues rai.sed in this section include problems of social integralion,
equalization of opportunities, vocational rehabilitation and employnent,
i nst itutional i zation, changes in attitude and physical and other environmental
barriers. They are considered as crucial by many national committees.

29. The national connittee for the year in the Netherlands finds that one of the
Problems encountered in the field of rehabilitation of disabled persons is that the
secalled medical model still dorninates and tha! society will have to make a change
in its way of thinking from 'rhand icap-or iented" to "human-or iented,,. lton the
information received it can be assumed that the awareness of this problem is
growing and the observance of the year has undoubtedly played a role in this.

30. In sone countries, national conferences or other meetings have been organized
wilhin Che franework of the Year to consider future policies concerning the social
integrat.ion of disabled persons. fn Belgium. the year has been observed by
adopting various concrete neasures aimed at improving the social position of the
disabled. In Byelorussian Soviet Socialist tepublic, additional measures to
lmprove the naterial and social conditions of wardisabled persons have been
inplenented as part of the activitles for the year. A conference orqanized bv the
Ftsyptian FEderation for the Agencies working in Che Field of Welfare and
Rehabilitation of the Bandicapped on the occasion of the fnternational year of
Disabled Persons proclaimed the national notto rNormal life is the riqht of
disabled persons".

31. The lrelfare approach to disability seems to be giving vray to an approach that
emphasizes full participation of disabled persons in social life and equalization
of opportunities. The Governmental ConniCtee for the fnternational year of
Disabled Persons of the cerman DemocraCic Republic vielrs the securing of higher
education opportunities for the disabled, the inprovenent of training of special
education staff and an emphasis on vocational rehabilitation and emplo!'ment as
tools for furthering participation and equalizing opportunities.
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32. The integration of dlsabled persons into the work process is considered very
inrportant for their social integration. At a seninar heLd in lustria in 1981 on
the integration of the disabled person into society, vocational rehabilitation was
particularly enphasized. The liletherLands Connittee points out that part of the
ansvrer lies in stimulating discussion rrithin society about Hork opportunities for
the disabled and also in initiating experiments in relation to work alternatives.
Remarks to this effect are also found in the reports of the national comriittee of
Austria, Bulgaria and the Fdera1 Republic of cermany.

33. 'Ihe Czechoslovak Comnittee has dealt wlth questions relatlng to the removal of
architectural barriers in publi.c buildlings, transport systems and disabled personsr
apartments. The elinination of various environnental barriers is anong the
objectives of the National Cornmittee of Iceland. (he of the three sub-cormrittees
set up by the NationaL Committee of Trinidad and Tobago aleals with the problen of
archilectural and other barriers.

34. The report of the National Conmittee of the lEderal Republic of cernany
entitled nlrnderstanding Each Other and cetting On !{ith Elach Other", !/ rnentioned
that there are also barrlers in lhe minds of men. ltre National Conmittee of
Finland emphasizes the long-term effects of the yearrs programme in order to
improve co-operation between various sectors of society and also to attain equality
for disabled persons. The tilational @mnlttee of Trinidatl and Tcbago deals with the
problems of public awareness of the issue of disability in society. One of the
objectives of activities of the Year in the 1oca1 comluniEies in Dennark and the
Netherlands is the changing of public attitudes towards disabled peraon6. A
proninent feature in the programne of activities of the lgtional Comrnittee of the
UPper Volta has been to sensitize and give correct lnformation to the popuLation
concerning the social integration of disabled persons.

c. Part icipation

35. llhe infornation received from the national committees shows that organizations
of disabled persons in many countries have been taking an active part in the
observance of the Year and have been invo]ved in issues and decisions that affect
the lives of the disabled. The progranmes of the national committees of Austria,
Barbados, Bulgaria, Canada, Denmark, ,Japan, Norway, the philippines, portugal,
Trinialad and tbbago, the Uxited States of America and yrrgoslavia are based on the
principle of direct participation by organlzatlons of disabled per:ol::

36. Sone national conmittees point out selected areas vrhere participation is of
special inportance. In a number of Gover nment-financed projects deviseat by the
Canadian lilational Ooftmlttee, there is significant participation by disabled
Persons. In l'lorway, where local communitiea are responsible for carryirxg out

il Published by rhe
secretarlat of the lBtional
Persons, Cologne, 19 81.

I€dera1 !{iniEtry of Labour and Social Affalrs,
Connittee of the Internatlonal Year of Disabled
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activitiea relating to the Year in coLlaboration with disabled Personsl
organlzationa, such collaboration is considered particularly imPortant in che
adaptation of dnellings, the accessibility of playgrounds, recreational facilitles,
kindergartena and schools. The National Committee of the PhillPPines has aPpointed
a cormissioner to strengthen the repreaentation of disabled Persons in identifying
priorlty program$es. In somalia, the natlonal plan of action for the disabled has
been circulated to all organs and organizations concerned in order to gecure its
implenentation.

D. Statistics and research

37. lhe need for reliable data on whictr policies can be based is being
increaslngly felt. The natlonal connlttees in Itance and the IEderaI Republic of
Germany supply sorne statistical data concernlng the disabled in their conmunities.
:the ftench committee also provides some figures on disabilities caused by traffic
accidents and alcohollsm.

38. Iceland and Nepa1 have organized, or asked university dePartments to carry
out, sanple surveya of disabled persons. llhe plans of action of Guyana, the
Phillpplne€, Portugal, Turkey and zaire include in their short-and long-tern
objectives the organization of national censuses of disabled persons.

39. Research is sonetimed extended to the use of locally available nateriala and
domeatic production of technical aids for disabled persons (PhiliPPines). The
National Comnittee of Nepal haa developed a questionnaire with lhe ain of
collectlng sucb data on a more systenatic basis. It is reported that the exlsting
facilities and services can satisfy the needs of only a minority of dlsabled
persons,

40. :Ihe Natlonal cornmittee of QataE reports that a major problem in that country
ia related to the lack of rellable studies on the causes of disabilitleE.

E. Legi6lation

41. I€gaI provisions are conEidered a cruclal factor for the equal,ization of
opportunities, rehabilitation and social integratioh of the dlsabled and in the
prevention of dtsability. llhis iEsue is mentioned by the national. co6nittees of
Bulgarla, cyprus, cermany, t€aleral Republic of, Ghana, Luxenbourg, the FtlilipplneE,
nomanla, Itralland and Trini.dad and tbbago. The inforrration fron Qatar uentlons the
nece8slty of adequate legislation to improve the social conditions of disabled
Per aons.

12. crre of the maln recommendations of the report of the National Commlttee of the
Fderal Republic of cermany concernE unempLoyed severely disabled persons. It
advocatea that social security for these persons be provided over and above the
existlng arrangedents under the socltl assistance schemes so as to enable them to
lead a llfe as indepenalent as po8slbl6.
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43. 'Ihe programme in Ghana covers, among other things, neasures to prornote a
of rights for disabled persons Hith the ain of improvlng their emplolment
conditions and increased road safety and of preventing childhood diseases and
causes of disability.

44. The National Committee in Trinidad and Tobago reports that one of the
obstacles to the prevention of disability is insufficient legal provisions.

bilr

other

F. Decentr alization

45. There is definitely a cendency by.the national conmittees to decentralize
activities and to delegate respons ibilities to local corrmunities in order to reach
as many people as possible. In some cases this has posed some problens. fn
Brazil, for example, the t'Iational Comnittee find6 it difficult to secure efficient
suPervision of the implementation of various rehabilitatlon progranmes throughout
the vast territory of the country.

