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The Secr eta ry-Gener al has the honour Co transnit to the members of the ceneral
Assenbly bhe report of the Executlve Director of the United Nations Industrial
Developnent Organization (UNIDO) concerning the action taken by TNIDO to contrj.buCe
to the implementatton of Che Industrial Developrnent Decade for Africa. The report
was prepared in corrpliance with ceneral Assembly resolution 35/66 B of
5 Decenf,er 1980.
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AI{NEX

feport of the Executive Director of the United
Nations Industrial Developrnent Orqanization

1. The present report was prepared in cornpliance 'rith ceneral Assenbly resolution
35/66 B of 5 December 1980. in which the Assembty procl.ained the 1980s t.heIndustrial. Deve:!.opnent Decade for Afrj.ca and, inter aIia. (a) supported the
establishnent of a co-ordination unit wit.hin ItN IDO for the Decade; and(b) requested the Executive Dlrector of the united Nations fndustrial Devel opnent
organization (UNIDO) and the Executive secretary of the Econornic connission forAfrica (EcA) to initiate appropriate contacts vri.th the organs of the United Nations
system in order to contribute to the suecess of the Decade and to report on theaction taken..through the rndustrial Developnent Board, at its fifteenth session,
and the Econonic and sociar counci!, at its second regular session of 19g1, to the
General Assemb:l.y at its thirty-sixth session.

2. The report that folloi,rs is subnitted on the sole responsibiltv of theExecutive Director of uNIDo. Ic has been agreed betvreen irimself ana ln. Executive
secretary of the Economic cornni ss ion for Africa (EcA) that future reports on the
subject will be joint reporls prepared on behalf of UNIDO and ECA.

3. The Executive Director of UNfDO submitted to the Industrial Developrnent Board(IDB) at its fifteenth session a report enti"tled "Industrial Developnent Decade for
Africa, 1980-1990r uNrDo activities rerated to the preparation of a programne forthe implementation of the Laqos plan of Action" lrn/B/26l/Add.6l . thl report,
which is subnitted to che ceneral Assembly in the appendix !o the present report,present.s a discussion, in the liqht. of recent and pertinent ceneral Assenbly
resolutions. of the mandates and activities of a special task force set up rrithin
uNrDo on the Decade. The acti.vities include the formulation of a programne to
asslst African countries in reaching the tarqets established in the Lagos plan of
Action for the rnplenentation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Developrnent
of Africa (A/S-lt /\4, annex).

4. After consideration of the report at its fifteenth session, rDB aalopteil a
resolution on the subject, a/ the operative part of which read as follows!

'1. Declares the Industrial Development Decade for Africa to be one of
the rnost inportant programmes of the united Nations rndustrial D€velopment
Organ i za tion t

"2. Requests the Execulive Director of the United Nations Industrial
Developnent Organlzation to provide adeqriate resourcesT including human
resources, for the co-ordlnation unit for the rndustrial Developnenc Decadefor Africa i

4 Official Records of the ceneral Assernblv, Thirtv-sixth Session,
Suppletnent No. 16 (A/36/161 , annex I, resolution 53 {XV).
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"3. Ca1ls upon the Executive Director of the United Nations Industrial
Developrcnt orqanjzation to intensify contacts vrith lhe African Strtes, the
Executjve Secretarv of the Econotnic Cornnission for Africa, the Organization of
African Unity, and other orqans. organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system, in order to contrihute actively to the succcas of the
Industrial Dcvelopnent Decade for Africa and to leport on the action laken to
the fndustrial Developnent Board at its sixteenth sessioni

"4. Requests the General Assenbly to allocate adequate f i.nancirl
resources to assist in the rapid industrialization of Africa, within the scoF
of the Lagos Plan of Action (A/S-11,/14, annex), tdith particular refer€nce to
the least developed countries, as from the 1982-1983 biennium.'
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r. PF'IPARATOF.Y ACTIVII'IES UNT,ERTAKNN BY {JN rr}O 11 _ 15

II. A(.J ICf,I R!idJIX'D OF THE BOART)

a/ Previously issued as docurftent lD/R/261/Add,6.

b/ The Laqos Pl,an of Action for the Implenentation of the Monrovia Strategy
for the Econonic Developrnent of Africa was adopted on 29 April 1980 by the Assenfrly
of Heads of State and Governrnent of the Orqanization of African thitv at. its second
ext-raordinarv session devoted to econonic natters.
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TNTRODUCTION

l. 'nhe present report is suhrn i tted in compliance with (a) cenera-], Assenbly
resolution 35/66 R of 15 Decenber 1q80, paraeraph 4, and (b) lhe pernanent
ectnnittee and fndustrial nevelopnent Board conclusions of 17 October L'BO c/
referring to paraqraph 6 of Board resolution 5l (XIV) of 19 May l9go.