46. The Organizlng Comrnittee for the International year of Disbled Persons of
C.anada is rrorking in close co-operation with the organizatlonal structurea in the
provinces. About half of the 275 local comrnunities in Denmark have established
their osrn comnittees. In Finland, local comnittees have been eEtablished in over
100 communities. In Japan, in addition to the national headquarters, each of the
47 prefectures has its own comnittee. The NorHegian @mmittee considers that the
majority of tasks relating to the year should find their solutions locally and
committees have been established in almost all local communities in lloroay, fn the
United States of iunerica, progranne activities are being conducted at the local,
national and federal levels. In yugoslavia, a number of activities have been
developed at the local and national levels to observe the year in all parts of the
country.

G. Assistance to developing countries

47. tihe special needs of developing countries have been nentioned by many national
cornnittees. The need for different forrns of international assislance has also been
underlined by them.

48. Fr example, the National Commlttee of q/prus reconnends that programnes of
the organizatlons of the lrnited Nations system strould be strengthened in order to
pronote technical co-operation rneasures in favour of disabled persons living in the
third worLd. ltle United Nations ttust F.rnd is seen as a neans to support the
activilies of the National Comnittee. Reports fron the chana National Comni ttee
indicate that the assj.stance given by the lhited Nations agencies to the rork of
different organizations involved in rehabilitation activities in that country
shoul-d continue. The Eaitian Association for the ltehabilitation of oisabled
Persons and the Centre for Special Education in Haiti have difficultles in
financing their projects and have requested the Centre for Social Developnent and
Humanitarian Mfairs of the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs
for assistance. In Sonalia, the lack of resources and "knon-how' for the training
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of rehabilitation personnel or for the devel.opment of prosthetic and physiotherapy
units, is a problen which nould require international assistance. The National
Co{rarittee of zaire indicates a number of problems, in particular, the lack of
equiPment needed for rehabilitation gervices and insufficient sanitary education,
Hhlch create difficulties for the prevention of disabilities.

49. In the industrialized countries, there ls an arareness of the speciat problerns
faced by developlng countries in the area of disabil ity-related issues. During a
6enlnar in Denmark in 1981 on technical co-operatlon, it nas decided to make the
concern for disabled persons an integral part of planning any bilateral assistance
progranme. A part of the proceeds of fund-raising activities of the Japanese
Oouncil for the International Year of Digabled lfersons wlll be used to assist
projects for allsabled persons in the developing regions of the worLd. llhe
activities of the l€therlands NationaL @mmittee incLude national projects as weII
as projects concerned with dlsabled persons in the third world. The llorwegian
@nroittee has expressed its intention to support the work in the area of disability
carried out under the auspices of the lrnited Nations. fn Srreden, there is
i,ncreasing interest in tbe problems of diEabled persons in developing countries.
The Natlonal Comnittee of the Unlted Kingdom of creat Biitain and tbrthern lreland
has a "lhird tgorld croupn whose nain purpose is to nake the publlc more anare of
the problens faced by the disabled people ln developing countries and to explore
ways and neans to give asgistance to projects.

H. Promotion of national Heeks and days

50. In aeveral countries the organization of national weeks and national days can
be con8idered another facet of 'popularizationn efforts. such weeks nere organiued
in tlance, chana and saudl Arabia. In the latter country, the Riyadh officer for
Disabled Persons arranged lhat the national heaLth Ireek, organized by the
Department for llealth Education in 1981r pdt special enphasis on ilisabled persons.
In the Upper \blta, three days irere selected in May 1981. as national days of
alisabled persons.

V. ACTIVITIES AT TIIE REGIONAIJ LEVEL

51. The Plan of lbtion of the International year of Disabled Persons recoflmended
that regional commissions, other Eegional intergovernnnental organizations and/or
lnterested @vernnents should be invited to convene reglonal or subregional
neetings or seminars relating to the objectives of the year. (A/14A58 and Corr.
1, annex, para. 70)

52. Regional neetings were held during 1980 and I98I in all regions of the vrorld
on mattera relating to the implementation of the PLan of .Action anal to exploring
long-term solutlons to the problems of prevention of disability, rehabilitatlon of
disabletl persons and equalization of opportunities for then. In this connexlon,
the reglonal meetings also discussed a number of relevant technical co-operation
Problens.
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A. Asia and the Pacific

53. In response to ceneral Assembly resolution 34/L54, the Economic and social
commisslon for Asia and the Pacific (EscAP), at its thirty-sixth session, adopted
regolution 207 (XXXVI) entitled 'Internatlonal Year of Disabled Personsi. In
accordance erith that resolution, BscAp convened a technical neeting and a reglonal
seninar on the objectives and plan of action od the rnternatlonal Year of Disabled
Persons at Bangkok frorn 9 to 19 S€ptember 1980. (ESCAP docunent SD/PAIYDP/s of
5 october 19 80) .

54 . The tlro meetings identified the following problems:

(a) Inappropriate nedical and related services and insufficient resourcea for
the early detection and prevention of disability and rehabilltation of
disabled persons i

(b) Iack of trained personneli

{c) tl€ed for more research deallng with nevrer and nore effective
rehabilltation strategies and approaches, and the developnent of alds and
equipment for the disabledi

(d) General lack of facilities for disabled persons.

55. The technical meeting and the regional seminar resulted ln, among others, the
follorring conclusiong and recornnendations:

(a) In vlew of the lack of reliable and comprehensive statistical data ln
Tnost countries, considerable interest was expresged, in the concept of eEtablishing
a data bank and scientific informatlon systen on disabled peronsi

(b) Ihe major areas for action identified were preventive neasurest the
integration of the disabled into the main stream of society? neasures to bring
about changes of attitude at all levels through nass rnedia canpaigns; aasesEment of
the lncidence of disablementt and the setting up of appropriate governmental
nachinery for tbe inplementation and co-ordination of policies and actioni

(c) wlth regard to regional co€peration, an organizational unit should be
established nithin the Social Developnent Division of ESCAP in which competent
dlsabLed persons should be employed and adequate resources should be rnade available
to enable ESCAP to undertake that additional responsibilityt a regional institute
was considered desirable as a long-term objective.

B. Afr i ca

55. lbe African regional seninar on the Internatlonal Year of Disabled Persons was
held at Addls Ababa on 6 and 7 October 1980. It was organized under the Joint
auaplces of the Organization of Afripan Unity (OAU) anil the lhited Nationa EconorDic
ComtriaEion for Africa (E€A) .
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57. :Ihe report of the African regional technicar neeting, whlch had been held at
Addis Ababa from r to 5 october, was considered and adopted at the serninar. tltrisreport shorred that the scope and nagnitude of the problem of disabirity in Africa
necessitated the development of a concerted plan of action tg cope with a situation
affecting over 45 nirrion persons. progress had been rinitett in the areas ofdlsabirity prevention and the rehabilitation of the dlsabled, and African
Governments needed to take concerted action to cornba ! effecbively the causes ofdlsabirlty. The flve major areas on which the experts focu€ed their attention and
exchanged viers were dtsability prevention, equal rlghts and opportunity,
appropriate technology for the disabLed, technicar co-operation and forlow-up
action to the activitieB undertaken during the year.

58. Those attendlng the semlnar felt that co-ordination and co-operation shoultl
include the preparation of an inventory of national, subregional and regional
technical resources and naterlar and human potential, which wourd lead io the
establishrent of a reqional research and training lnstitute or the reinforcenent ofexisting instituteai the establishment of factorieg for assembling or manufacturingrehabiritatlon eguipnent and technlcal aids (canes, crutches, proathetlc deviees,
Hheelchairs) uslng local naterialsi tbe nanufacture of aialUe paper naking ltpossible to develop a Braille press and Braille llterature for the visually
handicappedt and the establishnent of laboratorieg for vaccine production andcontrol. such co-operation would hetp to avoial aluprication and waate of hunan andfinancial resourcea at the regional level.

59. rt nas felt that the prlnciples nhich wourd serve as 6 basis for means of
co-operation reith the united Nations agencies needed to be deflneal, rt was
recomnended that uhited Nations agencies should offer t€chnical advice and
contribute to the financing of proJects anat that such projects shourd be dte€igneal
and pranned by countriea thenaelves on the basis of thalr specifie needs under
nationar develolxnent plansi foreign experts shourd have delaired hnonledge of therealltles and needs of countries to irhich they lent their Eervice6? and
non{overnnental organizations ahoural lntegrate their activlties and progranmes
into natlonal plans for econonic. social anal cultural development.

50. The lhird conference of African tirinisters of social Affairs, which ner atMdis Ababa fron I to lO october l98O' considered and endorsed the concluaions and
reconnendations of the regional seminar (E/61.I4/795, resolution 3 (III) and
ECVOAI'/IYDPRPT. 2) .

C. Iatin Allerlca

6r. rtre ratin Anerlcan reglonar technical neeting and the reglonar Eeminar irere
convened unaler the ausPices of the lbononic onrmiaslon for Latin merica (ECLA) and
were herd at ECLA HeadquarterE at santlago, chile, fron 5 to rl Novenber r9go. ttrel
technical fteeting took ptace fron 5 to ? Noveober and the aeminar on l0 and
1l November (E/cEpAVc.rl7? and E/cmAV@nf . ZZ/L.g/F(ev.!1 .
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62. A consensus was reached on the need for more information concerning the
problem of disabled persons which would at ttre same time involve the fornulation of
acculate definitions applicable to the implemenlation of action relating to their
problems. In tha! regard, it was considered essenlial to have appropriate and
comparable s tati st ics.

63. consensus was expressed on the various forns of barriers and the need for
Iegislation to deal wieh then.

64. Anong the main causes of disablement in the region were accidents, neurovirus
diseases, diabetes, silicosis, malnutrition, accidents and congenital diseases,
The importance of earty detection and prevention of disabilities $ras stressed
during the discussions.

65. Eleven recommendations vrere adopted at the seminar, including those submitted
by the Regional Technical Cornmittee. Ihese reconmendations constituted the
response of the Member States represented at both these meetings to the problems
and guestions raised by the respective agenda suhliteed for their considerati.on.
They called for the follovring actions:

(a) Member states were urged to coftply, insofar as possible, vtith the
relevant resolutions of the United Nations and its olgans and specialized agencies,
and with those of regional intergovernmental bodies, regarding the rehabilitation
of disabled persons, including inCernational instrunents which refer to. the rights
of th€ citizens of each countryi

(b) Training of rehabilitalion personnel should be promoted in such a way
thal the entire region can benefit frorD iti

(c) Member states, after the conclusion of the International Year of Disabled
Persons, shouLd pursue their action through permanenL bodies for the co-ordination
of all activities relating to the process of prevenlion of disability and
rehabilitation of disabled persons? these bodies should consult the associations
and confederations of the disabled as regard their needs and prioritiest

(d) Considering Lha! there is a need for an exchange of technological
information and experts in Latin Afterica, the competent bodies in each field should
assist the progranmes on training and exchange of experts? the information cenlres
should constituCe a network to collect and disseminate information, organize
surveys or $orkshops and serninars and prepare specialized consultation
publicationsi the organs and specialized agencies of the United Nations systen
should give clearly defined and specific support to these aims.

D. western Asia

66. {he Regional Seminar on the Vocational and Social Inteqration of Disabled
Persons was held at T\.lnis betrreen 14 and 18 October L980 with the participation of
the secretariat of the Econonic Conmission for Western Asia (EOVA). The seminar
was organized by the secretariat of the Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs
(the Social Development Section of the Department of Social and Cultural iffairs of
the l€ague of Arab States). The ECIVA secretariat provided Kuwaitr at its reguest.
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with technical assistance in the organization of the Kuwait Regional Conference for
the International Year of Disabled Perons, which was organized by the Natlonal
cornnittee of Kuwait from 2 to 4 epriJ- 1981. Ancng the main docurnents issued by the
conference was the Arab Declaration of Action concerning the Disabled, a draft
resolution presented by the Kuwait alelegation and adopted by the conference. This
document sets forth principles, objectives and nodes of action and also deals vrith
co-operation at the regional and international levels.

67. owing to certain problems in the region, it was not possible to hold the
regional seminar for policy-making officials in the field of disabled Persons
scheduled to take place at Baghdad in the autunn of 1980. The EC:WA secretariat,
hor.rever, prepared a study entitled 'rAssessnent of the situation and needs of
disabled persons in the region of western Asian. Based on this study, a second
document. entitled d hternational Year of Disableal Persons: Dlsabled Persons in
the ECWA regi,on: features and dimensions of the problen and a regional Plan of
action" (E/ECWA,/II9 of 9 April 1981) was prepared by the EcwA secretariat and
adopted by the Econonic Corunission for western Asia at its eighth session, held in
Yenen in May 1981. It lays down the general guidelines of a Plan of action for the
western Asian region. In EcrWA resolutions 91/8, the connission requested the
Executive Secretary to lransmit this docunent to the secretariat of the
Internallonal Year of Disabled Persons as a regional contribution to the long-term
progranne of action for the disableal.

68. The information provlded by Lhe ECWA secretariat outlines a nunber of Problems
in the field of disability, prevention and rehabilltation including the follovring !

(a) Planning for the disabled is limlted by the nature of the data available
for the western Asia region. Much nore research ls needed in order to Provide an
adequate assessment of the situation of disabled persons. In Particular, more
lnfornation ls needed on the role of the family in providing care, training and
facilicies for the disabled.

(b) Ttre social rdelfare legisLation of a nunber of countries Provides that a
certain proportion of posts in the civil service and the Public sector shoultl be
allocated to persons lrith tlisabilities.

(c) Ttle situation of mentally disabled persons requires special attention as
only l!.nited facilities are avallabLe

(d) At the international level, the following reconnendations are of
particular importance:

(i) Encouragement of the establishment of an internalional fund for disabled
persons, with the participatlon of the countries of the regionr this fund
would provide aid for disabled persons in the developing countriest

(ii) Establishnent of training institutes, research centres' nahional and
fegional inalustries for the production of aids and equipment for the
alisabled should be encouraged within the technical anal financial aid
programnes provided by the lrnited Nations and its sPecialized agencies.
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E. Europe

59. llhe European regional seminar on the International Year of Disableal Persons
nas held at Siilinjtrvi, at the lnvitatlon of the @vernment of Finland, from
27 !,lay to 2 June 1981. It iras organized by the Unitetl Nations ln co-operation with
the Finnish Ministry of Social Affairs and Health. A

70. Drring the discussions at the seninar' it was recognlzed that ParticiPation
and equality were not solely the product of benefits and services, but that their
achievenent relled upon an inforned public consciousness of disabled Personsl
needs, abilities antl asplrations,

7I. ft tras stresseal that circunstances antl priorities dlffered fron region to
region and that many problens faced by disabled pergons were of a purely local
naeure. Nevertheless, where servlces were decentralized, Governments should ensure
that tbe loca1 comunity hatl sufficient resourcea to keep up the level of servlces
and that there Has an adequate incentive to proncte genuine ParticiPation.

72. ft iras agreed that sinple nelhods existed to provide rehabilltatlon services
and to produce indigenous aiils and devices. Inlegrated services and housing for
the disabted' including integrated education, was given Preference conltared to tbe
building of 1ar9e institutions. Eowever. lt was noted that under certain
conditions, lnstltutional care was necessary.