2. It !,ti11 Lte recalled that the Board at its fourteenth session recommended that
the Genera'l Assenblv at its eleventh special session should take the necessary
decisions with regard to procl.aiming the 1980s as the Industrial Developnent Decade
for Africa (resolution 51 (xrv), para. 2). The Board also requested the Executive
Director to report to the pernanent Connittee at its fourteenth session in autunn
1qB0 on the launching of the Decade and to submit his proposals for LTNIDO's
contrihution to fulfilling the Decade's objective, including as appropriale the
estabfishnent of a sub-proqrarnme conponent and adequate financial provisions as
reouested (!b]4., pa ra. 6)

3" fn October 1q80. the permanent Conmittee had before ie, inter alia, a note on
deve,l,opments related to che Launching of the Decade. g/ as well as proposals
subnilted bv t-he Executive Director for a revised UNIDO r,rork progranne for 1981 and
conseouential proposals of the secreta rv-Gener a 1, each with a separate section on
the Decade. e/

4. In its conclusions, lhe Connittee noted that althouqh Roard resolution
5l (XTv) had been considered by the Assembly at its special session in
Augus t /September 1980, no forrnal resolution had been passed on the Decade. ft
lherefore requested the Fxecutive Director to dra? the attention of the
Secr:etarv-ceneral to that situation in order that the Assenbty might pass the
relevant resol.ution at its thirty-fifth session. .fhe Conrnittee also reconmended
that the r:eport envisaqed in Board resolution 51 (xIV), paragraph 6, should now be
sul,nitted to the Board at its fifteenth session. f,/

5- The ahove conclusions were adopted by the Roard at its second special
sess i on. g,/

6. on 15 Decenber 1980. the ceneral Assenblv - recallinq Board resolution
5l (XIV) and notinq, inter alia, the decisions adopted by the Assenblv of Heads of
state and covernnent of the organization of African unitv (oArt) at its second

ID/R/2.49, para. 1.26r A/35/16, vol . III. para. I5.

rn/B /c .3 /r02 .

e/ It\/B/c,3/99/ paras, 54-63i tD/R/c.3/99/Add.t, annex, paras. It-12.

c/

f/ A/35/1.6, vo]..

A/35 /16 , vo.!',

III, annexr paras, 125-126 IID/9/249, paras. 125-125)

<t/ III, para. 1.5.
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e:(traordinary session h,/ and by the Council of }tinislers of that organization at
its thirty-fifth ordinary session i/ to take appropriate neasures to inplenent the
Monrovia Strategy for the Econcrnic Developrnent of Africa i/ - adopted resolution
35/66 B. proclairninq the 1980s as the Industria]. Development Decade for Africa.

1. In that resolution, the Assemhlv called upon UNIDO and the Econonic eonmission
for Altrica (ECA), in close co-operation with the OAU. to forrnulate proposals to
implernent the proqrar"rrne for the Decade and to nonitor its proqress. ft furbher
supported the establ.ishment of a co-ordination unit or group within UNIDO for the
Decade and requested the Secreta ry-cener al to provide the appropriate resources.
The Assenbly also reguested the Executive Director of UNIDO and the Execulive
Secretary of EcA to initiate contacts \,rith other bodies of the United Nations
svstem in order to contribute to the success of the Decade and to report on action
taken - through the fndustrial Development Board at its fifteenth session and the
Economic and social council at its second reqular session oF lggl - to the ceneral
Assemblv al its thirty-sixth sesslon.

L fn the Secreta ry-General ' s statenent on adninislrative and financial
irnplications of tbe draft of what was later to hecone resolution 33/66 R, the
assessnent of the manpower needed was given as follows:

"'l'he Secreta ry-General estinates that two Professional posts (one P-5 and one
P-3) and one ceneral Service post would be required to forrn the nucleus of the
co-ordinalion unit. The head of the unit (P-5) would be responsible for the
co-ordination of all UNfDO activities in the fornulation, inplementation and
monitoring of the Decade. in close co-operation with the Organizati.on of
African ltnity and the Econonic Cornmission for Africa. Ite would also be the
Chairnan of a task force on the Industrial Development Decade for Africa. The
next Professional post. (P-3) would be required to assist the head of the unit
in carrying out the functions of the unit. The two professional staff would
require secretarial assistance to be provided by the General Service post." k,/

g. By resolut|on 35 /226 A on the revised budget for the bienniun 1980-1981. the
Assemblv approved an increase under section 17 (IJNIDO) of 85,232,1OO. Of that sun,
S93,S00 vrere additional. appropriations called for under resolution 35/66 B.
paraqraph 3, to enahle lhe Organization to perform its role in the preparation and
inplenentation of the Decade (see para. I above),

10. 'Phe General Assembly at iCs thirty-fifth session also adopted resolution
3\/64, o^ specia]. neasures for the econcrnic and social development of Africa in the
1980s. In that resolution, the Assenbly expressed its grave concern at the

\/ t,aqos, 28-29 ADril 1s80.

!/ Preetown, ].8-28 June 1980.