73. Reference nas made to the need for further contributions !o the Trust Fund for
the International Year of Disabled Persons, including contributions from private
sources, to enable the Centre for Slrcial Developnent and ltumanitarlan Affalrs of
the Department of International Econonic and Social Affairs to carry on its tasks,
partlcularly ln developing regions of the rvorltl.

74. In addition to barriers in the physical environment, serious obstacles nere
often found in social habits and nonns, ignorance and uncertainty, everyday
attltudesr the rday instilutions were organized and in social relationsbips.
T'lrerefore, a simultaneous effort to change attituales in socielies was important.
Itre process of creating independence in llving lmplied the remval of barriers of
al,l kinds. Alt citizens nould benefit from a barrier-free society.

75. the following are the nain recornmendations of the senlnar!

(al The specific structures created for the International Year af' pisabled
persons should be evaluated as possible structures for contlnuing collaboration aE

the national and at all other levels in the areas concernedt

U The proceedingE of the semlnar are currently being Prepared for
publi-ation. IloHever. an abridgeat version of these proceedings in Engllsh, which
lncludes the seninarrs resormendations, is available from tbe centre for social
Development and Ilunanitarian Affairs (P. o. Box 500, A-I400' vienna, AuEtria).



A/36/47L
EngLish
Page 19

(b) @verNlental and non-goverrnnental technical co-operation agencies in the
European region should accord higher priority to tecltnicat assistance projects
whlch relate to national or regional rehabilitation developtrent plans for the
dl8abled, alisabled persons should have an otrDortunity to participate in this effortt

(c) The Centre for Soclal Developnent and Hunanltarian Affairs of the
D,epartnent of Ineernational Econonic and Social Affairs and lhe appropriaEe
agencles of the United Natlons should organize, in co-operatlon with
non-governrnental organizations, research and exchange of results ln the fields of:

(i) Prevention of atisabitity, including first-1evel preventlon of dlseases
and impalrrnents, early detectLon, regigtration and other neasures,

(ti) Ihe total rehabilitiation process: social, medical, educational and
vocational, including appropriate rehabilitation technologiest

(d) the participants in the seminar expressed the hope that the results of
the lmplentnation of the Plan of ltction, for the rnternatlonal year of Disabled
Peraons in tlifferent countries and regions of the norld woulcl be compiLed anal
published by the enal of 1982.

VI. ACTIVITIES OF ORGANIZATIONS IN TIIE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM qTTER
TIIAN THE REGIONAI COITT!,IIS SIONS

A. United Nations

76. llhe nain activities undertaken by the Centre for Social Development and
Eulenltarian Mfairs relating to the International Year of Disableil Persons includet

(a) Preparation of a draft world prograrnme of itction concerning Dlsabled
Peraons, which waE considered by the Mvlsory Comnittee at its tbiral session, the
report on phich is before the current session of the cenera]. Assembly
lA/36/47L/Nd.lr annexl .

(b) Organization of an actlon-or ientetl fnternational Synposiun of Experts on
lechnlcal Co-oparatlon lqtong Fveloping @untries and Technlcal Asalstance in the
Field of Dtsabllity Prevention and Rehabilttation . of Dlsabled Persons. to be heldl
at Unlted Nations headlquarters at vtenna from 12 to 23 October 198Lt

(c) Preparatlon of pubticatione and studie6, including those dealing with the
problsas of architectural barrier€ and the partlcipatlon of allsabled per aons in
Eoclo-e@nonic lifet and substantlve inputs for the lSrld Conference on Actlon6 and
StrategieE on Education, Prevention and Integratlon tig be held at Madrid in
Novenber 198It

(d) Liaison with national- coolittees, incluallDt the preparation of a nerrs
Ecrlodical offerlng a forum for the exchangd ofl. lnfornation.
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77. .Ilre Trust Elnd for the InternationaL Year of Dlsabled lrersons, established
under General Assetnbly reEolution 32/133, is designeal to Provide extra-budgetary
resources to implement the Ptan of Action. As at 9 October 1981r the Etnd had
recelved contributions from the follorring uember Statest

Belgiun $Us 25,0 00
Canada $can 100'000
Cbile $Us 5' 000
Ethiopia $Us 5,000
Germany, Federal Republic of DM 5001000
India $Us 10 

'000Japan $Us 100,0 00
Kuwalt $Us 5,000
Libyan Arab .tanahiriya $us 100,000
uaLta $uS 25o
l{ornay $us 100,000
oman $us 5,00 0
Philippines $uS 5,0 00
Fortugal $uS 1'000
sneden $US 10,0 00

In addition to these contributions, some donationE have b€en received fron Prlvate
sources. Pledges have also been nade by Austria (S 400,000) and by the Unlted
Republic of Caneroon ($us 1,000).

78. Ibllowing the egtabLlshnent of the Trust E\rnd, several requests for asslstance
have been received fron Menber States and national and lnternational
non-governmental organizations. These requests range fron tbe organization of
settrlnars antl synposia to prormte the objectives of the Year at the internatlonal
level to the establishnent of nedical and vocational rehabll-ltation centres and the
eradication of disabllng diseases at the conrnunity level. so date, sil( requesta
have been financed fron the Trust Funtt. l,lore than 60 major project requests,
valued at over 9 niltlon dollars, are Penaling owing to the lack of resources' lthe
availability of fund6 permitting, priority will be glven to requests for
prorDtlonal activlties at the lnternational level, including the establishnent of
organizations of disabled persons, and to requests fron Menber states for advisory
services for the purpose of establishing activities of the national cotEtlttees

79. As regards the question of acceas to buildings, facilities and infornation for
the dlsabled, it will be recalled that the Secretary-General informed the General

. Assembly at its thirty-fifth session that he had comnissloned a consultant nho waa
herself handicapped to undertake a study of nodlflcations reguired to neet the
needs of disabled persons in regard to physical access to and within the United
Nations buildlngs ln New York, Geneva and gienna (A/35/444/Add,3, Para. 3). At
United Nations Headquartersr a number of activities have been undertaken to
inplernent some of the consultant rs recomtrendationE. lbr exanPle, curb cuts have
beerr lnstalled around and nithin the building to facilitate access to the three
nain entrances of the Unlteil Nations. Fortable ranps have been built lthich Provide
access to the podia in several of the conference roons and toilet facllitles are
being renodeled. SiniLar aLterations have been introduced in the United NationE ln
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Geneva and the vienna International Cehtre. Ilowever, further changes rec.onnended
by the consultanE stirl rematn to be undertaken for the full accesslbllity and
freedom of rEbiuty for the dlsabled within United Nations headquarters. In
response to paragraph I of ceneral Asaenbly resolution 35/L33, the Secretary-
General has prepared the outline of a stualy dealtng wlth tbe question of acceEs to
united Nations buildings, docunents and infornation for persons with sensoriartlisablrities. Arrangements are currently being made to hiEe a censultant for the
purpose of preparing this study, whlch shoultt be completed in early 1982.

80. Publlc infornation activities for the fnternational Year of Disabled Persons
have been greatly aided by the response from Governments, the media,
non-governnental organizations, rellgious groups, comnunities and indlvlduals -particularly the disabled themselves. llhousands of requests for noral and
financial support have been received both in New york and Vienna.

8r. The infornation [rrograrme for the year has been able to stinurate and support
certain actions at the national level by providing ncorer nateriall actlng as a
clearlng-house for the exchange of inforrnation from national connittees, and
co-orilinating activities of the agencies of the United Nations system.

a2- The core materlar includes a 'flyert, features, background notes, a booklet on
the history, aims and obJectives of the year, reprints of rerevant unitedl Nations
declarations and decisions lncruding hhe plan of Action, press rereases fron the
Centre for Social Developrent anal Hunanitarlan Affairs of the Department of
rnternational Economic and social Affairs at vienna, an issue of the Newsretter for
the Year in English, French and spanlsh and a press kit prepareal in c6lffiffirt
with the l'bn InternationaList Group. The material has blen dlstributed irorld-rdide
and widely used as tbe basis for broadcasts, panel discussions, educational
campaigns anal projects by nongoverrunental organizations.

83. A report on the actlvities for the year is prepared fortnightly at vienna for
distributlon to nationar comlittees, permanent missions in Nevr york and vlenna andto lnterested non-goverru[ental organizations.

84. A sPecial suPplenent of the magazlne Develognent Fbrun has been reprinteal analallstributed ln three languages and ls made-avETlE6fE-E-i6i-goverrunental
organizations at their request.

85. lhe rnternational Year of Disabled persons has been featured on 'worldCbronicle", a weekly United Nations television and radio progranme which is
broadcast by some 11700 cable televlsion outlets and go0 raalio stations in the
Uniteat States.

86. A photo dispray set entitred rAccess to Lifer, produced in Engllsh, Arabic,
French, Spanlsh and cernan, has met with great demand. Ihree special
ptroto-features have been produced and nore are planned.
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8?. A travelling exhtblt of photos, to which many United Nations agencies have

contrlbuteil, has been Produced in several language versions for dlstribution to
united Nations headquarters in Nen York, Geneva, vienna and Nairobi, as well as to
the heaalquartes of the regional coruni.ssions ln Bangkok' Mdis Ababa and santiago.
It has also been distributed to the larger United Natlons information Centres, such
as those in Copenhagen, Parisr New Delhi r Beirut, Prague and Buenos Alrest and to
the worlil Bank heaalquarters at washington.

88- with minimal seed noney (a maximum of $1'000 Per centre), unitetl Nations
infornation centres have carried out a Hide range of activities alesigned to
increase alrareness of the alns of the International Year of Disableal Personst
involve the disabled themselnes and stimulate or suPport national projects rrith a

long-term approach. ttle centres have organized public debates, comPetition€t
television spots and interviews with disabled persons. some have used the funds
alloted to then to ttanslate the basic documentation into local languages.

89. united t'lations Fadlo has Produced a Progr:r une on the International year of
DisabLed Persons in Arabic, Eng1ish' French, Spanlsh and several non-official
languages for lrorlal-wide distri.bution. The weekly quarter-hour prograntne ns@per

had dlevoteal ten editions, in ldhole or in Part' to the International lear of
Disabled Persons by nld-year and a series of twelve sPecial Programles are
scheduled for distribution in geveral- languages before the end of the Year'

90. A task force of the Joint lrnited Nations Informatlon oornnittee (JtNIc), set up
to co{rdlnate the activitieg of the United Nations Systern for the International
Year of Disabled Persons, has held four neetings. The various members of the
united Nations systen are carrying out a wide range of infornation activities tn
thelr ot'n flelds, includlng special issues of their regular Publlcations or new
publications, presB kits, posters' slide sets, radio featuresr educational
projects, seminars and round-table discussionsr Pronotional events, film anil
lelevision co-Production and special progralules atressing the prevention of
dlsabltlty and the rehabilitation of the disabled.

91. Ten Uniteal Nations agencies have csntributeal to the joint Production of a
feature filn entitleil oltrs the same worldtr. The filn vividly Portrays sone of the
many hunan and economic asPects of the problen of tllsability and shows hoit, Ln nany
Connunities around the norld, simPle means have been found to Preveht or deal with
afisability and the dlisabled. It has generated nunerous altards and has been widely
shown in ahpst every region of the world.

92. Members of the JtNIc working Group on Developnent Education, in co-operation
with a number of nonjovernrnental organizations and iYonen I s grouPa, are Producing a

klt on HonEnrs disabilitles which is to be launched at a one-day neetlng ln Geneva

in october 1981. ltre kit deals not only with physical and nental tlisability' but
also with the econonic and social aspects of the Problem.

I
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93' sPeclal co-operatlon with non-governnental organizations involved in variougasPects of disability prevention, rehabilitlation, education, emplolment, advocacy.etc., has generated countless requests for information rnaterial on the year,sPeakersr Speciarry tair.ored articres and personal appearancea, sponsorship ofEocial events or contributlonE_ to exhlbitiins, prizes, technical papers for expertneetlngs and 'seats of apProvaln which would enable funds to ue rii-sea for specialprojects.

9{' the Divisl.n of lruman Rights as contributed substantive comtrenta regarding therlghts of disabled peraons to the world progranme of Action concerning DisabletlPerEons.

95' rhe DiviEion of Narcotic Drugs has contributed viens concerning ttisabilityresurtlng from ttle norbittity of infants born to alrug-dependent r*thers and fronaccialents due to drug use and dysfunctionar behaviour arising fron the abuse ofdrugs' Part of the work of the Divisi"" r" ai".ct.d tosard. ttre prevention of drugabu6e' rn 1981' the oivision enbarked on the imprenentation of pil.t projecta onthe use of comunity resources for the reduction of the irlicit ienand for drugsand nade stater'ents c"oncerning drug abuse at various neetings rerating to the year.

96' rhe office of the unitett Nations Disaster Relief co-ordinator has started aconParatlve research project with disabred oi"tir" of natural disasters anil withDedical personnel that have worked at the site of disasters. rhe data from thisEesearch project are exp€cted to thron light on certain a'pects of disasterpreparedness, rerief and fo[o]r-up procedrires and therr eriectrveness.-Furthernore, the resulta are exEected to shon whether permanent disabirities couldhave been prevented.

97' rhe unlted tira tions rndustriar Devel.Ir*ent organization (t NrDo) has alevel.ped,a.Ibng other activrti.s, the forlotrring prolrur*es ina projecti ,eraltng-to the yea! r

.. _(a)_ Ihrough 1ts pharnaceutical programne, IrNrDo aims to expand and prorctethe developrcnt of preventative nedicine-by aesisting tne aevetoilng c.,ountrres inthe production of vacoine sera in the most economical way,

(b) rn the curatlve area' technical a.sistance i6 belng provided for the useof tradltlonal ne.rcine in cotnblnatio" 
"rtu "a.r.n"ea 

technol.gyl giving priorlty todiEeaeee leattlng to disability,
(c) t\rr.tberrore, . ttNIDO ha.s deeelopeal a prograune of ginple. bloeedicaJ.equilnent for an earrrer diagnosis and iaenti-ricatron of diseaee'. rt iJl'arsoconsidered expandling existint approved irao"t.i.f engineering projectE ro lnclualethe eanufacture of aids_ neecre. by aisaurea 

'peisons. 
pEoposars have been E ntthrough offlcial channels to covernments of deyeloping countrlee fo.