!/ A/3415\2, annex f. resolution CM/Res.722 (xxXIII).

k/ A/e.5/15/66, para. 5.
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critical condition of the econonies of most African countries, but recoqnized tha
useful contribution that the effective execution of the f,agos plan of Action could
make to the rapid over-a].1 social and economic develoFrnent of those countrias. ThG
resolution also. inter al.ia, invited the various organs of the United Nations, in
consultation with the oAIt and the EeA. to indicate in a conorehensive rnanner rn
their next annual reports to the Econonic and Sociat Council the conlributions they
cou:l d nake to the achievement of the aims and ob.iectives of the T,aqos plan of
Action.

I. PREPARATORY AC'TIVITTES mIDERTAXETI BY I'NIDO

1'l . In 1q80, the llxecutive Director established a Task Force on the Industrial
DeveloDnent. Decade for Africa. The purpose of the Task Force was to formullate an
inteqratad proqramne of action - to be initj.ated fry UNIDO in co-operation with ECA
an.l oAtl and other (lnited Nations bodies - to assist African countries on the design
and implenentation of industrial pol.icies and proqrammes to attain the targets
pstabrished in the Laqos Plan of Action, i.e, at least a l per cent share of world
industrial Droduction by lq85 and 1.4 per cent by 1990. .fhese targees being
consonant with the Lirna target, the Task Force nas requested to deal lrith both
their technical and f inanci.al- inpl ications for the Decade. Torr'ards this end. it
r.ra S to assiSt:

(a) In fornulating an inteqrated progranne of action-oriented stu.lies and
research into Africars industrial devellopnent problens, to be undertaken at
countrv. suhreqional. reqional and sectoral levels;

(h) fn fornulating guide)-ines for UNIDO technical assistance activities in
Africa and defininq a special. Droqrarnrne of action to assist the African countri.cs
in industrial planninq and investnent at the national, subregional, rcgional and
sectoral leveIs i

(c) fn assisting the African countries to establish facilities for the
exchanqe and dissenination of industrial and technolooical inforrnation within
Africa an.l !,'ith the international conmunityi

(d) fn prornoti ng industrial and technological co-operation anong developing
countries within and without Africa, with alue reqard to the needs of the African'least- developed countr ie s i

(eI In assistinq African countries in rltolrilizing funds for investnent in
industry at appropriatg, and if possible at concessionary, terns;

(f) In assisting in harnonizinq the contributions of UNIDO to the
co-operative and co-ordinated efforts of the united Nations devetopnent system and
interqovernmental. African institutions. (rn this context. particularly close li.nks
would be maintained with the secretariats of the ECA and the OAU.)
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(g) In nakinq reccnftcndations for further nobj.lizing the activities of
U InO's operational units in order lo achieve the effeceive and tinelv
implententation of aqteed proqramr es and sroiects for the Decadei

(h) In nonitorinq lhe proqress of Decade-rel-ated acti.vities. and in
subnittinq report.s Eo the Executive Director twice a vear in this connexion.

L2. The Task Force has undertaken a critical analysis of UNIDO's past and current
tcchnical assistance activitics in Africa. with a vie$r to (irawing up an
action-oriented proqranme for the Decade. In order to obtain a nore clearly
conceived design for the technical assistance progranne and the possible
rc-ori.ntltion of ullIDOrs future activities, it was considered necessary to
trrnslate the industrial asp€cts of the Laqos Plan of Actj.on into an operational
DrogrlniL of action at the national . subregional, leqional and international
levels. At a later stage, lrhen the proqramme has been thoroughly discusseal by lhe
orqrnlrati.ons concerned, as \rall as by senior African planners, and has been
apirotcd try the conferencc of African Ministers of Industry. whicb is co-sponsored
|ry the ECA, the OAU and ttNItO. and endorsed by the Conference of the Heads of State
and Govcrnncnt of the oAU, an intensive prograrnme of project develoPrnent wi11 be
un(trtakan in Africa at the nationali suklreqional and regional levels. The
projeets ri11 be deternined bv the African countries thenselves, in accordance nith
thcir orrn davelopnent plans and priorities as related to the Lagos Plan of Action,

13. on lt and L9 March !98:!., the Executive Director convened in Vienna a
hiqh-levcl expert vorking group on the Industrial Developnent Decade for Africa' at
t++rlch rcpres"ntativas of the ECA, the OAU and UNIDo discussed the preparation of an
outline for a ioint proqraNne to assist the African countries in the implementation
of the rtcade.

14. Ttrt Executive Dircctor has also contacted lhe heads of organizations and
Hl. tlthin the United fations systen, requesting their ideas and contributions
rith rGird to the inplcnFntaEion of General Assenbly resolutions 35/64 and 35/66 B.

1.5. The loa rd will be inforncd of further develoDnents in due course.

II. ACTICI{ REQUIFSD OF T'{E BOARD

l-6. fha Industrial D,evcl@nent Board is requested to take note of the Present
report.