- s'onsi'leration. IrNrDo is expani[ng itg.sources-of inf6rnation to provrae 4.vel.plngcountrie€ wiqr lnfornation 
-on 

production, quitity control, standards, etg., ofproalucts needed by allsabled perEons.
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gS, The United Nations Centre for gunan Settlemenls has PrePared a rePort entitled
,,Ttre DisabLetl in llunan settlenenls: International Year of Disabled Persons"
(ttS/c/4/Inf.LL of 20 February l-981) which deals wlth the ways in which human

settlements can be organized in order to rerrove Physical barriers antl provide the
disabled with access to infrastructure and services within a built environment.
Ttre report vras considered by the Comlission on Human Settlements at iCs fourth
session held at l,tanila from 27 Apr iL to 6 lttay 1981. Itre Commission adopted a
resolution entitled nBunan settlements and the International. Year of Disabled
Per sons".

gg. The United Nations children's Fund (ITNICEF) has started a prograrnme of
neasures for the prevention of disabllity and rehabllltation of disabled children.
It includes the appointment of a senior adviser on childhood disabiLities to
co--ordinate these activities in Particular nith the neasures taken by ITNICEF

regional and field offices. Becauqe of the groHing problen of disabled children
around the world, the Executive Board of ttNIcEF, at its 1980 session, endorsed a
much more active role for the Fund in helPing countries to improve their national
capabilicies for the prevention and rehabilitatlon of childhooal disabilities. A

programme offi.cer of UNICEF was seconded to the Centre for Social DeveloPment and
gunanitarian Affairs of the Departnent of International Economic and Social Affairs
on 1 January 1981. A three-year agreenent has been concluded rdith Rehabllitation
International on co-operaEion concerning chtltlhood alisabilities and a connittee of
non-governmental organiuations on dlsableal children has been formed at T'NICEF
headquarters, New York. A number of public inforrnation measures have been taken by
UNTCEF during the Year. Ttre Fund plans to continue co-operating with the librld
Heatth organization on various projects concerning childhood tlisabilities. The
agendas of six UNICEF regional seninars in 1981 also cover activities concerning
childrenIs disabiLities.

100. the United Nations Development PrograrEne (UNDP) is giving support to the Year
by rpbilizing its world-wide nettork of field officers in order to Prolrpte the
objectives of the Year' as r.relI as by funding Government-requested projects and
financing certain activities related to the Year. In 1980, a technical advisory
note on disability prevention and rehabilitation was distributed to aPProPriate
covernnent officials. At the same tine, the Adninistrator requested the resialent
representatives to consult Goverdflents on project developnents in this area. ttNDP

has given considerable support to the organization of the librld synposium of
Experts on technical Co-operation anbng Developing @untries and Technical
Assistance in the Field of Disability Prevention and RehabiLitation and has
seconded one staff nenber to the centre for Soclat Developrnent and Hurnanitarian
Affairs.

I01. The office of the United Nations ttigh Comnissioner for Refugees (ITNHCR) has
concentrated its actlvities on the problens of disabled refugees antl the serious
difficulties they face i.n ttre process of rehabilitatlon and resettlement. The

nunber of refugees has risen steadily. A survey of handicapPed refugees and of
treatment and training facilities in the countries of asylum is belng undertaken-
Itre Office continues its efforts to reinforce neasures to elifirinate nalnutrition
and health hazards and to increase the general welfare of refugees in cadps and
settlenents. A film on handlicappett refugees has been Produceal in co-operaUion ltlth
a srriss television netvJork.
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102. The united Nations loslal Adninistration has issued sDecial stamps ta
commellErate the year.

B. Specialized agencies

]. lnternational Labour Organizatlon

103. The rnternational Labour organization (rro) has deveroped a number ofactivities rerated to the year, in particular 1n the field of prevention ofdisabllitiy and vocational rehabititation of the disabred. At its sixty-fi.fth
session, in ilune 19?9, the rnternationar Labour @nference adopted a reiolutionconcerning the disabled in which it invitear its coverning Body co instruct the
Director-General to rnark the rnternational year of Disabred persons by emphasizingactivities alesigned to contribute to the year. A declaration furry enilorsing the
supPorting the aims and objectives of the year has been issued by the
Di rector-cener aI of IIO.

104. Particular attention has been given to the prevention of industrial accidents,to the special Problens of vocational rehabilitiation of alisabled wonen and to theinitiative to organize a regional centre for research and training of staff in thefierd of rehabllitation in Africa in co-operation with the organiiation of African
Unity and the Economic Conmission for Africa. The fol!-or,rlng regional seminars andtraining courses were planned for IggI in co-operation with the Danish
rnternalional Deveropnent Agencyr a Middre East regional training course for
managers of vocationar rehabiritiation centres and shertered workshops, a training
course for Latin Amerlca and a seminar on the vocational rehabilitiation of leprosypatients. The Organization also initiated a study on national legislation
concerning the vocationar rehabirltation of the alisabled and kept in contact withthe united Nations centre for sociar Deveropment and Hunanitarian Affairsconcerning its schedured and more comprehensive study on legisration on socialintegration and on the rights of the disabled.

I05. A leaflet entitled .IIO Progranme Activities to mark the rnternational year"
was printed outlining the nain features of both the organizationrs activitiesrelating to the Year and its regular progranmes, including a sunmary of its
Cechnical, co-operation programtne. A publication entitled Vocational

eiation the ed- and ity lras issued as anoffPrlntofpartoneofthereportffiInternational
Labour Conference held at Geneva in alune 1981.

106. The coverning Body of IIO, at its 214th session in Novenber I9gO, aleciated to
include the icem entitled "vocational rehabilitation of the disabled,' in the agendaof the rnternationar rabour conference of r9g2 with a vlew to preparing, in r9g3, a
supprernentary instrument to the exlsting Recornnendation No. 99 of 1955 onvocational rehabilitation.
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2. Food anal Agriculture organization of the united Nations

lO7. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the. united Nations (FAo) has
organizeil specific activities in observance of the Year. In adtlition to press and

radio coverage, the l,bney anal Meatals Programle of the Organization issued a nedal
designett by a ttisableat urtist ittu.trating the PartlciPation of the tlisabled in
agriiulturl. At the enal of this yearl consideratlon vrill be given to the
possibility of using the net proceeds from the sale of these nedals for suPporting

" 
fi"fa ptoiect to iacllitate and encourage the Partlcipation of qhe disabled in

agriculture.

108. An g!-!9g working grouP discussed measures nhich coulal be taken to lnProve the
situatioifii-disabled staf f and visitor s. lioreover, reconmendations nere made

concerning disabled people already ernployed in FAO and the recluitnent of the
diaableil. As regards the accessibility of the organizations's premlses' varLous
neasures have already been implenented.

3. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orqanization

109. l'he United Natlons Educational, Sclentific and Cultural Organization (I'NESCO)

has developed various public relalions actlvities and special Prografines concerning
the education of the tlisabled. At the UNESCO @nference heltl ln 1980 at Be1grade,
a epecial resolution on the Year eas adopted in which the Dilector-General, anong
othErs, was invited to disseminate and prornote the objectives and actlvitiee of the
year by aI1 means available to the Organization and, in particular, to Pronote and

assiat the Yearrs activities at the national level (resolution l,z08l.

I1O. A comnlttee on the International Year of Disabled Peraons was forned to carry
out the organizationrs prograrlmes. A special issue of the t NESCo gIl!!g.
publishetl in January I98I, was atevoted to lhe Year and to the Problems of
irplenenting the declarations of the rights of disabled persons, elirninating
preJutlice antl cliscr ininatio n, special education and the tlisabled in the develoPing
countries. the special,ized agencies and other organizations were invited to take
part in the ttNES@ conference on special education to be held at Madrid in lilsvember

1981. UNESCO has begun research on the elaboration of social indicatora on the
tllsabled as has the rnternational Brain Research organization in the fieltl of
prevention of mental disabil lties.

I1l. Some other features of the UNESCo progranrne include:

(a) A regional project launched in 1981 to stimulate the creation of
educational facilities for the handicapped in EngL ish-s[teaking countries
of Afr ica,

(b) A series of activilies ained at encouraging the particiPation of disabletl
persons in cultural life and at develoPing their creative talentst

(c) A series of special activities at the local and regional levels organized
by UNESC! clubs nhich exist in ?7 countriest
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(d) A nunber of publlcations retating to the Yeart

(e) An exhibition of posters alesigned by European artists vtas helal at UNBSCo
headquarters in Paris.

4. International Civil Aviation Organization

1I2. Ihe International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) has taken a number of
neasures to assist digabled persons using international alrports. fn
llovenber 1979. the Council of ICAO approved the recomendation concerning thls
problen and requested the Secretary-ceneral to initiate the necessary action.
Accoralingly, IcAo has gathered fron states and representative organizations of
airports and airlines any guidance material lhat they may have devleoped to
facllitate t.}re novenent of the phystcally handicapped vrithin alrport terrninals and
during embarkation and alisembarkation from aircraft.

5. Worltl Bealth Orqanizatlon

113. Basic infornation on the involvement of the vlorl.d Health Organization ($HO) ln
the Year is providedl by the Director-ceneral I s report on lts co€perative
activitles within the Unlted l,ta tions systen for disability prevention and
rehabilltatlon, subnitted at the l-ast session of its Executive Board in ilanuary
1981 (EB 67/3I't. At the thirty-fourth world tteatth Assembly, hetd in May 1981, WHo
adoPted a reaolution which specifically recommends to Member states that pernanent
programmes in the fielal of ilisability prevention and rehabilltation shoutd be
developed as an lntegral part of strategies to attain nHealth for A]I by the year
2000n and requests the Director-General to collaborate eith Menber States in
support of such progralmes lrithin tbe context of primary health care.

ll4. An expert comritlee on disability preventlon and rehabllltation met in
February 1981 at ceneva and fully endorsed the EtrategieE of the Organization for
inplenenting disability prevention and rehabilitation neasures. It al6o provided
guidelines and recoumendations for integrating disability prevention and
rehabilitation aspects into existlng national health systens. In Che specific area
of blindness preventlon, a progranne advtsory group net at Nen Delhi in ,fanuary
l98I to develop global research strategies.

115. At a neeting held in lbbruary 1981 at WHO headquarbers, the I'NICEF^{HO Joint
@tElittee on Eealth Policy drew up an outline for a joint programne regardlng
childhood tlisabillties. lDxe progranme covers field testlng of the wHO nanualoTralnlng the Dlsabled in the Comnunitytr as weII as assistance in community-based
allsability prevention and rehabilitation servicea.

116. lhe ilanuary I98l issue of World Heallh was devoted entirely to the year.
other issues in 1981 centained iltffi on-the specific problen; of disabledl
peraona. SEeclal radio progr amnes in English and French as neIl as a photo
exhlbit, panphlets and a poster have been prepared.
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II?. $HO regional offices have actively collaborated nith the unitetl Natlons
regionat economic comlissions on activities relateal to the tear and have provided
technical documenCation serving as background naterial for reconnendations and

actions taken by the conmission. !4oreover. wHo regional offices have provided
consultants to several countries to assist in the formulation of national
prograrEnes on disabllity Prevention antl rehabil-itation and of plans of action
retated to the Year and its follovr-up.

VII. ACTIVITIES OF INTERGOVENNMEMAI, ORGANI ZATIONS OUTSIDE TIIE

IJNITED NATIONS SYSTEI,I

1I8. The Secretary-General of the council of Europe sent a nessage to the European

regional seminar on the International year of Disabled Persons in which he
emlhasizetl that the protection of the rights of alisabted Persons and the Prorction
of thelr social, cultural and economlc intereats fel1 within the framevrork of
safeguaraling human rights and fundamental freedorns and that these nere the pr inary
objectives assigned to the council of EuroPe by its nenber States'

119. the European Parliament of the European Co nunity is setting uP an all-Party,
all-country disablenent group to mark the Year. At ita neeting on 1l March 198L
the turopein parliament iaoptea a resolution related to the Year which, alrpng other
things, invited the connission under article I22 of the Treaty of the European
cornnunity to dr avr up reports on the social and economic conditions of the disabled
in each of the nenber States.

120. The Commission of the European comnunity through its Directorate-General for
Er[)loyment anal social Affairs' lponsored a confer€nce on the preParation of
nanaicappea children and young people for adult Life' scheduled to take place in
the Netherlantls from 19 to 23 October 1981'

I21. In accordance wlth resolution Ix adloPted by the Ministers for Health of tbe
soclalist countrles, a conunission for Public lteal !h wlthin the council for Mutual

Econoni-c Assistance is responsible for co-ordination and co-oPeration at the state
Ievel in the fielal of disability Prevention and rehabilitation'

l;22. *rc Comftonwealth s€cretariat has prepared a survey of legal measures in the
Conunonweal th countries ilesignecl to assist the tlisabletl as a contribution to$ards
the activit.ies for the Year.

I23. The Inter-aterican childrenrs Institute has prepared a special progranme of
activities alurlng 1981 which is designed to assist instructors in special education
for chilalren wlLh mental retardation, cerebral palsy and comnunication hantlicaPs.
Ttle organization Partners of the Americas wili- co-oPerate with the Institute in
estabtishing fivJcentres in hhe Anericas in the field of sPecial education' A

project entitled T'ATII gl" (partnels ApproprlaCe Technology for the Handicapped) is
tlesigned to assist the development of such technology a! low cost'
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124. The International organt zation for Stanalardization (ISO) includes in its rror k
Programne Che teEting and classlfication of a number of aids used by alisabled
Persons. Its technical conmittees are considerlng varlous technlcal €ystena for
disabreal lrersons including Iifting platforns. rhe organization i6 corraborating
with the International Co[ulission for Technical Aids, Iiousing and Transport, a
sub-corunission of RehabtLitation rnternatlonal. conscious ot ttre inpoitant
contribution that internatlonal standardlzation can make to the International Year
of Disabled Persons, the ISO Council approved, in Septenber L980, resolution
39/1980. in whlch the Counci]- requested the ISO technlcal conmittees to devote
special ahtention in their lrork to the needs of di3abled and handicaptrled persons.

125. The International Social Security Association (ISSA) organlzed a research
conference at Vienna in April l98I on the inplications for aocial security of
research into disability. An Asian expert meeting organlzed at NeU Derhi in ituly
1981' was devoted to the role of insurance schemes in the rehabilitation pr ogr alrunesof sork-related injuries. rn 198r, one of the issues of the rnternational siccial
security Revien dealt ltith the role of social security in disability preventlon and
rehabllitation. At its forty-firet session, the Assoclationrs Bureau considered a
note prepared by its General secretariat on the clontribution of ISSA and its menber '

organizations to the International- year of Disabled persons.

126. rhe lbrdic corulittee on Disabllity gtarted preparing a booklet on technical
aids for handicappeat childlren, which will be published in autumn 1981.

I27. lte Inter-parl ianentary Union, duling its sprlng session helal in the
Philipplnes in April 19811 unanirnously adopted a resolution on its associaEion vrith
united tilations activities during the year. The reaolution asked Governments to
exanine favourably the possibility of creating, within the United Nations, a
special pernanent organization uith the task of co-ordinating all international
programnes and activities.

r28. ftre organizatlon for Economic co-operation and Developnent has organized
activitles for the Year througlr its centre for Educational Research and Innovation
(CERI). They include the following eeents:

{a) An international symposiun, held at the university of rreidbourg fron 12to L4 March 198r, in collaboratlon with the swiss authoritiis, on the issue of the
transition of hanalicapped adolescents to rFrking lifet

(b) An international seninar entltled nDisabled persons - Access to the
Enhancenent of Llving and Contributing Citizenship through Education and
Technologyi rra6 held at t{el.bourne in 19g1, organized by the Australian tepartoent
and CERI t

(c) An international conference sponsored by the united Kingdom authorities
was held at Cardiff j.n septenber lgBI as a rnjaor contribution to the year'

(d) An international filrtr entitled ,,!he Integratlon of Handicapped young
People ln ordlnary schools and their Transitlon to work' prepared in collaboratlonttith French, Italian and tibrwegian television.
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VIII.ACTIVITIESOFINTERNATIONAI,NON.GO\IERNMENIAI,ORGANIZATIONS

I29. Itre activities relabed to the Year of international nonSovernmental
organizations working in the fieltl of alisability' Particularly the activitiea of
the organizations of tlisableal Persons themselvesr sere at their peak when this
report was drafted. only a nunber of examPles' which have been Prepared either on
the basiE of the contribirtions sent especillly for this rePort or by uslng
publlshetl infornation' can be presented here- riro meetings of rePregentativeE of
iron-goverrrrental organizalionsl netd at vienna in May and JuIy 198I' contributefl to
thi8 information.

I30. The research section of the Incernational Bureau of social Tourisn will
initlate a progranne of research to review the way ln which a number of leading
induEtriallzed countries have tackLeal the problen of providing holiday
opportunities for disabled Persons.

I31. h preparation for the Year, the councit of librld organizations lnterested ln
the Eantlicapped unanimously aPProved a resolutlon at its l9?9 annual neeting in
whlch it urt;d aU organizers of international meetings to assure that the
facilities being usecl were accessible to dlisabled [tetaons anal that the necessary
equlpnent and personnel were suppliedl to ensure conmunication with indlividuals rlhh
impairnents of vision or hearlng.

132. DiEabletl PeoPle's Internatlonal, a world coalitlon of Persons with
dlsabilities forrned durlng 1980, is organizing its first internabional congresE

which will be held in singapore in December 198I.

I33. Ihe European Centre for S:ocial Welfare and ReEearch has ParticiPated actlvely
in the European regional seminar in finland anal is doing research work into the
vocational rehabllitation of dlsabled persons.

I34. Helen Keller International has produced a f illTr entit.Ied "llhe New liliEacle
Workers", portraying the struggles oi the world's 42 nilllon blindl persons' rt has

Iaunched two new Prevention and treatment projects in the PhtliPPines and in rijl'

135. The Internatlonal Air TransPort Associatj.on has prepared guidellnes to make

alr transportation more accessible for passengers with disabilities. The menber

airlines of the Associatj.on have agreed to a lrore conPrehensive an't liberal
resolution for the provlsion of services to disableal Passengers'

136. International Centre of Filns for chiltlren and Young People has toade the thene

of this year's international filrn exhibition, !o be held in sPain in october I98l'
"the intlgration of hancllcaPped Persons in societyo'

137. fhe International Co-olterative Alliance, aL its twenty-seventh congtess'
ailopted a speciat resolution on the Year in which all- member organlzationE were

requested to take an active pare in the Yea!'
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r38. The rnternationar councrr on sociar werfare herd its ereventh regionalsynpoelun at Rennes' in Jury 19gl on the thene of the inplenentation of socialpolicy in favour of the better integration of handicappea peopte in socl€ty.
L39' rhe rnternational Federation of Murtiple screrosis societies aalopted a
-r-esolution on its ProPosed projectE for thl year. rt aLso hosted a workEhop on theYear at the !tuItiple sclerosls vlorld conference held at stockholm in septemb€r r98oand held a special r4or kshop on nultiple sclerosis and the year at the third
Put9P.9! regionar conference of Rehabilttlation rnternational at vienna inApril 198I.

140' rtre rnternationar Federation of lcounded anat civil Disabred organlzeat a meetingin uarch 1981 to comnerprate the year. on that occagion, nearry r,900 drsabrear
Persons fron 30 nations gathered at ehe Palais de Nations at c€neva and adopteal theGeneva Appeal which called for increased technicar co-operation to degelopingc.untries in the areas of nedical and vocational retrauiiitation, flbre activeresearch in the field of rehabilitation' recognition of the st'rbor of access, therermval of architectural barriers and universiL disarmament.

141' rhe rnternatronar r€ague of societies for the Mentarry Handicapped, as a part
9r its Programne during the year, is organizing an internallonal rrcrisrrtp entitred
lT"tlly nanagenent of problens arising i.or ."it.r relardation anal rerateddisabilltie€' in Hong Kong in early Decenber. The League is also naklngPreparations for its congress to ba held in earry November 1982 at Nairobl.
142' t1re rnternationar buntl Tabre for the Advancement of counselling has organizettite second internatronar- consurtation a".irng'*ith the arevelopnent of a coherentsystem of educahlonal and Psychological counielltng as one of the conalittons forlntegrating the disabled in soclal 1ife.
143' rhe r,eague of Red cros6 societres has encouraged its members to deverop
Prograrmes in the area of disabirity. the folrowing are aome examples of nationaractivlties: the sonalia ned cresce-nt socielv, -assiseed 

by the t{orwegian Red cross,ls planning an extension of a prosthests *-ri=nop and rehabiritatron centre fordlsabled individuals in ltogacllshul Fiji ls norking with the Australlan Real crosssociety to estabLish a project to train you th to provide technical aj.ds to disabledlPersonst the uruguayan Red cross plans t- open a vocationar tralning norkahop forPhysicaUy and nenratty 9l?"f1:d yoong p"opi". rhe r€ague is also iaking a pnotoreportage of rl"d cross actrvities for the iisauteo in seven selected natlons.
r44' The rnternationar society for prosthetics and orthotics, at its $orrat assenblyheld in Oct.ober 1980 ln Italy, agreed to ttre irnprovenent of prosthetic, orthoticanal related rehab itation services throughout ihe vprld. .ni 

""pe.i.iiy in thedeveloping countries.

145' The Lutheran 
''brr-d 

pederation has distributed a special issue of ,'Lutheran
world Inforuationn which contains background information on disability and on theYear on actlvities for the .isabled eniagea i.n iv trre r.utheran church around therror ld and other relevant subjects.
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145, nehabititation International has designed a support progralEne for.the Year to

assist other organizations in their Planning and implementation of projects

relating to the disabled. The main components of the suPport programme are as

follows:

(a) Public anareness including prolptional materialst

(b) Speakers' Bureau - a bo'ly of more than I50 qualified speakers from over

45 ceuntr ies t

(c) specific project Prorotion incluitlng nbilymPics;

(d) ctrarter for the 1980s which contains guirlelines for a decade of progress

in ttre area of disability prevention and rehabilitation;

(e) International festivat of filns on themes relating to the Year to be held

towards the end of 198I' in co-operation nith the Division of Economic

and sociar rnformation of the DePartment of Public Information'

147. The world Associ'ation of GirI Guides and GirI scouts devoted their-
october-Decenber 1980 issue of council Fire to the Year' lhe journal Places

special emphasis on prr*.iy n.uTfrt-_c.r., r"itabilitation and the Prevention of
disabil it ie s.

I48. The world council for the welfare of the Blind has circulated the Plan of

Action for the rnternational Year of Disabled Persons to its 219 national members

in ?7 countries, sent retters to all the national comlittees co draw their
attention to the urgent need for efforts in favour of the blin'l and has drawn up

plans for activities by its regional and standing cornrnittees'

149. The World Federation for the Deaf held an international conference on

"Deafness and the International Year for Disabled Persons" in Italy in
January 1981. ltre topics covered at the conference were the hunan and civil rights
oi.'iir.'a"ur, facilitaling connunication of the deaf and their access to

information, prevention, ditft'o"i" and health care' educational methods especiarly
for children born deaf and vocational instruction and lhe Problems of 

-enployrnent
for the deaf. ltre week of 28 september to 4 october has been declared

International Week of Deafness.

I50. The worrd veterans trederation, at its sixteenth general assembry herd in ltaly
in october lgZs, aaopted a speciat- resolution on the Year and has carried out

activities concerning legislalion and environmental barrrers'


